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 Entering the sombre,  
reflective season of Lent comes 
quite naturally to us but the  
joyful season of Easter proves 
a bit of a challenge.   How  
often do we think of  
Easter once the feast has 
passed?   Perhaps it’s because 
we focus on Lent leading up 
to Easter Sunday only and not  
beyond.  Maybe the hectic 
pace of our lives alongside  the  
cynicism and skepticism of our 
secular culture drains us of joy 

and promise.   
 Easter reminds us that Jesus is the Way and the 
Truth.  He is the Resurrection and the Life!  That reality 
nourishes now to live as people of the Resurrection.   Our 
painful emotions, our struggles, our sins are addressed 
and named and we let them be replaced by God’s love.  
We are led to think, act and speak differently.   
 One sign of that is the way in which we take on the 
ability to forgive others who have harmed us in any way.  
On the Cross Jesus forgave those who rejected him and he 
renewed their spirit.  Forgiveness – giving and receiving 
– is definitely a sign of Easter’s new life.

 Another sign of Easter joy is to be able to receive 
and give love – to trust others with who we really are 
and to listen to the inner reality of people we encounter.   
Trying to achieve the same intimacy in prayer with Jesus 
will nurture us to be witnesses to his resurrection and our 
own transformation. 
 Easter gives us the impetus to want to be freed from 
all that binds us up and keeps us from living our life in 
Christ to the best of our ability.   Jesus came to set us 
free.  Placing God first and watching all other things and 
persons take their proper place will free us from all that 
entraps and wounds us or stifles our growth as disciples of 
Jesus.
 People of the Resurrection always be of selfless  
service.  When I let go of my self-centredness and seek 
the good of others I will live out the words of St. Paul 
when he says “We will walk in the newness of life.” 
 Since the season of Easter lasts fifty days until  
Pentecost it is not too late for me to wish you Happy  
Easter!  I am praying for all of us in the Cathedral Parish 
and for all the friends of our Cathedral that our Easter joy 
will increase.  Let’s work and pray together so that the 
overwhelming reality of the Resurrection will light our 
path and guide our steps through the beauty of this life on 
earth to the dawn of eternity.

Fr. Jim Mockler

R.C.I.A. JOURNEY OF FAITH

Editor's note: Each year, adults are received into the church 
through the sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  Since October, these adults  
gathered weekly following the 12:30 mass for prayer, reflection, 
catechesis, and to learn about the Catholic faith through the  
process of the R.C.I.A (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). 
The R.C.I.A. is a gradual process “designed for adults who,  
after hearing the mystery of Christ proclaimed, consciously 
and freely seek the living God and enter the way of faith and  
conversion as the Holy Spirit opens their hearts.  By God’s help 
they will be strengthened spiritually during their preparation and 
at the proper time will receive the sacraments freely.”  (R.C.I.A. 1) 
 The R.C.I.A. is for adults seeking a relationship with God.  
It is not about “becoming Catholic” but about exploring and  
entering into a relationship with God.  This exploration begins 
with an invitation from God and the individuals’ acceptance to that 
invitation to begin to discern and understand God in their lives.  
 The R.C.I. A. takes place within the community of  
believers, the Church.  The Church plays a very  
important role in the process for these individuals.  It is in the local  
parish that one can uniquely experience Church and live out 
the faith.  As a community of believers, the parish provides a 
living witness of faith in God.  Through word and action, the 
community exemplifies what it means to be in relationship with 
God and how to live out this relationship in the world today. 

 This year we welcomed two adults into the community of 
the church through Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist: Dan 
Rath and Joan Clayton. The following is the personal experience 
of Joan’s journey.  
Coming Home
I was baptized at the Basilica during the Easter Vigil this year.  It 
was a beautiful ceremony filled with light and the heartfelt joy of 
the community that welcomed Dan Rath and myself with open 
arms.  For me it was a reclaiming of my Catholic roots which I lost 
when I was adopted as a baby.  I met my birth mother at the age of 
forty which was my first experience of knowing where I belonged 
and how my life had been created.  It was then that I discovered 
my history, that my father was Yugoslavian (Croatian Catholic) 
and that my mother’s family was from France. That knowing 
sat within me for many years but it is only now that I felt a call 
to belong to a faith which I seemed to know deep in my bones. 
Last spring I started to pray at the Basilica by myself and did 
so daily for many weeks.  I discovered that I was not alone, that 
there was always someone praying there and so I listened to the  
novenas and the Hail Marys and was comforted by the  
beauty and the richness of the Catholic traditions. Every step of  
this  journey over the last year has been 
like coming home, starting with my first  
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ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING MAKES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the com-
pletion of its latest project which honours the wishes of 
Pope John Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of 
praying the Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs 
of those who are more comfortable with the option of 
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to 

them.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and faithful departed 
as we await the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased 
to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information 

concerning our many services.

For further information 
please contact a

 Family Service Counsellor.

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Chris Betzner, 
Douglas Manners, Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708

Lord, for your faithful people  
life is changed not ended.

When the body of our earthly 
 dwelling lies in death,  

we gain an everlasting dwelling  
place in Heaven.

Anne Rumas  
June 18, 1926 - December 1, 2011

Edward Joseph Loughlin  
Sept. 30, 1932 - December 12, 2011

Patrick David Sweeney  
May 16, 1967 - December 25, 2011

Josephine Alcock  
April 29, 1930 - December 27, 2011

May Diana Bergeron  
Dec. 28, 1933 - Janaury 3, 2012

Barbara Croymans  
Nov. 5, 1929 - January 5, 2012

Waleter Kammel  
May 31, 1923 - Feb. 1, 2012

Kristina Krainik  
Feb. 16, 1922 - Feb. 17, 2012

Benson James 
O'Connell  
April 3, 1923 - 
November 23, 1011

Mairi Martha  
Bright 
Dec. 11, 1948 - 
Janaury 28, 2012

Patricia Mary 
Butcher  
June 9, 1935 - 
March 25, 2012

W E  R E M E M B E R …
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SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
Saturday 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30, 10:30  

12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

12:05 p.m. 
Tuesday & Thrusday 

7:30 a.m. 
Statutory Holidays  

10:00 a.m.

BAPTISMS 
3rd Sunday of the Month 

2:00 p.m.

MARRIAGES 
Arrangements to be made  

6 months in advance.

SACRAMENT  
OF RECONCILIATION 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
11:30 - 11:50 a.m. 

Saturday  
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

CATECHUMENATE 
(R.C.I.A.) 
Sundays 

September to Pentecost

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
1st Friday of the month in  

The Lady Chapel

You Can Reach Us At…
519-432-3475

FAX: 519-432-5358

PASTORAL TEAM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXT .

Rev. Jim Mockler, Rector . . . . . . 228
jmockler@dol.ca
Cathryn Hall, Pastoral Minister. . 225
chall@dol.ca
Deacon Len Hughes. . . . . . . . . . 221
lhughes@dol.ca
Heather Cushing, Parish Nurse . 224 
hcushing@dol.ca

OFFICE STAFF  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EXT .

