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A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

 One of the gifts received by the 
Church this year was the Apostolic  
Exhortation of Pope Francis.  An  
apostolic exhortation is a type of  
communication that encourages a  
community of people to undertake  
certain activities. The Joy of the  
Gospel is the title of this current  
message and the opening line sets its tone 
-  ”The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts 
and lives of all who encounter Jesus.”  
Among the themes covered are peace,  

evangelization, the preaching of homilies, the family, social justice,  
ecumenism, faith and politics, the role of women and the laity,  
interreligious dialogue. To read it prayerfully and at our leisure 
will affirm in us God’s invitation to be authentic witnesses of faith. 
During Advent we have been allowing ourselves to be  
challenged in our response to taking up that responsibility. 
Sometimes the task seems daunting and we can easily question 
whether or not any efforts we make are bearing results that will 
lead us to experience what we’re promised – a time of peace 
and reconciliation, a time of justice and truth, a time when all 
will experience the compassion and love promised by God.  
There is a lot of work to do and yet our joy comes not from  
always seeing things to completion but from doing our part here 
and now so what God wants will have a chance of being realized.  
I think of grandparents watching a grandchild grow.  They know 
they will not live to see him or her fully mature to be the best God 
wants them to be but it doesn’t stop them from contributing to 
their grandchild’s growth and faith.
 John the Baptist did what God wanted him to do - he  
prepared the way for Jesus. But John never lived to see the  

results. He never lived to see very much of what Jesus did, or 
hear very much of what he said.  Joseph too - the foster-father of 
Jesus did what God had wanted him to do, but he never lived to 
see his son heal one blind man, or one leper, or do anything out 
of the ordinary.
 Can I do the same?  Can I let myself be part of  
something that I'll never live to see fully accomplished? Think of  
the workers on some European cathedrals that took over a  
hundred years to build. Some worked their entire lives knowing 
they would never see it finished.
 God's plans for this world are bigger plans than we 
can imagine. One day everything will be as it should.   There 
will come a time when peace, justice, care for the poor,  
compassion, truth and love will be a reality. As well, the Church 
still continues to be called to be a place of refuge for all - a sign 
of reconciliation and healing. So, if that’s the case - if we don’t 
yet have a perfect world or a perfect Church - do we throw up 
our hands and give up? Do I just try to get out of life what I 
can in the few years I've got?  Or, am I willing to invest myself 
in a great work, God's work that I'll never live to see finished? 
Am I willing to try to bring a tiny bit more peace, more love, 
and more truth to the place where I find myself planted today? 
We move from Advent to celebrating the joy of having our God 
come to us in the flesh.  Perhaps a prayer spoken some time ago 
will fit the transition: "Lord, I want to part of your great work 
and I'll do my part, even if I won't live to see it all come about. 
Because one day we'll all celebrate it together, and I can say,  
‘I was part of it.’

I wish you all Merry and Blessed Christmas.
Fr. Jim Mockler

REFLECTIONS ON ARISE TOGETHER IN CHRIST                                                                    by Cathryn Hall

In the Fall of 2011, in response 
to Bishop Fabbro’s invitation to  
Spiritual Renewal, the Cathedral 
parish joined forty other parishes 
across our diocese in the ARISE  
Together in Christ process for  
Spiritual Renewal. ARISE Together 

in Christ is a three year, parish-centered process of renewal, 
evangelization, and adult faith formation; formation that enables 
members to develop a closer relationship with Christ, grow in 
community, and reach out in service to others. This is not a just 
a short term process, but laying the foundations for an ongoing 
way of being Church, centered on both breaking open the Word of 
God in small faith communities, and on the Eucharist, shared and 
celebrated with the larger community every Sunday.  The process 
leads participants through five distinct periods of time (called 
seasons) each of which last six weeks.  Each season engages the 

entire parish in a developmental progression of Gospel themes: 
Encountering Christ Today, Change Our Hearts, In the Footsteps 
of Christ, New Heart, New Spirit and We are the Good News.   
 This November, brought the conclusion to the ARISE  
Together in Christ process with the completion of Season 
Five.  Over the past two years, close to 300 of our parishioners  
participated in the process.  The process has been enriching to 
many people’s faith, brought groups of parishioners together 
who may not have ever had the opportunity to meet, and inspired 
and challenged each participant to live out the Gospel values 
in a real and concrete way.  Through the small communities, 
the sharing of faith that occurred helped to make connections  
between faith and daily lives. Listening to one another share 
faith gave each participant a glimpse of someone else's  
relationship with God.  Ultimately, it helped everyone to 
see how God is working in our lives, 
and in the world in our personal and  continued on page  4
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a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather  
    stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.

For that which is, already has been;  
that which is to be, already is; and  

God seeks out that which has gone by. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, 15

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

GRAZINA TERESA PETRAUSKAS 
January 6, 1934 - November 26, 2013

ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING MAKES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the com-
pletion of its latest project which honours the wishes of 
Pope John Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of 
praying the Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs 
of those who are more comfortable with the option of 
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to 

them.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and faithful departed 
as we await the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased 
to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information 

concerning our many services.

For further information 
please contact a

 Family Service Counsellor.

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Chris Betzner, 
Douglas Manners, Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708

DANIEL GEORGE KWASNICA 
August 14, 1949 - October 21, 2013 

 

 When illness or age prevents us from engaging in  
favourite activities, we all hope that family and friends 
will not forget us. As a parish, we need to respond 
to this hope on the part of parishioners who find it  
impossible to attend Mass or to take part in  
parish events. For some time, the pastoral team has been  
considering how to do this. About a year ago the Outreach  
Committee presented a report outlining possible ways of 
organizing such a ministry and afterwards Fr. Steny spent 
several weeks getting to know the four dozen individuals  
already being visited by parish staff or Eucharistic ministers.   

 About thirty individuals interested in this ministry 
met the first week of October. Some of these were invited 
to join a Steering Committee to direct the next steps. An 
Orientation Session to be held Dec. 14 will help prepare 
the volunteer visitors whom we  hope to be able to send out 
early in the new year.

