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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FABBRO 

 Every year, I am always amazed that Christmas is still 
able to inspire us. Christmas touches our hearts and brings out 
the best in us.

 It is at Christmas that the poor, the homeless, those who 
are dependent on food banks, those who suffer from mental  
illnesses – those who are usually invisible to us - become visible. We  
become aware of them, and aware of their needs. We want to do  
something for them. At this time of year, I see so many people, 
so many churches and so many organizations reaching out to 
those in need.

 At Christmas, Christians celebrate the birth of our Saviour. 
The Word of God takes on our human nature. God takes on the  
weakness and frailty of our human condition. Jesus was 
born of Mary; he came to us as an infant under very humble  
circumstances. Jesus grew up and lived among us. Jesus showed 
us that God cares for us, especially when we are in need. Jesus 
showed us that God cares for the poor, the sick, the lonely, and 
the suffering.

 For us Christians, the Christmas message is that FAITH in  
Jesus changes us. As we draw closer to Jesus, we begin to see 
the world as he does and we begin to think and feel and act as 
he would. We know that the poor and the needy are important to 
Jesus. The same is true of us, his followers – the poor and needy 
are important to us.

 The mystery of the Incarnation is that God came down 

from heaven to become one with us. God came to be with us in 
our human struggles. But that is only the beginning. God took 
on our human nature to give us a share in his own divine nature. 
His grace forgives our sins, but it also transforms us and makes 
us entirely new. With his grace, we become children of God. At 
Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus. We also celebrate our 
own birth into this new life.

 It is faith that opens us to this wonderful transformation. 
Faith opens us to the power of God’s grace. It enables us to  
become more like Christ.

 Christmas is a special time, a time to be with family and 
friends. At Christmas, many people will come to church. I invite  
everyone to join us in our  
churches and experience the 
wonder and awe as we celebrate 
the birth of our Saviour.

 I extend my heartfelt  
wishes for a blessed Christmas to 
you. May you experience the joy 
and peace that our Saviour brings 
us.

 Most Reverend  
Ronald P. Fabbro,  

The Bishop of London

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

 During these days of  
preparation for Christmas our minds 
and hearts are full of thoughts 
and prayers for those who died 
and for those who mourn as the  
result of the tragic event in  
Newtown, Connecticut. 

 We pray for guidance and light 
that can only come from God who 
cares for all of us. We are bearers of 
that light through our living faith – 
how we speak to, care for and relate 

with all the people we engage on a regular basis.  We can do our 
part – only each person knows what that will be for him or her – 
to move from words to action.  We can all begin to look in a new 
light at the violence that is part of our lives and then join in the 
discussion, prayer and action to make sure we are all seeking 
that conversion of mind and heart that will leave us uneasy until 
our streets, homes, schools, mosques, synagogues and churches 
are truly safe and nurturing places for every person.

The season of Advent has been encouraging us to reflect on the 
hope we profess.  We need hope because we live in an imperfect 
world. The enemy of hope is cynicism because it comes so easy. 
It requires nothing of us – no trust, no effort, and no love. 

 Hope isn’t about being optimistic - expecting things will 
get better, whatever the situation.  Hope is founded on the belief 
that God will fulfil the promises he has made to us in his way 
and according to his schedule. 

 Hope causes us to not sit idly by and wait.  We move 
into action because we have hope.  We work hard at all those  
meaningful things in our lives that bring peace because we  
believe our efforts are worthwhile and they do make a  
difference.  We keep hope alive in the world by our actions 
as we set an example for others.  The story of Christmas tells 
who we are – followers of Jesus who are willing to be marked 
by courage and comfort.  We believe in God who is neither  
detached nor distant.  He is among us and offers us his guiding 
hand so we can be led by his presence.

 Many people will pass through the doors of the Cathedral 
at Christmas.  I warmly welcome all of you.  We come as we are 
– in joy or sorrow, filled with confidence or searching. We come 
here so God can find us and bring us the peace and direction for 
which we long.

 I am praying that our celebrations of Christmas and the 
Eucharist will lead us through the next year as people of prayer.  
Along with Bishop Fabbro and our parish staff I wish all of you 
a Blessed Christmas.

 Fr. Jim Mockler
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ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING MAKES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the com-
pletion of its latest project which honours the wishes of 
Pope John Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of 
praying the Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs 
of those who are more comfortable with the option of 
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to 

them.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and faithful departed 
as we await the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased 
to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information 

concerning our many services.

For further information 
please contact a

 Family Service Counsellor.

DONNA MARGARET TRUDELL  
Sept. 28, 1933 - Oct. 14, 2012

DOROTHY JOAN CAPITANO 
Oct. 8, 1924 - Nov. 9, 2012

W E  R E M E M B E R …

a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather  
    stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.

For that which is, already has been;  
that which is to be, already is; and  

God seeks out that which has gone by. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, 15

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

MARGARET LINDENBLATT  
August 16, 1931 - Sept. 15, 2012
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SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 8.30, 10.30am  
12.30pm & 7.30pm

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

12.05pm 
Tuesday & Thrusday 

7.30am 
Statutory Holidays  

10am

BAPTISMS 
3rd Sunday of the Month 

2pm

MARRIAGES 
Arrangements to be made  

6 months in advance.

SACRAMENT  
OF RECONCILIATION 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
11 - 11.30am 

Saturday  
4.30 - 5.30pm

CATECHUMENATE 
(R.C.I.A.) 
Sundays 

September to Pentecost

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
1st Friday of the month in  

The Lady Chapel

You Can Reach Us At…
519-432-3475

FAX: 519-432-5358

PARISH STAFF . . . . . . . . . . . . . EXT.

Fr. Jim Mockler, Rector . . . . . . . . 228
jmockler@dol.ca
Fr. Steny Mascarenhas . . . . . . . . 224
smascarenhas@dol.ca
Fr. Terry McNamara. . . . . . . . . . . 227
tmcn@dol.ca
Deacon Len Hughes. . . . . . . . . . 221
lhughes@dol.ca
Cathryn Hall, Pastoral Minister. . 225
chall@dol.ca
Alison Empey, Administrator. . .226
aempey@dol.ca
RoseMary Cleary, Administrative 
Assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .222
basilica@dol.ca
Mary Egan, Receptionist- 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .221
megan@dol.ca

Church Information

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro C.S.B. 

Bishop of London

Fanshawe Park Rd.

York Street

Exeter Rd.

Queen’s Avenue
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St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica

Dufferin Avenue

MASS TIMES 

Mark C. Ambrogio, Interim Editor 
Bruno Cuccarolo 

Cathryn Hall 
Albin C. Kmet 
Mitch Lenko 

Dominic Tang 
Ina Pakkert

Cathedral Connections Editing Committee 

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Chris Betzner, 
Douglas Manners, Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708
The web site can be found  
on the Internet at: 

http://www.cathedral.dol.ca

We look forward 

to your visit  

& invite you 

to send us 

your comments 

 via email.

St. Peter’s On The 
     Web..

 As we all know, a cathedral is never finished; it’s a never 
ending reconditioning and improvement project.  However, we are 
beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel for this round of 
exterior restorations.  

 This past fall, more work was done on the front of 
the Cathedral.  The wooden trim around the rose window 
was restored and vented glazing was installed on the win-
dow.  Lead-coat copper flashing was added to the coping 
stone between the towers.  The masonry on the centre front 
was cleaned and restored.  As well, the east and west transept  
entrances were restored.  There were no surprises in this phase of 
the restoration.  

