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We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  
committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

 During this Year of Mercy 
Pope Francis has called us to con-
sider and grow in our understand-
ing of mercy. He recently said: “I 
will never tire of saying that the 
mercy of God is not some beauti-
ful idea, but rather a concrete ac-
tion; and even human mercy is not 
authentic until it has attained tan-
gible expression in the actions of 
our daily life... The truth of mercy 
is expressed in our daily gestures 
that make God’s action visible in 
our midst.”

 The Year of Mercy will conclude November 20, the 
feast of Christ the King.  However, since these very special 
and focused twelve months began on December 8, 2015, I 
have been wondering when the right time would be for me to 
ask myself and you a question. I believe now is the time. By 
the time the Year of Mercy concludes will I / will you be any 
different in how we extend mercy, forgiveness and compas-
sion to others than I was / you were one year ago?
  If I am not, this year will have been a failure. I will have 
paid lip-service to it all, said the suggested prayers, carried out 
all rituals, proclaimed and listened to the readings. I’ll be able 
to report to Bishop Fabbro that the Cathedral parish did all it 
was asked to do and we can check it off the list. We do that 
with so many things – we endure them until they’re over.
What I need to answer is:  Has my heart been changed? 
 Throughout the Gospels we regularly experience  a new 
standard for mercy because it is the story of finding welcome 
at home despite the terrible things we sometimes choose to do.  
Remember how Jesus was under attack for enjoying positive 
friendships with sinners. To answer his critics, he shows them 
that he is the one sent by God to find those who have strayed 
and to offer them a place back at the table.  He illustrates it 

with the story of the Good Shepherd and the woman who finds 
the lost coin. It was easy for people to relate to these stories 
because everyone has lost an object that they valued, and it is 
easy to remember the immense satisfaction of finding it once 
again. We feel the same when relationships are restored.  Not 
until we all respect each other, from those we cannot stand or 
can’t agree with to the marginalized, will we ever be success-
ful.
 How can we change?  By adopting a different attitude… 
Jesus once told the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collec-
tor standing in the synagogue at a time of prayer. The Phari-
see complimented himself while  the tax collector constantly 
begged God for mercy.  The Pharisee believed everything to 
be fine in his life and therefore saw no need of mercy. But the 
tax collector knew he was in need of God.
 That approach sets us up for doing the same.  If I see 
myself with no need of mercy, I probably will not extend mer-
cy to others. However, if I admit that I am in need  of God’s 
mercy, then I will  most likely extend compassion and forgive-
ness to others more readily. 
 Doesn’t our experience tell us that when I  reach out to 
God in need, God is always there with his warm embrace of 
love? 
 A spiritual writer once wrote that everyone’s heart 
grows cold sometimes like that of the Pharisee. “We all have 
difficulty feeling compassion for certain people. When this 
happens, it helps to ask God to help us see our own sin more 
clearly, not so that we can become lost in guilt, but so that we 
can see our own need to accept God’s mercy and extend it to 
others.”
 Our God accepts us as we are while calling us to grow.  
That’s his approach to everyone. He waits for us to do the 
same.  Let’s pray always for changed hearts across our world, 
our diocese and our parish.

Fr. Jim Mockler

 An ACCOUnT OF MERCy AT WORld yOUTh dAy, POlAnd, 2016

  World Youth Day (WYD) in Poland will be forever in 
my heart. Its theme was “Blessed are the Merciful,” the per-
fect theme for us to draw closer to the Mercy of God during 
this Jubilee Year. To have the location of WYD in holy Poland 
was very fitting,  given its history of suffering, war, and Com-
munism. Poland has deep roots in Catholicism, having been a 
baptised nation for over 1,000 years. Many great saints like St. 
John Paul II, St. Faustyna Kowalska, St. Maximilian Kolbe 
and St. Edith Stein have arisen from Poland. WYD pilgrims 
were graced with many deep experiences during this blessed 
time! St. John Paul II Shrine in Krakówcontinued on page 14
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ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING mAkES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLy ROSARy wALkwAy
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the completion 
of its latest project which honours the wishes of Pope John 
Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of praying the 
Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs  
of those who are more comfortable with the option of  
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to them.

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and  
faithful departed as we await  
the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information concerning our many services.

For further information please contact a Family Service Counsellor.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue,  
Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708
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SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.  
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

wEEkDAY EUCHARIST 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

12:05 p.m. 
Tuesday & Thursday 7:30 a.m.

BAPTISMS 
One Sunday a Month 

2:00 p.m.

MARRIAGES 
Arrangements to be made  

one year in advance.

SACRAMENT  
OF RECONCILIATION 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Saturday  
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

CATECHUMENATE 
(R.C.I.A.) 
Sundays 

September to Pentecost

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
1st Friday of the month in  

The Lady Chapel

MASS TIMES 

For everything there is a season,  
 and a time for every matter under heaven:

Desmond Andrew McCredie 
May 10, 1963 – July 8, 2016

 Matthew Rumas 
October 11, 1926 – July 9, 2016

 Mary Catherine Loftus 
February 19, 1938 – August 19, 2016

 Nathan Timothy Deslippe 
August 3, 1989 – August 28, 2016

 Charles Moss McAuliffe 
December 4, 1928 – September 6, 2016

a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.

We Remember…

Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
I go and prepare a place for you,

I will come again and will take you to myself,
so that where I am, there you may be also.

John 14: 1-3

ENTERTAINMENT

2016 Elimination Draw

Turkey 

Draws

BUFFET

St. Peter's Parish Hall
Saturday November 19, 2016

7:00 pm - Midnight
Tickets  $20.00 

Elimination Draw,  Entertainment
 and a Light Buffet 

 
Glass Turkey Draws 

TICKETS AVAILABLE

AFTER MOST MASSES

or Call

James Vollmer - 519-690-0802

Sam Circelli - 519- 657-0220

or any member of 

Knights of Columbus

CASH 

PRIZES

SAVE
THE

DATE

DID WEMENTION FUN ?

