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 Cathedral Connections
We are a prayerful Christian Community built on justice and love, which embraces parishioners and others in need.

 Elsewhere in this edition of Cathedral 
Connections you will find a comprehen-
sive listing of ministries and committees.  
The people who serve in all of these  
areas are vital to the growth of parish 
life here at St. Peter’s – now and in the  
future – and you, of course, are welcome 
and invited to join them. 

 One thing we know for sure is that fu-
ture change and growth will cause us to 
have to look at things in a different light.

 The Diocese of London has been  
reflecting on this for some time. A task force is currently  
studying the future of pastoral care in our faith communities. 
As changes are proposed, parishes will be asked to give input, 
and that will happen as soon as more concrete proposals come  
forward.  In a previous weekly bulletin, you will have read 
about one model serving as a touchstone for consideration 
– a pastoral zone will be created consisting of three or more  
parishes each maintaining its own identity. The zone would  
have one pastor, possibly an associate pastor, pastoral ministers  
and administrative staff. Zone pastoral and finance councils will 
be formed to oversee ministry and administration.

 Rather than be apprehensive of upcoming  
proposals, I suggest we begin now to pray that we will be led  
in the direction God wants us to travel, to be the parish we are 
intended to be.  If our prayer is to humbly seek to see God’s 
hand in all this, we will not only survive but thrive, as we allow 
ourselves to be transformed.

 Transformed into what? The answer will come as a  
result of our prayer and discernment. However, I’m certain  
essential characteristics will mark our work in the days to come. 
Among them I see  a parish that is missionary, understanding our  
culture, countering it when necessary and reaching out to 

those in need…a parish that is marked by acceptance and  
forgiveness…. parish that is willing to be creative and take risks,  
and not be afraid to make mistakes as we move forward… a 
parish where authority is shared because we dialogue, reflect, 
respect others and work for the common good not protecting 
the faith defensively, but presenting it as an invitation to enter 
a relationship…a parish where the Scriptures, prayer and the 
Eucharist are applicable to and  lived out in everyday life .

 That is just a very small list, but I present it to  
encourage all of us to pray now as plans unfold and we are  
invited to participate fully.

 The season of Lent has provided us a time for listening. 
Lent is for searching for God – to listen through the usual ways 
of prayer, Mass and the sacraments, but also through new ways 
that will come from the events of life, as we reflect on what we 
are being taught by them.

  If we listen we’ll probably hear two voices: the  
continuing voice of temptation trying to seduce us away from 
letting the gospel touch my life and my society, and the strong 
but gentle voice of Jesus saying what he wants of you and me, 
how he would like us to live each day the faith that brings us 
here. Fr. Thomas Merton summed it up this way: “To allow one-
self to be carried away by a multitude of conflicting concerns, 
to surrender to too many projects, to want to help everyone 
in everything, is to succumb to violence.  The frenzy of our  
activism neutralizes our work of peace. It destroys our inner  
capacity for peace. It destroys the fruitfulness of our own work.” 

 The call on the first Sunday of Lent was to figure out 
what I need to do and where I need to go in order to listen.  This 
approach will carry us through the years ahead far beyond Lent. 

 On behalf of Bishop Fabbro and the Cathedral Basilica 
Staff, I wish you a Blessed Easter.

Fr. Jim Mockler

 Don Pumputis will be ordained to the priesthood for the 
Diocese of London on Saturday April 25, 2015.  He and his family 
have been regular parishioners of the Cathedral for many years.  
Here is Don’s story and his call to serve God.

 Don was raised in a typical Catholic home under the watch-
ful eye of his five older sisters.  He attended Mass regularly with 
his family at Holy Rosary parish.  He enjoyed fishing and golf and 
became a history buff, especially Roman history.  As a child he 
had a strong attraction to the Mass.  In his teens the attraction grew 
stronger, but Don had a different plan for his life, far from a call to 
the priesthood.  “Plan A” was to become a police officer.  He at-
tended Seneca College in Toronto and received a diploma in Law 
Enforcement.  Self-described as having a “soldier’s heart,” Don 
then felt a stronger call than to serve in policing. At age 22 he en-
listed in the French Foreign Legion, flew to Paris and was ready to 
embark on a five-year commitment.  But after only a month, Don 
realized that this was not where he should be.  So back he went to 

London and his “Plan B.” 

 For the next 13 or so years, Don served as a production 
supervisor at various automotive plants in Southwestern Ontario. 
Though his career was going well, his disappointment in “Plan 

Don Pumputis on the right w/friend Fr. Pat Fuerth
continued on page 2
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ANSWERING GOD'S CALL: DON PUMPUTIS 

continued

A” not working out produced a growing bitterness and anger 
in him directed to Christ about where he was going in his life. 
This bitterness and anger made him distance himself from the 
Church for a number of years. During this time, Don began to 
think more and more about ministry, but the ever present, “No, 
Lord,” in his heart prevailed.  Then things took a turn in his  
bitterness when one day he felt moved to celebrate the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation and to try to find a sense of peace 
in his life.  It was in this transforming encounter that he felt 
completely embraced by God’s love. God had touched his soul 
deeply and he was “welcomed back.”  Now onto “Plan C” -  
discerning God’s call to the priesthood.

 In the fall of 2009, Don entered St. Peter’s Seminary.  
Coincidently, the call or Don’s final answer to the call, came 
in the Church’s “Year of the Priest.”  Selling his home and  
leaving a good career, he has never looked back.  Finally, at the 
age of 41, the “tempest” that had filled his heart was replaced 
with a calm and peace he had never experienced before.  It was a  
discernment and decision that Christ intended for him, Don 
would say, from the beginning.  

 During his Seminary formation over the last six years, 
Don has come to understand and appreciate the Church in 2015: 
“The Church is a living entity - it expands and contracts.  There 
is a natural evolution with the Church - it will come back the 
way it should.  Trusting in God and the spirit to move through 
the many ebbs and flows of life.”   During his Pastoral Year at 
St. Michael’s in Leamington, Don had the opportunity to work 
in various areas of ministry - St. Vincent de Paul, First Friday 
calls and visiting the sick and homebound.  It was in these  
encounters that Don experienced “a tsunami of humanity  
coming on me.  Sitting down with people, getting to know them 
and their struggles, the wisdom and experience they shared with 
me.  The Lord was teaching me through these encounters.”  Don 
has also learned the importance of parish life and how the priest 
and the People of God must work in a collaborative manner.  
He understands the call and the need for all to work together to 
revive the parish and the apostolic spirit operative in the parish.

  When asked about his hope for his future ministry, Don 
replied: “I want to be a simple parish priest.  There are so many 
troubled people who need someone to listen to them, meet 
them where they are at, journey with them. I have had the “dark 
night” experience.  I have had the anger, bitterness and feeling 
that God was out to get me.  I have learned that God was with 
me through it all.  The “lost years” - don’t dwell on them.  I  
received the peace of Christ on that day at Confession - feel 
what I feel. The peace and tranquility I experience now is  
because I finally allowed God to direct me to where I should 
have been all along.”  

 Don’s family has always been very supportive of him 
throughout his life.  His parents have often watched from a 
distance, never imposing, allowing Don to experience what 
he needed to experience.  And all the while, praying for him, 
his sisters have often commented that he finally looks peaceful 
and happy!  They too are happy that he has finally found his 
vocation and answered God’s call. After telling his father and 
mother, his decision to enter the Seminary, his father said to 
him that his mother “has prayed the rosary for you every day.”  
Don firmly believes in the power of prayer!

