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 CathedralConnections
We are a prayerful Christian Community built on justice and love, which embraces parishioners and others in need.

 In the Fall of 2013, a Strategic 
Planning process entitled Journey-
ing Together, Building our Future 
was initiated in order to assist with 
a vision for the future of our parish.  
You were asked to share your ideas.  
801 people responded by filling out a 
survey with valuable input regarding 
our parish strengths, weaknesses, 
concerns, opportunities, improve-
ments, challenges and threats.  The 

entire 99-page report containing all the survey informa-
tion received can be found at www.stpeterslondon.ca  
 Along with the members of our Steering Committee, 
I very much wish to thank you for taking the time to offer 
your comments. From these responses committee mem-
bers are meeting to develop a plan of action which will be 
presented to parishioners for feedback in the near future. 
Please continue to consult the parish bulletin for details or 
keep an eye on our parish website www.cathedral.dol.ca .   
Our Lenten journey leads us to Easter through liturgies 
that are inspiring.  During Holy Week we are drawn into 
the mystery of our salvation. We pray that we may imitate 
Jesus in his suffering and death so that we can imitate 
him in his resurrection when it is time for us to be called 
home to God.  In the meantime as we live out our faith we 
wrestle for ways to turn our belief into action carrying out 
our responsibilities as a follower of Jesus.
 Perhaps my experience of new life at Easter will 
show itself as I work at making some changes and recog-

nizing new movements in my life
-from relying on myself to admitting my need for God
-from a preoccupation with myself to opening my eyes to 
the needs of others around me
-from apathy and ignorance to a newly awakened sensi-
tivity to the poor and oppressed 
-from my excessive busyness to taking time to think, be 
quiet and pray
-from discouragement and feeling sorry for myself to be-
ing grateful for my many blessings
-from being weighed down by unconfirmed fears and con-
cerns to finding new courage and hope in a life of prayer 
and service
-from being too wrapped up in the unimportant, the pass-
ing and material in order to be free to pay attention to 
what is essential, lasting and spiritual
 We could all add to the list. Let’s not be afraid to be 
vulnerable and ask for help in the areas of my life needing 
growth.  God works quite well with that.
 As we are discovering in our strategic planning we 
all need to support each other.   The life of our parish would 
not be as vibrant as it is without the commitment and ded-
ication of everyone who calls St. Peter’s a spiritual home.  
Your presence with us and continued support of our Ca-
thedral Basilica parish is a sign of hope and promise as we 
continue along on our journey which began at our baptism. 
Along with Bishop Fabbro and the Cathedral staff, I wish 
you a Blessed Easter.

Fr. Jim Mockler

JOURNEYING TOGETHER: BUILDING OUR FUTURE

 Last fall the parish undertook a planning pro-
cess to determine the focus and priorities for our 
community.  The process began with the estab-
lishment of the Strategic Planning Committee  
whose members are Wilma de Rond (Chair), Kevin He-
hir, Frank jurjevich, Julianna Krestick, Alenka Manners, 
Cathryn Hall and Father Jim Mockler.  We have named 
the process, Journeying Together:  Building our Future 
Strategic planning is the process used by organizations 
to define [its] strategy or direction for the future.  It iden-
tifies goals, actions and resources necessary to achieve 
the desired direction.  An important first phase of the es-
tablishment of a strategic direction is to seek input from 
stakeholders, in our case the members of our parish com-
munity as well as others who are impacted or have impact 
on our parish.  
 The committee met for the first time in October with 
the project facilitator, Fred Galloway.  This meetiwng es-

tablished the committee’s terms of reference, communi-
cation plan, work plan and key dates, as well as the tasks 
to be accomplished during the consultation or listening 
phase of the strategic planning process.
 Over the course of four weeks in November, sur-
veys were sent out to parishioners: these same surveys 
were also included in the parish bulletin as well as online.   
Survey Sunday (November 9/10) allowed those attending 
any mass over the weekend to participate in the survey.  
Parishioners were asked to identify what they most en-
joyed or found meaningful about St. Peter’s, what con-
cerns needed to be addressed, what new or modified par-
ish programs, services or offerings should be considered 
for the future, and what the biggest challenges were to the 
parish remaining a vibrant faith community. 
 In addition to the surveys, the St. Peter’s community 
was invited to attend one of two workshops conducted by 

comtinued on page 10
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W E  R E M E M B E R …
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

Joseph Louis Van Damme 
Feb. 15, 1932 - Dec. 30, 2013

Beatrice Mary Jones Ferwerda  
Jan. 26, 1924 - Dec. 31, 2013

Irene Zammit     
Mar. 05, 1925 - Jan. 06, 2014

Sarah Wills  
Mar. 26, 1955 - Feb. 09, 2014

Kathleen Lenora Adams 
Sept. 21, 1926 - Feb. 16, 2014

Leo Joseph Janisse    
Mar. 26, 1924 - Feb. 20, 2014

Villamor Sr. Alfonso 
Nov. 28, 1928 - Feb. 19, 2014

Lawrence Joseph McCarthy  
May 11, 1928 - Feb. 21, 2014

Leo Austin Johnson 
Apr 20, 1915 - Feb. 15, 2014

a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather  
    stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.

For that which is, already has been;  
that which is to be, already is; and  

God seeks out that which has gone by. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, 15

ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING MAKES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the com-
pletion of its latest project which honours the wishes of 
Pope John Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of 
praying the Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs 
of those who are more comfortable with the option of 
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to 

them.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and faithful departed 
as we await the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased 
to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information 

concerning our many services.

For further information 
please contact a

 Family Service Counsellor.

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Chris Betzner, 
Douglas Manners, Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708
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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,  
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to  
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of  
the tomb and we do not know where they have laid him!" 

 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward 

the tomb. The two were running together, but the other  
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings laying there, 
but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, follwing  

him, and went into the tomb. 
 

He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 
had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings, 

but rolled-up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple,  
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and  
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

'that he must rise from the dead'.

The Gospel passage for the Eucharist on Easter Sunday: 
John 20: 1-9

The web site can be found  
on the Internet at: 
http://www.cathedral.dol.ca

We look forward 

to your visit  

& invite you 

to send us 

your comments 

 via email.

St. Peter’s On The 
     Web..

 

PALM SUNDAY - April 12 &13 
Parish Masses 

6:00pm, 8:30am,  
10:30am, 12:30pm, 7:30pm

Our week of prayer begins. 
Monday of Holy Week  

(April 14th) 
Parish Mass: 7:30am 

Mass of Chrism:  7:00pm   
Bishop Fabbro joins with the priests 
and people from every parish of the 

Diocese of London to bless and  
consecrate the oils to be used in the 

celebration of the Sacraments 
throughout the coming year.