St. Peter's Cathedral Basilica 
Knights of Columbus Council # 13404, 

presents the

Prize List for Elimination Draw
Last ticket drawn wins $1000.00

2nd last ticket drawn wins $500.00
3rd last ticket drawn wins $200.00

Additional Cash Prizes
 1st ticket drawn $50.00

Every 50th ticket drawn wins $50.00

ONLY 400 TICKETS TO BE SOLD

 Who are these men called Knights? They are members of 
the St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus Council who care about our 
church and community. 

 Our parishioners know about the various council events the 
Knights do to raise funds for the church and for those less for-
tunate. These include Breakfasts (including Confirmation break-
fasts), the Elimination Draw, Italian Night and Karaoke Night, just 
to name a few.

 One yearly event the Knights and other groups do is the 
Winter Welcome Lunch. There are four groups involved. The 
Knights cook a hot sit-down meal for over 100 needy persons. The 
CWL and the other groups serve the meals. The food costs are paid 
by the Knights and the CWL. 

 Many Knights also volunteer their time and efforts at other 
functions. For example, members volunteer at soup kitchens, as 
altar servers, church ushers, giving Communion at the church and 
homes, providing tours, church picnics, Mount St. Joseph BBQ’s, 
collecting food for the Food Bank, plus others.

 This year we are the host council for the annual event known 
as “Columbian Service Day.”  Most councils in the city participate 
in this event which recognizes the four core principles:  Charity- 
Members assist in serving breakfast at two London soup kitchens;  
Unity- Mass is celebrated for all members;  Fraternity- Dinner 
and a social evening for all members to attend;  Patriotism- Dur-
ing the day there is a wreath-laying ceremony at St. Peter’s Cem-
etery to honor our fallen soldiers. One such fallen soldier is Lon-
don’s Trooper Mark Wilson. 

 It isn’t all work and no play. During the summer the Knights 
have a Golf and BBQ Social at Pat and Sherry Hogan’s residence. 
It is a fun and relaxing day for the members, wives and girlfriends.  

 If you are interested in helping those in the community who 
are in need of a hand up and your own growth within the Parish, 
members of St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus would like to wel-
come any men over 18 years of age to join our council. You will 
receive more than you can give by helping others. 

 For further information contact Grand Knight, Pat Hogan 
at: 519-614-3338 or email phogan@nametana.com .You can also 
contact Larry Barrett at: 519-657-0819 or email larrybarrett@
sympatico.ca

Pat Hogan, Larry Barrett and David Houghton

KnIGhTS OF COlUMBUS
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 Not all parishioners attending Mass at St. Peter’s are 
aware of its rich architectural heritage and of the numerous 
interesting facts pertaining to our history. But visitors from 
parishes far and wide who make a pilgrimage to our Cathedral 
in this Year of Mercy, including many school groups, do learn 
about our history. Why? They have attended a tour of St. Pe-
ter’s given by our very knowledgeable guides.
 Here are a few facts to whet your curiosity. Did you 
know there is only one priest buried in the crypt below the 
altar? (Monsignor Jean-Marie Bruyère) Did you know the 
pews are numbered because parishioners were once required 
to pay for their seats? Did you know that the plaque to Henry 
Edward Dormer on the west transept wall was lost for ninety 
years? Did you know that the Lady of Perpetual Help shrine 
in the east transept travelled three times across the Atlantic 
Ocean before arriving at our church? Did you know that the 
Cathedral’s first canvas stations of the cross now reside at the 
Martyrs’ Shrine in Midland, Ontario? These are a few of the 
many points of interest you would be told when taking a tour 
of our Basilica. 
 In 1820, when the young settlement at the forks of the 
Thames was not yet a village, there were only five Catholic 
families living here. Mass was celebrated in their homes by 
visiting priests. London’s first Catholic Church, dedicated to 
St. Lawrence the Martyr, was built in 1834 and destroyed by 
fire in 1851. Eventually, a new brick church was built on the 
northeast corner of Richmond Street and Dufferin Avenue, 
facing west. Construction of our Cathedral started just east of 
it in 1880 under the leadership of Bishop Walsh, with the total 
cost being $136,000. The first Mass was celebrated in 1885. 
 Each year a few hundred persons of all ages enjoy tours 
of our Cathedral. Since Pope Francis designated the Year of 
Mercy we have welcomed a larger number of pilgrims visit-
ing St. Peter’s from parishes across the diocese and beyond. 
Pilgrims enter our Cathedral’s Holy Door “as a sign of their 
repentance and re-commitment to a life of faith. Anyone who 
enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons 
and instills hope. Exiting out, we take God’s mercy to others 
through the Holy Door as a sign of repentance and re-commit-
ment to a life of faith.” 
 One of many such tours took place on August 15 (the 
feast of the Assumption) by parishioners of Holy Angels’ and 
St. Anne’s churches in St. Thomas. Approximately thirty pil-
grims, including five priests and deacons, made this visit to 

our Cathedral. On their arriv-
al they attended noon Mass, 
and then toured the Basilica.
 St. Peter’s tour guides 
are always eager to show off 
our beautiful Cathedral. If 
you know of a group, large 
or small, who would like to 
visit, please contact the Par-
ish Office, and staff will no-
tify the Chairperson of the 
Tour Ministry to arrange for 
a guide.

Larry Barrett

ST. mONICA  (331-387 A.D.)
Feast Day:  August 27
 Patron Saint of wives and abuse victims, difficult mar-
riages, disappointing children, victims of adultery or unfaith-
fulness, victims of (verbal) abuse.
 Saint Monica, also known as Monica of Hippo, was the 
mother of St. Augustine. She was born in 331 A.D. in Tagaste, 
which is in present-day Algeria.  She was married to a Roman 
pagan named Patricius, and had three children by him.  Her 
husband had a violent temper and was said to be of dissolute 
habits, but he tolerated her religious devotion. Two of their 
children entered the religious life, but Augustine misspent his 
early youth, being wayward and, as he himself tells us, lazy.  
Monica sent her son to Carthage to study rhetoric, and he be-
came a Manichaean.  This led her to drive him away from her 
table, but eventually she had a vision that led to their recon-
ciliation.  Monica visited an (unnamed) holy bishop who con-
soled her with the now famous words, "the child of those tears 
shall never perish."
 Monica rejoined Augustine in Rome, where he convert-
ed to Christianity and became one of the most influential theo-
logians of the church. The pair believed they should spread 
the Word of God to Africa, but, as they began their journey, 
Monica died in the Roman city of Civitavecchia.   Augustine's 
grief inspired the finest pages of his Confessions.
 The city of Santa Monica, California, is named after 
this saint, as were the "weeping" springs outside the city.