 The Cathedral parish congratulates Don on his  
ordination to the priesthood on April 25th.  Our prayers will 
continue to be with him as he enters into full time ministry.  
Well done good and faithful servant, well done!

Cathryn Hall    

We Remember…
For everything there is a season,  

 and a time for every matter under heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather  
    stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace.

For that which is, already has been; that which is to be, already 
is; and God seeks out that which has gone by. 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, 15

Winifred Wojtak 
Jan. 12, 1932 - Feb. 11, 2015

Rosario Puzon Parras 
May 2, 1928 - Feb. 5, 2015

Patrick Joseph O'Brien 
June 14, 1947 - Feb. 17, 2015

Helen Timmers 
Nov. 12, 1940 - Nov. 30, 2014

continued from page 1

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue,  
Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allen

MEMBERS OF ST. PETER’S

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708
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BARRY MARCHEDDS
DISCOUNT
DRAIN
SERVICE

555 Third Street, London, ON N5V 2C1 

Telephone: 519-451-8342 
Fax : 519-451-3520 

www.discountdrain.ca

 

  

 

PALM SUNDAY  
March 28 & 29 
Parish Masses:  

OUR WEEK OF  
PRAYER BEGINS

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
March 30 

 

Bishop Fabbro joins with the 
priests and people from every 

parish of the Diocese of 
London to bless and  

consecrate the oils to be  
used in the celebration of the 

Sacraments throughout  
the coming year.

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
March 31 

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY 
WEEK 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

10:30 am-11:30 am 

EASTER TRIDUUM  

(The Three Holy Days)

HOLY THURSDAY 
 

The Mass of the Lord’s  

GOOD FRIDAY 
 

Morning Prayer: 9:00 am 
 

Good Friday Luncheon:  
 

The Passion of the Lord:  

HOLY SATURDAY 
 

Morning Prayer: 9:00 am 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Parish Masses: 8:30 am,  

PARISH STAFF . . . . . . . EXT.

 . . . 228 

 . 224 

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Terry McNamara. . . . . .  

 

. . . . . 221 

 

Pastoral Minister . . . . . . . . 225 

Administrator . . . . . . . . . 226 

RoseMary Cleary, 

 

Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222 

 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . 221 

You Can Reach Us At…
519-432-3475

FAX: 519-432-5358

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro C.S.B. 

Bishop of London

Fanshawe Park Rd.

York Street

Exeter Rd.

Queen’s Avenue

King Street
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St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica

Dufferin Avenue

The Celebration of Holy Week

Hilary Bates Neary   
- Editor 

Cathryn Hall 
Mitch Lenko 
Ina Pakkert 

Susan Brown

Cathedral  
Connections  
Committee ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY

CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING MAKES SENSE

   be remembered.

   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.

   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the completion 

of its latest project which honours the wishes of Pope John 

Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of praying the 

Rosary.

The project has also provided for the cemetery needs  

of those who are more comfortable with the option of  

cremation and the many choices that this opens up to them.

CATHOLIC

CEMETERIES
         M I N I S T RY

Caring for the living and  
faithful departed as we await  
the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information concerning our many services.

For further information please contact a Family Service Counsellor.

ST. PETER'S CEMETERY AND
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
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This is the new slogan of the National Catholic Women’s 
League: 

ONE HEART – Filled with mercy,  
compassion and holiness

ONE VOICE – United in harmony,  
to speak the truth with courage and zeal

ONE MISSION – witnessing to the Good News of the  
gospel through personal encounter and joyful service

 In spite of this year’s FRIGID FEBRUARY, the ladies 
of St. Peter’s Catholic Women’s League persevered with 
many activities.  

 Partnering with the Knights of Columbus, Outreach 
Ministries and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, the CWL 
helped prepare and serve a “Winter Welcome” dinner on 
January 24th to approximately 140 clients and guests of St. 
Vincent de Paul.  The Knights cooked a ham dinner with 
all the trimmings.  The meal was plated by the Catholic  
Women’s League and served by Outreach and St. Vincent de 
Paul.  This annual event, organized by Deacon Len Hughes, 
was an outstanding success as witnessed by the happy  
people in attendance.

 February 7th challenged us with extremely cold 
weather. But our meeting and Pot Luck were enjoyed by 
all those members attending. Our Spring Newsletter was 
ready for distribution and contained a financial statement of  
Operations, meeting the criteria handed down by the  
National Council. It was fully discussed at the March 7th 
meeting.

 As a Lenten offering commencing on Ash Wednesday 
(February 18th) following the noon Mass, the CWL served 
a lunch consisting of homemade soup, sandwiches and  
dessert.  This Wednesday lunch continued throughout Lent, 
with the exception of Holy Week. There was no set charge 

for the lunch but a free will 
offering was appreciated.  
Funds generated from these 
lunches help to support 
many charities through our 
CWL donations. 

 On February 22nd,  
a reception for  
approximately 300 people 
following the Diocesan Rite 
of Election was held at St. 
Peter’s.  Trays of food were 
provided by churches of the London Central Committee, 
including Holy Cross, Holy Family, Mary Immaculate,  
St. Andrew the Apostle, St. George, St. John the Divine,  
St. Justin’s, St. Martin of Tours and St. Patrick’s.  

 Another amazing cooperative effort of the London 
Central Committee was the reception following the Mass 
of Chrism on March 30th. Parishes from across the Diocese 
send representatives to this Mass to obtain Chrism oils to be 
used throughout the year in their churches at baptisms, to 
anoint the sick and dying and at ordinations.

 Helen McCaffrey represented St. Peter’s at the World 
Day of Prayer which was held at St. George’s Anglican 
Church on Friday, March 6th.  This year’s celebration  
featured the Bahamas and the theme was “Do you know 
what I have done for you?”  A luncheon (based on  
Bahamian recipes) was served following the service.

 We look forward to spring when the Diocesan  
Convention will be held on April 20, 21 and 22 at the 
Best Western Lamplighter Inn in London. This year, the  
Affirmation Mass (of the Diocesan Executive) will be held 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral on Tuesday, April 21nd.  Bishop 
Fabbro will be the celebrant and will be joined by many  
diocesan priests and spiritual advisors. Following the Mass, 
a banquet will be held at the Lamplighter Inn.

 As we anticipate more parish activities this Spring 
we appreciate your ongoing support and wish everyone a  
Happy Easter.

Dora Dannecker

CWL

NEWS FROM THE PROPERTY AND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

 Family Day on February 16th was intended to 
be a holiday spent with our families – not so for your  
custodian, nor your Business Administrator.  Both  
responded to early morning messages from the company 
monitoring the Cathedral water system indicating there 
was little or no water pressure in the sprinkler system in 
the church. The Fire Department received the same signal 
and it responded with trucks and sirens. 

 A quick inspection of the pipes servicing the fire 
suppression and sprinkler systems in the northwest corner 
of the former boiler room, situated below grade, indicated 
that the extreme cold weather overnight had taken its toll. 
The minus 30 degrees outside temperature had frozen  
water in some of the pipes inside the building. Even 
dials on controls were frozen. Trent Fieldhouse, our  
custodian, immediately shut down the system and  
contacted the company who installs and manages the  
water sprinkler system in the church.  An emergency  
technician arrived and confirmed that water had frozen in 
the pipes, but it didn’t appear that there were any cracks 
in them.  The water would have to thaw first before they 
could see if any of the pipes would leak. 