Tuesday of Holy Week  
(April 15th) 

Parish Mass: 7:30am 
 

Wednesday of Holy Week  
(April 16th) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:      
10:30am-11:30am 

Parish Mass: 12:05pm

Easter Triduum  
(The Three Holy Days)

Holy Thursday (April 17th) 
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 

7:30pm

Good Friday (April 18th) 
Morning Prayer: 9:00am 

Stations of the Cross: 12:00pm 
Good Friday Luncheon: 12:45pm 
The Passion of the Lord: 3:00pm

Holy Saturday (April 19th) 
Morning Prayer: 9:00am 
The Easter Vigil: 9:00pm

Easter Sunday (April 20th) 
Parish Masses: 8:30am, 10:30am, 

12:30pm, 7:30pm

You Can Reach Us At…
519-432-3475

FAX: 519-432-5358

PARISH STAFF . . . . . . . EXT.
Fr. Jim Mockler, Rector . . . . . . . . 228 
jmockler@dol.ca

Fr. Steny Mascarenhas . . . . . . . . 224 
smascarenhas@dol.ca

Fr. Terry McNamara. . . . . . . . . . . 227 
tmcn@dol.ca

Deacon Len Hughes. . . . . . . . . . 221 
lhughes@dol.ca

Cathryn Hall, Pastoral Minister. . 225 
chall@dol.ca

Mitch Lenko,  
Business Administrator . . . . . . . . 226 
mlenko@dol.ca
RoseMary Cleary, Administrative 
Assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .222 
basilica@dol.ca

Mary Egan, Receptionist- 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .221 
megan@dol.ca

The Celebration of Holy Week 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro C.S.B. 

Bishop of London

Fanshawe Park Rd.

York Street

Exeter Rd.

Queen’s Avenue

King Street
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St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica

Dufferin Avenue

MASS TIMES 

Mark C. Ambrogio, Editor 
Cathryn Hall 
Albin C. Kmet 
Mitch Lenko 

Dominic Tang 
Ina Pakkert 

Hilary Bates Neary

Cathedral Connections Editing Committee 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL UPDATE

With Our Thanks to Kellogg’s.

On March 22nd of this year, in the Lon-
don Free Press, our St. Peter's Confer-
ence of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
placed a "Letter to the Editor" thanking 
Kellogg’s ECCO Committee for their 
past donations to our work. Kellogg's had 
been the only business supporting our 

Conference, and we wanted them to know how much we valued 
that twenty year relationship. Through their support and that 

of our generous parishioners, we have been providing a much 
needed service to the poor in our community. 

Kellogg's financial support has been a great blessing for us and 
for those we serve. We extend our very best wishes at this time 
of uncertainty to everyone at Kellogg's. We know, that together, 
we have helped many of our neighbours in need. Please pray for 
those who are facing loss of employment during these difficult 
times and for those who rely on our support.

Our Lady of London Conference of the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, COUNCIL 13404
 The Knights of Columbus have 
been very busy since the start of 2014, 
serving our church and community 
with six events. 

 A number of people in our neigh-
bourhood struggle to have enough food 
and shelter on a daily basis. To help al-
leviate some of their burden, our first 
event was the yearly Winter Welcome 

Lunch held on January 18th. Under the leadership of Deacon Len 
Hughes, in partnership with the CWL, the Outreach Organization, 
and the St. Vincent de Paul, we co-hosted this luncheon for one hun-
dred and eleven persons in need. We provided a full course hot meal 
consisting of baked ham, mashed potatoes, salads, etc.

 On February 7th, we held a “Night With The Knights” event. 
We purchased one hundred tickets to a London Knights hockey 
game and sold them all at a profit. The evening included tickets to 
the game, a meal and parking.

 The very next morning, February 8th, our council sponsored 
a District Basketball Free Throw in the Parish Centre gym. London 
boys and girls aged 9 to 14 competed.

 St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus celebrated our 10th Anni-
versary at a dinner on February 22nd. All past and present members 
including wives or girlfriends were invited. Officials from our State 
office and clergy also attended. Normally, our own Knights would 
look after cooking and serving the food. However, we did not need 
to do so at this event. Fellow Knights from Holy Family council 
purchased, prepared and cooked the dinner. Our CWL ladies served. 
Once the food was ready to eat, it arrived at the table faster than a zip 
line! Our very first Grand Knight, Dr. Lawrence Jardine, gave a great 
speech providing us with an interesting history of how our council 
came about ten years ago.

 The fifth event was our Pancake and Sausage night on Shrove 
Tuesday, March 4th. Approximately 125 tickets were sold and ev-
eryone thoroughly enjoyed the pancakes and sausages prepared and 
cooked by our talented cooks.

 The most recent event was our Karaoke Night on March 15th. 
Albin Kmet organized this fun filled evening, provided all the DJ 
equipment, music, advertising, food and posters. We sure have a lot 
of great singers in our Parish!

 The next events will be the “Evening In Italy” spaghetti night 
on April 5, 2014 and the John McDermott Concert on May 6, 2014. 

 Once again we invite the men in our parish to join the 
Knights of Columbus. Membership provides many rewards by 
enabling you to give to the church and to serve our community. 
Please call Larry Barrett at 519-657-0819 or email him at larry-
barrett@sympatico.ca
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 It’s amazing to look back on this year and see how the 
Lord has worked in and grown the Young Adults 4 Christ 
Ministry since it began at St. Peter’s in September 2012. One 
way we can see this is through our recently held events.

 Starting in 2013, every Wednesday at 7:00pm, the 
Young Adults 4 Christ spend some time in silence, prayer, 
and reflection before the Blessed Sacrament during an hour of 
adoration. We consistently have many people come to spend 
time with our Lord in this holy hour. We invite you to join 
us. In addition, we started watching the Catholicism DVD 
series by Fr. Robert Barron. This series goes to the basics of 
the Church so as to help educate and remind us of the funda-
mentals of our faith. We meet every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month in St. Peter’s School where we watch and then discuss 
what we have learned from the video. Whether you have al-
ready joined us or not, we invite young adults to come and 
learn more about the Church and our mission.

 In 2013, this ministry hosted a pleasant dinner for the 
soon-to-be ordained Permanent Deacons and their wives. As 
we began the new year, the Young Adults 4 Christ hosted the 
First Annual New Year’s Dinner for the young adults at St. 
Peter’s, with the special presence of  His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Bishop Fabbro. We were blessed to have the Bishop 
speak to the young adults about their need in the Church and 
the work that we are called to do. Nearly eighty young adults 
enjoyed delicious food and drinks from Wayside Dining in 
Talbotville and the Catholic Women’s League. It was a great 
night of fellowship and socializing that brought the Bishop, 
Fr. Jim, Fr. Terry, Fr. Steny, Deacon Len and his wife together 
with so many young adults. We owe great thanks to the Par-
ish Staff and the Catholic Women’s League for helping us to 
carry out this great initiative. 

 On March 8th, the Young Adults 4 Christ hosted a Si-
lent Lenten Retreat, focusing on the Joy of the Gospel by 
Pope Francis. We had nearly sixty young adults come out to 
pray, meditate, and listen to various talks on the Joy of the 
Gospel and how to have a fruitful Lenten season. We had the 
privilege of hearing Deacon Guy Alden, from St. Andrew’s 
Church, explain the importance of spreading the Gospel and 
how to be effective in the Church’s mission of evangeliza-
tion. His talks on the Pope’s Apostolic Exhortation were both 
engaging and enlightening. It was a fitting way to remind and 
invite us to embrace our uniquely personal yet shared calling 
with all Catholics, through Baptism in the Church, to spread 
the Gospel in a loving, truthful, and charitable way.

 We also heard from Fr. Steny who illustrated the im-
portance of a true, good, and contrite reconciliation. He ex-
plained how we must approach confession so as to repent, 
receive forgiveness, and to then leave and sin no more. Fr. 
Steny also described the purpose of Lent and how we should 
pray, fast, and give alms, not for ourselves, but to give glory 
to God and show our love and charity to others.

 In addition to the helpful and beautiful talks by Deacon 

Guy and Fr. Steny, we were fortunate enough to have twen-
ty-six parishioners pray for us before the Blessed Sacrament 
throughout the day. We are truly thankful for the prayers that 
helped to open our eyes and hearts to and through the Holy 
Spirit.