Alison Empey, Administrator. . .226
aempey@dol.ca
RoseMary Cleary, Administrative 
Assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .222
basilica@dol.ca
Mary Egan, Receptionist- 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .221
megan@dol.ca

Church Information

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro C.S.B. 

Bishop of London

Fanshawe Park Rd.

York Street

Exeter Rd.

Queen’s Avenue

King Street
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St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica

Dufferin Avenue

MASS TIMES 

Mark C. Ambrogio, Interim Editor 
Bruno Cuccarolo 

Cathryn Hall 
Albin C. Kmet 
Mitch Lenko 
Ina Pakkert 

 
We welcome your comments  
(both positive and negative!)  
as well as your suggestions.  

Cathedral Connections Editing Committee 

R.C.I.A. JOURNEY OF FAITH continued from page 1
meeting with Father Jim where I felt understood, welcomed and 
embraced.
 He listened to my rather unusual story of how Catholicism 
has been tapping me on the shoulder, carving out a path that led 
me here to this moment of readiness to commit to a life of faith. 
Many thanks to Cathryn Hall for her caring spirit and incredible 
ability to organize the RCAI.  I became very close to several of the 
young people getting married and was honored to be part of many 
of the sacred rituals during Holy Week.  I am not normally a weepy 
person but I was flooded with tears at the Mass of Chrism watching 
the Priests renew their vows and the smiles of people all around me 
as we immersed ourselves in this most sacred ritual.  I was humbled, 
startled and truly amazed by Holy Week and all that it gave me.  It 
felt like a pilgrimage of sorts as I rode my bicycle back and forth, 
sometimes twice a day, and I will always remember the kind eyes of 
the Bishop as he washed my feet and anointed me with fragrant oils.  
A special thank you to Albin Kmet my sponsor who gives 
the greatest hugs and who is a man of deep conviction.  As  
Cathryn would appreciate, I absolutely love the music at the  
Basilica and find myself singing for days after a Mass, allowing 

the words to wash over me.  I look forward to the years to come 
and I am truly grateful to be a part of this faith community.  Amen. 
                                                                    Dr. Joan P. Clayton
Along with Joan and Dan, several other adults of the  
Catholic faith and those baptized in other Christian traditions  
completed the sacraments of initiation at the Vigil.  Congratulations  
to Bronwyn Baker, Jean Chadwick, Heather O’Shea, 
and Ralph Spanneman who were received into Full  
Communion with church; Neha Raj, Michael Rosehart, and  
Maggie Smolarz who completed their initiation through  
Confirmation; Wesley Chick, Justin Hornblower, Monika Racik,  
and Silvia Racik who will completed their initiation through  
Confirmation and  Eucharist; and Daniela Ahtchiev who made a 
Profession of Faith.
 Thank you to their sponsors who supported them in their 
journey and the entire parish community of St. Peter’s Cathedral 
Basilica for the prayers and continued example and witness to the 
faith for these 14 individuals.  

Fr. Jim Mockler

The Thomas Merton Prayer
 In a recent homily, I quoted the prayer that is  
commonly known as The Thomas Merton Prayer from his 
book, Thoughts in Solitude.   A number of people were 
interested in obtaining copies so I thought it would be  
useful to reprint it in Cathedral Connections for everyone’s 
benefit.

 Thomas Merton was a trappist monk and a renowned 
spiritual author.  One of his most famous books was The 
Seven Story Mountain which relates his search for faith 
and peace.  His prayer expresses the doubts, fears and  
uncertainties about his journey of faith.  Yet it also speaks 
to a firm belief that if we have hope and trust in God, then 
that hope and trust will not be misplaced.  

 It is a prayer that can give us all comfort and help at 
those times in our lives when the road ahead is uncertain and 
we have more questions than answers.   His prayer reads as  
follows:  

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going…
I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know for  
certain where it will end.
Nor, do I really know myself, and, the fact that I think I 
am following your will does not mean that I actually  
doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact 
please you.
And I hope that I will never do anything apart from that 
desire.
And I know, that if I do this, you will lead me by the right 
road though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore, I will trust you always though I may seem to 
be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear; for you are ever with me, and you will 
never leave me to face my perils alone.
Amen

Submitted by Deacon Len Hughes
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WHO ARE THE POOR?
 There are many forms of poverty in our midst.  The most  
apparent is economic poverty; the inability to provide for one’s  
physical survival (absolute poverty) or for social survival (relative 
poverty).  The reasons why people live in poverty are many and 
varied.  They include the inability to obtain and retain employment 
because a lack of education, workplace skills, illness, disabilities, 
involvement in the criminal justice system, or because of certain 
personality traits.  Poverty can result from becoming unemployed 
and being unable to find steady employment again.  In many cases, 
poverty is a result of factors beyond an individual’s control.  People 
rarely choose to live in economic poverty.    

 Regardless of the causes, many people are unable to  
provide themselves with adequate housing, food, clothing, and  
other necessities of life.  Once in this situation, it is extremely  
difficult to break free from poverty.  

 Poverty necessitates relying on government benefits and  
others just to get by.  It often means living in less-than-desirable 
accommodation and being constantly short of food, especially  
nutritious food.  It can be particularly difficult if there are children 
to support.  children do not understand why they can’t afford to be 
enrolled in school or other programs like other children or why they 
have to go to school without breakfast or a lunch to eat like their 
friends.

 Poverty can be demeaning.  It removes one’s self dignity and 
sense of self worth.  It often leads to exclusion, alienation and a  
feeling of hopelessness.        

 We might be tempted to think that poverty is not really an 
issue in our city.  Sadly, it is. Let me share some information that  
illustrates the point.

 According to the 2006 Statistics Canada census, 11.8% of our 
city population lives below the poverty line.  That is, below what is 
known as the Low Income Cut Off of $1,595.33 per month.  That 
percentage jumps to about 23% for lone parents and to over 25% for 
lone female parents.  

 In our city, 20,000 people and approx. 11,000 households  
currently receive Ontario Works benefits, which we used to call  
Welfare.  That represents more than 6% of London’s households 
and total population.  Again, if we are tempted to think that those  
numbers are not too bad, we should be aware those numbers  
represent an increase of 45% from just 2007 (only five years ago!)  

 A person living alone receives a maximum of $599.00 per 
month from Ontario Works.  If you consider that the average rent 
for a small apartment in London is $589 per month, it raises the 
question; “How can anyone afford adequate housing and still have 
enough money for food and other necessities?”  

 Without help, many and they don’t.   According to the  
Middlesex-London Health Unit, the cost of a nutritious food  
basket for one person is approx. $168 per month.  If there is enough  
money for nutritious food, then there is not enough money for  
adequate housing.