 Next spring and summer it is expected the final phase of the 
exterior restoration will be completed.  This phase will restore the 
towers including the wooden window trim.  As well, we will install 
the tie rods, interior to the cathedral, at ceiling level to prevent further 
movement of the exterior walls.  We have secured a $350,000 loan 
from the Diocese of London to complete the estimated $680,000 
of work.  The loan will be repayable over five years at $84,000 
per year.  Most of this will come from our annual Pentecost 2000  
payment.  However, other capital repairs may have to wait due to 
a financial shortfall.  

 In the Parish Centre, fire latches will be installed on several 
of the interior doors. The doors will need to remain closed at all 
times for fire prevention purposes.  They will not be able to remain 
propped open as in the past.

 Twice in the past two months, someone entered 
the Parish Centre while, it is assumed, the outside door 
was left propped open and unattended.  There was some  
interior damage to doors and offices.  As a result of this, 
a new door access keypad will be installed at the south  
entrance.  Parishioners, committee and ministry personnel needing 
access on a regular basis will be given a door code. 

 As always, if you have any questions, con-
cerns or suggestions regarding building, property or  
maintenance matters please contact Chris Halls or Alison Empey 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 2013 to you and yours! 

Building and Property Committee

BUILDING AND PROPERTY UPDATE
From Alison Empey and Chris Halls

Editors' Note:  
Larry Lewis' four-part series on retreats  

will continue in the next edition.
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THIRD EDITION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL-ONE YEAR LATER                                                by Cathryn Hall

 On the First Sunday of Advent, 2011, English-speaking 
Roman Catholics in our country began using the Third Edition 
of the Roman Missal.  Many months of preparation went into  
assisting our assemblies for the many changes that were to take place.   
The translation used in the first two editions of the Roman  
Missal aimed for a “spirit” of the texts rather than a strict translation 
from the Latin.  The present revision followed an announcement in 
2000 by Pope John Paul II that there would be a third edition of the  
Roman Missal. The revised Latin text of the Missal was published 
by the Vatican in 2002, and later amended by the Holy See in 2008. 
However, the need for a review of all the translations of the Mis-
sal had already been announced by the Holy See in 1975. This was 
not only to ensure translations were accurate and complete, but also 
to ensure more effective use of imagery and language from the Sa-
cred Scriptures and the writings of the early Church. The current  
translation employs a stricter literal translation of the Latin texts to 
English.
 The norms for celebrating the Liturgy are outlined in an  
official text found at the beginning of the Roman Missal and known 
as the “General Instruction”. The General Instruction follows the 
principles approved by the Second Vatican Council. It also includes 
accommodations to meet the most current needs of the Church in 
its continuing response to contemporary culture.  A number of these 
accommodations involve adaptations for a particular country, as  
requested and approved by its Bishops and subsequently  
confirmed by the Holy See.  The adaptations for Canada included 
the choice of music for the Liturgy; gestures for the sign of peace;  
movements and postures of the congregation during the Liturgy; the 
way Communion is to be distributed; the colours of vestments; and 
the designation of special days of prayer during the liturgical year.  
The changes that have taken place over the year were intended to 
assist the community of faith as it continues to dialogue with the 
contemporary world, and also to make more evident the Church’s 
continuity in all times and places.  They encourage a harmonious, 
orderly and reverent response to the words of the Eucharistic Prayer. 
Furthermore, the principles governing the revised norms remind 
us that it is important for all liturgical texts to use terms and im-
ages from the Sacred Scriptures. As well, the translations of the Ro-
man Missal are to reflect the meaning and vocabulary of its original 
Latin text. Roman Catholics, follow the liturgical tradition of the  
Roman or Latin Church, which has the Church of Rome as its liturgical  
centre. In other words, the “Latin” tradition is the common heritage 
of Roman Catholics.  
 Change is never easy.  Many in our assemblies experienced 
the change after the Second Vatican Council from praying our Mass 
in Latin to praying it in English.  The “new liturgy” invited us to 
a deeper sense of participation; we were no longer passive specta-
tors, but active participants.  This allowed us to come to a different  
appreciation of the mystery of God revealing himself to us in the 
liturgy.   For the post Vatican generation, the previous English trans-
lation and liturgical norms were the only ones known. For our young 
people and those who are just coming into the church today, the  
present texts are what they will pray for the upcoming generations; 
gestures and postures will shape them as a worshipping community.
 Prior to the implementation of the Missal, Bishop Pierre 
Morissette, then President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops wrote: 
 “Mass always remains basically the same, no matter the 
rite, language or translation. We come together, glorifying God and  
confessing our unworthiness. We listen to the Word of God. We pray 
for all in need. We prepare the gifts of bread and wine which will 
become the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, so we can 
partake in his living Sacrifice. In the Eucharistic Prayer, we re-
call his death and resurrection, and pray that the Holy Spirit make 

us one in the Lord. We pray to Our Father in the words the Lord 
gave us. We deepen our faith, hope and love through communion 
with him and one another. We are sent forth again on God’s mis-
sion, blessed, encouraged and strengthened by the life-giving Trinity.    
The introduction of the revised Roman Missal and its liturgical norms 
is an invitation to deepen our unity as the body of Christ.  This is a 
moment of grace and thanksgiving, an opportunity for renewing the 
community of faith through our renewed appreciation for the gift 
of the Liturgy. With the assistance of the revised Roman Missal and 
its norms, may our eyes and ears be fully opened, our hearts and 
minds turned, to that eternal moment in which with every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and sea, we sing in adora-
tion and worship.” 
 On October 11th of this year, marking the 50th anniversary of 
the Second Vatican Council, Pope Benedict the XVI inaugurated the 
Year of Faith.  During this year the Pope invites us to rediscover the 
journey of faith and to experience the joy that comes in encountering 
Jesus. The Year of Faith invites all of us to deepen our relationship 
with Jesus, which is the goal of our Diocesan Spiritual Renewal. 
 At the heart of our liturgy lies the person of Jesus Christ.  
It is in the encounter with Jesus in the liturgy that nourishes and  
strengthens us as individuals and a community to go into the world 
to be the Body of Christ to others.  As Bishop Morissette stated: “this 
is a moment of grace and thanksgiving, an opportunity for renewing 
the community of faith through our renewed appreciation for the gift 
of the Liturgy.” 
 We have now had the opportunity to pray these texts and  
embrace all of the changes for the past year.  How have we done?  
Is our parish’s liturgical journey leading us to grow in faith?  How 
have these changes affected us as individuals and a worshipping  
community?  As we continue to gather as a community of faith to 
celebrate the liturgy each week, may we take the opportunity to  
examine our relationship with Jesus, explore the many facets of our 
Christian faith, and rejoice in the blessings of our call as Christians 
to walk in his footsteps and bear witness to the faith given us at 
baptism. May the Year of Faith bring us to a greater appreciation of 
the treasured gift of the liturgy, and through the texts prayed and the 
communities response in word and action, may we bear witness to 
Christ in our world.
 “May our eyes and ears be fully opened, our hearts and 
minds turned, to that eternal moment in which with every creature in  
heaven and on earth and under the earth and sea, we sing in adora-
tion and worship.” (Bishop Pierre Morissette)