 The technician recommended that a room of some 
type be built, as soon as possible, in the northwest corner 
of the room. This would surround the pipes and controls 
so as to direct and retain whatever heat was coming from 
the single overhead heater.  Trent recalled that there were 
a large number of tarpaulins left over from work that had 
been done on the roof years earlier. With the assistance of 
one of his volunteers, he put together walls of tarpaulins 
hanging from rafters to floor level.  It was just enough 
to prevent any further freezing. Trent referred to this  
structure as the “White House.”

 We requested the London Public Utilities  
Commission to turn off the water line leading from  
Richmond Street to that corner of the building.  Because 
of the high volume of calls the PUC received that day 
from other property owners with frozen pipes, city crews 
were able to reach the Cathedral only seven hours later. 
Within a couple of days they installed a second and larger 
overhead heater and the pipes gradually thawed.  After 
several more days, the city was able to restore water to 

continued on page 5
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NEWS FROM THE PROPERTY AND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE continued

the Cathedral. 

 Fortunately there were no serious leaks in any of 
the piping system and, with two overhead heaters now in 
operation, we were assured that there was no longer any 
threat from extreme cold. Since that date, we experienced 
two more nights of extreme cold. Happily, the water  
system and piping has functioned without incident.

New Committee Members
 A request for new committee members in the last 
issue of Cathedral Connections received an excellent 
response. Our four new members combine a variety of 
backgrounds and skill sets, all related in some degree to 
the task of overseeing the maintenance and upkeep of 
the Cathedral and its adjoining property. One had been 
the recipient of an Architectural Conservancy Award 
for two different properties, another was an industrial  
designer, a third comes with construction experience  
in home renovations and a fourth had been responsible 
for the power plant at Kings University College.

 The committee’s first meeting in early February 
was very timely. Several days earlier a large number 
of tiles had fallen from the wall in the first floor ladies  
washroom in the Parish Centre. Because of the age of the 
tiles and their condition, the committee recommended 
that the remaining tiles be removed and replaced with 
more contemporary ones. Since the tiles were behind the 
only sink, we agreed that the existing plumbing could  
accommodate two sinks. Each could be positioned in 
a new, inexpensive, do-it-yourself assembled cabinet. 
When placed side by side in front of the new tiling, they 
would add great utility to the room. And they did.

 From there, the committee did a walk around the 
entire Parish Centre making many helpful comments 
and observations. In the second floor men’s room, they 
recommended replacing stained, corkboard window  
coverings with coloured plexiglass. It became quickly 
and abundantly clear that fresh eyes were providing many 
useful and practical suggestions. 

 The committee moved to the church and first  
inspected the vestry. Here ceiling tiles had been  
coming loose from time to time, even though they had 
been secured on earlier occasions.  With the ordination 
of the new auxiliary bishop scheduled for April 14th, 
and the ordination of Dan Pumputis to the priesthood on  
April 25th, this project was deemed a priority. It would  
be truly unfortunate and embarrassing if a tile dropped  
on or near a member of the church hierarchy – or any 
member of the clergy, for that matter.   

 Work in the vestry began on March 9th, and is 
scheduled to be completed before Palm Sunday. The old 
ceiling tiles and gypsum substrate are being removed and 
replaced with new drywall. Then a new textured ceiling 
will be applied that should diminish any appearance of 
unevenness caused by old timber joists. The entire room 
will then be repainted to conceal earlier drywall imper-
fections in the walls.

 One of the committee then pointed out the numer-
ous brass inlays on the floors of the two side altars. They 
were tarnished but otherwise in excellent condition. He 
explained that they could easily be restored with a special 
cleaner. Several days later, he came to the Cathedral and 
demonstrated how this could be done.  Then he, and a 

second committee member volunteered to undertake the 
work themselves.   

 The day of inspection ended with an exciting  
discussion about improving the lighting in the sanctuary 
by replacing conventional bulbs with LED (light-emitting 
diode) ones. These would highlight and bring enhanced 
visibility to our beautiful altar, the ambo, the priest’s chair, 
the Bishop’s throne and accompanying chairs and the six 
Angels of Easter in the arches of the apse at the north end 
of the sanctuary.  We hope our budget will allow us to 
complete that work sometime soon.

 The existing committee members – acting chair 
Chris Halls, Trent Fieldhouse, and Mitch Lenko – are 
grateful to our four new members for adding new and 
welcome dimensions to the Property and Maintenance 
Committee. They are Ted Misek, John Koval, Andrzej 
Ciesielka, and Pat O’Connor. Greetings and thank you 
all!

From the files of Cathedral Connections

Ricky, our handyman and bulletin advertiser,  
working on the women's washroom

Continuation of work in the vestry

Beginning the ceiling repairs in the vestry

continued fron page 4
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THE ANGELS OF EASTER

Holding host and chalice Holding lance and rod

 In the apse of St. Peter’s Cathedral behind the  
altar are seven arches, in six of which there are angels  
holding symbols of Christ’s Passion. From a distance, 
each angel appears to be suspended above clouds and 
surrounded by a glowing mosaic background. On closer 
examination, the viewer can see that these are paintings, 
not mosaics, and though there is uniformity to the wings, 
clothing, and stance of the angels, there are also subtle  
differences. Some angels are gazing outward at us, and 
others are thinking inward thoughts, with their eyes 
closed. 

 Facing north and looking left (or west), the first  
angel is holding a whip and hammer: the whip was used 
to flog Christ when he appeared before Pilate and the  
hammer, to fasten his hands and feet to the cross.  The 
next angel carries a host and chalice, emblematic of the 
central truth and mystery of our faith. A lance used to 
pierce Jesus’s side and a rod holding a sponge dipped in 
vinegar are held by the last angel on that side of the apse. 

 To the right of the Bishop’s throne (east), the next 
angel is carrying a crown of thorns like the one placed 
on Christ’s head as he was mocked by Pilate’s men. The 
fifth angel bears a heavy cross and the last angel holds a 
broken pillar, reminding us of the rending of the temple 
curtain, the shaking earth and the opening of tombs after 
Christ’s death.

 The stillness of the angels and their steady inward or 
outward gaze make the instruments of Christ’s torture and 
death and the symbols of his everlasting life more power-
ful than if these angels had been depicted in fierce move-
ment and passionate emotion. They have been painted 
with great spiritual intelligence by an artist whose visual 
message conveys the deep truths of the Easter narrative. 
Who was that painter?

 Sometime in 1925, Bishop Michael Francis  
Fallon began planning the decoration of St. Peter’s  
Cathedral with its rector, Rev. Mgr. John F. Stanley.  
Stained glass windows were commissioned from the  
Toronto firm of Robert McCausland Ltd. Additional  
woodwork and new Stations of the Cross were supplied 
by the Globe Furniture Company of Waterloo.  For the 

painting of the interior, Bishop Fallon engaged an Italian 
artist and church decorator based in New York City, Ilario 
Panzironi.

 St. Peter’s was closed for eighteen months while 
the decoration was carried out. We can imagine the  
interior full of scaffolding for the installation of windows 
and to support Panzironi and his men. They decorated the  
vaulted ceilings of the Cathedral, painted scenes from 
the life of St. Peter flanking the arches between the nave 
and the transepts, illuminated the walls of the nave and 
transepts beneath the clerestory windows with vines and 
scrolls and images of saints, and painted apostles and  
angels high, high up (almost out of our sight), above the 
clerestory windows.