 We are also greatly appreciative of the Catholic Wom-
en’s League who helped to set up for the day and provided 
both a delicious breakfast and lunch. Their food and service 
helped the day to run smoothly and to keep our attention upon 
prayer, meditation, and the talks. Some of our members had 
assisted with the Annual Christmas Bazaar, and we hope that 
we may be able to do more for the CWL and the parish in the 
future.

 Last but not least, the Young Adults 4 Christ owe a 
great deal of thanks to the members of the Core Committee 
and the Parish staff who have been so accommodating with 
our ministry. With grateful hearts, we praise God for the suc-
cess of our weekly adoration, our bi-weekly gatherings, and 
these three major events. We encourage all young adults from 
the ages of 18 to 35 to join the ministry so that you can come 
and meet fellow Catholics, grow in your faith, and become an 
active member of the parish community. The Young Adults 4 
Christ are grateful for all the opportunities to cooperate and 
work thus far to bring about renewal and fellowship amongst 
young adults for the parish, and we continue to look forward 
to the future. We hope that we will be able to accomplish the 
work that we believe God is calling us to do in the parish. We 
know that without the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we would 
be helpless in this endeavor. 

 For those interested in joining, please contact  
Fr. Steny or e-mail ya4cstpeters@gmail.com

BARRY MARCHEDDS
DISCOUNT
DRAIN
SERVICE

555 Third Street, London, ON N5V 2C1 
Telephone: 519-451-8342 

Fax : 519-451-3520 
www.discountdrainservice.com

Plumbing • Drains • Septic Tanks
Wet Basement Repairs

Bobcat • Backhoe • Dump Trucks
Trenching • Site Servicing 

Mini-Excavating • Excavating  
Electric Eel Service

YOUNG ADULTS FOR CHRIST (YA4C)

In order to ensure sufficient  
time to put Cathedral Connections 

together.
Article submission deadline 

for the next issue is...

May 28



Spring ahead!  
 St. Peter's CWL braved our very cold and snowy winter and 
participated in many activities. Following are some of their commend-
able accomplishments:
 To list this year's objectives, a planning session was held on a 
stormy Saturday in January. The executive gathered for lunch and for a 
planning for this year. It was agreed that the 2013 executive would remain 
for the next term. They are: Julie Sans, president; Mary Quigley, recording 
secretary; Jo Guth, treasurer; Mary Ducharme and Valerie Grant, spiritual 
co-convernors; Sandra Sanford and Joan Dalton, social co-conveners; and 
Dora Dannecker, chair, communications. Ava To has joined the executive 
as chair, resolutions and legislation.
 A "Winter Welcome" dinner was once again organized by Dea-
con Len Hughes and the Outreach Committee held on January 18th. 
The Knights of Columbus prepared the meal for clients of St. Vin-
cent de Paul and guests. Our Council assisted with serving the meal, 
along with members of the Outreach Committee and St. Vincent de 
Paul members, to approximately 115 hungry diners. We also donated 
cake for dessert, table decorations, and favours. Before dining, Fr. 
Jim spoke and offered a blessing over the meal. St. Vincent de Paul 
conducted several draws following the meal for cash cards to various 
venues. In addition, gifts consisting of hats, gloves, socks, and blankets 
were also given, to keep the cold away!
 A Valentine Social and New Members Welcome was the theme of 
the General Meeting on February 8th. Ava To and Angie DiFruscia were 
introduced as new members at this meeting. Following the business ses-
sion, a luncheon was provided as an appreciation for volunteers who do-
nated their time and talents to the Annual Christmas Bazaar.
 We offer our congratulations to the St. Peter's Knights of Colum-
bus, who are celebrating their 10th anniversary this year. On February 
22nd, a roast beef dinner was served to members, spouses, and guests. 
Our ladies decorated the gym (the parish hall) and served the diners at this 
event. The meal was prepared by a K of C group from another parish.
 Marie Sawa represented St. Peter's at the World Day of Prayer, 
which was held at First-St. Andrew's United Church, on Friday March 
7th. The theme of the service this year was "Streams in the Desert" 
and the service was prepared by the world Day of Prayer – Women of 

Egypt. An afternoon reception followed 
and some tradition Egyptian desserts 
were included, such as dates and a sweet 
dessert known as Bacalava.
 As a Lenten offering, beginning 
Ash Wednesday (March 5th), following 
the Noon Mass every Wednesday through 
Lent, a lunch was provided to parishioners 
and guests at the cathedral, consisting of 
home-made soups, sandwiches, and des-
serts. This continued until Holy Week. 
This meal was provided for no charge, al-
though free-will offerings were accepted. 
An annual tradition, funds generated from 
these lunches are used to help support the 
many charities through donations of our Council.
 Sunday March 9th, a reception following the Diocesan Rite of 
Election was hosted by St. Peter's CWL, for approximately 300 people. 
Trays of food were provided by parishes of the Central Committee. The 
parishes represented were Holy Cross, Holy Family, Mary Immaculate, 
St. Andrew the  Apostle, St. George's, St. John the Divine, St. Justin's, St. 
Martin of Tours, and St. Patrick's.
 A similar reception following the Mass of Chrism is being held 
and hosted by the London CWL Central Committee parishes. These are 
amazing cooperate efforts where local CWL councils collectively pro-
vide the food and beverages for such receptions. In past years, there have 
been well-over 300 people attending the reception following the Mass of 
Chrism. Churches from all over the diocese sends representatives to the 
Mass of Chrism to obtain the chrism oil, which are used throughout the 
year by their parishes.
 Spring events will include the Diocesan Convention in Wind-
sor, Ontario, on April 28th to the 30th. On May 11th, there will be 
a Mother's Day Bake and Book Sale. A first-time event, a Straw-
berry Social will be held on June 22nd. More information to follow! 
 We are anticipating an end to the cold weather and look forward 
to continuing our work for our parish and our parishioners. We appreciate 
your ongoing support and wish everyone a Happy Easter!!

CWL UPDATE - EASTER 2014

Valentine Social - Kay Capitano, Helen McLeod,  
Mary Ducharme, Gerry Chamberlain and Ruth Sans

New Members Welcome -  
Julie Sans welcomes Ava To and Angie DiFruscia

Ministries  at  St. Peter’s frequently seek new 
members with a notice in the parish bulle-
tin. But you can be assured that our choirs are  
ALWAYS in recruitment mode!

 If you are from six years of age through Grade 8, the Chil-
dren’s Choir under the leadership of Ana Matijevic welcomes you. 
This choir practices on Thursday evenings between 6:00 and 
7:00pm, and sings at one 10:30am Sunday Mass per month. 

 If you are between Grade 9 into your 90s (yes, we have had 
singers of that venerable age!) then you have two choices of adult 
choirs to join. The Cathedral Singers under the direction of Gloria 
Gassi sing most Sundays at 10:30, and rehearse on Thursday eve-
nings between 7:00 and 8:30pm.  This choir also provides choral 
leadership at special diocesan events held at St. Peter’s, such as 
ordinations and the Mass of Chrism. The Contemporary Choir is 
led by the Cathedral organist, Ron Fox, and sings at the Sunday 
evening Mass at 7:30pm, rehearsing on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00pm. Both choirs welcome singers with some musical skills, and 

promise that choral talents will be stretched 
and enhanced. All of the above three choirs 
take a break during the months of July and 
August.