BARRY MARCHEDDS
DISCOUNT
DRAIN
SERVICE

555 Third Street, London, ON N5V 2C1 
Telephone: 519-451-8342 

Fax : 519-451-3520 
www.discountdrainservice.com

Plumbing • Drains • Septic Tanks
Wet Basement Repairs

Bobcat • Backhoe • Dump Trucks
Trenching • Site Servicing 

Mini-Excavating • Excavating  
Electric Eel Service
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 Arviat is a beautiful hamlet in 
the province of Nunavut and is close 
to the geographical centre of Cana-
da.  On one side it is bordered by the 
Hudson Bay and the other side is the 
mainland, where there are no trees 
and grass.   Srs.Dorica Sever, Annette 
John and I belong to the parish of St. 
Theresa, which is under the Diocese 
of Churchill/Hudson Bay. We have 
a Communion Service once a week 
and on Sundays, which is lead by 
the leaders of the community. When 
a priest is present, we have Mass 
everyday in the evenings.  Bishop 
Reynald Rouleau is in charge of this 
Diocese that includes the whole of 
Nunavut.  There are three regions 
in this Diocese:  Kivalliq includes 
Arviat and other six missions, Kitik-
meot Region with three missions and 
Baffin Region with eleven missions.  
Arviat is a traditional Inuit Commu-
nity, having the third largest popu-
lation in Nunavut.  Nunavut means 
“Our Land”.  Besides us, there are three Christian’s denominations such as, 
Glad Tidings, Alliance and Anglican Churches. Further, there are local stores 
in the neighborhood such as Northern Store, Lumber store and Padlei Co-
op store run by the local people. People earn of their livelihood through the 
hunting of caribou and fishing. Many other types of wildlife are abundant, 
here in Arviat. There are reports of occasional sighting of Polar bears, beluga 
whales, and millions of migratory birds flying to the South. To travel out-
side of Arviat, the only access is by air, by snowmobile and by annual sealift. 
To the south of us is Churchill, Manitoba, where many people from Arviat 
travel for their medical needs and supplies. The people are very gentle, car-
ing and community oriented.  We are provided with various services, such as 
Fire rescue, Health Center, Social Services, Taxi, garbage and water/ sewage. 
We have a beautiful international community. Sr. Dorica is Slovenian, Sr. An-
nette is Indian and I was born in the Congo, Kinshasa.  Sr. Dorica focuses on 
the preparation for Sacraments and outreach visiting. Sr. Annette gives service 
to the Pastoral Care ministry of Women Healing and Friendship Circle. My 
emphasis is on Religious Education for children and youth.  Sr. Dorica is in 
touch with church leaders, she is in Nunavut since 10 years.  Sister Annette 
and I are making great effort to learn Inuktitut.  All of us are also available for 
other services and ministries as and when the occasion arises.  I thank God for 
my community in Arviat as we continue to share God’s gifts and love, with 
each other and  to be a witness of God’s love to those in need. Please continue 
to keep us in your prayers as we share our lives with the people in our mission 
in the North.

 Ma’na Luvavi (Thank You Very Much) 
Cathy Tshitenge, Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 

THE PRIVILEGE OF SHARING - SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL UPDATE

SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

To parishioners who participated in the Christmas Angel Tree project this year...
The following message will be printed and delivered to our neighbours in need with your gift cards and food cards  
when the Society of St. Vincent de Paul members visit them on Dec. 15th.

Your gifts and your thoughtfulness will be appreciated by many who are less fortunate.

   Our sincere thanks for your generosity and caring - SSVP members, St. Peter’s Cathedral Parish

We wish you the joy, peace and hope that is Christmas
and blessings from above in the New Year.

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas to one and all!
Thank you for your continuing support.

Dear neighbour and friend, 
 We hope that you take this opportunity to make a personal selection of food, gifts or items of personal need at Christmas that 
will make your Christmas more “merry and bright”. Please accept these gift cards which have been made possible by the generous and 
thoughtful hearts of the parishioners of St. Peter’s Cathedral and through the service of the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
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CWL SERVING  ST. PETER'S PARISH COMMUNITY

 The sun was shining brightly, the weather mild, making for a  
perfect day for the 2012 Christmas Bazaar held on November 17th.  
The shoppers arrived and were in awe of the decorations, lights and 
many attractions on display.  The Spirit of Christmas was in the air 
and the CWL ladies welcomed the shoppers.
 In preparation for the Bazaar, on Saturday morning,  
October 27th  more than a dozen members gathered in the 
kitchen at St. Peter’s to make apple pies to sell at the Bazaar. 
There was a couple of great assembly lines going – some paring 
and coring, slicing, mixing.—others making dough filling and 
packaging ready for the pies to be put in the freezer.  A wonderful 
time was shared and there were approximately 40 pies to be sold. 
The pies were baked and added to the Bake Table for selling.  They 
did sell out..  Donations of other baked goods were offered for sale 
at the Bake Table as well, and these too were sold out.  Thank you to 
all parishioners and members who donated baked goods.
 A big thank you goes out to all donors to the Silent Auction 
Table, the Penny Table, the Toonie Table, the Christmas Hamper 
and the many other tables in the Bazaar.   There was a Tea Room 
which served many luncheon selections, desserts, Tea and Coffee.  A  
wonderful place to gather, rest and compare purchases from the Bazaar.  
A big thank you to the ladies who prepared and served the Bazaar goers.   

In addition to the Christmas theme tables, there 
were books, tapes and religious tables in the 
Hall.  Also, Room 105 was turned into a “General 
Store” where miscellaneous clothing items and 
household goods were on display and generated 
a lot of sales.  All items in the store were again 
donated by the parishioners and CWL members.  
This store has continued to be an attraction to 
shoppers over the years.  
 Because of the donations received and all the work of the 
CWL members and helpers, this was a successful Bazaar.  Your  
support is appreciated and allows us to continue to support many 
charitable organizations in the coming year.
 A Pot Luck luncheon was held on Saturday, December 8th 
followed by a brief meeting.  Father Jim and Cathryn joined in the 
festivities.  The table was laden with an array of Brunch dishes and 
desserts.  Room 105 was transformed into a Christmas scene and 
thoroughly reflected the happiness of the occasion.   The Executive 
performed a Christmas sing-along as part of the entertainment.  This 
concluded the meetings for the year.  

Our very best wishes for a Merry Christmas  
and a Healthy, Happy 2013.

Hamper Sales - Helen McCaffery and Ruth Sans

General Store Workers

Bake Table

Plant Table - Ann Leatherdale

Julie Sans and Val Grant

Bea Jones and Sister Christa - AIDS/HIV in Africa Charity
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 Earlier this year, Fr. John P. Comiskey published his biog-
raphy of the second Bishop of London and the second Archbishop 
of Toronto, John Walsh.  It is a fine piece of scholarship and writ-
ing: the personality of this priest, bishop, and archbishop comes 
alive in Fr. Comiskey’s prose, and the times through which Walsh 
lived are recreated in enough detail to enable the reader to un-
derstand the changing parishes, peoples, and politics with which 
Walsh contended.

 John Walsh was born in Mooncoin, County Kilkenny, in the 
south of Ireland in 1830. After studying at the seminary in Carrick, 
he felt drawn to missionary work, and came to Canada, entering 
Le Grand Séminaire, Montreal, at the age of twenty-two. There he 
was an excellent student, exhibiting a love of learning that would 
be characteristic of his later episcopal work. On the way to his 
future diocese, Toronto, in the summer of 1854, Walsh was caught 
in the cholera epidemic sweeping Canada, and almost died. On 
recovering, he remained in Toronto, and was ordained that fall.