ST. RADCUNDIS REGINA
Feast Day:  September 7
 Patron Saint of poor people, shepherdesses, torture vic-
tims.
 Regina was born in Autun, France, to a pagan named 
Clement. Her mother died at her birth and she went to live 
with a Christian nurse who baptized her. Regina helped out as 
a shepherdess, became very devout and meditated on the lives 
of the saints. She was betrothed to the proconsul Olybrius, but 
refused to renounce her faith to marry him, and as a result she 
was tortured.  It is believed her martyrdom occured during the 
persecution of Decius in 251, or under Maximian in 286.

ST. GERTRUDE
Feast Day:  November 16
Patron Saint of the West Indies
 St. Gertrude was born in Eisleben in Saxony on the 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 1256. Little is known about 
her early life.  She may have been orphaned or offered to the 
religious life by devout parents.  At the age of four, she was 
placed in the care of nuns at Rodalsdorf and later became a 
nun in the same monastery, where she was welleducated in 
a number of subjects. St. Gertrude wrote and composed in 
Latin, and was versed in sacred literature. She experienced a 
series of visions throughout her life and began writing spiri-
tual treatises for her monastic sisters. One of the great mys-
tics of the 13th century, she practised a form of spirituality 
called “nuptial mysticism” (i.e., she saw herself as a “bride 
of Christ”).  St. Gertrude was an early devotee of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and is often depicted with a heart.  

Dawn Munday

 Born on January 17, 1863 to Thomas Aylward and 
Catherine Joyce, John Thomas Aylward spent his early years 
in Quebec, attending Lévis College and later studying at the 
Grand Seminary in Montreal, as well as Laval University. He 
was ordained on December 18, 1886 by Bishop John Walsh at 
St. Peter’s Cathedral in London, Ontario.
 He was immediately posted to St. Augustine’s parish 
in Wawanosh, Huron County, as assistant pastor to Rev. W. 
Thomas West  but did not stay there long; by October of 1888, 
he was assistant pastor of Holy Angels’ parish in St. Thomas, 
where he remained until 1890. 
 Father Aylward then became pastor at Port Lambton, a 
position he held until 1901. From 1901 to 1914 he was rector 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral in London. During this time he accom-
panied Bishop McEvay to Rome in 1905 and represented the 
diocese as a theologian at the Plenary Council of Quebec in 
1910. Pope Pius X made him a Domestic Prelate the following 
year. While at the Cathedral, Father Aylward played a role in 
establishing St. Peter’s Seminary there, encouraging Bishop 
Fallon with the project and acting as the Seminary’s bursar 
for its first two years. He also built St. Peter’s parish hall and 

was often described as an “indefati-
gable” worker;  his time in London 
was proof of that.
 The best proof of Aylward’s 
work ethic, however, was his time as 
pastor at Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
Sarnia, a position he held from 1914 
until his death in 1933. While there, 
he cleared the parish debt, served as 
the mission priest to St. Joseph’s until 
it was established as a parish in 1923, carried out a massive 
redecoration of Our Lady of Mercy in 1923, enlarged the par-
ish school and built one at St. Joseph’s as well as St. Patrick’s 
High School. He also hosted the Diocesan Eucharistic Con-
gress at Our Lady of Mercy in 1925.
 Rev. Aylward was remembered fondly after his passing, 
and even today his influence can still be felt in the parishes he 
served.
 Tiffany Champagne is a Volunteer Archivist  

with the Diocese of London

CAThEdRAl TOURS In ThE yEAR OF MERCy SAInTly WOMEn OF ST. PETER’S CAThEdRAl

JOhn ThOMAS AylWARd, A CAThEdRAl RECTOR

Pilgrims pray before entering the Holy Door.

Tour guide, John McGuire points to the resting place of 
Monsignor Jean-Marie Bruyère.

needs your...

Reach us through the Church Office.
Email us at basilica@dol.ca  

and put Cathedral Connections  
in the subject line.

We want to hear from you!

 Cathedral 
Connections
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MUSICAl InSTRUMEnTS In ThE CAThEdRAl ROSE WIndOW

       Music is an important component of the Mass and  
worship, and St. Peter’s has many images to illustrate how 
crucial music is to our celebrations in the Cathedral.  St.  
Cecilia, the patroness of church music, is illustrated twice, 
once in an east nave window holding an organ, and again in a 
painting next to the choir loft holding a harp. 

 Perhaps the most spectacular (and unfortunately least 
visible) depiction of music is the rose window above the choir 
loft behind our magnificent organ.  This window wonderfully 
illustrates ancient instruments being played by the angels.

 Music was an expression of the human race with-
in a few generations of Adam (Genesis 4:21), and by the 
time of the Hebrews many musical instruments had been  
developed.  Some of them are hard to identify now, but from  
the etymology of the words, from pictures on coins,  
sculptures, figurines, frescoes, monuments and seals, and the 
discovery of actual ancient instruments, we can get a good 
idea of what the early instruments were like.   There are many 
biblical references to music and to the specific instruments  
being played by the heavenly musicians shown in our rose 
window.  In the Bible, people were exhorted to praise God 
(Psalm 150 above), and the main purpose was to magnify the 
Lord as they played the instrument to its fullest.

      At the heart of the window, King 
David is playing a harp. David was 
an accomplished musician, who  
excelled at playing the lyre, and was 
also familiar with the harp.  Many 
of the Psalms are attributed to him 
and they make frequent references 
to music and musical instruments.  

Indeed, the noun “Psalms” comes from a Greek verb  
meaning, in brief,  “the plucking or twanging of strings.”  The  
instruments in our rose window appear to date from the time  
of David. In addition to the harp, we see depicted an image of 
the lute.

     The carrying of the Ark of the 
Covenant to Jerusalem by King  
David was accompanied by the  
playing “of harp, of tambourines 
and castanets and with cymbals and  
trumpets.”  (2 Samuel 6:5, 1  
Chronicles 13:8).   There have been 
many finds of castanets or pottery 

rattles which typically hold small pebbles or pieces of pottery 
to make them rattle.