 A fourth opportunity for choral min-
istry is the Resurrection Choir. This group is 
contacted a couple of days in advance of a 
funeral, assembles in the Cathedral nave, 
and supports the cantor in familiar hymns 
and psalms.

 Innumerable studies show the mental, physical and emo-
tional benefits of choral singing. The great advantage of engaging in 
this healthy activity at the Cathedral is that in worshiping with song 
you support beautiful liturgy with like-minded singers of all ages. 

 Our choirs always welcome new members. If you are 
interested in being a part of this vibrant ministry, please call 
the Church Office at 519-432-3475, and ask to be referred to 
one of our choir directors. WE NEED YOUR VOICE!

Music Matters... Joining a Cathedral Choir

Hilary Bates Neary

Valentine Social -  
Cora Vazansky and  
Mickey Fursman
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  Before I attended my first weekday mass at the cathedral, I 
was told that I would be surprised by what I would see. 

“What would I see?” I asked.

“You will see that the presiding priest is the youngest man on the 
altar, even though he is probably close to retirement or retired a few 
years already,” was the reply. 

It was true! The priest saying mass was nearing retirement age and 
the two altar servers were clearly senior by a number of years.  The 
age made no difference and the liturgy flowed smoothly and was 
edifying. 

This article is about one of those altar servers, Richard Dwyer, who 
has been a parishioner at St. Peter’s Cathedral for his entire life.  In 
fact he has lived in the same house for eighty-four years. His ties to 
the Cathedral began with his grandparents, who, in 1885, were one 
of the first couples married in the newly constructed St. Peter’s Ca-
thedral. 

Among his possessions is a wonderful huge family Bible, a 1880 edi-
tion, which has the following inscription on the last fly leaf:

Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Dwyer 52 Blackfriars St. 
  Married May 6, 1885 

 Gift from Bishop McVae to us first couples married in 
  St. Peter’s Cathedral

The Early Years

 Richard was baptized at 
the cathedral, and received the 
sacraments of first Confession, 
first Holy Communion and Con-
firmation all at St. Peter’s. He 
vividly recalls his first Confes-
sion.

 "I was a little nervous and 
didn’t know what to confess. So 
I said to Father Hennessey, that I 
stole a new little red wagon. He 
laughed and said that he didn’t 
believe me, but gave me absolu-
tion any way, maybe for lying to 
him."

 Education for Richard 
began at St. Peter's school, the 
building for which was the fore-
runner to our present Parish 
Centre building. At age eight he 
became an altar boy. The family 

home was in the Blackfriars Bridge area and within walking distance 
to the bishop's house, albeit uphill. Richard was asked on a number 
of occasions to serve Mass for the bishop in the chapel in the bishop's 
residence, and happily did so. 

 “I was even invited to stay for breakfast, and another time, he 
gave me a big can of maple syrup to give to my mother. It was a gift 
that someone had given to him.” 

 In his humble and unassuming way, Richard also admitted to 
having the distinction as an altar boy of being Bishop Kidd’s train 
bearer. 

 "The bishop said the 10:30 Sunday morning Mass at the 
Cathedral, and during the procession to the altar and leaving the 
altar, he wore a long cloak, open in the front and fastened at the 
breast with a clasp. It was similar to the liturgical vestment called 
the cope, and had a long train. It was only worn during the proces-
sion. When Bishop Kidd reached the bishop's chair, the cloak was 
removed. Just before leaving the altar, he would put it back on. 
As the train-bearer, I was allowed to sit near the Bishop’s chair." 

The Flood of 1937

 A somber memory for Richard was 
the flood of 1937. It was April and Richard 
was only six years old at the time. The fam-
ily home was near the Thames River close 
to Blackfriars Bridge. It had been raining for 
two to three weeks and the snow was melt-
ing. 

 “My sister came to the school to bring 
me home because the flood was be-
ginning to engulf our house. When 
the teaching nuns heard the news, 
they immediately closed the school. 
When we reached home, I could 
see the water moving in the street 
towards our home and surround-
ing it. We hurried to the corner of 
Wharncliffe and Blackfriars Street 
to board a streetcar. By the time the 
streetcar arrived, the water was cov-
ering its wheels. The operator of the 
car said he was getting off the vehi-
cle and leaving it there. We walked 
our way to high ground and I spent 
the next few weeks at my grandpar-
ents home.” 

 Richard's home was in eight 
feet of water at the height of the 
flood. The entire first floor was cov-
ered with a foot of water. In some nearby homes water reached roof 
levels. Richard remembers seeing one of his neighbours being res-
cued from his roof top by a boat. Another man on an adjoining street 
was walking in the deep water and stepped into a hole and drowned.

Career Time

 Following graduation from Grade 8, Richard Dwyer had as-
pirations of a career as an aeronautical engineer.  He anticipated that 
taking a motor mechanics course at H.B. Beal Secondary School 
might be the appropriate entry level into that industry sector. Follow-
ing completion of Grade 8, he enrolled there as a high school student. 
He didn’t remain in the school long enough to graduate, but did take 
a position as a mechanic with a local car and truck dealership.  

 After five years working with trucks, Richard’s career path 
took a wide and unexpected turn. At the suggestion of his sister, who 
worked for the government, he applied for a position with Canada 
Customs and was accepted.  He worked there for the next twenty-
five years, a credit to his level of commitment. 

 "At first it was mostly routine office duty, examining packages 

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors

By Mitch Lenko

7

Richard with 1880 edition Family Bible, a gift to his  
grandparents from Bishop McVae.

Baby Richard in his mother's 
arms on far right with siblings 

and friends, 1930

Richard's first Communion, 
1937

comtinued on page 12 
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 The ordination of eleven deacons last November gave 
me the opportunity to reflect on my own six year journey as 
a deacon [for more than six years].  I have been asked to share 
those thoughts for this edition of Cathedral Connections.  

 My diaconal journey began in around 2001 when I felt 
that God was somehow calling me to something; the trouble 
was I didn’t know what the “something” might be.  After some 
searching and discernment, I began exploring the possibility 
that it might be to the permanent diaconate.  But with it came 
questions; “was I suitable, was I worthy?” I came to the conclu-
sion that if God wanted me to be a deacon he would lead the 
way.  And He did.

 On November 3, 2007, after successfully completing the 
four-year Study and Formation program, I was blessed to be 
ordained a deacon by Bishop Fabbro here at the cathedral. 

 I felt fortunate to be assigned to the cathedral, which 
was my home parish.  Being a parishioner is one thing.  But, 
then to stand before the assembly as a member of the clergy is 
another.  Even so, everyone was very accepting and supportive 
even though I am sure they were not necessarily sure of who 
a deacon was and what a deacon did.  At that time, I was not 
entirely sure myself!

 The bishop determined that my ministry of service 
would be outreach to the poor and, with Fr. Jim’s approval; my 

liturgical ministry would to be to St. Peter’s parish. 

 The reality of my new role immediately hit home when I 
was scheduled to preach for the first time at the 10:30am mass 
on the Sunday following my ordination.  If anyone has any 
doubts, I can assure you that preaching is a daunting and de-
manding task.  I recall labouring for hours over that first homily 
until I got it to where I thought it should be.

 If that wasn’t stressful enough, Bishop Fabbro arrived to 
preside.  Instead of preaching, he assigned that responsibility 
to me.  So, my first homily (and my second one too!) was under 
the watchful eye of the bishop. 