 His first priestly posting was to serve in diocesan parishes 
wherever there was a vacancy. Then he was assigned to the Brock 
mission, which covered eight townships between Oshawa and 
Lake Simcoe. The solitary life of an itinerant missionary priest 
involved a great deal of travel on foot and horseback, but also 
provided him ample time to continue his personal study of theol-
ogy. This formative period in John Walsh’s life not only threw him 
into contact with the kind of Catholic pioneers who would people 
his future ministry, but also enabled him to begin writing for the 
Toronto Mirror. Fr. Comiskey describes how throughout his life 
Walsh developed his natural gift for oral instruction in homilies 
and public lectures, and his facility with the written word in arti-
cles, pamphlets, and eventually episcopal letters. Walsh’s instinc-
tive talent for teaching was married to theological study, a love of 
scripture, deep knowledge of Church doctrine, good humour, and 
a quiet confidence born in faith and sanctified by ordination.

 Walsh returned to Toronto where he served in several par-
ishes, became chaplain to the Sisters of Loretto, and was appoint-
ed rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral in 1860. It was in this very 
prominent role that Walsh’s skills as a diplomat and peacemaker 
were put to good use. It was a time when the Orange order and 
its anti-Catholic sentiments were very strong. Animosities be-
tween militants on both sides of the sectarian divide threatened 
to erupt into civil disorder during the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to the province in 1860. Walsh worked in public and behind the 
scenes to defuse the situation and to promote harmony between 
Irish Catholics and Orangemen. Throughout his life, Walsh would 
be called upon to mediate issues in the body politic that involved 
the Church, and he did it very well. Fr. Comiskey explores the 
many friendships Walsh enjoyed with politicians with whom he 
would correspond on issues relating to ecclesiastical and civic life. 
His advice was frequently sought, for instance, by Prime Minister 
John A. Macdonald, and Walsh often appealed to him to promote 
Catholic interests and the appointment of prominent Catholic citi-
zens to public offices. 

 During Walsh’s early years as a priest, the growth of the 
Catholic Church in the province had warranted the creation of 
the two new dioceses of Hamilton and London, in 1856. The first 
Bishop of London, Pierre-Adolphe Pinsoneault, did not have a suc-
cessful ten years as episcopal leader of this area’s Catholics. When 
his resignation was accepted by the Pope in December 1866, Pin-
soneault left behind a huge debt, acrimonious relations with sever-
al religious orders, a poorly administered diocese (which had been 
renamed Sandwich when he moved the seat to its southwestern-
most geographic corner), and insufficient educational and pastoral 
services for the growing Catholic populace. Walsh’s reputation as 
an effective administrator, learned theologian, beloved pastor, and 
amiable clerical colleague quickly earned him the nomination for 
the vacant see. His appointment was made in June 1867, and an-
nounced to the Diocese on 18 October.

 After his consecration at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Toron-
to, Bishop Walsh travelled to Sandwich by way of London on the 
Grand Trunk Railroad. His reception in both centres was warm 
and enthusiastic, presaging the love with which he would be sur-
rounded during his twenty-three years as Bishop of London. This 
love was well earned, for Walsh gradually guided his new see into 

a well-managed, debt-free, vibrant diocese. He was a good judge 
of human character and talents, nurturing his priests, and promot-
ing education for his flock. Fr. Comiskey describes his careful 
negotiations with the many religious orders he helped establish 
in the diocese, his attention to the nurturing of vocations and the 
continuing education of his priests, his successful renaming of the 
Diocese, and the move of its seat back to London. Bishop Walsh 
also was a builder of churches, schools, and hospitals, working 
closely with parishes and religious communities to finance and 
construct them. By the time he left London to become Archbishop 
of Toronto, Walsh had guided the establishment of twenty-eight 
churches and the enlargement of five others. Perhaps his most im-
pressive project was the planning and construction of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral in London. 

 Walsh recognized throughout his episcopal career the im-
portance of the churches he and his flock built not only as spaces 
to accommodate worship, but also, the words of Fr. Comiskey, 
“as expressions of faith and the new-found prominence of religion 
in the latter part of the nineteenth century.” The building of our 
Cathedral was necessary for the growing Catholic population of 
London in the 1880s. Its predecessor was not large enough for the 
Cathedral parish, let alone for the special diocesan events held 
there. But Bishop Walsh also desired to “give a public face to the 
growing prominence of the Catholic Church as a public institu-
tion”. This motivated his outreach through public writings and 
speeches, and involvement in civic and political affairs. 

 We can agree that Bishop Walsh built well and built for the 
centuries when he planned St. Peter’s Cathedral. His choice of 
architect, Joseph Connolly, was inspired. His financial planning 
avoided unmanageable debt for both parish and diocese. The im-
age of him in the Cathedral sanctuary window behind the Bishop’s 
throne shows a man with episcopal presence, a ray of sunshine 
illuminating his cloak (rich gold and red). With crozier in hand, 
he proudly carries a replica of Connolly’s design for St. Peter’s 
Cathedral. It is a fine image for us to remember him by: a wise 
and loving bishop holding the Cathedral and its people next to his 
heart.

 My Heart’s Best Wishes for You: a Biography of Archbishop 
John Walsh, is a well written and beautifully produced book. Pub-
lished by McGill-Queen’s University Press, in the Studies in the 
History of Religion series supported by the Jackman Foundation 
of Toronto, it retails at $95.00. (At the time of writing, the Lon-
don Public Library has two copies on order.) Fr. Comiskey is an 
adjunct professor of Church history at St. Peter’s Seminary, and 
a parish priest, currently serving as Pastor of Mary Immaculate 
Church in London. He began his work on John Walsh for his doc-
toral dissertation, and readers of this biography will follow with 
great interest Fr. Comiskey’s story of the journey of a gifted Irish 
lad from Mooncoin to the Archbishop’s palace in Toronto – a story 
told with ample reference to the hearts of Catholics both lowly and 
of high degree. 

JOHN WALSH, THE SECOND BISHOP OF LONDON                                                       By Hilary Bates Neary  

Bishop Walsh holding the cathedral, from window at the end of 
the chancel (above the bishop's throne).   