 Percussion instruments, like the drums, cymbals,  
triangles and tambourine are referenced throughout the  
Bible.  Drums could be of any size and shape, and many were 
light enough for women to use while dancing (Exodus 15:20).  
They were used in both joyous occasions and in religious  
celebrations (2 Samuel 6:5). 

 Wind instruments are often mentioned in the Bible. 
“Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our 
feast day”  (Psalm 81).  The horn was used sometimes with 
other instruments  (1 Chronicles 15:28).  During biblical times, 
flutes may have been single or double pipes (with or without 
reeds).

 These instruments and their angelic musicians in our 
rose window are best seen from the choir loft. This sometimes 
involves peering between the organ pipes for the best viewing. 
Cathedral musicians take inspiration from these images, and 
always hope to “magnify the Lord” as they play and sing to 
their fullest musical potential. 

Dawn Munday

yOUnG AdUlTS 4 ChRIST (yA4C)

 Young Adults 4 Christ (YA4C) is a group of university 
and college students and young  professionals at St. Peter's 
Cathedral. Our aim is to foster a sense of community and pro-
vide opportunities for our members to grow in faith through 
discussion, lectures, attending faith-based events and volun-
teering. We extend an invitation to all young adults (ages 18 
to 35) to join us!

 During the Canada Day long weekend we organized 
a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Rosary Shrine near Merlin. 
Our visit began with a celebration of Mass outside among the 
trees. Some of us had the honour of carrying the statue, crown, 
or rosary of Mary during a Rosary  procession, which was fol-
lowed by a time of Eucharistic Adoration. One of our mem-
bers, Shaun, gave us a tour of the statues and gardens lining 
the Saints Trail. It is a beautifully-kept shrine and we hope to 
return in the future. 

 For the fourth year, the YA4C represented St. Peter’s in 
the annual St. Sebastian Soccer Tournament in Parkhill, play-
ing against other parishes from London and the surrounding 
area. This year our team consisted of local members plus a 
group from Wallaceburg. We set a personal best by winning 
three out of four games, qualifying for the finals. Unfortu-
nately our last game was cancelled due to rain, but overall 
the day provided a great opportunity to share friendly camara-

derie with other young Catholics and to 
reconnect with old friends.

 Our YA4C gathers twice a month 
to learn about and discuss a topic of our 
faith. This fall we are starting a faith 
formation study on Christopher West’s 
Theology of the Body. Join us after the 
12:30 p.m. Mass in the Parish Centre on 
the first and third Sunday of the month. 
Light refreshments are provided.

 Wednesday evenings, the YA4C 
hosts an hour of Eucharistic Adoration 
and Benediction at 7:00 p.m. in the Lady Chapel, next to the 
Cathedral parking lot. All parishioners are welcome to join 
us during this time of reflection and adoration in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

 There are many other events and opportunities for young 
adults in the London diocese to become involved through-
out the year. To stay informed and updated, please join our  
Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/ya4cstpeters/ 
or e-mail ya4cstpeters@gmail.com to be added to our list.  
We look forward to meeting you.

Nathan Marchand 

ChRISTIAn MEdITATIOn AT ST. PETER’S

 Every Monday evening, in our parish rooms, a small 
group meets to practise Christian meditation. They start at 
seven o’clock and share, listen to a spiritual writer/speaker,  
enter into a 20-minute period of silent meditation, and end 
with a time of sharing and discussion.

 Speaking about Christian meditation, Fr. Jim Mockler 
says,  “Prayer is like breathing – it is essential. Over the years, 
I have found Christian meditation to be so necessary. Medi-
tation allows me to develop a habit of coming silently into 
God’s presence with a listening heart. The effects of time spent 
in this prayer allow me to continue through the day knowing 
God journeys with me.”

 As stated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, there 
are as many and varied methods of meditation as there are 
spiritual masters (paragraph 2707).

 The group at St. Peter’s follows the teachings of mod-
ern-day “masters” Fathers John Main (deceased) and Laurence 
Freeman, who trace their style of prayer to Jesus and St. Paul, 
others in sacred scripture and to many holy women and men 
over the centuries, including St. John Cassian, and the “desert 
fathers and mothers.” It is closely linked to the Practice of the 
Presence of God, by Brother Lawrence, to the Jesus Prayer, to 
The Cloud of Unknowing, and the writings on prayer by great 
saints like St. Teresa of Avila.

 Bernie Hall is coordinator of the St. Peter’s group. He 
describes what they do as seeking communion with God our 
Father, through Jesus Christ, by quieting the mind so as to si-
lently be present to God.

 “It is about listening, rather than talking, to God,” he 
says. “We repeat a sacred word as a means of getting past 
distractions and focussing on communion with the Father. In 
the Christian tradition, that word could be “Abba” or “Abba, 
Father” or “Come, Lord Jesus” or the Aramaic word “Mara-
natha” or “Jesus, Mercy,” all of which are directly from sacred 
scripture.

 The purpose of Christian meditation is not, first and 
foremost, personal gain or benefit. “You don’t come to  
meditation with an expectation of realizing personal benefits,” 

Bernie says. 
“If you ask 
what you’ll 
get out of it, 
you’re ask-
ing the wrong 
question.”

  Yet, there are specific benefits, he says. “It brings inner 
peace, an acceptance of life with its joys and sorrows, a sense 
of empathy and unity with other members of the human fam-
ily.”

 “God is God, the supreme One,” he continues. “As re-
vealed through scripture, God loves us from all eternity. God 
seeks our love. We seek to unite ourselves with God, as with a 
close friend, someone who knows and loves us.”

 “Our form of meditation is not about emptying the mind 
as a way of finding inner peace and stability,” Bernie says. 
“This can be desirable. But Christian meditation is different 
from secular meditation practices. It involves quieting the 
mind, moving beyond thought and imagination as a way of 
achieving a deeper union with the Father.”

 It is recommended that one meditate twice per day for a 
period of 20 minutes each. Normally, a person would establish 
the habit by themselves, but having the support of like-minded 
individuals can be very helpful.