 As surprising as it may seem, one in seven households in 

this city are unable to afford shelter that 
meets recognized adequacy, suitability, and  
affordability standards. 

 For many who live alone it often 
means renting a small room, in a house with 
many other small rooms, sometimes with a 
common stove, sink and toilet.  

 At the same time, the demand on 
food banks continues to increase.  In 2010, 
an average of 3,044 families visited the  
London Food Bank every month, an  
increase of 28.5% from 2001. 

 Last year 9,700 families received assistance with food and 
other necessities in the amount of $454,000 from The Daily Bread 
Food Bank at St. Paul’s, which St. Peter’s supports through our food 
drives and an active group of volunteers. In 2011, the Fellowship 
Centre, which we also support, served more than 33,000 lunches to 
those who came through their doors.

 Again in 2011, 1,139 people (including 117 children), who 
live within our parish boundaries, received just over $30,000 of aid 
through your generosity and the work of the dedicated members of 
our St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

 But there are many who do not have any place to call home.  
They fill the 360 shelter beds that are available in our city each night.  
Homeless people received 74,000 nights of accommodation and 
214,000 meals during the year 2010 – 2011 at Mission Services of 
London alone.  That is aside from the assistance provided by other 
agencies, such as the Salvation Army’s Centre of Hope.

 Then there are those who sleep where they can find a place; 
perhaps a friend’s couch , outside over a heating vent, or maybe 
in a makeshift shelter under one of the many bridges that span the 
Thames River.

 As Fr. Mike Ryan, a long-time advocate of social justice 
and social action, writes in his book, The Social Attitudes of a  
Catholic; “The presence of poor people in our world is a scandal to the  
Christian conscience and a situation we must struggle to correct”.

 Our Catholic Faith and its Social Teachings calls us to become 
involved, not as a choice but out of necessity through social service 
(works of charity) and social action (social justice – addressing the 
route causes of poverty).  As faithful Catholics, we don’t have the 
option to turn our backs on poverty and say “it’s not my concern”.  
Poverty is our concern!  Jesus told us that and demonstrated it time 
and time again in the Gospels.  

 As Pope Benedict stated in his 2006 encyclical, Deus Caritas 
Est; “Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what 
God does for me and how much he loves me.  Love of God and love 
of neighbour are inseparable, they form a single commandment. But 
both live from the love of God, who has loved us first.”  

If you are interested in learning more, please contact  
Deacon Len Hughes at ext. 223 or by email at: lhughes@dol.ca

 The warm winter and early spring brought a flurry of  
activity and welcomed energy to our CWL.  It began with the  
election of our executive at the first meeting in January. Five council  
members were reaffirmed to their positions, Julie Sans as President, Mary  
Quigley as the Recording Secretary, Jo Guth, Treasurer and  
Membership Convenor, Mary Ducharme as Spiritual Co-convenor 
and  Sandra Sanford as Social Convenor. 

 Joining the executive were Valerie Grant as Spiritual Co- 
convenor and  Joan Dalton as Social Co-convenor.  Dora Dannecker 
remained as Standing Committee Chair of  Communications and 
Teresa Eldridge as Standing Committee Chair of  Christian Family 
Life.

 The next January order of business was a Volunteer  
Appreciation Luncheon on January 14th for the CWL members 
who were involved with our very successful Christmas Bazaar. The  
delicious luncheon was followed by an afternoon of games and  
prizes. We all love those.

 The following week, on January 21st, our council joined 
the Knights of Columbus , the St. Vincent de Paul Society mem-
bers and the Cathedral Outreach Group in what is now becoming 
an annual event. Dinner was prepared and served to approximately 
100 needy clients of our St. Vincent de Paul and Cathedral Outreach  

programs. Father Jim, our rector was on hand to welcome everyone 
and said the blessing before the meal. The Knights, who are becoming  
proficient with their cooking through their various events, prepared 
a hot meal consisting of ham, potatoes and vegetables, plated by 
our CWL members, and served by the Outreach Committee.  The 
hot food was preceded by Caesar salad,  dinner rolls and butter and  
followed with cake for dessert.  Our dinner guests now sitting  
comfortably after their large  meal, including seconds if requested, 
were entertained for the afternoon with a series of activities and  
prizes. It all made for an enjoyable time for our less fortunate friends 
in the community.

 Our February meeting fell on Valentine’s Day and was  
preceded   by a Valentine social.  New members , Ann Cromie and 
Josie Scotti were introduced and welcomed. Our President, Julie 
Sans, never at a loss for fun activities, organized words games and 
draws complete with Valentine theme prizes. It was a successful 
event and a good day to be with friends.

 Ash Wednesday, this year fell on February 22nd,  the first 
day of the Lenten luncheons  served by CWL members every  
Wednesday during Lent. On this particular Wednesday, most  guests 
came with the ashen mark prominently displayed on their foreheads 
and with healthy appetites.  There was no fixed cost but rather free will  

CWL - SERVING ST. PETER'S PARISH COMMUNITY

Deacon Len Hughes
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offerings were made. The menu was always  very satisfying with a 
full array of sandwiches and two different homemade soups each 
week.  CWL members  have recipes for their favourite soups and it 
was always a pleasant surprise each Wednesday to discover the two 
soups of the day. They ranged from well known varieties such as 
beef and barley or chicken  noodle, to more exotic blends such as sea 
food chowder, or potato and leek.

 February 26th was another full day for many of our  
members. Along with the nine other churches that form the CWL 
 Central Committee of London, we hosted a reception for  
approximately three hundred people following the Diocesan Rite 
of Acceptance held at the Cathedral. The other churches from the  
Central Committee were  Holy Cross, Holy Family, Mary  
Immaculate, St. Andrew the Apostle, St. George, St. John the Divine, 
St. Justin’s, St. Martin of Tours  and St. Patrick’s. CWL members 
from each of the churches named prepared food and beverages that 
they served after the completion of the ceremony.

 A similar reception was held following the Mass of Chrism 
on Monday of Holy Week which this year fell on April 2, 2012. This 
was the  annual reception hosted by St. Peter’s CWL and the other 
CWL Central Committee Churches.

 CWL activities continued into the month of March with  
attendance at the World Day of Prayer on March 2nd at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London. The theme for this year was Let Justice  
Prevail and focused on  the efforts of the women of Malaysia. Dean 
Kevin Dixon, the Rector of St. Paul’s  welcomed all and delivered 

the homily at the end of the service. Marie Sawa was the official 
representative from St. Peter’s Cathedral and was joined by 14 to 
15 other CWL members along with other parishioners from our 
church. We formed the largest group  attending of any of the invited  
London churches.  Following the service we were all invited to attend  
a luncheon put on by the women at St. Paul’s. Some of the food  
presented was Malaysian as was the colour scheme throughout the 
hall. Next year St. Peter’s Cathedral will be the host church for this 
event. 