  If you know of anyone who might like to participate 
in this ministry or if you are aware of anyone who might 
like to be visited, please invite them to contact Fr. Steny. 
Mascarenhas at 226-700-4321 or smascarenhas@dol.ca

OUR PARISH MINISTRY OF CARE IS BECOMING A REALITY                                               by Susan Brown
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Solemnity of the  
Nativiy of the Lord 
Tues., December 26 

5:00-7:00pm    9:00-12:00am 
Wed., December 27 

8:30-10:30am  12:30pm

Thurs., December 26 
Feast of Stephen  10:00am 

Fri., December 27  
Feast of John  7:30am 

Mass for the Unborn  7:30pm

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sat., December 28  6:00pm 

Sun., December 29   
8:30am  10:30am   
12:30pm  7:30pm

Mon., December 30  12:05pm 
Tues., December 31  7:30am

Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God 

Tues., December 31  6:00pm 
Wed., January 1   

10:30am  12:30pm 

Thurs., January 2  
Feast of St. Basil  7:30am 
Fri., January 3  12:05pm

Solemnity of the  
Epiphany of the Lord 

Sat., January 4  6:00pm 
Sun., January 5   

8:30am  10:30am   
12:30pm  7:30pm

Mon., January 6  
Feast of St. Andre Bessette 

12:05pm 
Tues., January 7  7:30am 
Wed., January 8  12:05pm 
Thurs., January 9  7:30am 
Fri., January 10  12:05pm

Feast of the  
Baptism of the Lord 

Sat., January 11  6:00pm 
Sun., January 12   
8:30am  10:30am   
12:30pm  7:30pm

You Can Reach Us At…
519-432-3475

FAX: 519-432-5358

PARISH STAFF . . . . . . . EXT.
Fr. Jim Mockler, Rector . . . . . . . . 228 
jmockler@dol.ca

Fr. Steny Mascarenhas . . . . . . . . 224 
smascarenhas@dol.ca

Fr. Terry McNamara. . . . . . . . . . . 227 
tmcn@dol.ca

Deacon Len Hughes. . . . . . . . . . 221 
lhughes@dol.ca

Cathryn Hall, Pastoral Minister. . 225 
chall@dol.ca

Mitch Lenko,  
Business Administrator . . . . . . . . 226 
mlenko@dol.ca
RoseMary Cleary, Administrative 
Assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .222 
basilica@dol.ca

Mary Egan, Receptionist- 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .221 
megan@dol.ca

Church Information

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro C.S.B. 

Bishop of London

Fanshawe Park Rd.

York Street

Exeter Rd.

Queen’s Avenue

King Street
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St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica

Dufferin Avenue

CHRISTMAS SEASON

Mark C. Ambrogio,  
Editor 

Cathryn Hall 
Albin C. Kmet 
Mitch Lenko 

Dominic Tang 
Ina Pakkert 

Hilary Bates Neary

Cathedral  
Connections Editing 

Committee 

OUR LETTER TO ST. NICHOLAS                     December 2013

Dear St. Nicholas

 Here we are again. You have been very good to us since 
we last wrote. We now have a new boiler system and you even 
found the money for us to pay for it. But even though you found 
the money, we still have to pay it back. And just a couple of weeks 
before Christmas, you fixed our sound system. There are no more 
loud bangs or crackly noises. It sounds great again!

 There were some other things that we didn’t ask for over the 
years, because the renovation was always a priority. There are new 
vestments that we badly need.  The ones we have now are quite 
old and our Bishop has to wear them, even though they are starting 
to look shabby. Our Rector has to wear them all the time too, but 
he doesn’t like to complain. We have some money from an estate 
designated for vestments, but it won’t be enough.

 Visitors are always impressed with the exterior of the  
Cathedral, but once inside, the walls leave a lot to be desired,  
unless you favour the medieval look. Some good paint would 
do wonders, especially in the vestry where some is noticeably  
peeling. And don’t forget our church doors, especially the inside 
ones; some are starting to look worn-out.

 Pope Francis wants us to become more evangelical. Instead 
of a life size Nativity scene on our large lawn, (which we don’t 
have anyway) perhaps we could move into the 21st century with 
projected holographic three-d image. It could be a mini nativity 
pageant with the Christ child, shepherds and magi and camels 
and everything. It would attract a lot of attention, especially if it’s  
facing the intersection of Dufferin and Richmond. Do you think 
it would attract too much attention? And maybe cause an auto  
accident or two? That means law suits, and we don’t need any of 
those.

 If not that, then maybe you could help us improve our  
website so that we could show short videos of the nativity scene or 
other biblical events. Shut ins would love it. Or maybe the Chair 
of our Finance committee could explain the Cathedral’s annual  
financial statement on a video. If some of our parishioners can’t get 
to Mass for whatever reason, maybe we could bring some of the 
Mass or other activities to them.

 We’ve got the talent, we have the time, it’s the treasure part 
that we are currently missing.

 Thanks St. Nicholas for once more considering our needs.

The Cathedral  
Finance Committee

FINANCE COMMITTEE
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BARRY MARCHEDDS
DISCOUNT
DRAIN
SERVICE

555 Third Street, London, ON N5V 2C1 
Telephone: 519-451-8342 

Fax : 519-451-3520 
www.discountdrainservice.com

Plumbing • Drains • Septic Tanks
Wet Basement Repairs

Bobcat • Backhoe • Dump Trucks
Trenching • Site Servicing 

Mini-Excavating • Excavating  
Electric Eel Service

 A snowy, blustery day did not deter the shoppers from  
attending the annual CWL Christmas Bazaar on November 
23rd.  Shortly after the doors opened at 9am, the Christmas  
Wonderland was filled with people, with the rush continuing 
through the morning and into the afternoon.

 There were a lot of displays as well as raffle items.  The 
Christmas hamper was filled with enough groceries to put on a 
Christmas dinner – and then some!

 As well, the Tea Room tables were occupied with hungry 
shoppers and gave a wonderful place for lunch and conversation.

 In preparation for the Bazaar, a group of ladies met on the 
morning of Saturday October 25 in the parish kitchen, to bake 
apple pies.  There were a couple of assembly lines going, some 
paring and coring, slicing, mixing – others rolling out the dough 
and lining the pie plates.  All had a great time and there were 
over 40 pies ready to be baked and sold at the Bazaar Bake Table.  
They were a "Sell Out", in addition to the other baked goods  
donated by parishioners and members.

 Because of donations received from the parish, the Penny 
Table, the Toonie Table, the Religious Table, the Nearly New  
Table, and the Christmas Table (to mention a few) had a great  
selection for shoppers to choose from.  Thank you to all who  
donated!  A special thanks goes out to the donors for the Silent  
Auction table, who donate year-after-year.  We do  
appreciate your generosity. In addition to the Christmas theme 
tables, there were books and tapes for sale in the Hall.  Room 105 
was turned into a "General Store", where miscellaneous clothing 
items and household goods were on display and generated many 
sales.  Again, these items were donated by the parish and CWL  
members – and has continued to be an attraction for shoppers 

over the years.  Any items that were not sold were donated to 
various charities in London.