 I have been researching the artist, Ilario  
Panzironi. The internet has been partially useful,  
connecting me with microbytes of data, but I can tell 
you only something of his life. He was born in Italy  
(according to his petition for naturalization) in 1868, 
and emigrated to the United States in 1885. He became 
an American citizen in 1891 and married Mary Corsi, 
also Italian, the following year in Manhattan. In census  
records and city directories to which the internet has  
given me access, I found that Panzironi always described  
himself as an artist or painter doing church work, was  
self-employed and lived in various parts of New York 
City or New Jersey. By 1920 he was widowed and lived 
with two daughters, Helen and Edith. It is possible that 
he also had two sons, Renato (sometimes Renard) Ilario, 
and Richard Ilario. Links to them both as church artists 
can be found on internet sites. They may have been the 
principals of Panzironi Brothers Studio. 

 Doubtless, Ilario Panzironi contributed to the  
decoration and artistic illumination of many more  
churches in the United States and Canada than the internet  
reveals. Perhaps the first Canadian church he worked 
at was St. Mary, Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows in  
Kitchener, Ontario, in 1912.  (Note to our new  
Community Engagement Committee: is this a possible 
destination for a bus trip?) 

 A few years after his work on our Cathedral,  

Holding a whip and hammer
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THE ANGELS OF EASTER continued

Panzironi decorated the interior of St. Aedan’s Church 
at Saint Peter’s University in Jersey City, NJ. He  
painted murals and designed mosaics that include  
portraits of saints and the Stations of the Cross. Many of 
these beautiful works can be seen on the Church’s  
website where he is described as one “of the Panzironi  
Brothers Studio of New York City. Descendants of  
sixteenth-century artisans in Florence, the  
Panzironis were renowned for their work on churches  
and cathedrals in Europe. In 1926, Pope Pius XI knighted  
Ilario Panzironi with the title of Papal Count for his  
artistic work at the Vatican.” 

 The same praise for the work of Ilario Panzironi 
and his New York studio is echoed in the description of 
the work the family did at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Medina, NY. Now part of Holy Trinity Parish 
in the Diocese of Buffalo, St. Mary’s was built in 1902 
and was redecorated in 1940 by the Panzironi Brothers 
Studio under the direction of Ilario himself.

 When St. Peter’s Cathedral reopened in  
ecclesiastical pomp and circumstance during  
“Catholic Week” in September 1926, the London Free  
Press reporter covering the event wrote: “High walls, 
once stern in architectural artistry, now rose in many  
colors over serried ranks of worshippers. Panzironi, an 
Italian craftsman in mural art, had wrought this change.” 

 The London Advertiser also was struck by the new 
beauty of the Cathedral: “The interior presented a new 
picture of the old St. Peter’s. The once dim, gray walls 
showed the master touch of the mural decorators – royal 
purple, royal blue, crimson and gold, traceries of yellows 
and filmy tints of greens . . . The warmest colors glowed 
about the chancel, where from aloft the fusing lights 
from the great stained glass windows cast their heavenly  
reflections upon the painted walls.”

 Father James P. Fallon O.M.I. gave the homily at 
the Solemn Pontifical Vespers and Benediction on the  
evening after the Cathedral reopened for worship, Sunday,  
September 26, 1926. St. Peter’s was filled to  
overflowing, and his homily was carried to those  
listening outside over the broadcasting service of radio 

station CJGC. He described the joy that Catholics were 
feeling over the accomplishments being celebrated that 
week – the decoration of the Cathedral and St. Mary’s 
Church (also by Panzironi), and the opening of three  
other Catholic institutions in London – St. Peter’s  
Seminary, Brescia Hall and a residence for nurses at  
St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

 Referring to the Cathedral he concluded: “You 
are to be congratulated on the temple you have built, 
adorned and furnished to the glory of God and his 
saints. Your forbears laid the foundations and built the  
superstructure. They were comparatively few in numbers, 
yet they began in splendid proportion and design. They  
built these massive walls and placed thereon the roof. 
They left the rest for their children and grandchildren to 
complete. To them the cathedral was a house of God. I 
pray that when the day comes for you it will be for you an 
entrance to the life eternal.” Amen!

 On October 20, 1926, Ilario Panzeroni presented to 
Bishop Fallon with his compliments, a portfolio of sepia 
images of all of the paintings he had done in St. Peter’s 
Cathedral – the angels, apostles, and saints, and the scenes 
from the life of Saint Peter. This volume is now part of 
the Diocesan Archive. Cathedral Connections has plans 
to publish images from this portfolio and photographs 
of the paintings Panzironi did in the Cathedral. These  
illustrations will be accompanied by explanatory texts, 
the purpose being to better understand both Bishop  
Fallon’s choices and the iconography of Panzironi’s  
Catholic art. 

 Your editor intends to spend time in the Diocesan 
Archives this spring in the hope that Bishop Fallon’s  
papers may shed light upon the directions he gave to  
Ilario Panzironi for the decoration of St. Peter’s Cathedral. 
I will let you know the results in a subsequent issue of 
Cathedral Connections. The photographs shown here of 
the sanctuary angels were taken by Mr. Terry Fieldhouse, 
the father of our custodian, Trent Fieldhouse. We are most 
grateful to him for bringing these images down to where 
we can see them better and understand them more. 

Hilary Neary

Holding crossHolding crown of thorns Holding part of a broken pillar
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LITURGICAL MINISTRIES  
 The liturgy is at the heart of our Catholic faith.  When we gather together at  

Eucharist each Sunday we become a visible sign of Christ’s presence in the world.   

Each one of us has been called and gifted by God to be that presence.  The liturgy  

provides many opportunities to use your gifts to build up the Body of Christ.

Hospitality 
The Ministers of Hospitality represent the welcoming face of our community.  They 

are graced with the opportunity to extend Christ's love in this way to both friend and 

stranger.  Ministers of Hospitality welcome those who gather for the celebration, provide 

assistance and care when needs arise, answer inquiries, take up the collection, organize 

the gift procession and distribute bulletins and other pertinent information at the end of 

Mass.

Altar Server 
Altar Servers assist in all aspects of the liturgical celebration.  The actions of these  

individuals highlight the ritual that is so much a part of the liturgy that we celebrate.  

They bear witness to the importance and reverence of the celebration and help to  

ensure that the liturgy unfolds with grace and dignity.

Reader  
As God’s Word speaks to us through the scriptures, God speaks to the gathered through 

the proclamation of scripture by the reader.  By proclaiming the scriptures in the  

liturgical assembly, the reader  brings to birth the living Word of God and reminds  

us that God’s Word is alive here and now.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist the presider in the distribution of the 

Body and Blood of Christ to the gathered assembly.  As ambassadors of the Eucharistic 

Table, they may also bring communion to those of our community who are unable to be 

with us.   

Music Ministry 
Music serves to excite, create, challenge and unite us in prayer.  Along with the spoken 

word, music helps to put a further voice to our faith and enables us to be touched by 

the very mysteries of God as we unite together in prayer.  Ministers of Music lead and 

encourage the assembly in song and support the liturgical action through music.  The 

ministry of music enlists both choir members and instrumentalists to support the sung 

prayer of the community.

The Cathedral has 4 choirs that serve the liturgy in various capacities.

Cathedral Singers:  
The Cathedral Singers lead the music ministry at the 10:30am Mass and other diocesan 

celebrations throughout the liturgical year.  

Contemporary Choir: 
The Contemporary Choirs leads the music ministry at the 7:30pm Mass and other  

diocesan celebrations throughout the liturgical year.  

Children’s Choir 
The Children’s Choir leads music ministry once a month at our Sunday celebration.