 In March our CWL began a new concept for  meeting times. It 
began holding its monthly meetings on Saturday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. in room 105. There was a marked improvement in attendance 
and monthly meetings are now fixed for  Saturday mornings. That 
change along with other membership drive initiatives has  brought 
the number of registrations  in our CWL  to  157 members as of the 
date of writing this report. 

 Upcoming events for our CWL include the Diocesan CWL 
convention scheduled this year on April 16, 17 and 18 in Chatham.  

 Everyone please mark your calendars for our spring  
fundraising event planned for Mother’s day, May 13th. 
It will take place in the school hall following the Sunday  
morning masses.  A Bake and Book sale will take place along 
with a raffle for a large hamper of groceries. Drop in and  
pick up some tasty baked goods so Mom won’t have to cook  
everything, and buy a book from a wide selection of available titles.

CWL - SERVING ST. PETER'S PARISH COMMUNITY CONTINUED

L-R: 2012 Executive Committee: Valerie Grand, Dora Dannecker, 
Mary Quigley, Jo Guth, Julie Sans, Sandra Sandford,  

Mary Ducharme and Joan Dalton 
At the Valentine Social

At the Lenten Lunch Ash Wednesday

At the Lenten Lunch Ash Wednesday

At the Valentine Social

Fr. Terry and Fr. Vijay with a parishioner
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 The month of April signals that time prescribed by the Knights 
of Columbus for annual election preparations to take place at the 
June general meeting. Grand Knight Peter Harding has indicated to 
the membership that he would be stepping down this year. He would 
then assume the position of  Past Grand Knight.

 During his three year term as Deputy Grand Knight and then 
his two years as Grand Knight, Council #13404 did renew their com-
mitment to assist the parish as well as support St. Peter's Seminary 
and a number of community agencies. This we have done, the mem-
bers of  St. Peter's Knights of Columbus Council have raised well 
over $100,000.00 for this work. Now with the Parish Breakfasts, Free 
Throw Youth Basketball Championships, Winter Welcome Lunch, 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner,  Elimination Draw evening, St. 
Patrick's Day Gala all completed and the Confirmation Rehearsal 
Breakfast set for May 26th,2012, 

 Rose Sunday in May,  all we have left to complete is that special 
silent auction and spaghetti night - An Evening In Italy - May 1st, 2012.  
This Year once again we will feature Pat Hogan's “secret supreme 
spaghetti sauce” along with a dessert table of mouth watering, de-
lectable treats. Guests should leave their diets at the door and savour 
this Mediterranean style dinner.  Enjoying their meal while treated 
to the music styling of two entertaining musicians, The Strollers, 
Ed Fagan on Sax and Maracas, Walt Lonc on Accordion. You won't 
be disappointed with their assortment of Italian songs, old favou-
rites and contemporary offerings. This evening has become an an-
nual “must” event.  Don't forget advance ticket are $10.00 , Children 
$5.00 and if you wait, tickets at the door are $12.00, Children $6.00 
if their not sold out. This event is so poplar that we have two sittings 
5:00pm and 7:00pm. We hope to see you this year.   

 In these times of social media and instant access to 
information, anyone with a laptop, tablet, or smartphone is 
usually only just a few keystrokes or taps away from find-
ing out anything they want to know. 
 Like many of you, if I need to know something quick-
ly I often start by Googling it and wading through the wealth 
of material that comes up.  With a critical eye, I then try to 
filter out the good from the bad, reading 'between the lines' 
hoping to get to the truth about the subject I'm looking for. 
 Part of the challenge with this process is trying to 
figure out if the information that comes up is fact, or just 
someone's opinion; in many cases it may even be totally 
inaccurate or deceptive, placed there by advertisers trying 
to create a need for their product, or by someone trying to 
change public opinion.
 In this environment, there is a place that we can go 
to get information from the perspective of the Catholic 
Church: Catholic News Service (catholicnews.com). CNS 
is a bit like CNN for catholics: it's a collection of all news 
affecting catholics around the world. Created by Bishops of 

the U.S. in 1920, it is an "editorially independent and a fi-
nancially self-sustaining division of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops", covering catholic news world-wide, and 
is relied upon by 170 U.S. catholic newspapers, and "more 
than 70 other news organizations in some 60 countries".
 By their own admission, not all news about catholics 
is good, but "readers need to know that there are sinners 
too....in order to work for salvation". They state their mis-
sion as "to report fully, fairly and freely about the involve-
ment of the Church in the world today."
 CNS also contains movie and book reviews, blogs, 
scripture references, and links to many other useful web-
sites, and their internal search feature helps you quickly 
find what you're looking for. 
 So next time you're looking for news or information 
about the catholic church, drop by catholicnews.com and 
have a look around. You can also find them on Facebook 
and Twitter.

By Bruno  Cuccarolo

Get to know us, the Knights of Columbus who serve on the St. Peter's Council. Here are some of our Brothers -

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: SERVING ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL BASILICA

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE - CNN FOR CATHOLICS

6

Left to right - Br. Henry Naudi, James Vollmer.Left to right - Br. Dominic Tang, James, Br. Vollmer,  
Br. Albin Kmet, Deputy Grand Knight Larry Barrett
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 The Church’s annual celebration of Holy Week begins 
with Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord.  The Mass begins 
with the commemoration of the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem.  
With the introductory address above; the palms are blessed, 
the opening Gospel is proclaimed, then the procession begins.  
Ideally, this opening section of the liturgy takes place out side of 
the church.  In previous years, when the weather cooperated we 
were able to do this in the plaza outside the church.  This brings 
special significance to us not as passive observers in this com-
memoration, but active participants processing into the church 
and waving our palms like the crowds who acclaimed Jesus in 
Jerusalem.  Unfortunately the weather was not on our side this 
year, however the significance of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Je-
rusalem and our participation in that was not lost.

 Unique to this celebration is the proclamation of the Pas-
sion, which was according to the Gospel of Mark in this year's 
cycle of readings. Proclaimed by 3 voices (Narrator, Speaker, and 
Christ), we quickly move from the triumphal scene we opened 
with to the passion and death of Jesus.  Our Palm Sunday cel-
ebration concluded in silence, without a closing hymn, as way to 
enter into the week in a meditative and reflective atmosphere.

Mass of Chrism
 Every Monday of Holy Week the Cathedral hosts the an-
nual Mass of Chrism.  The Mass of Chrism as celebrated in the 
Diocese of London has a long history of gathering the whole 
church from south western Ontario. According to the Church’s 
liturgical calendar this liturgy is celebrated during the morning 
hours of Holy Thursday. By choosing the option to celebrate on 
a day other than Holy Thursday our parishioners from all geo-
graphical areas of the Diocese are able to come to this celebra-
tion.  Priests and representatives from every parish come to cel-

ebrate this beautiful liturgy.  At this liturgy we receive the Word 
of God proclaimed in the two major languages of our Diocese. 
We witness the renewal of priestly commitment and we bring 
the holy oils to be blessed and consecrated. 