 Because of all donations received and all the work of 
the CWL members and other volunteers, the Bazaar was very 
successful again!

 Thanks also to Father Steny and his youth group who 
came and helped with the Bazaar and the subsequent clean-up 
duties.

 A potluck luncheon was held on Saturday, December 
7th.  The Executive entertained with a Julie Andrews song to 
the tune of "My Favourite Things".  There were a couple of 
draws for poinsettia plants.  Gifts were collected to be given to 
the Women's Community House.  

 This event has always been a happy conclusion to our 
year and a welcome to the Christmas Season.  We sincerely 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and all the best for 2014!

CWL UPDATE - CHRISTMAS BAZAAR                                                        by Julie Sans and Dora Dannecker

REFLECTIONS ON ARISE TOGETHER IN CHRIST

collective call to holiness. 
 On Dec. 3, all those 
who participated in the pro-
cess over the five seasons were 
invited to celebrate Mass with 
Bishop Fabbro presiding, fol-
lowed by a reception.  A video 
was produced and shown at 
the reception with testimoni-
als by several participants of 
how the process enriched and 
enhanced their faith life.  The 
testimonials were very mov-
ing, heartfelt, and inspiring.   
 Thank you to all who 
accepted the invitation from 
Bishop Fabbro to begin the 
process of spiritual renewal 
through ARISE Together in 
Christ. A special thank you to 
the Arise Parish Team: Jane 
Jeffery (chair), Sharon Barrick, 
Ann Marie Bombassaro, Lisa 

De Ruiter, Martin Healey, Ed 
Kabel, and Albin Kmet. Many 
hours of planning, training, 
and organization went into the 
preparation for each season.  
 As we formally con-
clude the Arise process, the 
call to spiritual renewal, the 
call to holiness is an ongoing 
call to everyone.  This renew-
al, drawing us closer to Jesus, 
will open us to the gift that 
God gives us in Baptism.  It 
will call us to recognize that 
only with God's guidance can 
we carry out the mission given 
to us, invite us to see that only 
with open hearts to hearing 
God's Word can we announce 
his message to others, and re-
mind us that only if we allow 
his joy to transform our lives, 
can we bring his joy to others.  

continued from page 1
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The year 2013 has passed and many resolutions were made by 
persons with admirable intentions. However, needless to say, 
some were broken. The Knights of Columbus never break their 
promise to serve the church, community and those who re-
quire assistance. One way we do so is by raising funds through  
numerous events without the year. 

 Giving is very rewarding. For example, one recent cash 
donation by the Knights of Columbus was made to help the 
people in the Philippines who lost their families, friends and 
belongings in that disaster.  Another donation was to Mission 
Services, Salvation Army to pay for 100 Christmas meals. We 
also purchased a wheel chair for a disabled person.

 To date, four events have taken place since the start of 
our fraternal year which begins on July 1st. There was a Fall 
breakfast which included a setting after two Masses, a Karaoke 
Night, working with the Food Bank and lastly, an Elimination 
Draw which was just recently on held December 7th. Thanks 
to the efforts of our numerous members under the leadership 
of event chairmen, our council raised funds for the church,  
seminary and those in need. All of these events were very  
successful and we have others planned in the following months. 

 An event coming up in January is the Winter Welcome 
Lunch. The Knights of Columbus, CWL, the Outreach program 
and St. Vincent de Paul work together as a team and invite over 
100 persons in need to a very good, served, full course hot lunch.

 You have the opportunity, through the Knights of  
Columbus, to do your share of providing comfort to those per-
sons who require our help. By joining our council at St. Peter’s 
Cathedral Basilica, your life will be more rewarding than you 
can imagine. If you require additional information or wish to 
join the Knights of Columbus, please contact Grand Knight, 
Larry Barrett at 519-657-0819, or email me at larrybarrett@
sympatico.ca

 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS                                                                                                           by Larry Barrett

I’m a bit tired. How about you Joe?

The web site can be found  
on the Internet at: 
http://www.cathedral.dol.ca

We look forward 

to your visit  

& invite you 

to send us 

your comments 

 via email.

St. Peter’s On The 
     Web..
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 On Saturday November 9, members of the St. Peter's 
and the St. Martin of Tours CWL groups came together for five 
hours of faith and fun, with over forty women present, for a 
workship, entitled Catch The Fire.  Facilitated by members of 
the diocesan executive (Lucy Hendricks, Angela Pellerin, and 
Dara Hartman), we were also joined by Mary Maxwell, the  
Region representative.

 The day began with the praying of the Nicene Creed, a 
prayer which so joyously expresses our belief in God, in His 
Son, Our Lord Jesus  Christ, and in the Holy Spirit – a prayer 
which ends beautifully with "I look forward to the Resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come – Amen."

 Throughout the day, we were presented with twelve  
modules, incorporating a "Fire" theme.  Woven amongst the 
theme were comforting words from Holy Scripture: "I am with 
you always ... You are the light of the world ... The faithful will 
abide in Him with love."

 There were also many opportunities to reaffirm our  
commitment to Our Lord and His Mother – Our Mother.  We 
shared with each other successes of the past and ideas for the 
future.  Lucy, Angela, Dara and Mary guided us through a  
presentation on developing personal skills in leadership roles, 
and encouraged members to seek out those amongst the  
membership who are gifted in various abilities.

 Many thanks to Julie Sans, our hardworking President, 
for organizing the day – and especially for providing a lasagna 
luncheon with all the trimmings.  She was assisted by Sandra 
Sanford and Joan Dalton, who contributed additional treats as 
well as a mid-morning break.  

 This day surely was indicative of the spirit of the CWL!

CATCH THE FIRE - CWL                                                                                                                    by K. Luxton 

By Mitch Lenko

 That was the year that we decided to take our winter  
vacation to coincide with our Christmas holidays. It meant that we 
could be away longer. I had some misgivings about not being 
able to attend Christmas mass in our  home town Cathedral. 
There wouldn’t be the calming  emotion of freshly fallen snow  
settling softly on neighbouring large evergreens, the magical effect 
of all the parishioners singing along with our choir, and  the cordial 
Christmas best wishes and handshakes from smiling friends after 
mass. I knew that I would miss that annual warm experience and I 
was ready for the loss. But I was totally unprepared for what did 
occur. 

 We were staying in Clearwater, on the gulf side of Florida 
and within easy driving distance of Tampa. Christmas morning 
brought bright sunshine and a warm gentle breeze from the gulf.  A 
local newspaper listed names and sketches of churches in the area, 
and I selected the Catholic Church that appeared to be the newest, 
situate in a suburb of Tampa.