Resurrection Choir 
The Resurrection Choir encourages and supports the assembly’s sung prayer at funerals. 

Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild is responsible for the weekly upkeep of God’s house and in preparing 

the church for Sunday Eucharist.  The duties of this quiet service to our parish includes 

light cleaning and care for the altars, sanctuary and holy water fonts in the church.
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SACRAMENTAL MINISTRIES
 The Sacraments of the Church continue God’s work of salvation in our present 

day.  The sacraments are visible signs of the invisible reality of God and his great love 

for us all.  These signs of grace were instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church.  

Each sacramental event offers us an encounter with Christ leading us to the Father in the 

Spirit, together with the community of believers.  In that experience of faith and grace, 

we share a deeper, loving union with the Lord and the community.

 The parish provides preparation for all those desiring to receive the sacraments for 

the first time.

Baptism 

The parish hosts monthly preparation classes for parents and godparents of infants and 

children to be baptized.  Baptisms are celebrated once a month on a Sunday afternoon. 

1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion  
Preparation, in-class and at home, is provided for baptized children of our parish who 

have reached the age of 7 and would like to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation 

and Communion.  First Reconciliation is celebrated prior to Lent.  First Communion is 

celebrated during the Easter Season.  Children enrolled in the Catholic education system, 

who receive preparation through the school, are encouraged to celebrate the sacrament in 

their home parish.

Confirmation 

Preparation classes are provided for young people in Grade 8 and older wishing to 

receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  Children enrolled in the Catholic education 

system, who receive preparation classes through the school, are welcome to celebrate the 

sacrament in their home parish.

Preparation classes are also provided for adults who have received Baptism and  

Eucharist but have not celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation.

RCIA 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults models the practice of the early Church in 

which unbaptized individuals, after a lengthy period of spiritual preparation, were re-

ceived into the Church through Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process for adults inquiring and 

seeking initiation into the Catholic Church.  After hearing God’s word, these  

candidates come forward to accept and understand the mission of Christ and the truths  

of the Catholic Church.  Weekly gatherings consist of prayer, catechesis (teaching), 

reflection and sharing as we come to discover where God is calling each individual.   

The process is open to all those not baptized. 

The RCIA is not only a journey of faith for the person but for the entire community.   

It is through renewal and conversion within the entire community that we provide an  

example of Christian living for those inquiring into the faith.  Within the community, 

sponsors are called forward to support and accompany candidates on their journey.   

The prayerful support of the whole community is essential to the spiritual welfare of the 

inquirer.

Preparation is also provided to those baptized in other Christian faiths, seeking full  

communion with the Catholic Church through a profession of faith and the sacraments  

of Confirmation and Eucharist.  The preparation (formation) acknowledges the  

candidates’ baptismal dignity and honours their faith journey.

Marriage Preparation 
The Cathedral offers two Marriage Preparation courses a year in February and  

November.  The weekend consists of talks and discussions on all aspects of married life 

presented by married couples of the parish along with members of the Pastoral Team.
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Our Principles:
We believe in:  
Sacred Scripture Hospitality   Relevance

Forgiveness and Love Respect & Compassion  Communication

Lived-experiences Outreach   Accountability

Our Values:  Our Vision:
Liturgy Celebrating Our Faith

Diversity Experiencing the Joy of the Gospel

Engagement of Our People Journeying Together

Stewardship A Living Witness

Our Mission:
We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel, committed to engaging 

each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ.

As we continue to respond to our parish plan, now is the time to reflect on where God is 

calling you to become involved in the life of our parish through the various ministries and 

committees we have at St. Peter’s.  God gives each of us gifts and invites us to share them.  

At the Cathedral we have many opportunities to share our gifts to be of service to others, 

to journey through faith and liturgy, and to assist and support the growth and development 

of our Cathedral parish community.  Opportunities and invitations for involvement occur 

throughout the year.  Please prayerfully consider where you can share your gifts and tal-

ents with your parish family. 

In fall 2014, we presented our parish plan Journeying Together: Building our Future.  This plan was developed by the input you gave us through 
the survey, focus groups and interviews in the previous year.  For that we are grateful.  Here are the foundation stones for our plan: 

Welcome to Our Parish of St
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Jesus asks us to reach out and help people: “For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you  

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care  

of me, I was in prison and you visited me”(Matthew 25:35-36).

The Cathedral offers many opportunities to get involved in outreach activities as 

we serve the needs of the parish and wider community.

Community Outreach 
Members of the Community Outreach Committee explore the immediate needs of the 

downtown community through various outreach opportunities.  They support the work 

of the Daily Bread Food Bank and the Fellowship Centre at St. Paul’s Cathedral through 

food drives and monetary collections and by providing volunteers.  Each January they 

coordinate the Winter Welcome Meal.

Missions Committee  
The Missions Committee’s purpose is to increase parishioner awareness of World  

Missions and to develop empathy for those in poverty.  Through parish support  

financially and spiritually, its members undertake projects nationally and globally  

that alleviate poverty through sustainable development.  By putting a human face on  

our giving, the parish community develops a sense of solidarity with the people we 

serve.  The committee also oversees Development and Peace initiatives.

Parish Visitation 
Those confined to their homes or nursing homes are a vital part of our community and 

are in need of prayerful support and the opportunities to stay connected with the parish 

community.   Caring and compassionate parishioners pay visits and may be called upon 

to take Holy Communion to them. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry gathers to pray, listen to inspiring music and to knit or 

crochet prayer shawls and afghans for those in need of comfort and prayer.  The prayer 

shawls are then distributed to members of our community in homes, schools and  

nursing homes.

OPERATIONAL COMMITTEES 
The parish has various committees that assist the Rector and Parish Team in the 

day-to-day operations of the parish, such as finance, property and maintenance, pastoral 

planning and communication.  

Parish Pastoral Council 
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body that advises and assists the Rector 

and Pastoral Team in making St. Peter’s Cathedral a vibrant faith community.  It  

investigates, develops and makes recommendations in the pastoral planning of the  

parish in accordance with the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and other Diocesan initiatives.  

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee is a consultative body that provides advice and makes  

recommendations to the Rector on the financial, property and human resources of the 

parish.  The committee prepares an annual operating budget, a five-year capital plan  

and monitors financial performance during the year.

Property and Maintenance Committee 
The Property and Maintenance Committee advises the Rector on all matters of upkeep 

and maintenance of the Cathedral, Parish Centre and church grounds. 

Communications Committee 
The Communication Committee provides guidance, direction and initiatives  

concerning all aspects of the Cathedral’s communication processes, both internally  

and with the media. This would include branding and logo on all parish  

communications, weekly bulletin, website and other parish publications.

Cathedral Connections Committee 
The Cathedral Connections Committee is responsible for producing the parish  

newspaper, Cathedral Connections, published four times a year with a readership of 

7500 people.  Its mandate is to inform parishioners about parish activities, provide 

features on the news and events of the Cathedral parish and be a means of connecting 

parishioners to their community and faith.   

Offertory Collection Counters 
Each week, volunteers meet to assist in counting the weekly offertory collection.

Parish Office Assistant 
Throughout the year, our administrative staff need assistance in carrying out extra office 

duties.  These duties include putting inserts into the weekly bulletin and collating  

material for mail-outs.

The parish has a variety of other groups and committees that serve the Cathedral 

in many ways. These offer opportunities to get involved in the parish, share gifts and 

talents and continue to build the community of St. Peter’s.  

Community Engagement 
This newly created committee creates social experiences and events to address the 

diversity of interests and perspectives of our parish, allowing us to meet one another, to 

contribute and to be fully engaged parishioners.