 The holy oils, comprised of olive oil, have a variety of 
uses in our tradition and are closely tied to the sacraments and 
rituals of the Church.  The Oil of the Sick is used to anoint those 
who are sick so that the Lord who grants freedom from sin may 
save those who are sick and raise them up.  In blessing the Oil 
of the Sick the bishop prays that those anointed with this oil are 
freed from pain and illness and made well again in body, mind 
and soul.

 The Oil of the Catechumens is used at the beginning of 
the celebration of baptism to anoint those who will be baptized. 
It may also be used during the period of the catechumenate 
whenever it seems beneficial or desirable. The meaning of this 
anointing is that those preparing for baptism be strengthened 
with the power of Christ.  In blessing the Oil of Catechumens 
the bishop prays that those anointed with this oil are strength-
ened with Christ's power and given wisdom.

 The Sacred Chrism is used in the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation and ordination.  It is also used in the Dedication 
of a Church and Altar.  Balsam or other perfume(Lavender) is 
added to the oil that is to be consecrated as Chrism.  The newly 
baptized are anointed with the Sacred Chrism after baptism so 
that they may always live as a member of Christ's body, shar-
ing everlasting life.  This anointing is omitted when adults are 
baptized.  In the celebration of confirmation the candidates are 
anointed with the Sacred Chrism and sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit they received in baptism.  In the celebration of 
ordination the hands of the priests are anointed with the Sacred 
Chrism that they may be preserved by Jesus to sanctify the 
Christian people and to offer sacrifice to God. In the ordination 
of a bishop the head of the bishop is anointed that Christ may 
pour out the oil of mystical anointing and enrich the bishop 
with spiritual blessings.  In the Dedication of a Church and Altar 
both the altar and the walls of the church are anointed with the 
Sacred Chrism that through the power of God the altar and the 
building may be made holy, visible signs of the mystery of Christ 
and his Church.  In the consecration of the Sacred Chrism the 
bishop prays that the Chrism will be a sign of life and salvation 
for those who have been reborn in the water of baptism.

 At the conclusion of the liturgy, representatives of ev-
ery parish across the Dicoese comes forward to receive these 
blessed and consecrated oils to take back to their parish in prep-
aration of the celebration of the sacraments at the Easter Vigil 
and throughout the year.  

By Cathryn Hall

Each year at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, thousands of people from our parish, city, and beyond join us to celebrate the 
beautiful liturgies of Holy Week.  The opening address on Palm Sunday sets the scene as we enter into the most holiest 
week of our liturgical year.

Dear brothers and sisters, 
since the beginning of Lent until now 
we have prepared our hearts by penance and charitable works. 
Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church 
the beginning of the celebration of our Lord’s Paschal Mystery, 
that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection. 
For it was to accomplish this mystery that he entered his own city of Jerusalem. 
Therefore, with all faith and devotion, let us commemorate 
the Lord’s entry into the city for our salvation, following his footsteps, 
so that, being made by his grace partakers of the cross, 
we may have a share also in his Resurrection and in his life.

  (Roman Missal -Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord)

Holy Week at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica
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The Easter Triduum

 The Easter Triduum is the annual celebration of the greatest mysteries of our redemption-the crucifixion, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is the culmination of the entire liturgical year.  The Triduum is a single celebration that occurs 
over three day(tri-three, duum-days).  These days are calculated from sundown to sundown. During these day the church, 
by the celebration of  the sacred mysteries through liturgical signs and symbols is united to Christ in intimate communion. 
 
Day One

Day One of the Triduum is called the “Day of the Lord’s Death”.  It begins on Thursday evening and ends on Friday evening.  On 
the first day of the Triduum we gather for two liturgical celebrations: the Mass of the Lord’s Supper and the Celebration of the 
Passion.

 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

 The Easter Triduum begins with the Mass of the Lord’s  
Supper.   The institution of the Eucharist, the institution of the priesthood, 
and Christ’s command to love one another are the principle mysteries  
commemorated at this gathering.  Our celebration began with the  
presentation of the oils that were blessed and consecrated at the  
Mass of Chrism.  

 Kathy Manson presented the Oil of the Sick. Kathy serves as an  
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion on  
Sundays and takes communion to the Catholic residents at Extendicare Nursing Home.  Our two elect, Dan Rath and Joan 
Clayon presented the Oil of the Catechumens and Sacred Chrism, oils which they both received at the Easter Vigil in baptism  
and confirmation.   

A unique aspect of this  
celebration is the ritual washing of the  
feet representing the service and  
charity of Christ.  Bishop Fabbro 
washed the feet of 12 members of  
our community.

 Jo Guth, an active parishioner 
involved in Communion Ministry  
andthe Catholic’s Women’s League 
is seen here with Bishop Fabbro and  
Deacon Len.

 

 

 In a spirit of charity and self sacrifice a special collection is taken up to care 
for the poor.  This year the funds collected were given to support the work of the  
London Coffee House who serve those on low or no income where they meet to social-
ize and share fellowship.

  The conclusion of the celebration is quite  
different.  There is no blessing or dismissal, ratherthe reposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament takes place.  Bishop 
Fabbro processed through the 
church to the altar of repose  
in the Chapel.  The people 
were encouraged to continue 
private adoration before the  
repository until midnight. 
The quiet and silence  
ofthis night moves us into the 
next liturgy we celebrate on Fri-
day afternoon, the Lord’s Pas-
sion.

Jo Guth, an active parishioner involved in  
Communion Ministry and the Catholic's Women's 

League is seen here with Bisho Fabbro  
and Deacon Len
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Photos courtesy of Dominic tang

The Easter Triduum

The Lord’s Passion

 At 3:00pm, the community gathered and the ministers entered without an en-
trance procession or a song, a sign that we are continuing the celebration we began on Thursday  
evening.  The Bishop and Deacon prostate themselves in front of the altar in an act of submission and  
reverence.  This gathering is set in the context of a Liturgy of the Word.  The proclamation of the passion  
according to John is the high point of the liturgy.

 Following the proclamation of the passion and homily, the solemn  
intercessions were proclaimed in chant and spoken response.  These 
intercessions are far different then what we hear on a regu-
lar Sunday and encompass the church’s prayer for the entire 
world-the church and its leaders, the catechumens, the unity of  
Christians, the Jewish people, those who do not believe in Christ or God,  
public officials, and those in tribulation. Another unique aspect of 
this celebration is the Adoration of the Holy Cross, formally know as 
the veneration of the Cross.  The Cross is processed in, in silence, 
by the Deacon, and at 3 points during the procession, the deacon  
raises the cross proclaiming “This is the wood of the cross, on which  
hung the salvation of the world” to which we responded “Come let 
us adore.”