  The group at our Cathedral meets every Monday eve-
ning. The members listen to a recorded talk by a “master” like 
Fr. John Main or Fr. Laurence Freeman. They enter a period of 
silent meditation. Then they might share experiences, or dis-
cuss an aspect of prayer. They aim to keep within an hour, but 
sometimes they might continue sharing for up to three hours.

 “But it is not a study group or a discussion group,”  
Bernie says. “The primary purpose is to seek a deep, loving 
connection with God by means of meditation.”

 Bernie Hall can be reached at behall2@gmail.com

By Ron Pickersgill

Sunday, November 6, 2016    3:00 p.m.

IN REMEMBRANCE 
 Your opportunity to reflect upon the freedom  
we enjoy in Canada and the brave souls who  

protect those freedoms. 

Tickets at the Door or from 
Amabile Choirs of London
Adults: $15, Seniors/Students: $10

Veterans, CAF personnel & Children under 10 Free

ST. PETER’S  
CATHEDRAL BASILICA

               and                 
Boys & Men’s Choirs present

Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet,  
Praise Him with the harp and lyre,  
Praise Him with tambourine and dancing,  
Praise Him with the strings and flute, 
Praise Him with the clash of cymbals,  
Praise Him with resounding cymbals.        Psalm 150:3-5
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 It’s been a busy and productive summer and early 
fall for our parish refugee family – father Fouad Ghazal, 
his wife Batoul Khawje , and their amazing children—Itaf 
(age 13), Hayat (11), Amira (8), Chahed (5) and Rimas 
(2).

 Since June,  our Refugee Core Team has completed 
the applications for essential government services, as-
sisted them with their budgeting, completed the necessary 
initial medical and dental consultations, including the 
Well Children examinations and immunizations.

 Shortly after the family's arrival in early June, the 
four eldest girls -- Itaf, Hayat, Amira and Chahed -- were 
registered for the upcoming school year.  By the time you 
read this, the girls will have settled into W. Sherwood Fox 
Elementary School in the Westmount area of London: Itaf 
in grade 8, Hayat in grade 6, Amira in grade 3 and Chahed 

in Kindergarten.  

 This particular school welcomed more than 30 Syri-
an students this past year. There is a very active ESL (Eng-
lish as a Second Language) program, with a settlement 
worker in the school so the Ghazal girls will be well sup-
ported as they learn English and settle into the Canadian 
school system.  The work ahead will be challenging since 
their previous schooling had been interrupted by both the 
Syrian war and their subsequent escape to Lebanon.

 Fouad and Batoul registered in ESL LINC (Lan-
guage of Instruction for Newcomers) programs in Sep-
tember, with baby Rimas attending on-site childcare. 

 Fouad is exploring employment opportunities 
which will be balanced with his need to learn English. 
Batoul wishes to learn to sew and we will register her in 
the Cross Cultural Learner Thursday Sewing class as soon 
as the children are settled in school.

 We recently carried out an interim family needs as-
sessment to make sure they are getting along well and to 
hear any concerns or ongoing needs they may have.

 So far their needs and concerns are being met but 
are ongoing day by day.

 We are grateful to the volunteer interpreters who 
make themselves available to us in so many ways.  And 
to the other volunteers who have come forward to drive, 
provide computer technical, handyman and bus orienta-
tion services when required. 

 And of course the highlight of our time was the 
wonderful, warm welcome the parishioners gave the fam-
ily on August 7 at both the 10:30 and 12:30 Masses with a 
reception following both.  The family were overwhelmed 
by your enthusiasm, kindness and support.  Batoul on be-
half of the family thanks you for saving their lives. They 
are grateful and receive more than they expected.

Getting Accustomed to Canada
 During the summer, the children attended a half-day 
camp and took a school trip to a water park in Kitchener, 
which they really enjoyed. We have also taken them on 
excursions to the beach and to local parks.

 All in all, it has been a good and busy summer for 
the Ghazal girls.  They have enjoyed themselves, learned 
a lot and are eagerly looking forward to their first year 
of school in Canada. These children have remarkable  
resilience and personality, despite their past experience 
with war. 

 Once again, we thank the parishioners of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral for the “blessing” you are to the family and for 
your continued support.

Mary Howard on behalf of the Refugee Core Team

Some little experiences that tell the story . . . 
>> On a visit to their home recently, Itaf quietly got up 
went into the kitchen and a few moments later appeared in the 
living room with three lovely china cups and saucers-filled 
with coffee. These were accompanied with cookies, served on 
a silver tray offered with a smile, and then she graciously left. 
A very adult gesture from a 13- year-old.

>> When we arrived at the apartment we had put out art 
supplies and the children immediately started coloring. Hayat 
made a picture that she wanted me to take with me. It was a 
large eye with tear drops. Over the next few days we came to 
understand their grief at leaving their extended family behind 
as well as their profound appreciation to be here.

>> On their first Sunday we took the family to Storybook 
Gardens. Even though it was Ramadan, Fouad and Batoul did 
let the children eat when we went on an outing. The children 
had slushies, chicken nuggets, french fries and yes, ice cream 

sundaes, and then insisted on going on the Jumpy Tent. The 
mother in me thought, “oh no,” but they were jumping and 
laughing with full stomachs. This speaks to the incredible re-
silience and vibrant spirits they all have.

>> A couple of weeks in, we took the family to Port Stan-
ley. It was still a bit cool so we were thinking of just walking 
the beach and the boardwalk. But within minutes they were 
all ready to go swimming, including Batoul. We went to the 
change rooms and she reappeared in a black and white full 
Muslim bathing costume with silver jewellery on the front. 
She looked BEAUTIFUL.

>> Itaf, Hayat, Amira and Chahed were also enrolled in a  
summer day camp at the London Muslim Mosque for a week 
in August.  Thanks to volunteer drivers, Ed Kabel, Janet Jar-
dine and Carolyn Dennis, the girls were driven back and forth 
from their apartment to the mosque where they participated 
in a full day of activities. This fun week culminated in a bus 
trip to Bingemans Big Splash Water Park in Kitchener.

OUR REFUGEE FAMILY

Bishop Fabbro with the Ghazal family, parish clergy, the Refugee Core Team and friends.
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PIlGRIMAGE TO ThE MARTyRS’ ShRInE

 In designating 2016 as a Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 
encouraged the faithful to make pilgrimages to holy sites, to 
visit churches with Holy Doors in our home diocese and be-
yond, and to pray that the mercy of Christ may inspire our 
lives.