Faith Development 
This newly formed working group will respond to the needs of faith development and 

on-going spiritual formation, with the goal of providing diverse opportunities for  

parishioners to learn about, to grow and to engage in their personal faith development.  

Small Christian Communities 
Small Christian Communities gather monthly to explore faith in small groups of six to 

ten people. Groups share faith and explore the mystery of God working in their  

everyday life.  Currently, there are two faith sharing opportunities offered:  

Celebrating the Word which meets monthly and Why Catholic? Journey Through  

the Catechism, two six-week sessions each year.

Christian Meditation 
This group enhances faith formation through prayer and meditation using the John  

Main method of meditation.  The weekly experience involves listening to an  

audiotape and participating in a prayerful, timed meditation. 

Cathedral Tours  
Every year the Cathedral has numerous requests from groups and organizations to tour 

our magnificent and historical building.  Guides are available to give tours explaining 

the history, decorative features and unique treasures of the church.

Catholic Women’s League 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national organization rooted in  

gospel values calling its members to holiness through service to the people of God.   

The council engages in fundraising to support its charitable endeavors.  Meetings  

consist of business, spiritual development, social activities and diocesan initiatives.

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus are a fraternal and social organization of Catholic men who 

embrace service to the Church, community and family.  They host numerous parish 

events and fundraising activities for various charities.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic organization whose mission is to 

live the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice and joy.   

The Society provides outreach in our parish neighbourhood by visiting neighbours in 

need, and by providing vouchers for food, furniture and household items.  Opportunities 

are also available for volunteer work at the St Vincent de Paul Store on York Street.

Legion of Mary 
The Legion of Mary was founded in Dublin, Ireland on 7 September, 1921. It is a lay 

Catholic organization whose members give service to the Church on a voluntary basis in 

almost every country. The object of the Legion of Mary is the glory of God through the 

sanctification of its members by prayer and apostolic works.

Secular Order of Franciscans   
The Secular Franciscan Order is an order of the church comprised of secular laity and 

clergy whose members, together with the religious Franciscan order, live out their lives 

in the spirituality of St. Francis of Assisi.  The order is comprised of various fraternities 

of which St. Peter’s is one.

For more information and inquiries regarding any of these  
ministries and committees please contact the parish office.  

Come and join us as we  
“Journey Together: Building our Future”

Cathryn Hall

OTHER PARISH GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS
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St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 
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MAY IS LEAVE A LEGACY MONTH

There are legacies and there are legacies!

Jon Gordon, a celebrated U.S. author, 
motivational speaker and consultant, maintains that 
every one of us is going to leave a legacy of some type. 
The question for each of us to determine is what kind of 
legacy will we leave. Some may pursue a legacy of 
excellence wherein they strive to always be their best. 
Their legacy would be to serve as a role model for others 
that follow. Still others may leave a legacy of 
encouragement and reassurance, the capacity to 
instill faith and trust. A third legacy could be that 
of love, as transmitted from a loving parent or 
spouse. Then there are those who leave a legacy of 
purpose, who use their talents and strength for an 
intention beyond themselves. In that fashion they 
energize others to do the same.  

In Canada, Leave a Legacy Month brings a national 
public awareness program designed to encourage people 
to leave a gift through their wills or through other legal 
instruments to charities or non-profit organizations.  It 
encourages people, regardless of their income or 
station in life, to support charities either in their lifetime 
or in their wills. If everyone did so, the impact would be 
immeasurable.

It is widely acknowledged that financial 
assistance is essential to support and sustain charitable 
work. That is also true of churches, including St. Peter’s 
Cathedral Basilica. One hundred and thirty years ago, our 
predecessors supported the construction of the 
Cathedral.  Since that time, parishioners and friends of
the Cathedral have maintained the church and its 
ministries by their continuing support. We have all 
benefitted from their generosity in that we continue to 
enjoy a beloved place of worship and a monument to 
faith. It now falls to us, as Cathedral parishioners and 
friends, to continue that legacy tradition and to include 
the Cathedral in our estate plans. This would ensure a 
place of prayer for our children, grandchildren and the 
generations that follow. 

Data compiled by the Canadian Association of 
Gift Planners and released this year showed that 81% of 
Canadians contribute to charitable organizations 
throughout their lifetime. Research shows, however, that 
only 7% continue this support through gifts in wills or 
estate plans. As a father and grandfather, I am well aware 
of the tendency to show my affection for my children 
and grandchildren by leaving them as much as possible.  

But what if I left 1% of my estate, or 5%, or even 10% 
to the church? Could my heirs get by without that small 
percentage? Would they miss it? Would they think that I 
loved them any less because of it? Or would they think 
I loved them more? Why not ask them? Estate planners 
will often advise that you should review the terms of your 
will with your family. 

The Importance of a Will

Without a will, there is no assurance that your 
property will be distributed according to your wishes and 
preferences. If you leave no will you are deemed to have 
died intestate and you lose the opportunity to decide how 
your assets will be distributed. 

In Ontario, when a person dies without a will, the 
assets are dealt with in accordance with the provisions of 
the Succession Law Reform Act. Its terms may come as 
a surprise to you. Many persons assume that if they die 
without preparing a will, their estate passes automatically 
to their spouse unless they held property jointly. This is 
only true if there are no children.

When there are children, the spouse receives the 
first $200,000 of the estate. Where there is one child, the 
balance would be shared equally between the spouse 
and the child. Where there are two or more children, 
the spouse receives 1/3 of the balance and the children 
split the rest. In addition, if a child is under the age of 18 
years, his or her share is held in trust by the “Office of The 
Children’s Lawyer” until the child comes of age.   

If you leave no will and have no spouse, 
children, or living heirs, then your entire estate becomes 
the property of the Ontario government. No charity or 
church receives any portion of what you leave behind. 
It would be difficult to imagine anyone wanting that 
disposition of assets after death. 

Updating a Will

Your will should be reviewed 
periodically to ensure that it reflects 
your wishes. On the birth of a child, 
for example, you may wish to make  
appropriate trust provisions in the 
event that you and your spouse die before your children 
reach adulthood. Or you may wish to make more detailed 
provisions for a child with special needs.

In Ontario, marriage revokes a will unless it states 
that the will was made in contemplation of marriage. You 
may well want to name an alternative heir in case a named 
beneficiary predeceases you. Surprisingly, a divorce does 
not generally revoke a will, although provisions for a 
former spouse may be revoked. 

Estate Planning Concerns

It is not unusual for spouses to purchase or hold 
property jointly with a right of survivorship. In that 
situation, when one spouse dies, the property passes to 

519-850-6131
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MAY IS LEAVE A LEGACY MONTH continued

the survivor. The jointly held property is not part of your 
estate, and is not dealt with under your will.  As such, it 
is often used as a legal technique to avoid probate costs 
on property. Problems can arise when the joint ownership 
is with a child or other relative or friend. You may not 
wish them to inherit the property and this could lead to a  
costly legal battle over who is rightfully  
entitled to the asset.  

 Complications can also arise in what appears  
initially as a simple will.  Beneficiaries with special 
needs, children from a previous marriage, citizenship or  
residency in another country all require specialized  
advice from an estate planning lawyer.  