Photo courtesy of Mark Adkinson.
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 Born in Regina, Saskatchewan, in January of 1926, Bishop Sher-
lock was baptized almost immediately after birth in the chapel of the 
former Grey Nuns Hospital (which is now Pasqua Hospital, a secular-
ized institution).  It wasn't until six years after marriage that Bishop 
Sherlock's parents were able to have their first child, in 1924 – the first 
of eight.  Born in 1880, his father was 44 at the time – and his mother 
was twelve years younger.  By the time their eighth child was born, 
Bishop Sherlock's father was almost 60 and his mother was in her late 
40s.  Today, seven of those siblings are still with us and, as of January, 
the Sherlock siblings will range in age from 77 to 89. 
 A few years after Bishop Sherlock's birth, the Great Depression 
struck the Canadian economy, as the Sherlock family moved to Brant-
ford, in Brant County.  Bishop Sherlock remembers this experience be-
ing hard on his father, saying "we went through some terrible years of 
poverty – which was hard on him, as he he was a superlative worker!"  
Fortunately, his father was able to find stable employment with the Du-
rex plant in Brantford, which was since acquired by 3M, a major London 
firm.  Indeed, when Bishop Sherlock came to London, it was a pleasure 
to encounter people at 3M who had worked with his father in Brant-
ford.  
 Bishop Sherlock went to St. Mary's Elementary School, where 
he started and graduated early.  During his high school years (at Brant-
ford Collegiate and Vocational Institute), Bishop Sherlock experienced 
a call towards the priesthood – and he was encouraged to undertake 
his grade 13 year at St. Jerome's College in Waterloo, where he gradu-
ated at the age of 17.  Subsequently, he was enrolled at St Augustine's 
Seminary, Toronto, in 1943.
 During that time, of course, the Second World War was raging 
in Europe – it was only the oldest Sherlock brother who served in the 
armed forces.  Bishop Sherlock himself was called to serve in 1944, but 
never actually enrolled because, as he recalls, the recruiting officer ex-
plained that he was enrolled at the University of Toronto (through the 
seminary) and that there were "already enough people in the pipe-
line", an unfortunate (but accurate) expression to war-time situation 
– which was, fortunately, approaching its conclusion.
 Several years later, Bishop Sherlock was ordained a priest for the 
Diocese of Hamilton on 3 December 1950 – not by the then-Bishop 
of Hamilton, Joseph F. Ryan, but by Bishop Ralph H. Dignan.  Although 
he was the then-Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie, Bishop Dignan was a na-
tive Londoner, served as a priest in this diocese, and was buried here.  
Appropriately enough, when Bishop Sherlock was chosen as auxiliary 
bishop for London in 1974, he chose Bishop Dignan's pectoral cross.
 Immediately after ordination to the priesthood, Bishop Sher-
lock was asked to undertake post-graduate studies in canon law at the 
Catholic University of America (in Washington, DC), "to his disappoint-
ment", as he was wanted to enter pastoral ministry.  There, he received 

his licentiate in canon law, known as a JCL, for juris canonici licentia.  
 Upon returning to Hamilton, Bishop Sherlock was asked to 
teach Sacred Scripture for the Department of Religious Studies, at Mc-
Master University.  At that time, McMaster University was a Baptist insti-
tution (its contemporary Divinity College is what is left of that religious 
affiliation) and all undergraduates were required to take a course in 
biblical studies.  Roman Catholic students were provided with the op-
tion of taking such courses from a Roman Catholic priest, who was as-
signed to the university on an adjunct basis – hence Bishop Sherlock's 
appointment.  
 While teaching Sacred Scripture, Bishop Sherlock was also 
chaplain to the university's Newman Club, a part-time assistant at the 
marriage tribunal, and a full-time assistant for St. Eugene's Parish, at the 
other end of Hamilton.  Obviously this was a very busy time for Bishop 
Sherlock, not only with those appointments, but with the commuting 
time involved in getting across Hamilton as well!  Ultimately, Bishop 
Sherlock taught at McMaster from 1952 to 1963, for eleven years.  Elev-
en years later (in 1974), he was made a bishop.
 In 1963, Bishop Sherlock was asked to become Administrator 
of a small Catholic community in Hamilton that was hoping to explore 
the possibility of becoming a parish in its own right, with the under-
standing that he would report back to the diocese on the feasibility of 
this happening.  Previously, this community was serving francophone 
Catholics under the patronage of St. Charles Garnier, using a former 
synagogue building as its home.  Unfortunately, the previous priest 
who was assigned there (with a similar mission) reported back to the 
diocese that it was not feasible for this community to become a parish.  
Undaunted, Bishop Sherlock was determined to make this experience 
work, saying "I wouldn't get any other parish, unless I made this one vi-
able!"
 To that end, Bishop Sherlock worked very hard to build up the 
community, undertaking a special project, whereby he visited all of 
the residences in what would become the territorial parish (the geo-
graphic area), seeking out the Catholic residents and welcoming all to 
worship.  Of that experience, Bishop Sherlock says "I made hundreds 
and hundreds of house calls!"  He also undertook other measures to 
strengthen the life of the community, thus making St. Charles Garnier a 
centre of Catholic faith and culture.

Bishop John Michael Sherlock 

Archbishop Carter formally installs Bishop Sherlock as the 
Bishop of London, 1978.

At his episcopal ordination in Hamilton, in 1974
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 Ultimately, this experience was successful, as the community 
was elevated to the status of a parish, received a new church building, 
and Bishop Sherlock was appointed its first pastor:  "I was made a pas-
tor in '66 and was a parish pastor from '66 to '74."
 Appointed auxiliary bishop of London by Pope Paul VI in 1974, 
Bishop Sherlock was ordained bishop by the then-Bishop of Hamilton, 
Paul F. Redding, in Hamilton's Christ the King Cathedral, on 28 August, 
the feast of St. Augustine.  Philip F. Pocock, the then-Archbishop of To-
ronto, co-consecrated, along with Joseph F. Ryan, Hamilton's Bishop-
Emeritus.  Gerald Emmett Carter, then-Bishop of London, preached.
 Upon coming to London, Bishop Sherlock wanted to continue 
in parish ministry, while assisting then-Bishop Carter with the episco-
pal duties that are incumbant upon a bishop.  To that end, Bishop Cart-
er appointed Bishop Sherlock pastor of St. Joseph's Parish, Chatham, 
with a priest assigned to assist him in running the parish.  During the 
1974/75 year, Bishop Sherlock confirmed approximately 7,000 people 
– an experience he describes as "a crash course in getting to know the 
diocese".  
 During his tenure as auxiliary, an important event came to pass 
– Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, the then-Archbishop of Krawkow, Poland, vis-
ited London's Polish community, in 1976.  Shortly after, of course, Car-
dinal Wojtyla became Pope John Paul II.  While visiting London, Cardi-
nal Wojtyla invited Carter, on behalf of Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski, the 
Archbishop of Warsaw, to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Poland and to speak on religious freedom, an important struggle for 
Christians living in the-then Warsaw Pact of Communist countries.  Out 
of this, a special connection with Pope John Paul II grew.  In 1978, Pope 
Paul VI appointed Carter to become Archbishop of Toronto and – in 
1979, Pope John Paul II elevated Carter to the College of Cardinals.
 With Carter in Toronto as its Archbishop, Bishop Sherlock was 
named Bishop of London by Pope Paul VI and was installed in our ca-
thedral church (ceremoniously taking the throne) on 21 August 1978, 
the feast of St. Pius X.
 Upon becoming Bishop of London, Bishop Sherlock made it his 
priority to continue the work of Cardinal Carter, who he says was "a bold 
leader", in the areas of liturgical reform and in terms of incuding the laity 
in the life of the Church and the ecclesial life of the diocese.  Previously, 
diocesan synods were held, which included the laity and at which im-
portant issues and topics were discussed.  Although these synods did 
not continue (as they were seen as duplicating the more effectual work 
of the Council of Priests), Bishop Sherlock was determined to promote 
the importance othe laity in the life of the Church.  One of the fruits 

of the ear-
ly years 
of Bishop 
Sher lock 's 
tenure was 
the dioc-
esan news-
letter, which 
c o n t i n u e s 
to this day 
(which in-
spired the 
creation of 
C a t h e d r a l 
C o n n e c -
tions) and 
was seen 
as part of 
promoting 
good com-
munication 
with the la-