 As one way of enabling 
Catholics to carry out these 
missions, the Diocese of 
London organized a Year 
of Mercy Diocesan Pil-
grimage to the Martyrs’ 
Shrine in Midland, On-
tario, on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24. The year 2016 is 
a special one for the Shrine 
church as it is celebrating 
the 90th anniversary of its 
construction. The church 
and its grounds commemo-
rate the eight Jesuit saints 
who worked there with 
Wendat-Huron peoples in 
the mid-seventeenth cen-
tury; it is Canada’s only 
national shrine outside the 
province of Quebec.

 Once our Parish En-
gagement Committee learned 
of this event, members be-
gan planning a pilgrimage. 
Comfortable coaches were 
reserved (equipped with AC 
and washrooms), and arrange-
ments were made for touring 
nearby Sainte Marie among 
the Hurons, as were reserva-
tions for dinner. Opening reg-
istration to all parishes in the 
London Deanery enabled us 
to fill two buses with pilgrims 
from the Cathedral and many 
local churches.

 We gathered 
early that day on  
Maitland Street near 
St. Michael’s Church, 
where the schoolyard 
provided ample parking 
for our day away. 

 Just over 100  
tired pilgrims returned  
to London after a prayer-
ful day at a unique  
Canadian site. We had 
wondered at lives lived 
in the obscurity and pri-
vation of a rough mis-
sion village, and at the 
sad deaths of saintly 
men. We had prayed our 
private prayers in the 
church at the Martyrs’ 
Shrine, and worshipped 
as a community where 
Canadian saints are re-
membered and hon-
oured for their faith. 

 New bonds 
were forged with 
fellow pilgrims 
over our travels 
and worship and in 
a shared meal. We 
took home with us 
many impressions 
to be savoured in 
the coming years, 
and many of us 
fervently decided 
to return to Mid-
land for another 
pilgrimage another 
day. 

Hilary Neary

Photographs were taken 
by Jay Jeffery, Mila  
Michalak, Ted Misek  
and Hilary Neary.

CWl REPORT FAll 2016

 With a “Sizzling Summer” behind us, the CWL  
embraced September with a “RETREAT” which was held 
on September 10.  All ladies of the Parish were invited to  
participate in a day of spirituality beginning with Mass  
celebrated by Father Jim Mockler. Following Mass,  
refreshments were served in the Parish Hall.

          Valerie Grant, one of  our  
Spiritual Convenors, welcomed all.  
Julie Sans, CWL President, showed 
a power point presentation entitled 
“Women of Mercy.”

     Valerie introduced our guest 
speaker, Sr. Kathy O’Keefe CSJ, 
who  began with a quote from the  
book  written by Pope Francis, The 
Name of God is Mercy.  Sister Kathy  
provided a background on the  
founding of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
in France (1650), which consisted of 
six sisters.

 She took us on a journey of the organization of the  
order and its relocation to the U.S. and Canada.  They  
originally settled in Toronto in 1851 and moved to London 
in 1868.  In 1869, the sisters taught at St. Peter’s School and 
in 1880 worked at Mount Hope. They moved to St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in 1888. The hospital then consisted of 10 beds, 
three sisters and four doctors.  The School of Nursing was  
established in 1901.

 Sister Kathy continued with more of the history of 
the school, Mount St. Joseph, which has been sold and is  
currently a home to many seniors.  The Sisters have moved 
to an Eco-Friendly residence on Windermere Road which  
includes a hospice facility consisting of 10 beds and  
accommodations for families whose loved ones are patients at 
the hospice.

 The Sisters continue to be involved in our community 
in many ways.  Sister Kathy concluded by saying, “We Are 
Not Finished Yet and neither is God.”

 Valerie Grant led the ladies in a reflection and  
discussion, followed by luncheon.

 A busy September for sure –- St. Peter’s CWL  
participated in the Ministry Fair held on September 24-25.   

Our Membership Drive will take place during the weekend of 
October 22-23.

 Preparations are underway for the Christmas Bazaar to 
be held on November 5.  Strawberries have been prepared for 
jam;  pies and baking for treat trays will be under way soon.  
We ask that parishioners begin collecting new and gently  used 
items, Christmas decorations, clothing, etc. to be donated for 
the Bazaar.    The parish bulletin will announce a date when 
these items may be delivered.

 We wish everyone a HAPPY FALL SEASON.  Enjoy 
the Harvest and give thanks for all blessings we have received.

 Dora Dannecker

The Martyrs’ Shrine boasts a commanding site  
overlooking the Wye Valley wetlands.

CWL President  
Julie Sans

Sophia Tacak and Sr. Kathy O'Keefe at the luncheon

Attendees at the Retreat

After Mass we passed through 
 the Shrine’s Holy Door. It leads to grounds with  

monuments to saints, altar, and memorials.

Pilgrims on the path to  
Sainte Marie among the  

Hurons, where we watched an 
introductory video and took  
a quick tour of the village.

Many pilgrims celebrated the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Bishop Dabrowski and  
Bishop Fabbro processed to  

the sanctuary for Mass.

Father James Kelly S.J. talked to us 
about the Jesuit mission to the  
Hurons, the story of the eight  

Canadian martyrs’, and the building of 
the church in 1926. 

St. Peter’s Parish CWL 

   Annual Christmas Bazaar   
Date:  
Time:  
Where: 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
St. Peter’s Cathedral School Auditorium
533 Clarence St. (enter via Richmond St.) 

Tea Room Religious Items Toonie Table 
Jewelry Clothing Boutique Penny Table 

Bake Table Christmas Table Silent Auction 
Toys Plants Christmas Hamper 

Books Nearly New Table Door Prize 

FREE PARKING
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PARISh PICnIC JUnE 2016 PARISh PICnIC JUnE 2016

MInISTRy FAIR

 Over three hundred parishioners gathered at the  
London Life Recreation grounds on Sunday afternoon and  
evening, June 26 for a celebration of fellowship, food, softball and 
 other games. Organized by the Parish Engagement Committee 
under the planning genius of Jane Jeffery, fifty volunteers cooked, 
served, mingled, refereed games, painted faces, and played great 
music for the appreciative crowds. Here is a visual record of the  
festivities. 