Consider A Direct Bequest to the Cathedral

 One of the advantages of a will is that it not 
only designates the recipient of your legacy, but it also  
allows you to specify the use to which it is put. It may have  
concerned you, for example, that the pews in the  
Cathedral are badly in need of refurbishing or that our 
vestments are showing signs of wear and need to be  
replaced. Perhaps you are troubled by the dim lighting in 

the Cathedral or you may have noticed the crack in the 
western steps leading into the narthex. Then, of course, 
there are the interior east and west walls of the nave that 
need painting, and the main doors that need staining –  
expensive work which continues to confront us. Your  
legacy, bequest or donation can specify that funds be used 
for any of the above improvements. Such gifts speed the 
process of addressing current needs, or can be applied to 
future repairs or refurbishment. 

 You may wish to consider sponsoring one of 
our outreach programs that minister to the poor and  
marginalized or have a preference for supporting  
foreign missions. Or you may wish to make a gift or  
bequest in memory of a loved one, a close friend or  
family member who has passed away.  These are all  
possible by specifying the purpose intended for your  
bequest or gift. Please consider these many generous  
options during May – Leave a Legacy Month.

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi.

Mitch Lenko

THE LEGION OF MARY AT ST. PETER'S

 The Legion of Mary was founded in Dublin,  
Ireland, in 1921, and has been active in Canada since 
1934. It is a lay Catholic organization with its main  
purpose being to give glory to God through the  
sanctification of its members by prayer and active  
participation in the work of bringing Christ to people.

 The local unit of the Legion is called the  
praesidium. At St. Peter’s our praesidium is named Our 
Lady of the Rocks. This group meets every Thursday  
afternoon at 1:30 pm in Room 105 at the Parish  
Centre, for prayer, discussion and reports. At our  
meetings, members receive their work assignment for 
the following week from the President. This has been 
approved in advance by the praesidium’s spiritual  
director or pastor. The assignment might include  
visiting the sick, hospitalized, aged and homebound;  
promoting the enthronement of the Sacred Heart in homes;  
bringing the pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima to  
private homes; distributing rosaries, miraculous  
medals, prayer cards and Catholic literature; and teaching 
the Catholic faith to children and adults.

 There are two categories of members: active  
members, who meet weekly and carry out the work  
described above; and auxiliary members, who of-
fer prayers. The auxiliary menbers are lay faithful, 
priests or religious unable to assume the duties of active  

membership.  Instead, they recite daily the prayers of 
the Tessera, namely, the Invocation and prayers of the 
Holy Spirit, five decades of the Rosary, the Catena and  
concluding prayers.

 Who can join the Legion of Mary? Membership is 
open to all Catholic men and women, 18 years or older, 
who lead edifying lives, are animated by the Legion spirit 
(or want to foster that spirit in themselves) and are willing 
to fulfill the required duties. 

 Our praesidium also holds several special  
functions: the Annual General Reunion; the Pilgrimage to the  
Marian Shrine in Merlin, Ontario; and the Acies. The 
Acies is a church function held annually around the Feast 
of the Annunciation. At this event all active and auxiliary 
members march up to the Legion standard and make an 
act of consecration to our Lady. The words used at this 
ceremony are particularly significant: “I am all yours, my 
Queen and my Mother, and all that I have is yours.” The 
motto of Saint John Paul II was drawn from these words, 
and we share this prayer with him.

 Please come to one of our meetings! Our Lady needs 
you in her wonderful work!

For more information, please phone Teresita Oliveros at 
519-438-1833.

Teresita Oliveros

Lots of smiles from the Legion of Mary members  
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH - FORWARD INTO 2015

 You may recall from my article in the Christmas 
2014/Winter/2015 issue of Cathedral Connections that I 
wrote about some activities during 2014 and also events 
planned for 2015.  In this article, I’m picking up where I 
left off to bring you up to date on what is happening in the 
area of Community Outreach in 2015. 

2015 Winter Welcome Meal

 It may come as no surprise to anyone that  
January can be a bleak month, especially so for people who 
are struggling financially.  That is one reason why those 
in need in the downtown core eagerly await our annual  
Winter Welcome Meal.  It’s amazing – this year was our 
seventh and each year seems to be better than the last!  

 What started out in 2009 as a trial venture has now 
become an efficient collaborative effort between our 
Catholic Women’s League, the Knights of Columbus, our 
St. Vincent de Paul Society and Community Outreach.  It 
is a way that our parish can reach out in friendship and 
charity to our neighbours in need.  

 That’s not to say that things can’t be a challenge.  As 
an example, have you ever invited guests to your house 
only to discover that more people were coming than you 
expected?  The natural reaction is panic: “Have we got 
enough food, drinks and space for everyone?”

 We experienced something similar at our 2015  
Winter Welcome Meal, held on January 24th.  We were 
originally planning on a few more people than the 108 
who attended our 2014 event.  But when the invitations 
for this year were confirmed, it seemed that 175 people 
planned to come and we only had space in the gym for 
144!   

 Fortunately, the Knights of Columbus, who were 
providing and cooking the food, had extras just in case.  
We hoped and prayed that we were not overbooked and 
oversold!   But, we had a “Plan B,” if necessary. Thank 
goodness this was not necessary, as only 134 guests actu-
ally arrived – not the 175 we anticipated!   

 As the event unfolded, I realized how fortunate we 
are here at St. Peter’s to have such dedicated leadership 
and volunteers in each of the participating organizations 
and ministries.  

 With quiet efficiency, members of our St. Vincent 
de Paul Society welcomed our guests while Vincentian, 
George Brunton, entertained them in Room 105 as they 
waited to go into the gym.  As I mentioned, the Knights 
of Columbus purchased and cooked the food.  The 
C.W.L. served it on plates, while members of Community  
Outreach and the St. Vincent de Paul Society brought 
them to the tables.

 The menu consisted of a three-course meal  
comprised of  
salad, baked ham 
with garlic mashed 
potatoes and  
vegetables and 
cake.  The cost 
of the meal was 
shared between 
the C.W.L. and 
the Knights of  
Columbus . 

 In addition to the meal, draws were held for  
prizes donated by the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  And to 
round out the event, items of clothing and bedding were  
available, free of charge, for our guests as they left,  
together with a take-away meal. Each year our guests 
leave happily and with full stomachs.  This year was no 
exception, and we hope this will be the case for many 
more years to come.  Thank you everyone!

Seasonal Food Drives

Our three annual food drives provide much needed food, 
other necessities, and money in support of the Daily Bread 
Food Bank and the Fellowship Centre at St. Paul’s.  It’s 
important to remember that we are one of about forty faith 
communities that support the program, a truly ecumenical 
effort to help those who are in need. 

 Over the last 18 months, the Daily Bread Program 
underwent a planning process to determine its future  
direction.  As a result, some changes have been made 
at the Fellowship Centre.  I am pleased to report that  
parishioners Ron and Yvonne Schroder have generously 
taken on the roles of lead co-ordinators for the Monday 
lunch at the Fellowship Centre.  Thanks Ron and Yvonne!  
See their accompanying article for more information.

Annual “Soup and Sandwich Dinner” in Support of 
the Daily Bread Program

 The “Soup and Sandwich Dinner” is an annual event 
to publicize and raise funds for the Daily Bread Program.  
This year will be its seventh, with each year building on 
the previous year’s success.  

 This year the dinner will be held on Monday, May 
11 at The London Club, 177 Queens Ave.  Doors open 
at 6:30pm.  The price of the tickets is $75 (includes a 
$50.00 tax receipt).  This year the Guest Speaker is  
Jennifer Kirkham from the London Poverty Research 
Centre.  Tickets can be obtained by going online:  
www.dailybreadlondon.ca or calling 519-521-2000.     