 I consider the homily to be an important part of the 
mass.  I am sure the assembly does too.  So, I have tried to ad-
here to the notion that the assembly not only deserves a good 
homily; it has the right to one.  I continue to work to that prin-
ciple.

 My ministry of service to the poor is at the forefront of 
my service as a deacon.  Shortly after my ordination I began to 
establish an Outreach Ministry to the poor focusing initially to 
support the Daily Bread Food Bank and the Fellowship Centre 
at St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral.  That took the form of seasonal 
food drives and inviting parishioners to volunteer there.  There 
is still much outreach work to be done if we have the willing 
hands to do it.

 As part of my outreach I became a member of the Board 
of St. Paul’s Social Services where I still serve, as well as volun-
teering at the Fellowship Centre.  

 As my diaconal ministry started to take shape, I came 
to appreciate the plight of people living in poverty and the 
wonderful work that our own St. Vincent de Paul Society was 
doing and continues to do.  Hopefully, my role as its Spiritual 

by Deacon Len Hughes

The Last Six Years...
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Assistant provides the spiritual nourishment and support this 
group needs for its much needed ministry.    

 I have tried to take a collaborative approach to ministry.  
One such undertaking is our annual “Winter Welcome Meal” 
each January when our Outreach Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, CWL, and Knights of Columbus contribute funds and 
volunteers to serve a sumptuous meal for the needy living 
within our parish boundaries.

 Collaboration has taken me beyond the parish working 
with leaders from other faith communities, such as the Multi-
Faith Social Action Coalition of London.  It is an organization of 
leaders from various Christian, Muslim, and Jewish faith com-
munities who work together to raise awareness and address 
the systemic causes of the poverty in our city.  Through it I 
have come to realize that, although we are of different faiths, 
we all share a common concern for the disadvantaged and 
marginalized of our community. 

 I am continually fed and nourished spiritually through 
my liturgical ministry.  My responsibilities at mass, as simple 
as they are, reinforce my diaconal call to service.  I also feel 
particularly privileged to be able to serve the bishop on a fre-
quent basis.  

 However, there are times when the deacon’s role takes 
on special significance, particularly during Holy Week.  Wheth-

er it is the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday, the initial 
prostration and the Veneration of the Cross on Good Friday, or 
the various sung parts of the Easter Vigil, I feel most privileged 
yet most humbled to carry out these liturgical functions.   

 As the cathedral is called to be a model of liturgical 
practice for the Diocese, it puts extra pressure on all the litur-
gical ministers to do the right things, at the right time, in the 
right place, “with grace and dignity”.  The deacon’s role is no 
exception.

 Beyond those responsibilities, I have been very for-
tunate to have been given the opportunity to exercise vir-
tually all aspects of liturgy that a deacon might reasonably 
be expected to encounter.  That has included administering 
the Sacrament of Baptism, presiding at Stations of the Cross, 
Benediction, and witnessing Marriages Outside of Mass.  Each 
occasion has made  me realize how honoured I am to exercise 
these sacred responsibilities on behalf of the Church. 

 Some parishioners may not be aware that I am married.  
This year my wife, Sheila, and I will celebrate our 45th wed-
ding anniversary.  She has been an integral part of my dia-
conal journey, and I would not be here without her.  But a ma-
jor challenge that any married deacon faces is balancing his 
diaconal ministry with his responsibilities as a husband.  That 
calls for a strong marriage to start with, an understanding 
spouse (both husband and wife) and a careful balancing act.  
Fortunately, if my diaconal duties, which can vary from 15 – 25 
hours per week, start to adversely affect our marriage, Sheila 
gently reminds me.  When she does, I listen and re-balance ac-
cordingly!

 I have much to be thankful for in my life and my dia-
conal ministry, in particular the parishioners of St. Peter’s, who 
have allowed me to serve them for the past six years or so.  
I am particularly appreciative of the support I have received 
from everyone, but especially from Sheila, our rector Fr. Jim 
Mockler, the Pastoral Team, and the parish staff.  May we all 
continue to work together to follow Jesus and the life he calls 
us to lead.     

Reflecting on my Ministry as a Deacon
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the project facilitator, and some members were invited to 
attend specific focus groups representing various inter-
est groups such as families, youth, and seniors.  Overall, 
some 800 parishioners have voiced input through sur-
veys, workshops and focus groups.  This overwhelming 
response is indicative of the commitment of our commu-
nity and its determination to build a vibrant future.
 The final step in Phase One was the summary of 
the input given during November.  The committee  met 
with the facilitator in February to review the environ-
mental scan report.  Phase Two began in March when 
the committee along with members representing the mul-
tiple dimensions of the parish had the opportunity to give 
further input on the results of the surveys.  From the in-
put received, a draft Strategic Plan will be completed in 
April.  
 Phase Three (April – June) will be the Strategic 

Plan Finalization where the draft plan will be reviewed 
by key community members, it is anticipated that work-
shops and an online community review will be available 
to receive input from all members.  Once input has been 
received the plan will be redrafted and finalized.  The 
final report will be presented to the Parish Team, Parish 
Pastoral Council, and parish.  Phase Four will be the im-
plementation of the plan beginning in September 2014.
 There is still much work to be accomplished, but it 
is important to acknowledge both the work of the com-
mittee and the high level of parish support to this point. 
[and it is important to acknowledge the work of the com-
mittee and parishioners to date].  It is certainly encour-
aging to see the participation to date and the discussions 
that have resulted as part of this important process.  We 
look forward to Journeying Together:  Building our Fu-
ture.

The St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica Strategic Planning Steering Committee is pleased to provide you with this 
executive summary of some of the findings of the Journeying Together: Building Our Future surveys that 
were completed in November 2013 by some 800 participants.

Survey Respondent Distribution by Mass/Group:

*Percentage has been rounded.
 Approximately 77.8% of the completed surveys 
were submitted through Mass attendance, followed by 
dropping off, mailing in, or using the online survey.  
Twenty-seven surveys were completed by students in the 
Catholic Central Choir who were in attendance on Sur-
vey Sunday.  These surveys were analyzed separately.
Parish Profile by the Numbers:
3,200 registered parishioners 
1600 to 1700 people attend mass each weekend 
2,200 visitors per year 
22% of registered parishioners use envelopes 
100 registered parishioners use direct withdrawal from 
bank accounts.
Other Noteworthy Information:
The vast majority of those who attend St. Peter’s do not 
reside within its own postal code area.  An examination 
of postal code distribution of those who attend indicates 
that parishioners and visitors to the parish come from ev-
ery area of London and from areas outside of London.
The 10:30 am mass on Sunday is the most attended mass 
over the weekend based on pew counts.  The 6:00 pm 
mass on Saturday is the least attended mass.  Pew counts 
over the last four years indicate a decline in attendance 
from 2010 to 2012 with an increase showing in 2013.
Offertory collections have declined between 2010 and 
2012, as have overall revenues.  The parish is now oper-
ating on a break even basis with no surplus revenues.
Currently the parish has eleven staff members fulfilling 
various roles to support a large parish congregation in-

cluding parishioners and visitors and the accompanying 
infrastructure.
Parish Consultation Results  
– Summary of Key Findings:
Strengths:
• The dominant strength across the parishioners’ survey, 
community workshops and focus groups was the quality 
of the liturgies, music and choirs.  The rate of identifica-
tion was typically in the 75% range.
• The Cathedral building related to its location, traditions, 
artifacts/icons, environment and reverence was also not-
ed as a strength.
• The homilies and parish leadership were also frequently 
noted as strengths as were opportunities for faith devel-
opment, sacraments, solitude, and reverent experience.
• Other strengths noted were volunteers, parish centre, 
ecumenical work, being the home of the Bishop and Di-
ocesan ceremonies, number of masses available, park-
ing, and the social events and opportunities for all parish-
ioners but in particular young people and the emerging 
young adult group.
Concerns/Issues/Weakness:
• There was evidence that there is a division in parishio-
ners’ expectations between being significantly more tra-
ditional (Latin Mass and prayers) and being more liberal, 
open, and flexible.
• There is a generational divide emerging within the par-
ish as members age new and younger individuals are not 