 It was a pleasant drive and the church was easily discernable 
by its unique appearance.  The main entrance and foyer were square 
in shape and constructed of poured concrete, with a large glass 
front.  Attached to it was a pyramid shaped building that housed the 
main body of the church. The six large palm trees scattered around 
the perimeter of the  building gave it the impression of a welcoming  
oasis in an asphalt desert. Inside the entranceway were two small 
evergreens in planters heavily laden with Christmas ornaments of 
all types. It certainly bore no resemblance to a northern Cathedral 
at Christmas time, but that was to be expected.

 The interior was inviting and the floor sloped moderately 
to a centre circular area that resembled a Shakespearian theatre. 
The altar was in the middle with a podium to one side. Seating for 
the choir and musicians, specifically a drummer, guitar player and 
pianist, together with  their instruments was on the other side. The 
pastor, Monsignor Patrick O’Reilly, was the celebrant and judging 
from his pleasant accent, he was clearly educated in Ireland.

 Monsignor moved to the podium,  read the gospel and  
delivered his homily. His comments were brief and touched on 
the birth of Jesus being heralded by a star so bright that wise men 
followed it for many miles until they found him. The parishioners 
were all invited to  follow that same light that was shining on us this 
day. That appeared to conclude his remarks, but then, without 
leaving the podium, he slowly reached inside his vestments and 
took out a folded piece of paper. He began to open the folds and 
then hesitated, as if trying to decide whether to continue or not. 

 Quietly he opened the paper and laid it flat on the face of 
the podium, then said with a very light tremor in his voice, “We 
have all experienced very difficult times at some point or other in 
our lives, some more than others. I am always overwhelmed and  

mystified by how God provides us with the means necessary to 
overcome them.”

 “Many of you will remember young Crystal Barber of this 
parish,” he continued. “She was the young nine year old girl killed 
by a car while walking home from school last March. Her mother 
is a parishioner here; you know her uncle Henry, he is one of our 
ushers, and her aunt Martha is sitting in our choir. I went to visit 
Crystal’s mother two days ago. This would be her first Christmas 
without her only child. “ 

 Monsignor paused... the church fell totally silent...no one 
cleared their throat...no one shuffled their feet.

 “When I asked her how she was managing and what I could 
do to help her through this difficult  time, she went to a desk and 
handed me this piece of paper. She told me that it was a Christmas 
message that she wrote, but imagined that her daughter had written 
it to her. “

 He began reading,... 

“Don’t shed a tear for me, mommy dear,  
I am spending Christmas in heaven with Jesus this year.”

 The silence intensified… children didn’t fidget or whimper...  
everyone waited on the next words.

Monsignor continued reading slowly,  

“I always enjoyed the night sky when the stars were bright,  
But seeing them from up here is a magnificent sight.  
Don’t shed a tear for me, mommy dear,  
I am spending Christmas in heaven with Jesus this year.”

“I loved to listen to our church choir, it was a habit of mine, 
But the sound of the angel chorus is truly divine. 
Don’t shed a tear for me mommy dear, 
I am spending Christmas in heaven with Jesus this year.”

“I can see the whole earth from here, 
It is round in shape with a lovely blue sea 
You will see it someday too, when you join me. 
Don’t shed a tear for me mommy dear,  
I am spending Christmas in heaven with Jesus this year.”

 Everyone continued to sit silently.  Several were dabbing 
their eyes with a handkerchief. Monsignor folded the slip of paper 
and placed it inside his vestment pocket.  He lowered his eyes, 
stood in silence for several minutes. He then asked everyone to 
stand and continued to say Mass, “Let us pray!” 
 
Editorial comment: The above story is based on actual facts. 
Names have been changed out of respect for the privacy of the  
family involved.

THE TAMPA OCCURRENCE 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL UPDATE                                            by Stella Mikitiuk

What can I give Him?
 As Christmas approached, how often did you 
ask yourself this question, “What should I give him 
or her, my grandfather, my wife, my brother, my 
mother?” What would be an appropriate gift? What 
would show my regard, my feelings, my appreciation 
or my love for that person? How often did this ques-
tion send you into a momentary frenzy and out into 
the malls with that look of anxiety and puzzlement on 
your face? But more importantly, when does that ex-
pression of calm and accomplishment finally return?

 A very old Christmas poem by Christina Ro-
setti asks us the same simple, yet profound, question 
in another context, that of a child’s poem. The poem 
can be applied to any age and poses a question that 
requires an answer. We are reminded that this spe-
cial day, Christmas, is the day on which the most 
important gift of all was given. Unfortunately, the 
question being asked can be lost very easily, as is the 
true meaning of the day, in the busyness of Christmas 
preparations. 

 The poem’s question is “What should I give 
HIM?” It is followed by a series of possibilities pre-
ceded by the phrase, “If I were…..” It is posed in a 
very different and challenging context…….read on 
and consider the content carefully.

What can I give Him, Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 

Yet what can I give him? 
Bring Him my……………..

 As you finished reading the poem, you  
probably very easily determined what the final word 
written by the author is.  Now, using the following 
framework, complete the poem in your own words 
and in the context of your own life. The result need 
not rhyme………..

What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 

If I were a …………. 
I would………………… 

If I were a …………………. 
I would……………… 

Yet what can I give Him? 
Bring Him………………………

 Thank you to everyone who brought Him 
their “heart” this Christmas time and offered a gift 
to the poor and the marginalized. Your donations 
of gift cards, bus tickets and warm winter clothing 
to the Ministry of St. Vincent de Paul through the 
Christmas Angel Tree Program was shared with the 
residents of over 150 homes within the boundaries 
of St. Peter’s Cathedral Parish this Christmas.

 This is the largest number of visits we have 
ever made at Christmas time. The need continues 
to grow every year.  The distribution of gifts took 
place on Saturday, December 18 beginning at 9 
a.m. after gathering for prayer with Deacon Len.   
Instructions for the morning’s task were given. 
Ten teams of two Vincentians visited 15 homes 
each that morning! During the visit, residents of 
those same 150 homes were invited to the Winter  
Welcome Lunch to be hosted at St. Peter’s on  
January 18. The event is sponsored jointly by the 
CWL, the Knights of Columbus, the Outreach  
Committee and the SSVP. 

 This daunting early morning task was  
accomplished by over twenty Vincentians and  
Associate Volunteers who do their quiet ministry 
with an amazing sense of dedication to those in 
need. They were supported strongly by your warm 
and generous hearts and your prayers! Thank you 
most sincerely on behalf of all who received these 
very special gifts at Christmas. 