ity.  
 Also, the process of parish 
reoganization that our diocese has 
undergone began under Bishop Sher-
lock's tenure, when Fred Galloway, an 
expert in demographics and urban 
planning worked with the diocese 
to plan ahead.  The diocese began to 
plan ahead as the number of priestly 
vocations decreased and as the num-
ber of Catholics in some of the rural 
areas of the diocese also decreased, 
through urbanization.
 Lastly, promoting Catholic 
education was another important 
theme throughout Bishop Sherlock's 
tenure.  It wasn't until 1981 that full 
funding was extended to Catholic 
schools in Ontario.  Before then, he 
recalls how "the burden of supporting 
Catholic high schools was enormous" 
and how our cathedral parish was con-
tributing approximately $60,000 a year to Catholic Central High School.
 One of the things that placed the Diocese of London on the 
map was the relatively sudden accession of Bishop Sherlock to the 
presidency of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The pre-
vious president was a francophone bishop – and the custom of the 
conference has been to alternate between a francophone and an an-
glophone bishop. Bishop Redding, of Hamilton, had been slated as the 
next anglophone bishop – but due to ill health, he was prevented from 
accepting the role.  Because Bishop Sherlock had some experience 
with the national conference of bishops, he was asked to assume the 
role of president.  In that capacity, Bishop Sherlock organized, hosted, 
and accompanied Pope John Paul II on his visit to Canada in 1984.  
 Bishop Sherlock speaks fondly of this visit, saying that for some 
time to come, the Pope would address him fondly as "The President", 
almost as a nickname.  Appropriately enough, both Cardinal Carter in 
Toronto and Bishop Sherlock in London were on friendly terms with 
the Holy Father.
 In 2002, at the age of 76, the Holy Father accepted Bishop Sher-
lock's resignation as the Bishop of London – and named our current 
bishop, Ronald Peter Fabbro, as his replacement.  Bishop Fabbro was 
ordained and installed in the same liturgy, on the feast of the Assump-
tion, 15 August 2002.   
 Immediatlely upon Bishop Fabbro's installation, Bishop Sher-
lock assumed a new role in the life of our diocese – that of Bishop-
Emeritus.  As honorific as this title may sound, Bishop Sherlock has as-
sumed this new role with his characteristic energy.  For a few years, 
he taught homiletics (the art of preaching) at St. Peter's Seminary.  As 
well, he has continued to assist with the liturgical life of the cathedral 
– to this day.  Every Monday, Bishop Sherlock leads the noon-hour 
Mass, hearing confessions beforehand.  Today, Bishop Sherlock lives in 
residence at Mary Immaculate Church, assisting with the liturgical and 
pastoral responsibilities of that parish.  Additionally, he keeps in touch 
with those who have grown close to him over the years, being called 
upon to preisde at marriages and funerals – and to provide the gentle 
kindness that is often associated with the words  of a humble parish 
priest.  As he himself says, "I continue to be active as a priest", some-
thing he has done since 1950.
 We thank Bishop Sherlock for all that he has meant to us at the 
cathedral.
 Editor's Note: A special "thank you" goes to Debra Majer, the 
diocesan archivist, for her help.

By Mark Ambrogio

A Portrayal of London's Bishop-Emeritus

Confirming a young man

With Mother Theresa  
- in 1982
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST-ARISE TOGETHER IN CHRIST - SEASON THREE             by Cathryn Hall

In the Fall of 2011, in response to Bishop Fabbro’s invitation to Spiritual Renewal, the Cathedral parish joined forty 
other parishes across our diocese in the ARISE Together in Christ process for Spiritual Renewal.   ARISE Together in 
Christ is a three year, parish-centered process of renewal, evangelization, and adult faith formation; formation that 
enables members to develop a closer relationship with Christ, grow in community, and reach out in service to others.  
This is not a just a short term process, but laying the foundations for an ongoing way of being Church, centered on 
both breaking open the Word of God in small faith communities, and on the Eucharist, shared and celebrated with the 
larger community every Sunday.  The process leads  participants through five distinct periods of time (called seasons) 
each of which last six weeks.  Each season engages the entire parish in a developmental progression of Gospel themes:  
Encountering Christ Today, Change Our Hearts, In the Footsteps of Christ, New Heart, New Spirit and We are the Good 
News.  

 Season One - Encountering Christ Today, we embarked on a journey, seeking a deeper encounter with Jesus 
Christ.  Through the lens of Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, and Paul we explored how because of our Baptism, we are now 
living in a new life, the life of the Risen Christ in the community of the church.  

 Season Two - Change Our Hearts, we explored the theme of conversion; the turning away from an old life 
and turning toward a new life in God.  Again, we saw this as a consequence of our Baptism, as being the beginning of a  
lifelong process of becoming who we already are-children of God.

 Season Three - In the Footsteps of Christ, we explored yet another consequence of our Baptism: what it means 
both personally and as a community to walk in the footsteps of Christ as we face the challenges and opportunities in  
today’s world.  A special emphasis this season was on the Social Justice teachings of the Church.

 Throughout the three seasons of Arise, over 200 of our parishioners have engaged in the process.  Some have  
participated since Season One, others became involved in Season Two or Season Three through family and friends’  
profound experience of the small faith communities.  Through these small communities, the sharing of faith that  
occurs helps to make connections between faith and daily lives. Listening to one another share faith gives us a glimpse of  
someone else's relationship with God.  Ultimately, it helps us to see how God is working in our lives, and in the world.

 Season Four - New Heart, New Spirit begins the week of February 11th, 2013.  This six week session  
corresponds to the weeks of Lent and concludes just before we move into Holy Week.  Please consider participating 
in Season Four of Arise.  No previous participation is necessary.  Let us respond with open hearts to the call of Bishop  
Fabbro who invites us to spiritual renewal.   Let us meet the challenge of our faith - Let us all ARISE, Together in Christ.

Season Four Sign-Up Sunday: Jan. 19/20, 2013
Season Four begins the week of Feb. 11, 2013

Smiles From Seniors Smiles From Seniors
To write with a broken pencil is  
  . . . pointless.

When fish are in schools they sometimes  
  . . . take debate.

A thief who stole a calendar  
  . . . got twelve months.

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles  
  . . . U.C.L.A.

The professor discovered that her theory of 
earthquakes 
 . . . was on shaky ground.

The batteries were given out  
  . . . free of charge.

A dentist and a manicurist married  
  . . . They fought tooth and nail.

A will is a  
  . . . dead giveaway.

If you don't pay your exorcist  
  . . . you can get repossessed.

With her marriage, she got a new name  
  . . . and a dress.

Show me a piano falling down a mineshaft  
and I'll show you  
  . . . A-flat miner.

You are stuck with your debt if  
  . . . you can't budge it.

Local Area Network in Australia  
  . . . The LAN down under.

A boiled egg is  
  . . . hard to beat.

When you've seen one shopping center  
  . . . you've seen a mall.

Police were called to a day care where a  
three-year-old was  
  . . . resisting a rest.

Did you hear about the fellow whose whole 
left side was cut off?  
  . . . He's all right now.
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 Every love story has a beginning. This one began in a building 
at 150 Kent Street that lies within the long shade of the Cathedral on 
bright June mornings. Both parties were from different countries, nei-
ther spoke English well, no one introduced them, but John knew, on that 
first glimpse, that this was the girl that he would marry.

