
“Who do you say that I am?” 

Who is God to God? 
Who is God to us? 



Part I:  Who is God? 

God in relationship to Himself: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 
1. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are eternal.  All three, together, have existed 

for all eternity. 

2. These three Divine-Persons exist in a dynamic relationship of love.   

3. Mystery and the act of Loving the Mystery 



Part I:  Who is God? 

Who is God to us? 

The Father loves us like His Son 

The Son loves us like His brother 

The Holy Spirit is our Advocate/Counsellor  

 

The following terms describe what God has 
done for us:  creator, redeemer, sanctifier, 
messiah, Christ, and Saviour.   



“Who do you say that I am?” 
Matthew 16 

• Jesus’ identity is very important.  How we perceive him will 
affect the quality of our relationship with Him. 

– Is Jesus merely a Teacher of wisdom? 

• Think of Judas’ statement at the Last Supper 

– Is Jesus a mad-man? 

• Was he just a reformist claiming to be God? 

– Is Jesus the Messiah and God? 

• He can do all things, most especially forgive our sins. 

 



“If” 

Satan’s temptation begins with the word “if.”  
How often does this word come up in our 
lives?  How is it applied here? 

 “If you are the Son of God…” 

 

Satan attacks Jesus’ certainty of His “Identity.”  
Why? 



Ancient Wisdom from 
Aristotle 

“Action flows from being” 

- What I am determines what  
I can and should do. 

 

Satan wants Jesus to doubt His  
Divinity so as to derail His mission.   

 

Analogy:  If I don’t believe I can do a task, I won’t begin to do 

it, or even try.  If Jesus is called to save us, but doesn’t 

believe He can, He won’t try. 



Part II:  Who is the Church? 

We do not ask “what is the Church” – it is NOT 
primarily an institution.   

     The Church is a 
    community of disciples of 
    Jesus. 

     By the Holy Spirit, the  
    Church is the “Body of 
    Christ.” 



What does that mean? 

• Disciples:  Learning 3 “disciplines” 

– Mind that habitually thinks like Christ 

– Heart that habitually feels and desires like Christ 

– Will that chooses to do the Father’s will in love 

• Body of Christ 

– We become Him 

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me.” 

Galatians 2: 20 



If the Church is Christ… 

• What can and should we do? 
– Act like Christ 

– Love like Christ 

– Perform miracles like Christ 

– Forgive like Christ 

– Challenge others like Christ 

– Heal hearts, minds and bodies like Christ 

 

“You will do even greater things than these” 
- Jesus (John 14:12-14) 



If the Church is to be Christ… 

Jesus’ temptations in the desert are the same as 
the Community of Disciples.  The term “if” will 
apply to us too.   

 

Reflection Question: 

Do I really believe that I can be a member of 
Christ’s body?  That with His help, I can 
perform miracles, and heal, and love like Him? 