May God bless you, each and every one!  
Merry Christmas!
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 Since September last, our Parish Centre has been transformed from a quiet and sedate enclave of meeting rooms, that were usually empty in the day 
time, to a vibrant combination of offices, education and services. All the non-meeting rooms have now been leased to a full complement of one, two and 
three year tenancies. 

 The halls are no longer silent. In the past, a person walking the halls during the day might hear some gentle laughter from behind a closed door  
harbouring the “Snack and Chat” group twice a month. Or they may identify whispers of prayer from the small group of ladies attending the weekly meeting 
of the Legion of Mary. Now, you are more likely to hear the sounds of young children in a classroom, a teacher tending a row of pre kindergarten children 
waiting patiently in a line alongside a washroom, an ESL teacher working with new immigrants helping them grasp the challenges of day to day English 
jargon, or a counsellor encouraging a developmentally handicapped person to stay with their group on the way to their private corridor and classroom. 

 There are sounds of productivity and progress, and the building seems to respond to the wealth of activity and relish its renewed usefulness.

MEET OUR NEW NEIGHBOURS

ANAGO (NON) RESIDENTIAL RESOURCES INC.
 This tenant is a not-for-profit , registered charity which has  
provided treatment services for children, youth and adults in Southwestern  
Ontario since 1958. The word “Anago” comes from the ancient Greek  
language. “Ana” means to redo something, to improve on it”. “Ago” is the verb 
“to lead”. Anago literally translated means “to lead from one place to another”. 
 Their mission is to provide a safe and inclusive environment that  
inspires individuals to realize their own potential resulting in a resilient nd vibrant  
community. Their philosophy has been to establish positive  
therapeutic relationships with supported individuals. They believe in a 
“just“ society where every individual regardless of handicap, has the right 
to be included and treated with honesty, dignity and respect. They serve 
three target markets, one of which are individuals with development  
challenges including those with extreme complex behaviours and/or who 
may also be medically fragile It is this small group of six to seven that 
meet with counselors in our parish centre each day from Monday to Friday.  
 In the classroom which they occupy, they conduct projects, identify with  
current events and use the facility as a home base for other activities in the wider 
community. They travel together by van in company with a counsellor and can often 
be seen moving as a group from the parking area to their space on the second floor.  
 The organization has other locations both in London and in other  
 communities that relate to their services for female youth in need protection, and male 
youth in conflict with the law.

NANCY CAMPBELL COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
 This institute is an accredited Canadian private school dedicated to  
inspiring academic excellence within a clear moral framework and offering  
classes from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12. It is a non-denominational school 
inspired by the Bhai Faith, which consists of moral education, the promotion of 
unity in diversity, the belief that men and women are equal , and that youth can 
move the world. It teaches that rectitude of conduct, trustworthiness and honesty 
are essential elements in the foundation of stability and progress in the world.

 Two classes currently lease space on the second floor of the parish  
centre. One is a delightful junior kindergarten class of well behaved children 
whose youthful innocence adds a welcome atmosphere to the building. The  
second class is at the elementary level and can be heard enjoying the use of 
the gym during lunch breaks and after class. A number of them have become  
tumbling stalwarts.  

The school opened its doors in 1993 and more recently was located at 451  
Ridout Street North. It expected to move its entire school to a new location in 
the fall of 2013, but renovations to an existing building were delayed. Most of 
the school moved to its original location in Stratford with students commuting by 
school bus.

 The two classes in the Parish Centre have a one year lease with the  
Cathedral with provision for renewal and/or extension. 

Students, staff & parents enjoying the 
Halloween Party

The new hall way look Claire - elemntary class teacher Rachel - pre-kindergarten teacher
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 CANADIAN ESL EDUCATION CENTRE 
 This is awarm friendly, low pressure environment. We offer  
individual or small group instructions from experienced ESL Professionals. Our 
programs are designed to match the needs of the students. Our commitment to  
welcoming and accommodating every type and age group of students, from 
elementary to secondary to University, and from children to adults. Part time 
as well as full time courses are offered. International Students on a tourist visa 
are also welcomed. Lessons include conversation, vocabulary, speed reading, 
essay writing and listening skills. We also offer IELTS and TOELF preparation. 
The Centre also offers a large selection of ESL Resources such as books and 
CDs for specific needs.

 The importance of learning English cannot be overstated, for the  
thousands of immigrants coming to London, Ontario Canada. We place the 
importance to be able to communicate in English. Our ESL courses will help 
you read, write, listen and speak in the shortest possible time.

 Having lived in Japan, for more than 20 years, I have developed a 
more compassionate understanding of situations faced by ESL students main 
streaming into a different culture. Living in another country in which the  
customs and culture are different can be very stressful. At our center we  
welcome to students to London community as much as possible. Sports 

and recreation activities are a great way to learn some English and Canadian  
culture.  Practical knowledge of the English language can create fantastic  
opportunities not only in London, but in Canada as well.

 On a final note it was more than twenty years ago I started out as an 
ESL teacher in London Ontario. Ironically it was at St. Peters Life Long learn-
ing Centre where I was able to get some practical  
experience as a volunteer. After that I went to Japan 
and worked in the Public Junior High Schools and  
Elementary Schools for ten years. After I was able to 
open two private ESL Schools in Saitama 30 minuets 
from Tokyo. When you leave London and see Tokyo 
Japan it is indeed culture shock. Coming back to my 
hometown of London Ontario last year I experienced 
what you call counter culture shock which is even more 
stressful. However St. Peters cathedral and school have 
stood the test of time in serving the Lord.

For more information about the Canadian ESL  
Education Centre please contact info@canadianesl.
ca or web site Free 45 minute intake by appointment 
http://canadianeslcentre.com/ Tel 519 636 9886 533 
Clearance Street 2nd Floor London Ontario N6A 3N1 

THE WOTCH COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 
FAMILY SUPPORT OFFICE 

 This office has been located in Room 207 at 533 Clarence Street for 
almost 2 years. Sabrina Andrews, a full-time family support worker and Trudy 
Gratto, a part-time assistant provide support to family members, caregivers, 
friends and significant others of individuals who live with a mental illness. 
WOTCH is a not-for-profit, community based organization established to provide  
assistance to individuals living with a serious mental illness. Its vision is to  
build “a community where all are offered respect, dignity and hope for  
recovery.” The main offices are located on Queen’s Avenue but the  
Family Support Office, located at St. Peter’s, provides a central, accessible  
location for loved ones to receive services and support during the illness and 
recovery process of their mentally ill loved one.