 John is John Van Marwyk, who in his early teens was a student 
in a school operated by the Salesians in the Netherlands. The Salesians 
were founded by St. John Bosco and took its name from its patron, St. 
Francis de Sales. It focused on the education of boys, especially the 
poor. As a more advanced pupil, John taught some of the subjects and 
had considered for a time becoming a Brother who would teach in their 
schools. But it seems that God had other plans for him.

 “My father was a seaman who was away from home for long 
periods of time. During the second world war, we didn’t see him from 
1939 to 1945.” When his mother and father later separated, John worked 
for a time teaching in a trade school, but at the age of nineteen, emi-
grated with his mother and his sister to Canada in 1955. 

 Their first point of contact in Canada was the Immigration Cen-
tre operated by the Fathers of the Sacred Heart at 150 Kent Street. Here 
they befriended Cathedral parishioner and author Maria Stam. They 
also became close friends with Fr. Martin Grootscholten, who also came 
from the Netherlands and was working at the Centre. Within a short 
period of time, John’s mother became the housekeeper at the facility. 
Soon after John joined the staff and began working as its caretaker and 
handyman.

 It was 1966 when John first saw Monique. 
She had come from Drummondville Quebec and 
spoke very little English. She had just been ac-
cepted for a nursing assignment at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in London and was referred to the Im-
migration Centre which had a number of rooms 
to rent to girls. She applied on a June morning, 
and John saw her for the first time as she entered 
the office. 

 “When I saw her, I knew that I had found 
the girl that I would marry,” recalled John, who 
then at age thirty-one, knew his mind. 

 Someone pointed out to Monique that 
John was the housekeeper’s 
son. 

 “I looked over at him, but 
he didn’t speak French, so I 
didn’t bother.” 

 Over the summer, Fr. Mar-
tin invited John and his moth-
er to join him on a trip to the 
Netherlands to visit family 
and friends. 

 “My mother was always 
pushing me to find a wife. In 
her mind that was one of the 
reasons for the journey, but 
I told her that I had already 
found the girl.”

 In September Monique 
moved into the residence sec-
tion of the Immigration centre 
and couldn’t help but notice 
John. 

 “We were in the same 
English speaking class, and he 
often gave me little treats or 
made me a cup of coffee. One 
time, I asked him to install a 
small counter in my room. He 
was on his knees and kept look-
ing up at me. He couldn’t con-
centrate on what he was doing. 
It took him forever just to use a 
screwdriver.”

 Soon they began dat-
ing, and walking together and 
window shopping in down-
town London, while gradually 
overcoming their language dif-
ferences. The following year 
Monique began working in 
Montreal and John visited her 
from time to time. He stayed at 
a Bed and Breakfast operated 
by one of Monique’s friends. By 
late fall of 1967, they 
had decided to marry, 
but John had to seek 
permission from Mo-
nique’s father first.

 He followed a 
continental tradition, 
travelled to Drum-
mondville and sought 
permission from Mo-
nique’s father while 
on bended knee. The 
reply was simply, 
“She is old enough to 
make her own deci-
sion.”

 “Truthfully,” 
confided Monique, 
“It was an easy de-
cision for my father. 
He was happy to see 
us go. Whenever 
John visited us, he 
brought along many 
records. My father 
was a hockey fan 
who enjoyed watch-
ing Saturday TV 
hockey games. John 
and I would be in 
the next room play-
ing loud music. That 
always disturbed his 
hockey games.”

 The wedding 
date was set for the month of September, 1968, in Drummondville with 
only two complications. Three weeks before the wedding, John devel-
oped hepatitis and lost twenty pounds. He recovered in time for the 
wedding, but he felt conspicuous about his rented tuxedo which now 
appeared several sizes too large.

 His friend, Fr. Martin Goodscholten, 
agreed to marry the couple but several days 
before the wedding, had to travel to Europe 
for his mother’s funeral. Monique and John ar-
ranged for a family member to travel to Mon-
treal airport to pick up Father Martin and hurry 
him directly to the church in time for the wed-
ding. 

 In all other respects the wedding and 
reception were a success. John married the girl 
that he predicted he would. But the love story 

THE AGE OF WISDOM : A PAGE DEVOTED TO OUR BELOVED SENIORS                              by Mitch Lenko 
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John, age 12, with his sister Henrietta  
and mother

Monique, London, 
Ontario 1966

Father's benediction  
- wedding day 1968

Wedding vows

The wedding train

Partying on the Honeymoon Cruise

Daughter Alina - 
1995

continued on page 14
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MEMORIAL WINDOWS
RESTORATION - RELEADING - REPAIRS
STORMGLAZING - SANDCARVED GLASS

RESIDENTIAL COMMISSIONS

As the needs of each client are unique, so are the 
designs created to fulfill those needs.

Each step in the process from design to installation 
is carried out with great care, thus insuring the high 
standards and quality that we feel are essential for 
your satisfaction.

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2
Phone/Fax: (519) 432-9624

Visit our website at
www.sunrisestainedglass.com

EST. 1979

ST. STEPHEN'S GUILD UPDATE

 While Fr Jean-Marc Michon was rector of the cathedral parish 
(from 1981 to 1984), a retired priest from the Archdiocese of Liverpool, 
Fr James Tiernan, stayed at the cathedral and assisted in the liturgical 
schedule and much of our parish life.  One of his legacies to the ca-
thedral was our processional cross, which was his donation.  He also 
recommended that our servers guild affiliate with the servers guild of 
Westminster Cathedral, in London, England.

 This may seem like an unusual idea, but the servers guild that is 
centred out of Westminster Cathedral extends beyond that parish.  With 
its high standards and prominence in the life of the Church, the serv-
ers guild at Westminster started to spread to other parish churches in 
Britain – and, indeed, through the Commonwealth.  These other guilds 
were taken under the wing of Westminster Cathedral, with whom they 
were affiliated.  Eventually, the arrangement that was established was 
that each parish would have its own self-governing Guild of St Ste-
phen and that these individual guilds would have a loose affiliation with 
Westminster Cathedral and with the Archbishop of Westminster, who is 
now Vincent Nichols.

 On 10 May 1982, the then-Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal 
Basil Hume, wrote to the cathedral rector, formally recognizing the ca-
thedral's servers guild as part of the Guild of St. Stephen – and the guild 
has been known by that name since then.  This year marks the 30th an-
niversary of the guild's connection with Westminster Cathedral – and 
our servers will celebrate this connection at the Mass on St. Stephen's 
Day, on 26 December (Boxing Day).

 In reflecting back on this unique history, it may be helpful to 
give a more personal face to the guild, beyond this institutional history.  
One of those people that the guild is most proud to have as its members 
is Gerry Healy, who has been serving at the cathedral since the early 
1970s.  Our guild not only celebrates the 30th anniversary of our affili-
ation with Westminster Cathedral, but also the fortieth anniversary of 
Gerry's tenure.

 A long-standing member of the cathedral parish, Gerry has many 
fond memories of the cathedral gleaned not only from his experience as 
our longest-standing server, but also from his tenure as sacristan.  (The 
sacristan is the person who prepares the cathedral for liturgies and other 
functions that happen in the building.)  Gerry served as sacristan from 
1984 to 1990, under Monsignor O'Donnell – and was provided with an 
apartment in the former rectory.  