 This tradition of the veneration (adoration) of the cross dates back to the fourth century Jerusalem  
community, where it was believed that they held in their possession a large piece of the true cross.  During the celebration of the  
Lord’s passion, the faithful would approach the cross and venerate it.  This tradition has  
continued to present day. All people present were encouraged to process forward and show  
reverence to the cross with a profound bow.  Private adoration continued at the conclusion of the liturgy. 
 After the reception of communion, from hosts consecrated the previous evening as no mass 
is celebrated on this day, the liturgy concludes in the simplicity and starkness in which it began. 

 

Day Two 

 Day Two begins on Friday evening and ends on Saturday evening.  The church remains in  
recollection at the tomb of the Lord, meditating on his sufferings and death.  No Eucharist is celebrated on this 
day.  Throughout the day the faithful are invited to continue the solemn paschal fast which they began on Friday.  
 
Day Three 
The Resurrection of the Lord 

 Day Three begins Saturday evening and concludes Sunday  
evening.  During the night we keep vigil for the resurrection of the 
Lord, celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation.  The mother of all  
Liturgies, the Easter Vigil brings to a climax our annual celebration  
of the Paschal Mystery.  The liturgy unfolds in fours parts: Service of  
Light, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of Baptism and Initiation, and the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Gathered in the darkness of the Cathedral,  
the celebration began with the Service of Light.  The lighting and  
blessing of the Paschal Fire and Paschal Candle from that fire takes  
place.

The people processing for adoration Bishop Fabbro adores the cross through a sign of reverence

Bishop Fabbro lighting the Paschal Candle.
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The Easter Triduum

 The candle is processed into the sanctuary by the  
deacon as we acclaim Christ as the light of the Nations, the light no  
darkness can extinguish.  From that one candle, the light was passed  
throughout the Cathedral.  With tapers held high, the great Easter  
proclamation, the Exsultet was chanted, concluding the Service of Light.  
The Liturgy of the Word at the Vigil is an extended series of  
readings with a psalm, and psalm prayer that follows.  The seven  
readings from the Old Testament recount the glorious deeds of the  
history of our salvation.  The Epistle of Paul to the Romans was  
proclaimed and then follows the Gospel of Mark’s account of 

the resurrection. 
Following the homily the 
Liturgy of Baptism and  
Initiation began.   
 
 
 

 

Following the baptisms, the entire assembly were invited to renew their baptismal promises, and Bishop Fabbro moved throughout 
the Cathedral sprinkling the assembly with baptismal water.

  
 

The liturgy of initiation continued with the candidates for confir-
mation joining with the newly baptized to celebrate confirmation. 
 
“Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit” Welcome to the 
newly confirmed.

 
 Following the Liturgy of the Initiation, our 14 newly received joined 
the rest of the community at the table of the Eucharist for the first time.   
 

Easter Sunday

 Day Three of the Triduum continued with the celebration of the Easter Sunday Eucharist.  With a full and sometimes over-
flowing church at all four of our masses, our celebrations continued with great joy and gladness.  Chris is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia.   

 Our Holy Week celebrations could not being carried out without the many volunteers that participate in our  
liturgical ministries-Readers, Musicians, Altar Servers, Ushers, and Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.  Countless  
hours are put into the preparation of all of the liturgies.  Thank you to all those who participated during this week and for  
their dedicated service throughout the year.

By Cathryn Hall 

The elect, Joan Clayton and Dan Rath  
stand before the bishop.

The candle, after being lowered into 
the font is raised high as we acclaimed 

Springs of water bless the Lord, give 
him glory and praise forever.

Deacon Len fills the font with water 
in preparation for baptism.

Heather O’Shea  
with sponsor  
Mark Fantegrossi
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 It is always a  
pleasure to find and talk 
with  parishioners who 
were baptized at the  
cathedral, or went to 
the original St. Peter’s 
School or are active in our  
parish  to-day. In the case of  
Gerry Munro, I found 
someone who had  
experienced all three  
situations.  He was  
baptized during the early 
days of World War ll in 
the original baptismal 
font that once adorned the 
cathedral narthex.  With 
his father serving in the 
military overseas, and 
his mother raising five  
children while work-
ing, Gerry was allowed 
to come to St. Peter’s 
school with his four older  
siblings.  Thanks to the  
intercession of Father 
Feeney (later Monsignor 
Feeney), he was  registered for Grade 1 at the age of four. Much 
younger than any of his classmates, no one expected Gerry to pass.  
But he was quick-witted even back then, and surprised everyone by 
passing into the next grade.  
 Following several years at the new Catholic Central High and 
a year at H.B. Beal Secondary School to consider a possible career 
in visual arts, Gerry left school at age 17 and became employed at 
Hobbs Glass. It was later acquired by the giant PPG, Pittsburgh Paint 
and Glass Inc. with Gerry employed in the sales division.
 Carole Cox (now Mrs. Munro)) during this time  
period was a student nurse at St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto. She 
lived in East York at the time, now  part of Toronto. Following her  
graduation as a nurse, she remained in the employ of  that hospital  
but ultimately moved to the medical/ surgical department at  
Scarborough General. With Gerry working in London and Carole in 
Scarborough, you would wonder how it was that they even met, let 
alone married.
 Carole explained that they were both guests at a wedding 
in Chatham, Ontario in July of 1961. They spent much of the day  
together, and had a pleasant time. At the end of the day, Gerry stated 

that he would be in touch and see her again.
  "I didn’t place much stock in 
it" continued Carole. “In the course of our 
conversation, I mentioned that I was liv-
ing in East York. But Gerry never asked for 
my phone number or my address. I never  
expected that I would hear from him again.”
 But Gerry did want to see the lovely 
Carole again. He gained access to a Toron-
to phone directory and, soon after, began  
telephoning every person with the last name 
of Cox in the Scarborough area. It took fifteen to twenty long  
distance calls, but Gerry located Carole and they began dating.
 “We met 
in July of 1961,  
became engaged 
in October and 
were married in the  
following year.”, 
quipped Gerry. 
Then he added j 
okingly,  “I would 
have liked a longer 
engagement but I 
couldn’t afford the 
gas.
 " C a r o l e ’s 
family had a great 
attachment to the 
Precious Blood 
convent. Four of 
her great aunts 
on her mother’s 
side, the Fullerton  
family, were  
Sisters in that  
order. Carole and 
her mother often 
visited them. After 
her engagement, 
it was imperative 
that Gerry meet 
them. They travelled to the Precious Blood convent in Peterborough 
to meet Aunt Sarah, now Mother St. Vincent. 
 While introducing Gerry, Carole stated ”I have brought him 
along to pass inspection”
 “Oh, he will do just fine,” replied Mother St. Vincent in 
her strong Irish accent, “he has lovely eyes, bedroom eyes I think 
you call them. He’s just fine.” As part of their approval, they  
consecrated Gerry to the Precious Blood in a short ceremony that day  
in the convent chapel. In October of 1962, Gerry and Carole were 
married in Our Lady of Fatima church in Toronto, by Father Jack, 
later Monsignor, Fullerton, a cousin of the bride.
 The married couple lived in Toronto for a short time and 
Gerry secured a position with Bell Canada in their Marketing and  
Customer Service department. He remained with Bell for thirty 
three years in management and supervisory positions in Hamilton,  
Ottawa and Toronto. His marriage was blessed with three sons,  
Scott in 1964, Glen in 1965 and Ian in 1970. Carole left nursing from 
1964 until 1980 to look after her young and growing family. 
 A highlight of Gerry’s career with Bell came about in 1985 
when he took a district level management assignment with Bell  
Canada’s international division in Saudi Arabia to orgnizw and  
oversee the development of a modern communications service.
 “It was a Muslim country and we lived in a gated  
community with an eight foot wall surrounding the grounds,  
complete with guards. It housed six hundred Bell employees in 
three apartment houses, each five stories high. In addition there 
were and one hundred and eighty-two two bedroom town houses,”  
remembered Gerry, “along with two Olympic size swimming pools.”  
  “The guards were more to keep us from being seen. The 
women were bussed to shopping locations and had to wear a long 