 Each family affected by mental illness will have different needs 
but one thing is certain …. when someone in a family experiences a  
mental illness all members are affected. The services include one-to-one 
meetings to assess what the needs might be. This could include continued 
one-to-one meetings, links to other community resources, psycho-educa-
tion and help to develop a positive relationship with their ill family member. 

Learning opportunities are offered through a variety of ways: Psycho-educa-
tional sessions offer mental health education in a group setting. Recovery- 
focused presentations and suicide awareness workshops help families devel-
op ways to support recovery. 

 A referral can be made through any WOTCH community team member. 
Self-referral is also welcomed. During 2014 an amalgamation of community 
mental health services will merge 3 local agencies: WOTCH, Regional Mental 
Health Care London-Mid-
dlesex and SEARCH  
Community Mental Health 
Services in Strathroy. Our 
name will change to Cana-
dian Mental Health Associ-
ation-Middlesex but family 
support services will con-
tinue to be an integral part 
of the recovery process for 
families meeting the chal-
lenges of mental illness.

BROADWATER EDUCATION CENTRE (BECC) 
an accredited private school established in 1999.

 BECC has had the privilege of teaching English as a Second Language 
to many young adults and adults (oldest being 74) from all over the non-
English speaking countries such as Korea, Japan, Indonesia, China, Hungary, 
Poland, France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Russia, Dubai, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Iran, Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, Venezuela, Brazil, Colombia and Quebec and 
many more.

Besides teaching 5 Levels of English as a Second Language (ESL) BECC 
also teaches courses such as  IELTS (International English Language Testing  
System) and TOEFL (test of English as foreign language). 

 Our mission is small classes, individual attention, caring teachers and 
homey atmosphere. We take care of our students from the time they decide 
to come to study with us until they go home with a happy memorable stay 
in Canada. In order to do that we depend on our homestay families. Many  
Londoners help us to host our students for many reasons. One main reason 
is to get exposed to different cultures. Besides attending ESL classes 5 days 
a week, our host families play a very big role by helping our students to get 
the command of spoken English by constant interaction and getting them 
exposed to Canadian culture. Host families provide them room and board for 
a nominal fee.

 Leaving their native country and coming to a new country with a new 
language, culture, food is hard to imagine to some of us, but these students 
want to take the challenge. Canada has been very good in embracing people 
from all over the world, and London, Ontario is no exception. Our teachers 
make extensive efforts to take them out on field trips, so our students can 
get firsthand experience with the use of English language. We also take them 

on full day excursions to Niagara Falls, CN Tower and some local attractions 
such London City Hall, Library, Covent Garden Market, Fanshawe Pioneer Park,  
Indian Village etc.

 We make sure our come to Canada with mandatory medical  
insurance, proper clothing for proper season, especially in the winter months. 
Many of our students go through a severe homesick syndrome; with our help 
and with the help of our host families we try to make them feel at home. 
Some families even go to the extent of learning how to cook food from stu-
dent’s native country.  Muslim students do not eat pork and pork by- products; 
hence we make sure, our host families are informed about it. We also encour-
age our students to get accustomed to eat Canadian food. Here are two stories 
of many - a young lad from Indonesia asked (when he could express himself) 
in Canada, if they ever eat rice, as he was tired of eating potatoes and bread 
every day. Another French teenager was amazed why Canadians eat so many 
hot dogs, hamburgers and pizza- and why hamburgers were always burnt! 

 We are very happy and joyful when our students go home to their 
native land with a good knowledge of the English Language spoken and  
written, good  
memories and want 
to recommend to 
their relatives and 
friends to join BECC 
in London, Ontario. 

 We often 
wonder whether we 
will ever see them 
again!!

Sophie Colaco
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CWL BURSARIES AWARDS

 This past Spring, the St. Peter's CWL Council decided 
to offer two Bursaries in the amount of $500 each to two 
students from our parish enrolled in a university or college 
program (and the requirements listed in the application form, 
which was available from the parish office and the welcome 
desk).  

 A committee was formed to evaluate the applications 
and ultimately award the bursaries.  Choosing two recipiants 
proved to be a difficult task, because all of the applicants 

were most deserving!

 After some deliberation, the two applicants chosen 
were:

Emily Rouse and Rosa Choi
 Our Council wishes to congratulate  

Emily and Rosa – and wishes them all the best  
through the academic year!

'Twas in the moon of winter-time 
When all the birds had fled, 
That mighty Gitchi Manitou 

Sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, 

And wandering hunter heard the hymn: 
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

In excelsis gloria."

Within a lodge of broken bark 
The tender Babe was found, 
A ragged robe of rabbit skin 
Enwrapp'd His beauty round; 

But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
The angel song rang loud and high... 

"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 
In excelsis gloria."

The earliest moon of wintertime 
Is not so round and fair 
As was the ring of glory 

On the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before him knelt 

With gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

In excelsis gloria.

O children of the forest free, 
O sons of Manitou, 

The Holy Child of earth and heaven 
Is born today for you. 

Come kneel before the radiant Boy 
Who brings you beauty, peace and joy. 
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

In excelsis gloria."

THE HURON CAROL

 Christmas provides us with the opportunity to be with 
family and friends – and to think of all the comforts of home.  
It is a time of nostalgia, of remembering awhere we came 
from and all of the happy memories of years before.  For us as  
Canadians, this can be a task that is spiritually rewarding, as we 
think of a those who have gone before us in faith.  

 It is not often that we associate saints with our homeland 
of Canada – we often think instead of 4th century North Africa, 
or 19th century Europe.  But we do have much to remember, as 
we gather in song.

 Although born in France, St. Jean de Brébeuf (1593 – 

1649) can be considered an honourary Canadian, since he 
brought the Christian faith to many Canadian first nations  
peoples and was martyred while doing so.  In particular, 
St Jean ministered to the mission which is now known as  
"Sainte-Marie among the Hurons".

 Based on a traditional French melody, the Huron Carol 
was St. Jean's attempt to explain the Christmas story in a way 
that could be understood by members of the Huron nation.

 This English version was translated and adapted by  
Jesse Edgar Middleton.
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Happy Birthday Frances Nicholls – Age 103! 
That is not a typing error. Parishioner 
Frances Nicholls will be celebrating 
her 103rd birthday on Christmas Day, 
2013.