 In 1990, Gerry left the single life (and the all-male environment 
of the rectory) to marry Karen – and left his job as sacristan the day be-
fore his marriage.  Fortunately, not only did Gerry continue to serve, but 
the cathedral was blessed with a new server out of this holy union.  On 
a couple of occasions after marrying Gerry, Karen asked Bishop Sher-
lock (the then-Bishop of London) if she could serve at the cathedral.  
To Karen's disappointment, Bishop Sherlock informed her that females 
were not permitted as servers at the cathedral – but Bishop Sherlock 
assured Karen that if and when they were permitted, she would be the 
first one!   

 And, indeed, within a few years of marrying Gerry, it was to 
be.  Karen remembers Monsignor O'Donnell approaching her with the 
determined energy for which he was known (around 1994) – informing 
her that women could now serve at the cathedral and that it was hoped 
that she would become the cathedral's first female server.

 Since then, Gerry and Karen have been serving faithfully at the 
Saturday vigil Mass.  We are proud of Gerry's long service as server – 
and are glad to have both Gerry and Karen serving on Saturday nights.  
In a future edition of Cathedral Connections, we will acknowledge an-
other long-standing server, Joe Borst.

~ Mark C. Ambrogio – coordinator of the server's guild

Karen Healy

Gerry Healy
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doesn’t end there. For 
their honeymoon, the 
couple sailed from 
New York City to Eu-
rope on the SS. Rot-
terdam, of the Hol-
land America Line 
for a three week tour 
of Europe. It was Mo-
nique’s first ocean 
crossing but not her 
last. Now after forty-
four years of mar-
riage, the couple have 

been on a total of thir-
ty-six cruises, always on the Holland America line.

 “John has saltwater in his blood”, Monique explained with her 
familiar smile. “We are now members of the Holland America Marine 
Society which provides us with many extra privileges while travelling, 
that include things like wine tasting functions and invitations to the 
Captain’s cocktail parties on board ship.” 

 One of the more compelling reasons for using this same steam-
ship line came from John. “They have a Catholic Chaplain on board 
every cruise, and that allows us to attend Mass daily. And there are 
always two physicians on board, two nurses and everything you need 
medically including a dialysis machine.”

 “Plus every five years we renew our marriage vows while sail-
ing. On our fortieth wedding anniversary, we exchanged vows in the 
Captain’s quarters. The cruise staff provided us with candles, a wedding 
cake, flowers, and a bottle of champagne.”

 Their many cruises have taken them to every continent and ev-
ery major country in the world, including Antarctica. In the summer 
of 2013 they plan to travel to the regions of the North Pole, by way of 
Greenland and the waterways north of the Netherlands.

 With every love story, there is not only a beginning and an end. 

There is always the middle, that comes complete with the realities of 
life’s challenges. Monique was a diabetic but that didn’t deter her from 
pursuing a career. But following seventeen years as a nurse at the Lon-
don Psychiatric Hospital, in 1993 Monique suffered a stroke. As part of 
her recovery, she became a stay-at- home spouse. In 2009, she under-
went triple heart by-pass surgery. The memories of these complications 
have never affected her ever present smile.

  John always wanted to have at least two children before turning 
forty. In 1974, after six years of marriage, the couple had no children 
and John was turning thirty-nine. They adopted a daughter Alina when 
she was six weeks old. Five months after the adoption, Monique gave 
birth to her son, Paul. John met his deadline. The family now continues 
to grow with a granddaughter Zoe who was born to Paul’s wife.

 Over the years John has perfected his skills as a master crafts-
man and outstanding carpenter/cabinet maker. For fifteen years he 
worked for the Holiday Inn chain making and maintaining high end 
furniture items for their executive suites and managerial offices. When 
new owners purchased the hotel chain, he formed his own company. 
He continued doing work for them on a contract basis, and added other 
clients as well. 

 Today, in his mid seventies, John works every day in his one 
man business known as Distinctive Carpentry Ltd. He shares his crowd-
ed manufacturing location with his son, who has inherited his father’s 
trade interests and operates a busy, one-man metal machine shop. 

 John and Monique Van Marwyk have spent most of their mar-
ried life as parishioners at the Cathedral, although shortly after they 
were married they lived for a time in St. Michael’s parish . It was there 
that they met our present rector, Fr. Jim Mockler. Both continue to re-
main active in our parish; Monique sings in the choir and John had been 
an usher at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass for a long number of years. 

 The Van Marwyks are an interesting couple. John has traces of 
a Dutch accent, is very obliging and always ready to please or assist. 
Monique has the familiar French Canadian cheerfulness and an infec-
tious smile that prompts you to smile with her. But the most warming 
trait I noticed, was that they always appear to be genuinely happier in 
each other’s company rather than when standing alone. That’s a tell tale 
sign that the love story continues.

THE AGE OF WISDOM : A PAGE DEVOTED TO OUR BELOVED SENIORS continued           by Mitch Lenko 

John Van Marwyk, with one of the bookcases that he makes

John in his workshop

Son Paul and his wife and baby Zoe

Renewing wedding vows aboard ship - 40th Anniversary, 2008

Enjoying a stopover on the island of  
Bora Bora in the South Pacific

continued from page 11
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 St. Peter’s Cathedral Ba-
silica Knights of Colum-
bus, Council 13404 has 
numerous volunteer ser-
vice programs that are “In 
Service To The Church”. 
They are the strong right 
arm of the parish. They 

provide both financial and manpower resources for special 
Church projects. We also give a yearly donation to St. Peter’s 
Seminary and St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica.

 For the families, the Knights sponsor functions that are 
open to all members and their families (and others) such as Sun-
day breakfasts, Shrove Tuesday night, St. Patrick’s Day gala 
and Italian Night. The money received goes to various charities 
and the Church.

 In serving the community our Knights provide charitable 
donations as well as manpower to assist those in need in our 
community. Council service programs are conducted to serve 
both the needs of the community and the interests of their mem-
bership. On January 19th our Council will be involved in pro-
viding and cooking food for the Community Outreach and St. 
Vincent de Paul guests who are less fortunate than us.

 Knights serve as lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, ushers 
and tour guides as a means of enhancing the liturgy. Since Sep-
tember 2012, the Knights have provided manpower for approxi-
mately ten separate events and we have many more to come. 
Our latest event, the Elimination Draw, was held on December 
8th. A number of attendees won from $50 to $1000, enjoyed a 
roast beef meal and danced to music by a live band. This was a 

very enjoyable evening and all attendees had a great time. 

 For the youth in our community the Knights also run a 
“Free Throw” basketball competition. All boys and girls ages 
10 to 14, are invited to participate in this fun event that takes 
place in our gym in February each year.

 The Knights welcome practical Catholic men 18 years of 
age and over to join our Council at St. Peter’s Cathedral Basili-
ca. If you want to help improve your community, to support the 
Church and grow in Faith, if you have an interest in the welfare 
of young people and others, if you also believe in preserving 
family values then becoming a member Knight is one the most 
satisfying experiences you will encounter. 

To learn more, you can  
contact Grand Knight,  

Larry Barrett at 519-657-0819  
or at larrybarrett@sympatico.ca

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 Dana Barber and Ray Brule.  

 Dana Barber and Ray Brule.  Are you sure my name ticket didn't win?!

Having a good time!
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Seven noble stained-glass windows circle around the apse at the end of the chancel (where the bishop's throne is now located).  Installed 
in 1889, these windows depict seven major events from the life of Christ - this one being the Nativity. Specifically, this window depicts the 
appearance of the angel before the shepherds, summoning them to see the Christ-child (Luke 2: 8-15). Photo courtesy of Dominic Tang
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