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors

By Mitch Lenko

Gerry Munro, bottom row right  
with siblings c. 1941

Wedding Day with Monsignor Fullarton - October 1962 continued on page 12

Visiting the "Floating  
Market" - Thailand
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dress at all times and keep their arms fully covered, During religious 
periods, their heads had to be covered as well.”
 “Except for the travel opportunities, it was a boring lifestyle. 
You could only play so much bridge”, added Carole. “But Gerry 
had four weeks’ vacation each year and the company paid all travel  
expenses to return home or holiday wherever you wished. We  
travelled to Hong Kong, Baghdad, Nepal, Sri Lanka and a  
number of European countries. The only schools in the compound 
were grade schools so the company paid to have our sons educated in 
any school or country they wished. One selected a prominent school in  
Switzerland, another boarded at Regina Mundi School in London, 
and a third just travelled Europe. Each summer they were flown to 
Saudi Arabia to join us. Two spent their summer as lifeguards in the 
swimming pools within the compound.”

 In addition 
to the four weeks  
annual vacation, the Bell  
employees were  
encouraged to leave the 
country during the ten 
days of Ramadan, the  
holiest days in the  
Muslim religion. It was  
the time of the Hajj  
Pilgrimage to  
Mecca in Saudi Arabia,  
a religious duty 
that must be  
carried out by every  
Muslim who can  
afford to do so. It is one 
of the largest pilgrimages 
in the world involving  
hundreds of thousands 
of people, and a time 
when the presence of  
non-Muslims was not 
appreciated. Travel  
expenses for Bell  
employees were paid 
for these trips out of the 
country as well.
 Catholic Churches 
were not allowed in Sau-
di, and priests were not 
permitted in the coun-
try. If found, they would 

be arrested. The Catholics in the compound held religious services  
anyway. Fridays were the days of rest in the country but each  
Sunday evening, they gathered in some one’s home, or in one if the 
school rooms, and prayed the whole mass without the consecration.  
Periodically a chaplain among the U.S. military would enter the 
compound under the guise of an engineer or traveller, and hear  
confessions or bring consecrated hosts from the embassy.
 Both Gerry and Carole agreed that “It was like living with the 
early Christians,”  holding services in secrecy.  The men, including 
Gerry,  took their turn saying the Mass and leading the prayers and 
every one sang along with the  choir.  One Christmas, the Bishop 
of Dubai, whose diocese included Saudi Arabia, allowed the non 
Catholics in the compound to attend the Catholic service and receive 
Holy Communion along with the others.
 “We had over two hundred employees attend our service that 
year, in a large room decorated with poinsettia plants” remembered 
the Munros, “ and our choir practiced for ten days beforehand.”
 Decorating their homes for Christmas was always a  
challenge. There were no fir trees and no Christmas decorations 
available. Carole made a macramé Christmas tree for their home. 
Others improvised with tree branches and cardboard poster board 
painted to look like Christmas trees, sometimes adorned with small 
spoons and lights.
 In 1988, following their three year commitment in Saudi,  
the Munros returned to Toronto.  Gerry spent the next four years in 
a management position with Bell until he retired in 1992. His first 
retirement lasted four days. A business acquaintance offered him 
a position with Angus Communications, to organize conferences 
and trade shows for  companies interested in “incoming call centre  
management.”  Although he was able to work from his home 
most days, his events over the next six years took him to Atlanta,  
Anaheim, Orlando and Denver, Colorado. Carole assisted him with 
his work and they usually travelled together. In 1988, Gerry retired 
for  the second time, and the following year the Munros returned to 
London.
 “I had been away from London for forty years”, recalled  
Gerry “but being back at the cathedral was like returning home. The 
altar had been moved forward, the baptismal font was removed from 
the narthex and the decor was noticeably different, but it was still 
home.” 

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors - continued from page 11
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 In 2001, Gerry had to under-
go quadruple heart bypass surgery 
and now has a pace maker. But it 
hasn’t deterred him from being a very  
active parishioner along with his wife 
in his home cathedral. They were both  
involved with the highly  
successful Celebration Cam-
paign committee which raised 2.3  
million dollars for the cathedral  
restoration. Both were on the concert  
committee, and helped with the  
annual  party for seniors. Both are  
still Eucharistic Ministers and visit the 
sick in that capacity.
 “Whenever I am asked to  
volunteer, the group gets two of us, 
remarked Gerry, “Carole always joins 
me.”
 She will be with him again this 
October, when they celebrate their  
fiftieth wedding anniversary by  
renewing their marriage  vows 
in a marriage ceremony  in the  
cathedral. As part of their celebration, 
 the following month they are  