JOURNEYING TOGETHER: BUILDING OUR FUTURE continued

comtinued from page 1
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Mass

Saturday    6:00pm

Sunday    8:30am

Sunday    10:30am

Sunday    12:30pm

Sunday    7:30pm

Catholic Central Choir

Delivered/Website

TOTAL

# of Respondents

91

80

190

94

168

27

151

801

# in Attendance

174

234

507

382

364

% by Mass

52.3

34.2

37.5

24.6

46.2

% by Source

11.4

10.0

23.7

11.7

21.0

3.7

18.9

100*
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MEMORIAL WINDOWS
RESTORATION - RELEADING - REPAIRS
STORMGLAZING - SANDCARVED GLASS

RESIDENTIAL COMMISSIONS

As the needs of each client are unique, so are the 
designs created to fulfill those needs.

Each step in the process from design to installation 
is carried out with great care, thus insuring the high 
standards and quality that we feel are essential for 
your satisfaction.

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2
Phone/Fax: (519) 432-9624

Visit our website at
www.sunrisestainedglass.com

EST. 1979

MAY IS “LEAVE A LEGACY MONTH”

 Everyone claims to have a favourite charity, but does ev-
eryone support one? Leave A Legacy Month is a national pub-
lic awareness campaign that promotes the benefits of leaving 
a bequest in your will to help that very charity that you prefer.  
 Canadians give for many different reasons. Some find it as a 
method of ensuring that their memory lives on. Others want to pro-
vide support to a cause that has special meaning to them. Still others 
consider it as a contribution for the future, often acknowledging the 
donations and generosity of volunteers and organizations that as-
sisted in shaping their own future.   

What is Legacy Giving?

 Legacy Giving is a way for you to support a charity of your 
choice by making gifts from your accumulated assets.  It allows you 
to perpetuate your values by making a gift of lasting significance. 
The size of the gift doesn’t matter. Whatever the amount you give, 
how you give it, or whatever you direct it to, your legacy gift will be 
valued.

Why make a Legacy Gift to the Cathedral?

 A legacy gift to the cathedral is a way to leave an ongoing 
legacy of faith and hope to future generations. We are blessed that 
our beloved cathedral is a monument of faith and a place of wor-
ship because of the generosity of the parishioners who preceded us 
for the last 128 years. Now it is our turn to leave a legacy to help 
parishioners for the next 128 years and more. 

Types of Legacy Gifts 

 Legacy gifts include bequests, securities, life insurance, gift 
annuities, and cash. Some legacy gifts can be given during one’s 
lifetime, such as a gift of life insurance or annuities, while others are 
given at death, such as a bequest in a will.  Bequests are the most 
common legacy gift. 

How will the Cathedral use my Legacy Gift?

 The cathedral will use your legacy gift for the purpose that 
you specify. Some current needs are the interior decorating of the 
cathedral, new vestments, refinishing our cathedral doors, the min-
istry to the poor and marginalized, the youth ministry, the parish 
visitation ministry, improving our website, the list goes on and on. 
If no purpose is specified, the gift will be used for the cathedral's 
priority projects. If you are thinking of making a legacy gift to St. 
Peter’s, we encourage you to contact our Business Administrator in 
the  parish office to discuss how best you can help the cathedral. 

TYPES OF BEQUESTS 
Charitable Bequests 

 A charitable bequest is simply a distribution from your es-

tate to a charitable organization through your 
last will and testament. There are different 
kinds of bequests. For each you should use 
very specific language to indicate the precise 
direction of your assets and to successfully 
carry out your final wishes.  Below we have 
listed some of the more common kinds of be-
quests. We always recommend that you care-
fully review the terms of your will with a pro-
fessional trained in handling trusts and estates.

 General Bequests are legacies that come from the general 
value of the estate, and are made by designating a specific dollar 
amount, a particular asset, or a fixed percentage of your estate to 
certain people or causes of your choice. 

 Specific Bequests are made when a particular item or prop-
erty is bequeathed for a designated purpose.

 Residuary Bequests are made when you intend to leave the 
residue portion of your assets after other terms of the will have been 
satisfied.

 Contingency Bequests  allow you to leave a portion of your 
estate to a particular charity if your named beneficiary does not sur-
vive you.

The Simplest Way to Get Started

Here are some suggestions:

•  Discuss making a legacy gift with your family

•  Prepare a will. Without a will, you lose control over your property 
after death. Set up an appointment with your financial advisor or 
lawyer. These professionals have the sensitivity to guide you though 
the process. 

•  Remember loved ones with memorial gifts

• If you need more help, call our office and speak to our Business 
Administrator. He will be happy to assist. 

 The legal name of the parish is: The Roman Catholic Episco-
pal Corporation of the Diocese of London in Ontario in trust for St. 
Peter's Cathedral Basilica. However, in the past simply St. Peter’s 
Cathedral Basilica, London has worked successfully.

Tax Tip For New Donors: 
  Revenue Canada has introduced the new first time donor’s  

supercredit. It provides an additional 25% credit for first time  
donors on donations up to $1,000.00 for a maximum additional 

credit of $250.00.  It applies to new donations made before 2018. 
Contact your tax professional for details.

By Mitch Lenko
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entering the country by mail or by express.  
Then Air Canada began two daily flights 
between London and Cleveland, and I was 
selected to be a customs inspector at the 
airport.  It was certainly more interesting. 
One time, I picked up a gun from a pas-
senger arriving from the U.S. It turned out 
that he was a detective in Cleveland who 
was here to pick up a prisoner. I gave him 
a receipt for his weapon and he was able to 
retrieve it on his return to the U.S."

 Richard described another occasion 
where a passenger arrived carrying a large 
and awkward umbrella stand carved from 
an elephant trunk. The elephant was a pro-
tected species and the item had to be con-
fiscated. 

 "He looked relieved to be finally rid of 
it," added Richard.

 "On another occasion, a Jamaican approached my table 
proudly carrying a very large bottle of rum in front of him.  Uninten-
tionally, he somehow banged the bottle against the side of my desk, 
and it broke, spilling all that golden elixir on to the floor."

 "What happened to my rum?" asked the passenger now hold-
ing only the upper neck portion of his bottle.

 "You’re standing in it," replied Richard.

Retirement Pursuits

 After his long tenure of service with Canada Customs, he was 
able to retire in 1983. He took the opportunity to visit Ireland on two 
occasions since his forefathers originated there. He particularly en-
joyed travelling on the pilgrimage tours organized by Larry Hender-
son, who was an announcer with CBC.  With that group, he visited 
the Shrine of our Lady of Lourdes in France, the shrine at Medju-
gorje in the region of Western Bosnia and Ireland’s National Marian 
Shrine at Knock in County Mayo. 