 I was excited about the interview 
with Mrs. Nicholls. There would be 
so many questions to ask and so many 
things to learn about the lifestyle and 
habits of a centenarian. What could 
they tell us about her youth; what was 
life like for a child 80 and 90 years 
ago; then the obvious question, “What 
is the secret of your longevity?” Actu-
arial figures suggest centenarians make 
up less than 1% of the population. Here 
at the Cathedral, I am not aware of any 

other parishioner who can claim that distinction.

 The visit with Frances Nicholls was most pleasant and  
informative. She is a delightful, refined lady who thinks and speaks 
clearly, still enjoys a fine memory and was most hospitable. Her  
eyesight has been gradually declining, she has difficulty reading, and 
uses a cane and manages to live alone. 

 Frances was born and raised in Ireland very close to the city 
of Cork. Her father was a doctor and she tells of her very happy 
childhood. “My parents were wonderful and I was the apple of 
my father’s eye. At Christmas I would usually get two gifts, one 
for Christmas and one for my birthday. It was often a doll, and the  
second gift would be doll clothes or something for a dollhouse."

 “There was no public transportation then, so I did lots of  
walking. We said the family rosary each evening after dinner. It was a 
must. None of us were permitted to leave the house until we gathered 
together and prayed the rosary. We were always properly dressed for 
mass on Sunday, not  like to-day where we see Eucharistic ministers in 
shorts and running shoes. I continue to wear a hat in church to this day.’ 
 “I was taught by the nuns at school who were very strict and 
I was sometimes scandalized. My mother was very understanding 
and thoughtful and one day she noticed I was very concerned about 
something. 

 “What is it, my child", she asked. 

 “‘I saw a priest smoking today.’ Mercy, that was terrible. My 
mother then explained that priests are only human too. But she also 
had a strict code of conduct. She cautioned that I could never be seen 
alone with a man unless it was my father or brother. 

 “’But how can I 
ever find a husband 
then?, I protested. 
I would sometimes 
sneak out of the house 
and meet a neighbour 
or the delivery boy, 
and go for a walk”.

 “Some of the  
children believed at 
that time that if a girl 
was kissed by a boy, 
she would be pregnant. 
The word sex was nev-
er mentioned. My, how 
times have changed. “

 The family was 
in Ireland during the 

first world war. Frances vividly remem-
bers the rationing of many staple items in 
Great Britain. Food was in short supply and  
ration books were handed out for items 
such as meat, butter, cheese, sugar and coal.  
Rationing was necessary to ensure that no 
one would starve in Ireland. The memory of 
the scarcity of food had an impact on a later 
decision to move to Canada.

 Following the completion of her formal education, Frances 
took a position as a nanny to the children of an engineer, and his 
wife, who lived near London, England and she moved to their home. 
She remembers it as a very happy experience. She became very 
attached to their three children and a strong bond developed. She 
would always travel with the family to look after the children and 
still remembers exciting trips to Rome and Switzerland. 

 After several years, the children’ s mother died. The  
relationship with the children strengthened further and after several 
years, much like the story line in a heart warming English Victorian 
novel, she married the childrens' father. 

 
“My husband was a good man and we were a happy couple. We 
found plenty to do in our own company. He became a convert to the 
Catholic Church. We had no children of our own but his children  
regarded me with same respect and love as a natural parent and I love 
them the same way to this day. We never said ‘step child ‘or ‘step 
mother’ and we never will. ”

 Rationing didn’t end in Britain until years after the war ended. 
At one point, one of their sons came to Canada and noted the sharp 
contrast in the availability of large quantities of food here. He was 
particularly close to his father and convinced his parents to immigrate 
to Canada. Within a matter of months, they obtained the necessary 
documentation from the Canadian immigration office in London, 
England and the couple sailed to Canada on the Queen Elizabeth. 
They landed in New York City and after several days travelled to 
Toronto and took up residency there. Mr. Nicholls obtained employ-
ment with Massey Ferguson as an engineer and the couple remained 
in Toronto until he passed away from a heart attack in the mid 1990s. 

 At that point, Frances now a widow and in her eighties,  
decided to move to London to be closer to her daughter who was also 
a widow. In 1995, she found a comfortable small apartment within 
walking distance of the Cathedral and has lived there to this day.

 Her first impression of the Cathedral was that it was too 
big, both in terms of size and number of parishioners. She found it  
difficult to meet other parishioners. Often her daughter would pick 
her up and drive her to St. Patrick’s Church 

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors

By Mitch Lenko

Frances Nicholls with  
Fr. Steny

The house altar

Apostolic blessing from Pope Benedict  
on her 100th birthday continued on page 12
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which was her home parish. Frances wasn’t content to sit home and 
volunteered for a time at Marian Villa where she would visit with 
patients and often take them outdoors in their wheelchairs.

 On one occasion around the turn of the century, Frances  
attended a three day mission at St. Patrick’s church that was con-
ducted by an Irish priest. She had a habit of sitting in the second row 
and noticed that each night, a gentleman was sitting in the same row 
near her. On third day of the mission, the Irish priest leading the mis-
sion said, “”We will now select a hymn for our last song to-night.‘”

 Frances whispered to the man beside her.”Maybe they will 
ask us to sing Danny Boy.” There were smiles all around.

 “Lord I’m Irish” mused Frances. After the service, she and the 
man whose name was John, introduced themselves. Over the years 
they became close friends. He was a widower and they often had 
coffee after mass and began attending social events in company with 
each other. They regularly attended Mass together, maintained sepa-
rate living quarters and never married, but were near inseparable. 

 “Joseph was of Irish descent and a gentleman through to his 
fingertips.” Frances sighed. ‘He died six years ago, but I am still 
friendly with his family. John’s son-in-law will pick me up and drive 
me to St. Patrick’s from time to time as well."  That church certainly 
recalls many important memories for her, although she maintains 
her status as a shut-in parishioner at the Cathedral and is visited on a 
regular basis by Fr. Steny . 

 Frances is pious when alone, but sociably outgoing with  
others. She enjoys company and meaningful and interesting  
conversation. She doesn’t hesitate to express her views on topics 
when asked. “The gift of speech is gone. After dinner, someone  
always asks what's on television’ and everyone leaves. We used to 
enjoy friendly conversations after dinner discussing what happened 
that day, whether at school or elsewhere.” 

 When asked what she would change in her life if she were to 
live it over again, she replied without hesitation, "I would ask the 
Lord to put me on earth at age twenty-five, because I wouldn’t know 
what to do. I would have to learn computers, because we can’t seem 
to exist anywhere without them. "

 Her granddaughter Helen, who manages her financial matters 

and calls at least twice a day, asked if she would like the services of a 
cleaning lady. Her prompt reply was , ‘No Thank you. Do you want 
me to just sit here and supervise? I can do my own vacuuming thank 
you.” 