      Should we do this again next year!!??

Families and friends enjoyed food and fellowship.

 Recipe for a very successful 
Parish Ministry Fair : take some 
unseasonably warm weather, 
add energetic dedicated volun-
teers, mix interested inquisitive 
parishioners and top off with 
refreshments and two tasty an-
niversary cakes, and you have 
five productive, informative 

festivities that left everyone fully satisfied.

 A total of 22 parish ministries and organizations joined together to host 
the Fair after all five Masses on the weekend of September 24-25. Hundreds 
of parishioners visited the various tables, chatted with the representatives, 
and then decided which groups to con-
sider for their volunteer involvement at 
St. Peter's. As one delighted parishio-
ner commented, "I never realized there 
were so many interesting organizations 
alive in the parish!"

 The Fair Weekend also marked 
the 90th anniversary of St. Peter's  
renowned Casavant organ, installed 
on September 26, 1926. Appropriate-
ly, parishioners were feted with two 
large "anniversary cakes" to mark the  
occasion, and they quickly disappeared 
from the tables.

 The parish ministries and com-
mittees welcome new volunteers at any 
time. Full information on all the oppor-
tunities to become more involved in 
parish life can be found on the St. Peter's  
website -- http://wp.dol.ca/webportal/
parish/web/view_parish/St._Peter's_
Cathedral_Basilica/1/90 or contact the 
parish office, 519-432-3475.

Ron Schroder’s band, “A Fifth of Jazz”,  
were a huge hit.
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 An ACCOUnT OF MERCy AT WORld yOUTh dAy, POlAnd, 2016  An ACCOUnT OF MERCy AT WORld yOUTh dAy, POlAnd, 2016

 We spent the Days in the Diocese in Łodtz, the home-
town of St. Faustyna Kowalska and St. Maximilian Kolbe. I 
went on a tour of where St. Faustyna grew up. Sisters of Our 
Lady of Mercy in full black habits were there to witness to 
St. Faustyna’s apostolate. Actors and actresses re-enacted her 
life story. St. Faustyna had a calling to religious life from her 
childhood, but her family refused to support her. So she put 
away the deepest desire of her heart and immersed herself in 
vain worldliness, until one day at a dance she saw a vision 
of Jesus wounded, bloody, and in pain. She dropped every-
thing and entered a convent in Warsaw without telling any-
one. There, she was to help bring Jesus’ mercy and the Divine 
Mercy Devotion to the world.

 During the tour we prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet in 
Polish. At the veneration of her relic, I prayed that all of my 
friends and family would know the mercy of Jesus. The relic 
was placed in a beautiful vessel on the sanctuary, and love and 
peace emanated from it. What I learned from St. Faustyna was 
her deep love for Jesus and trust in Him. During her vows, she 
fainted at the altar because the Lord gave her to see all that 
she would suffer for Him. She kept on loving Jesus and was 
obedient and humble in serving Him until her death. 

 Another Polish saint 
who touched my heart 
deeply is the martyr, St. 
Maximilian Kolbe. He 
was a Franciscan priest 
who loved Mother Mary 
deeply. I attended a tour 
about his life in Łodtz 
and learned much about 
his suffering. He was 
very naughty as a child, 
and the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to him with a 
smile and two crowns in 
her hands. She offered 
him a choice between 
the white crown of pu-
rity and red crown of 
martyrdom. He said he 
desired both.

  He was a top student and was tempted to live a success-
ful secular life. But his true calling was the priesthood and 
his talents were to be used for God! He started the Militia Im-
maculata (Army of the Immaculate One) to work for the con-
version of sinners and founded Rycerz Niepokalanów (Knight 
of the Immaculate), a devotional publication in honour of the 
Heart of Mary. 

 During World War II, Father Kolbe was taken to the 
Auschwitz concentration camp where his presence gave hope 
to many. One day a prisoner escaped, so the Nazi soldiers de-
cided they would starve 10 men to death as punishment. Say-
ing that he was a priest and had no family, Father Kolbe asked 
to replace one of the men who did have a family. He consoled 
the prisoners during the whole ordeal, led them in prayer to 
Our Lady, and assisted in their dying. What a blessing to have 
a priest present when you are being tortured to death! 

 After two weeks the soldiers returned, and Fr. Kolbe 
was the only one still alive. So they injected him with carbolic 
acid. He gave his life for Mother Mary and died a martyr. 
During WYD I received a Franciscan cross that symbolizes 
simplicity. As I wore it, I reminded myself that love is simple: 
you just give like Father Kolbe, who gave his life for love of 
Jesus and Mary.

 As we learned about the history of Poland and the 
saints, I felt we were very small. We were all filled with hope, 
love, and joy from the Heavenly Father. All of us brought our 
worries, troubles, and sufferings to the Lord. In Poland we 
received consolation from the Spirit in abundance. The Lord 
loves young people very much, and John Paul II wanted all 
young people to know this when he initiated the first World 
Youth Day.

  Those of us who attended this WYD know that we are 
loved by Jesus. We were chosen to go because we are loved. 
My parents must love me immensely to have helped me to 
go on this trip. The Lord wants to give each of us something 
unique. These gifts take many forms, reminding us that every-
thing indeed is God’s grace: the celebrations, the Sacraments, 
the land, the food, the joys, the sorrows, and above all, our 
neighbours! 

 After a week in Lodtz, we headed for Kraków for WYD 

itself. On our way we visited the shrine of Our Lady of Cze-
stochowa, where we brought our prayers before the famous 
Black Madonna and attended Mass. Arriving in Kraków we 
were introduced to our homestay, a beautiful, three-generation 
family. Not all of them spoke English, but they all spoke the 
language of charity. 

 The granddaughter and her father greeted us at the wel-
come night. They gave us an entire floor of their house, with a 
living room, bedroom, and kitchenette. Grandma was eager to 
connect with us and determined to learn English. She went to 
the supermarket to buy more food for us almost every morn-
ing. When one of our pilgrims was sick, the father gave her 
a hot drink with lemon and honey, saying that Grandpa is a 
beekeeper! On the last evening, Grandpa played his accordion 
for us! God has really blessed this family and we are forever 
thankful for their generosity.