 The Marian Shrine at Knock is well known to the Irish but 
perhaps not to others. It dates back to 1879 when Our Lady, St. Jo-
seph, and St. John the Evangelist appeared at the south gable of the 
Church at Knock. Behind them, and a little to the left was an altar 
with a cross and the figure of a lamb, around which angels hovered. 
There were fifteen official witnesses to the apparition, both young 
and old, who watched and prayed for two hours in pouring rain.  
Commissions of Enquiry in 1879 and 1936 accepted their testimony 
as trustworthy.

 It was also reportedly the place where Henry Vlll last attend-
ed a Mass in a Catholic church.

 "I crossed the Atlantic ten times," 
cited Dwyer, then added with a 
smile, "five times over and five 
times back."

 During all of his lifetime, Richard 
remained in close contact with St. 
Peter's. Among other things, he vol-
unteered as a Communion Minister 
and shared duties delivering Holy 
Communion to the patients at St. 
Joseph’s hospital.

 "I went very second Sunday. We 
were  provided a list of all the pa-
tients who stated they were Catho-
lic when they were admitted  to the 
hospital.  One Sunday, I had 65 pa-

tients to visit. Generally they were polite and friendly, but on oc-
casions, I was told to get out and don't back.  Those were probably 
Catholics by birth only, and were obviously non-practicing Catho-
lics.  Surprisingly there were times when a non – catholic in the 
same room or ward would ask me to pray with them. Their prayer of 
choice was the Our Father. Later the numbers on the list dwindled, 
and there were Sundays when the list only had two or three names on 
it."

 About ten years ago, Richard was asked by Father Steve Sav-
el to assist as an altar server at a funeral at the cathedral. He gladly 
obliged and began filling in when requested. That arrangement didn't 
last long, as he soon became a regular altar server again, serving on 
both Sundays and weekdays. You will often see him serving on the 
altar at the weekday masses. 

 In January of this year, he had some serious health concerns 
and suffered what has been diagnosed as a minor stroke. It began at 
his home while walking up his porch steps after taking out the gar-
bage. His left leg went dead, but he managed to continue walking 
and made his way back into the house. Some days later, he noticed 
that his speech began to slur and this time he did become alarmed. 
He contacted his lawyer who had his power of attorney for assets and 
for health, and they arranged for Richard to be admitted to the hos-
pital.  But this was only after our Rector was called in to hear what 
they thought might be his last confession.

 Fortunately for Richard Dwyer, and for the parish, it was not 
his last confession and Richard was allowed to leave the hospital 
after a few days stay. After several weeks respite, Richard is back at 
his post as an altar server again. 

Physical Changes at the Cathedral

 One of the wonderful aspects of interviewing a lifelong pa-
rishioner of the Cathedral is that he can describe St. Peter's before the 
physical changes initiated by the Second Vatican Council. This was 
enhanced in Richard's case by his admirable memory and his keen 
interest in both the spiritual and material aspects of our parish. 

 Did you know, for example, that the confessionals were origi-
nally on either side of the doors leading into the main body of the 
church? It was only later that they were moved to their present posi-
tions on the east wall and the west wall.  Also, when the altar was at 
the back of the sanctuary, the pews in the transepts faced forward. 

 "It meant that you had to strain your neck a little bit to see 
the altar," continued Dwyer. "The Bishop’s throne at that time was 
on the west side of the sacristy where the cruet stand presently sits. 
There was an altar rail at the foot of the altar steps and when they 
moved it, they also removed 
the first four rows of pews.  
Father Feeney (later Monsi-
gnor Feeney) was the rector 
at the time, and had the pul-
pit taken down as well. It was 
replaced by the ambo and the 
lectern." 

 In spite of all the 
changes in the Cathedral 
over the years, both in ap-
pearance and staff, it is still 
Richard’s home parish and 
will always remain so. He 
is now considering finding 
accommodation within a 
block or two of the church 
to allow him to walk there.  
That would be a good idea, 
because Richard would then 
be a welcome neighbour to 
everyone in the parish.

THE AGE OF WISDOM: A Page Devoted to our Beloved Seniors continued
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Richard's parents, Mary and 
Leo Dwyer, c.1918

Richard at age 12

Fr. Feeney (later Monsignor  
Feeney) in front of St. Joseph's 

school, c. 1940
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attending.  Concern focused on a lack of targeted oppor-
tunities for young families, youth, and young adults to 
attract and retain them in the parish.
• A significant perspective was noted from some that the 
parish has lost its sense of welcoming, being invitational, 
and is not really a unified community.  Cited were a lack 
of social events and engagement opportunities and a per-
ceived increasing trend towards people taking the Cathe-
dral and parish for granted, attending mass but without 
registering as a parishioner, and assuming the related re-
sponsibility of donating, volunteering, etc.
• During the workshops held, there was a repeated theme 
that parishioners are not listened to as there was little 
or no follow up to concerns or suggestions put forward 
by parishioners and that communication processes, both 
traditional and electronic, are not at a level that meets the 
diverse needs of the parish.  
• Many identified the ability to maintain the infrastruc-
ture of the Cathedral (both personnel and facilities) in the 
context of  the reality of fewer priests, diminishing bud-
gets, fewer volunteers, increasing diversity, and greater 
needs.
Opportunities/Improvements:
• Outreach to the downtown community and to broader 
parish including but not exclusively the homeless, the 
poor, seniors, youth, and young families as a way to re-
engage people in the parish and Church.
• Creating dynamic, diverse, and strong young adults, 
youth, and families by engaging them in initiatives to en-
sure future sustainability of the parish and the Church.
• Pursue opportunities that create greater social interac-
tion with the community so people get to know one an-
other, volunteer, are welcomed and appreciated, and feel 
a sense of belonging.

• Undertake opportunities to be stronger advocates in 
teaching the faith and to give parishioners an understand-
ing of why they are Catholic.
• Improve communication avenues including social me-
dia in order to connect to more people.
• Make our presence known in community and diocese.
Challenges/Threats:
• Not changing or doing anything.
• Not listening to and understanding the community or 
using the surveys.
• Failing to engage youth, young families, and keeping 
parish vibrant and welcoming.
• An inability to create financial sustainability for parish 
or the necessary human resource to maintain and build 
the future envisioned by parishioners.
• Giving into secularism and modernism and not sustain-
ing the core values of the Church.
• Moving away from a Eucharistic focus for mass and 
moving to a church “service” orientation for liturgies.
Next Steps
The Strategic Planning Steering Committee will meet 
with some selected parish representatives for a one day 
workshop to develop a plan of action.  The plan of action 
will be presented to the parish for feedback in a variety 
of ways – workshops, online commentary, and the parish 
bulletin.  Once feedback has been received the Steering 
Committee will review the comments and fine tune the 
action plan.  The action plan will then be shared with key 
committees and councils within the parish for action be-
ginning in September 2014.
The entire report containing all the information received 
is available at www.stpeterslondon.ca.  