 Our centenarian has great affection for St. Anthony of Padua, 
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 “I say the rosary daily, often up to five times a day. All 
my prayers seem to be answered, and I always pray to the Sacred 
Heart too. Old fashioned people have great faith.” She has set up a 
small prayer altar on the top of her dresser that includes statues and  
pictures, a photo of Pope John Paul ll. and a holy water font. 

 Her apartment is warm and inviting. She watches the evening 
news, is not able to knit any longer because of her eyesight, and has 
several collections. One is a collection of leprechauns.

 “Leprechauns are considered to be good luck in Ireland. They 
are the ones who found the gold at the bottom of the rainbow. I like 
to put the large one on the balcony in the summertime.”

 The other collection is of stuffed bears. The family has a habit 
of sending her a stuffed teddy bear, if they are unable to visit with her 
on special occasions. The largest, whom she calls Bruno the Bear, 
wears dark sun glasses. It is one of her favourites and had a different 
explanation.  She was with the donor in the store when it was pur-
chased for her, and she wouldn’t let the store clerk wrap it up. She 
insisted on taking it home in her arms without packaging. 

 Then the inevitable question, “What is the secret of your long 
life?”

 "The doctor said it is because I have never smoked or drank. 
My parents never drank, but my father smoked a pipe. I had wonder-
ful parents, a happy marriage and wonderful children. I always had 
peace of mind and strong faith. I have a disc problem in my back and 
it never leaves me void of some pain and in bad weather my arthritis 
acts up. My days are sometimes very long, But I am comfortable 
here. The apartment is warm and I have warm water. I’m fine.”

 Then a surprise observation from Frances. She wasn’t  
worried about dying overnight, only about leaving a clean kitchen if 
that happened.

 “Each night I wash my tea cup before I go to bed. If I die 
overnight, I don’t want anyone to say that I was lazy and didn’t wash 
the dishes.”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FRANCES!  
Let’s do this again next year.

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors continued

The Leprechauns

Bruno The Bear

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ELIMINATION DRAW

Kim Brunton  $50 
Rino Forcetta  $50 
Laudelino Lopes  $50 
Michael Santolupo  $50 
Frank Jurjevich  $50 
Janice Roberson  $50 

Leigh - Ann Mackenzie  $50 
Olga Smith  $50 
Chris Mcpherson  $100 
Tony Capitano  $500 
Mary Catherine Kusch  $1,000

The winners of the annual Knights of Columbus  
Elimination Draw for 2013 are as follows:

Having a blast on Elimination Draw Night.
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"OPENING SOON"
 It looks like it could be a Christmas present, especially if it 
had been decorated with a large bow and tied with a thick ribbon, 
photo edited to show ribbon, and a placard saying “Do Not Open till 
Christmas” instead of “Danger Due to Construction”.

 But in many ways it is a present, one from the  
parishioners to the Cathedral itself.  It continues the ongoing  
restoration, beautification and preservation of our Cathedral, a 
church which continues to be a source of inspiration and awe. It is a 
building that continually attracts visitors and tourists, who admire it 
for its original appearance.

 The object behind the wrapping is not a mystery, nor should 
it be a surprise. It is rather the new chimney that encases two large 
steel tubes positioned on the exterior of the wall that project from 
below the chapel to a point nineteen feet above the ground. The 
tubes carry the exhaust from the new boiler system  to a comfortable 
level above the roof of the chapel.

 The surprise is in the appearance of the chimney. It is  
constructed of stone that matches the exterior walls of the  
Cathedral. The general contractor went to considerable effort to locate  
matching stone. The stone masons have  sculpted each piece to fit 
snugly and blend with adjoining building materials. A quick peek 
behind the curtain would indicate that the finished product will  
indeed be an admirable addition to the appearance of our church.

 Some observers have queried why it is taking this long to 
complete the chimney when the boiler system itself was function-
ing and has been warming the Cathedral since Thanksgiving Day. 
The work of the artisans is of its nature painstakingly slow. The 
snap of cold weather contributed to the delay as well. The mortars  
themselves must maintain a certain temperature level for proper 
adherence. Hidden behind the curtain are a number of heaters and 
propane tank. Their purpose is  not just to keep icicles from form-
ing on the brows and noses of the workmen. Rather they ensure 
that the quality of the materials and the workmanship will not be  
compromised by bad weather. 

 Every indication is that the wrappers will come off and the 
present will be open by Christmas eve. That night, if you watch 
closely, you may see the fine smoke lilting calmly from the new 
chimney to the sky and hear it whispering “thank you parishioners.”   
 

PROPERTY AND MAINTENANCE UPDATE

“It’s gift wrapped”?

Trent our custodian is taking a peek

“I’m up here!”

“Where is everybody?”
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Come to the pre-game party...go to the Knights game!

Includes.....  
Game Ticket,  

Meal and Free Parking 
(Drinks are extra)

Arrive at St. Peter's School - 533 Clarence Street  
(behind St. Peter's Basilica) at 6pm for a  
Pulled Pork Sandwich with Fresh Salads and enjoy your  
Favourite Beverage (cash bar), leave your car at St. Peter's 
School and walk to the game for a 7:30pm Puck Drop.

Des Sawa 519-642-7568
Doug Purssglove 519-709-2673
Pat Hogan 519-614-3338

For Ticket Information Call
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Seven noble stained-glass windows circle around the apse at the end of the chancel (where the bishop's throne is now located).  Installed 
in 1889, these windows depict seven major events from the life of Christ - this one being the Nativity. Specifically, this window depicts the 
appearance of the angel before the shepherds, summoning them to see the Christ-child (Luke 2: 8-15). Photo courtesy of Dominic Tang
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a c h r i s t c h i l d
n e w y e a r s h n s s
i c o c y m a p n c t s
s o r t e t e n c a a e
w n e m e s i w r r b s
e t g m o i m v s n l n
n y n j a r n i i a e w
d s a l o h c i n t s w
o mm l h c w e h i a a
o y l i m a f y l o h n
g e i e p i p h a n y n
h a p o e i n t e m a c

ChristChild Christmas Epiphany
Good News Holy Family Incarnation
Joseph Manger May
Nativity NewYears Stable
Star StNicholas Wise Men

Nativity
Incarnation

Manger
Stable
Joseph

Mary
Christ-Child
Christmas

Epiphany
St. Nicholas
Holy Family
Good News
Wise Men

Star
New Year's

Cathedral Christmas 
WORD PUZZLE