 The people in Poland were welcoming. The locals were 
a bit overwhelmed because their tram system became so over-
loaded with pilgrims that they could hardly travel themselves. 
We often thanked them for their hospitality towards us. The 
joy of the WYD pilgrims was contagious. We sang every-
where we went— on the tram, in the streets, in the washroom.

 Our pilgrims were ecstatic to see all the beautiful places 
of Kraków -- the ancient Carmelite Church, the trumpeter of 
Town Square, the Shrine of St. John Paul II (where we saw 
the blood-stained cassock he was wearing during the attempt 
to assassinate him), the Divine Mercy Shrine, and Campus 
Misericordia, where we had our vigil!

 At the vigil, the Holy Father told us that we must dare 
to dream, and to never let anyone take away our energy. He 
stated that he really hates seeing young people looking sad 
and dismal, and seeming like they have retired at age 23. 

 He told us that two kinds of paralysis are dangerous 
for a young person. The first is indifference, where we shut 
off our connections with others. The second he termed “hap-
piness couch,” where we have “a couch for every suffering,” 
anaesthetizing our suffering instead of uniting it with Christ’s 
suffering. We are the ones to make a difference in our world 

torn by injustice and war. 

 We prayed for world peace si-
lently in front of the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament. Our can-
dles lit up the dark sky and our 
prayers stormed the heavenly 
shores.

 For peace to reign, it is up to 
us to cooperate with God’s 
grace. We ardently asked for 
this at the vigil. Peace is up to 
people who care and want to 
love the Lord and His people. 
One by one, we all can do our 
part. Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta, who was canonized on 
September 4, said, “Do small 
things with great love.” She 
told us that no matter what 

language we speak, we can always love by smiling, for “peace 
begins with a smile.” To bring love and mercy, Mother Teresa 
said, “Do not wait for leaders. Do it alone, person to person.” 

 The next morning, we woke up to sunrise and singing. 
Three million pilgrims gathered for the final Mass. As our ex-
perience in Poland ended, we realized that World Youth Day 
will live on in our hearts and will continue to transform us. We 
truly began to understand that God had decided to make our 
hearts His Merciful Heaven. The fact that God has done this 
was not only a truth for Catholics who really want to follow 
God: WYD was a tangible and deeply felt experience! Heaven 
is with us, and we want to bring His Love and Mercy to the 
world. That is how God blesses people, and how our “God 
bless you” becomes more than just lip-service. 

 At WYD, the Merciful Lord gave us to know that He 
loves us a lot and wants us not to be afraid to follow Him! 
When we love God and strive to do God’s will, even though 
we stumble, we have God and His Mercy! Misericordia!

Jennie Wang

Advent 
Day of Reconciliation
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2016

8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 a.m.

Celebrate this great gift of healing and peace in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation to come to  

Christmas restored and renewed.  
Several priests from across the city will be  

available throughout the day for Confession.

continued from page 1

Town Square of Kraków

St. Faustyna in Łodtz

Waiting to see the Pope

Relic of St. Faustyna, Łodtz

Campus Misericordia Day
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REPORT FROM yOUR PROPERTy And MAInTEnAnCE COMMITTEE 

“Lovely flowers are the smiles of God’s goodness!” 

    William Wilberforce (1759-1832)

 Many parishioners have commented on the improve-
ment in our lawns this year. They are well maintained, have 
retained their colour and are always neatly edged after cutting. 
The fertilizing and tidiness can be attributed to the care and 
attention to detail by our custodian Trent Fieldhouse and his 
part-time staff of volunteers.

 The improved flower beds leading up to the main en-
trance to the Cathedral have also drawn rave reviews. The 
mixture of annuals and perennials tastefully adorned with sea 
grass are now a favorite backdrop for wedding photos and 
visitor selfies alike.

 One visitor left the following note with an unsolicited 
cash donation in a visitor’s offertory envelope:

  “Beautiful flowers at the front of cathedral, adds so 
much beauty to the grounds. Please use this modest donation 
to purchase more flowers, or other supplies needed to main-
tain the flower beds. “

 “Kudos to the gardener!”

  It began last fall 
with eight dozen daf-
fodils and crocuses 
planted by our sac-
ristan Larry Lewis 
with help from Colin 
Gould. They bloomed 
nicely in the spring 
and it was a treat to 
see some of the cro-
cuses poke their heads 
through a thin layer 
of melting snow. This 
was followed by a 
large array of colour-
ful pansies planted in 
the two large pots. 

 Larry quickly 
became our resident 

volunteer horticulturalist and dedicated many hours over the 
summer and fall to tending the flower beds. In early June, he 
moved the pansies which, in his view, could not take the heat 
combined with humidity. He transplanted them to locations in 
the two large flower beds. Some summer annuals, specifically 
marigolds and blue ageratum, were added as well.

 In the fall the flower beds were refreshed with chry-
santhemums, fall asters, coreopsis and icicle pansies. As the 
pansies come to an end, Larry proposes to add icicle pansies 
along the inside borders of the flower beds. According to 
Larry, “They generally winter well and we should see them 
blooming again in the spring.”

 If you will pardon the cliche, Larry’s gardening wasn’t 
always a bed of roses. 
In June, he began his 
battle with the squir-
rel population. They 
insisted on digging up 
his bulbs and roots and 
he persisted in keep-
ing them away with 
a variety of chicken 
feces, mothballs and 
other times just stand-
ing guard. It was hard 
to tell who finally won. 
It was more akin to a 
standoff. 

 July brought 
new adversaries: the 
Japanese beetle and the 
earwigs. Larry wasted 
no time in bringing in 
the heavy artillery in 
the form of the Japa-
nese beetle trap for 
one and Bug-Be-Gone 
spray for the other. 
Larry could often be 
seen on his hands and 
knees near the flower 
beds busy planting, 
squishing Japanese 
beetles or waving his 
hands to shoo away 
summer insects. But it 
was all well worth the 
effort and resulted in 
the lovely garden that 
we all admire. 

By Mitch Lenko with 
files from Cathedral 

Connections.