 This is moving. Jesus, washing the feet of his dis-
ciples. Peter didn't understood it at all, he refused. But 
Jesus explained it for him. Jesus – God – did this! He 
himself explains to his disciples: "Do you know what I 
have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord – and 
you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you" (John 13:12-
15).
 It is the Lord’s example: he is the most important, 
and he washes feet, because with us what is highest must 
be at the service of others. This is a symbol, it is a sign, 
right? Washing feet means: "I am at your service." And 
with us too, don’t we have to wash each-other's feet day 
after day? But what does this mean? That all of us must 
help one another. Sometimes I am angry with someone 
or other … but… let it go, let it go, and if he or she asks 
you a favour, do it.
 Help one another! This is what Jesus teaches us 
and this what I am doing, and doing with all my heart, 
because it is my duty. As a priest and a bishop, I must be 
at your service. But it is a duty which comes from my 
heart: I love it. I love this and I love to do it because that 
is what the Lord has taught me to do. But you too, help 
one another: help one another always. One another. In 

this way, by helping one another, we will do some good.
 Now we will perform this ceremony of washing 
feet, and let us think, let each one of us think: "Am I 
really willing, willing to serve, to help others?" Let us 
think about this, just this. And let us think that this sign 
is a caress of Jesus, which Jesus gives, because this is the 
real reason why Jesus came: to serve, to help us.

Editor's note: the following is the homily Pope Francis preached at the Mass of the Last Supper celebrated on 28 
March, 2013, at the Casal del Marmo, a youth prison – where he famously washed the feet of young offenders.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER: BUILDING OUR FUTURE continued

comtinued from page 10
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 We are finally launching our Ministry of Visitation! Our vol-
unteers have been trained and assigned, our police checks have been 
completed, our photo ID cards have been prepared, we have worked 
out our organizational structure and we have new name that indi-
cates more precisely the nature of our ministry. It will henceforth 
also include the Eucharistic Ministers who have been taking Holy 
Communion to those who cannot worship with us in the Cathedral. 
There are over forty people in institutions or in their own homes who 
are already being served by our Eucharistic Ministers. The thirty or 
so volunteers who have joined the Ministry of Visitation will make 
possible more frequent visits to those parishioners who cannot join 

us on a regular basis.

 On Saturday, March 29, most of our volunteers gathered in 
the St. Peter's School Gym at 10:30am to receive their assignments 
and to meet the visitors with whom they had been paired. This was 
followed by a commissioning ceremony led by Father Mockler.

 We now invite you to let us know of anyone else who might 
benefit from having a volunteer come to visit and/or to bring the Eu-
charist to them. Please visit our Website ( www.cathedral.dol.ca ) or 
contact Fr. Steny at the parish office (519-432-4375 x 224).

UPDATE ON THE PARISH MINISTRY OF VISITATION                                                             by Susan Brown

June 1920

 On March 18, 1924, Josephine Dunn and Loretta Frizelle, 
president and secretary of the diocesan league signed a Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada Charter establishing the London Dioc-
esan Subdivision of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada. This 
subdivision was known as No. 3. About four years earlier, with the 
support and encouragement of Bishop Fallon, Catholic women rose 
to the opportunity to establish a CWL subdivision for the London 
diocese. The appeal of the CWL seemed a natural fit for many Catho-
lic women of this area as this organization’s aim was for promoting 
greater social outreach locally and globally, developing post-sec-
ondary scholarships for young women and inspiring and prompting 
Catholic women to take a more active interest in public affairs.

 CWL, St. Peter’s Cathedral, June 1920, is written on the back 
of the photograph where Catholic Women’s League members are sit-
ting outside of the cathedral walls. The occasion is a bit of a mystery 
as it is not recorded in the diocesan archives or else where what may 
have been going on at the cathedral to bring together these stylish 
Catholic women. At the national level, the CWL was just developing 
and the first entry in the CWL’s London Subdivision minute book 
begins in October 1921, which highlighted the success of the first 
diocesan convention.

 The CWL did not reach Canada until 1917 when Bellelle 
Guerine, a woman of great faith and action, established the first Ca-
nadian branch of the CWL in Montreal. Margaret Fletcher, another 
woman of great faith and action, had founded the league in Eng-
land in 1906, and intended its outreach to be global in scope and 

membership.  In the words of Fletcher, "…the league needed women 
with balanced commonsense and that they should utilize the average 
women in convincing the Catholic world that business-like methods 
and intellectual gifts are excellent weapons ..."

photo courtesy of the Archives of the Diocese of London

OUTSIDE THE CATHEDRAL WALLS IN STYLE                                        by Debra Majer, diocesan archivist
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 Among the stained-glass windows in the cathedral, the 
oldest are from Innsbruck, Austria, in 1889.  Interestingly, 
these windows are to be found at what could be described as 
the "ends" of the building, such as the rose window (above 
the choir-loft, at the facade of the building), which depicts 
King David playing a harp and singing psalms, surrounded 
by angels playing musical instruments.  Also, the windows 
at the ends of the transepts are also from 1889.  In the west 
transept, are the Twelve Apostles (with St Matthias, instead 
of Judas Iscariot), each holding a symbol to differentiate 
them, usually a symbol associated with their martyrdom.  
In the east transept, are depicted four Western Doctors of 
the Church, four Eastern Doctors of the Church and four 
prominent Irish saints (reflecting the predominantly Irish 
character of the cathedral parish in the late 19th-century). 
 Finally, the windows around the end of the chancel 
(the apse) are also from 1889, the cost of these particular 
windows was donated by the then Bishop of London, John 
Walsh - who was also the bishop who decided to build the 
current cathedral building.  Seven in total, these windows 
circle around where the bishop's chair (or throne - cathedra, 
in Latin) is now located, each depicting a separate event 
from the life of Jesus Christ.  
These events are not from 
his earthly ministry, but are 
instead seven events that are 
of fundamental importance 
to the Christian faith: the  
Nativity, the Crucifixion, 
the Resurrection, Christ's 
"Great Commission" to the 
apostles, the Resurrected 
Christ with Peter, the As-
cension, and Pentecost. 
 Since this edition of 
Cathedral Connections is  
released in Easter, it is  
appropriate to focus on 
the window depicting the  
Resurrection, so please  
refer to the photograph while 
reading this article.  The  
central image in this  
window is the Resurrected 
Christ emerging from the 
tomb, his right hand ap-
pears extended in the style 
of a blessing, with his left 
hand holding a simple ban-
ner (with a red cross on it). 
 On the right (to Christ's 
left), is depicted Roman  
soldiers, who appear  
confused and scared by what 
they are beholding.  On the left 
(to Christ's right), are some 
of Christ's women followers, 
among them (presumably) 
is Mary Magdalene.  It is 
worth noting that the women  
followers are depicted as 
not yet seeing the Risen 
Christ, so they are shown as 
sad and downcast (as Mary  
Magdalene says in St John's 
Gospel, "They have taken 
away my Lord and I do not 

know where they have laid him", John 20:13).  Appropri-
ately, the soldiers are shown on Christ's left, with his women  
followers on Christ's right - in traditional Christian imagery, 
those favoured by God (or those who are holy) are shown 
on God's right.
 The stone that had been covering the tomb is set aside, 
sitting atop a snake - along with a skull and a bone, thus 
showing Christ's victory over evil and death.  Sitting on the 
stone is an angel, or a cherubim, in whose left hand is shown 
a flaming sword (a sword of flames).  This is a reference 
to Genesis and the Fall, after God had expelled Adam and 
Eve from the Garden of Eden and a cherubim was stationed 
to guard the garden, holding a "sword flaming" (Genesis 
3:24).  The presence of the cherubim who was stationed 
to guard the Garden of Eden (holding a flaming sword)  
symbolizes Christ's reversal of the Fall, for those who  
believe - and a reaching back to Adam and Eve, thus  
showing the all-encompassing potential of the  
Resurrection.

By Mark C. Ambrogio
Photos courtesy of Dominic Tang

This article is re-printed from the Spring 2012 edition.

THE DEPICTION OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION 
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