travelling to Mexico  for a vacation, 
and to watch their son Ian and his 
wife Heather compete in an “iron 
man” competition in Cozumel.
 When asked the secret of their 
long and happy marriage, Carole 
responded,while Gerry nodded his 
head in agreement. “Never go to bed 
angry with each other, and remember 
respect for each other and friendship. 
Gerry is not just my husband; he is 
my friend, my best friend.”
 We thank the Munros for  
returning to their home, St.  
Peter’s Cathedral Basilica,  for their  
ongoing and valued dedication to  
the parish, and we send them  
prayerful best wishes on the occasion 
of their upcoming fiftieth wedding 
anniversary with this short Gaelic 
toast. 
 “May the blessings of the 
Lord, who brings you joy and health, 
follow you all the days of your life.”
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Tap on the Shoulder
A true story from the pages of the Manchester Evening Times 
Last Wednesday a passenger in a taxi heading for Salford station leaned over to ask the driver a question and gently 
tapped him on the shoulder to get his attention. 
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just inches from a 
large plate window. 
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. Then, the shaking driver said "are you OK? I'm so sorry, but 
you scared the daylights out of me." 
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the driver and said, "I didn't realize that a mere tap on the shoulder 
would startle someone so badly." 
The driver replied, "No, no, I'm the one who is sorry, it's entirely my fault. Today is my very first day driving a cab. 
I've been driving a hearse for 25 years."
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 The 100th birthday of St. Peter’s Seminary will be celebrated 
throughout 2012. Our cathedral parish rejoices in this special year, 
both as witness to the many priests educated at the seminary who 
have ministered here at the Basilica and because the seminary itself 
was born right here on Dufferin Avenue. 
 By the spring of 1912, Bishop Michael Fallon, was  
increasingly concerned about difficulties being experienced by  
students from the Diocese of London whom he had sent to the 
Grand Séminaire in Montreal. Fallon had unsuccessfully cast 
around for an alternative place for their priestly education when the  
rector of the cathedral, Msgr John T. Aylward, suggested that he start 
his own seminary in the Bishop’s Palace, as the cathedral’s former  
rectory was then known. With sufficient space there for a class of 18  
students, and with well-educated clergy available to instruct them, 
Fallon’s seminary opened next door to St. Peter’s Cathedral in  
September 1912. 
 The Bishop immediately began planning and raising funds 
for a building worthy of his ambition to provide a priestly education 
for seminarians from the Diocese of London and other parts of the 
country. That dream was realized in 1926 when the current seminary 
building at Huron and Waterloo streets was dedicated. 
 The story of St. Peter’s Seminary’s first century is told in 
a new history to be published by the Seminary Foundation and 
launched this May, during the first events of the centennial year. The 
book has seven authors, has been designed and printed by talented  
Londoners, and is enhanced by many photographs and images  
provided by the Diocese’s assistant archivist, Deb Majer (who  
master-minded the history panels produced for the Cathedral’s 125th 
birthday in 2010.) 
 Two special events take place on Wednesday 23 May 
that will be of interest to members of the cathedral parish. That  

afternoon, the Seminary Foundation will 
sponsor a talk by the journalist, John L.  
Allen Jr., at the Wolf Performance Hall, 
Central Library. Allen is well known for his 
coverage of Catholic and Vatican events in 
the National Catholic Reporter, CNN, and 
NPR, and for his biographies of Benedict 
XVI. (Check out the LPL or Seminary 
websites for further details.) Later that  
afternoon, the Seminary community, its 
alumni, members of the Knights of Colum-
bus from many parishes, and all Catholics 
who wish to, will attend a Mass of Thanksgiving at the cathedral in  
recognition of all those who have contributed to Bishop Fallon’s 
love of education. Bishop Ronald Fabbro will officiate at this special  
occasion, and a reception will be held at the Seminary after the Mass. 
 Many other events will continue the centenary  
celebrations. On Thursday 24 May, youth of the diocese will gather  
at the Seminary for a day of fellowship and worship on the theme 
“Blesseds for the 21st Century.” The Seminary will be featured at 
the annual Doors Open London at the end of September. Tours of 
the Seminary will be available then, and by arrangement to par-
ish groups throughout the year. The magnificent grounds at Huron 
and Waterloo streets are already lined with festive banners. New  
signage for the Seminary is planned, new trees will be planted,  
historic plaques celebrating the Seminary will be erected, and the 
fence will be repaired and painted. 
 Book that special Mass of Thanksgiving on your calendar for 
23 May at 4:00pm, and check out the St. Peter’s Seminary website 
for details of other centenary events throughout 2012. 

ST. PETER'S SEMINARY CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

By Hilary Neary
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 Among the stained-glass windows in the cathedral, the 
oldest are from Innsbruck, Austria, in 1889.  Interestingly, 
these windows are to be found at what could be described as 
the "ends" of the building, such as the rose window (above 
the choir-loft, at the facade of the building), which depicts 
King David playing a harp and singing psalms, surrounded 
by angels playing musical instruments.  Also, the windows 
at the ends of the transepts are also from 1889.  In the west 
transept, are the Twelve Apostles (with St Matthias, instead 
of Judas Iscariot), each holding a symbol to differentiate 
them, usually a symbol associated with their martyrdom.  
In the east transept, are depicted four Western Doctors of 
the Church, four Eastern Doctors of the Church and four 
prominent Irish saints (reflecting the predominantly Irish 
character of the cathedral parish in the late 19th-century). 
 Finally, the windows around the end of the chancel 
(the apse) are also from 1889, the cost of these particular 
windows was donated by the then Bishop of London, John 
Walsh - who was also the bishop who decided to build the 
current cathedral building.  Seven in total, these windows 
circle around where the bishop's chair (or throne - cathedra, 
in Latin) is now located, each 
depicting a separate event 
from the life of Jesus Christ.  
These events are not from 
his earthly ministry, but are 
instead seven events that are 
of fundamental importance 
to the Christian faith: the  
Nativity, the Crucifixion, 
the Resurrection, Christ's 
"Great Commission" to the 
apostles, the Resurrected 
Christ with Peter, the As-
cension, and Pentecost. 
 Since this edition of 
Cathedral Connections is  
released in Easter, it is  
appropriate to focus on 
the window depicting the  
Resurrection, so please  
refer to the photograph while 
reading this article.  The  
central image in this  
window is the Resurrected 
Christ emerging from the 
tomb, his right hand appears 
extended in the style of a 
blessing, with his left hand 
holding a simple banner (with 
a red cross on it), although 
often shown with a lamb. 
 On the right (to Christ's 
left), is depicted Roman  
soldiers, who appear  
confused and scared by what 
they are beholding.  On the left 
(to Christ's right), are some 
of Christ's women followers, 
among them (presumably) 
is Mary Magdalene.  It is 
worth noting that the women  
followers are depicted as 
not yet seeing the Risen 
Christ, so they are shown as 
sad and downcast (as Mary  
Magdalene says in St John's 

Gospel, "They have taken away my Lord and I do not know 
where they have laid him", John 20:13).  Appropriately, 
the soldiers are shown on Christ's left, with his women  
followers on Christ's right - in traditional Christian imagery, 
those favoured by God (or those who are holy) are shown 
on God's right.
 The stone that had been covering the tomb is set aside, 
sitting atop a snake - along with a skull and a bone, thus 
showing Christ's victory over evil and death.  Sitting on the 
stone is an angel, or a cherubim, in whose left hand is shown 
a flaming sword (a sword of flames).  This is a reference 
to Genesis and the Fall, after God had expelled Adam and 
Eve from the Garden of Eden and a cherubim was stationed 
to guard the garden, holding a "sword flaming" (Genesis 
3:24).  The presence of the cherubim who was stationed 
to guard the Garden of Eden (holding a flaming sword)  
symbolizes Christ's reversal of the Fall, for those who  
believe - and a reaching back to Adam and Eve, thus  
showing the all-encompassing potential of the  
Resurrection.

~ Mark C. Ambrogio

THE DEPICTION OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION 
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