I invite you to come and share an enjoyable evening. 

The Multi-Faith Social Action Coalition of London

 The coalition representing various Christian,  

Albin Kmet whipping up 
some delicious  

garlic mashed potatoes

Luke Skinn and Stella 
Mikitiuk about to set  
out gifts of clothing  

for our guests
The parish hall almost filled  
to capacity with our guests
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ST. PAUL'S FELLOWSHIP CENTRE UPDATE

 This year the Fellowship Centre, which 
serves our less fortunate brothers and sisters, has  
undergone substantial change. Instead of five- 
day-a-week soup and sandwich lunch, we now  
offer a hot nutritious meal on Mondays and  
Fridays and a hearty soup and sandwich lunch  
on Wednesdays. Plans are being made to provide 
lunch and a cooking class where guests can learn 
food skills on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

 Food drives conducted at St. Peter’s  
Cathedral three times per year benefit both the  
Fellowship Centre and The Daily Bread Food Bank  
at St. Paul’s Cathedral. Donations of money are 
especially welcome, as they allow the purchase of 
wholesale fresh vegetables and meat, as well as  
non-perishables in bulk.

 There are a number of St Peter’s parishioners 
who regularly volunteer at the Daily Bread and  
Fellowship Centre. If you would like to inquire  
about volunteer opportunities at St Paul's Social 
Services please contact Deacon Len Hughes who, 
by the way, is also a volunteer! He can be reached at 
519-432-3475 x221.

Yvonne and Ron Schroder Ron & Yvonne taking a break

CWL Ladies getting ready to put the 
food on the plates

Mary Ducharme busy  
buttering buns

Knights busy in the kitchen

COMMUNITY OUTREACH - FORWARD INTO 2015 continued

Jewish, and Muslim faith communities continues to 
work towards reducing poverty in our city.  One of the  
initiatives in which we are currently engaged is meeting  
individually with the newly elected members of 
City Council to draw their attention to the blight of  
poverty in our community and to seek their support in  
poverty-reduction initiatives. Of particular help in our 
work is the research being undertaken by the recently  
established Poverty Research Centre located at Kings 
University College. 

Good Friday Lunch in Solidarity with the Poor

 The annual lunch has been hosted by  
Community Outreach Ministry for a number of years.  
Last year we had the able and willing support of our  
parish Young Adults 4 Christ group.  We thank them for 
their unselfish and enthusiastic support for this event.

A simple but nutritious soup and bread lunch is served 
on this day of fasting and abstinence as a visible sign of 
our solidarity with those who live in poverty daily.  This 
year our donations will be for “Sleeping Children Around 
the World,” a Canadian organization that provides bed 
kits to children of any race and/or religion who will  

benefit most, typically those children in under 
developed and developing countries.

Thank you!

In closing, I must say that the work of Community  
Outreach is only possible thanks to the work of its small 
group of volunteers and the ongoing generous support 
of the parish community. I encourage your continued  
support so that we, as a parish, can bring hope and help 
to those who look to us in their time of need.  Peace and 
blessings.

Deacon Len Hughes  

More guests enjoying themselves

Yvonne Schroder giving  
instructions to some of the servers
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PARISHIONERS IN THE NEWS - The Voice of Len Hughes

 At St. Peter’s Cathedral, we know Len Hughes as 
our Permanent Deacon. He is present in the Sanctuary 
at Mass, a frequent homilist, a leader and worker in our  
Outreach Ministry and often a contributor to Cathedral 
Connections. Len is warm-hearted, thoughtful, friendly, 
and has a very fine voice. So it is no wonder that he was 
recruited by Rogers TV to provide voice-over in a new 
television series called STRUCTURES. The first program 
in the series, with Len as narrator, is 90 CENTRAL. 

 Blackfriars, the house at 90 Central Avenue, is 
so known because it overlooks both the bridge and the  
neighbourhood of the same name. It was built around 
1875 for Thomas Kent, a local businessman, and  
acquired by Bishop Michael Francis Fallon in 1912 to be  
the residence for the Bishops of the Diocese of London.  
Before that time, St. Peter’s Cathedral Rectory had served 
that purpose, but Bishop Fallon had just established his 
Seminary in the Rectory and its ample quarters were now 
required for students, faculty and classrooms.

 Deacon Len Hughes tells the story of this fine  
Italianate house and is joined in the program by  
several other Londoners knowledgeable about its history. 
It was home to all of our Bishops from Michael Francis  
Fallon to Ronald Peter Fabbro and to many local priests  
(including some from the Cathedral after our rectory 
was demolished in 2004). Blackfriars also hosted such  
eminent guests as Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, a future pope 
and saint, who visited Bishop G. Emmett Carter there in 
1976. 

The residence was well loved and well used, but  
eventually the Diocese could not afford the price of  
restoring and modernizing its deteriorating  
infrastructure and sold the property in 2008.  A  
partnership of four friends bought it and has done a  
complete repurposing of its interior, converting  
Blackfriars into three condominiums and one apartment. 
In refashioning the interior, layers of history as well as 
wallpaper were stripped away, revealing, in the front  
entranceway, both Bishop Fallon’s episcopal coat-of- 
arms and a Marian counterpart. Under wallpaper in 

the upstairs chapel were found images of the Sacred 
Heart, the Papal crown, and angels, along with the  
inscription “Tu Es Petrus.” The owners have named the  
new living spaces for important figures in the house’s  
history: “Thomas Kent,” after the first owner of the 
house; “Firebrae,” which was what Kent called his  
mansion; “Bishop Fallon,” in remembrance of its first 
episcopal owner; and “John Donnelley,” after the friend 
from Buffalo who generously assisted Fallon with the 
purchase money. 

Rogers TV will be rebroadcasting 90 CENTRAL in the 
months to come: check its website for times and dates. 
Enjoy this piece of London and Diocesan history – and 
also the sound of Deacon Len Hughes’ fine voice.

Hilary Neary

Blackfriars at 90 Central Avenue after its refurbishing. 
Photo courtesy of Duo Building Ltd.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 13404

 Members of St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus 
strive to act selflessly on behalf of the world.  We are a  
“Catholic, family, fraternal service organization.” This 
theme permeates our entire service program – all Church, 
community, family, and youth activities.

 Over the course of each fraternal year, our council 
provides a number of events to raise funds for the needy, 
the Church and the community.  Some of these are: break-
fasts, our Elimination Draw and our Italian Night spa-
ghetti dinner (coming up on April 18th). In addition, we 
are part of a team consisting of the CWL, St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, and the Outreach Ministry. Each January 
this team provides a hot meal for those less fortunate in 
our community. 

 These fundraising events are successful due to the 
dedication and hard work of our members who gladly con-
tribute their time to assist others. What do they receive in 
return?  – the rewards of knowing they have helped others 
who are unable to provide for themselves. 

 If you are a male Catholic over 18 years of age, 
you can join the Knights of Columbus. Remember, it is 
always better to give than receive.  We welcome you to 
participate in our council’s activities. If you are interested 
in joining or obtaining additional details, please contact 
Sam Circelli, Grand Knight, at 519-657-0819, or email 
me at samcircelli@hotmail.ca

 Sam Circelli

MEMORIAL WINDOWS
RESTORATION - RELEADING - REPAIRS
STORMGLAZING - SANDCARVED GLASS

RESIDENTIAL COMMISSIONS

As the needs of each client are unique, so are the designs 

created to fulfill those needs.

Each step in the process from design to installation is car-

ried out with great care, thus insuring the high standards 

and quality that we feel are essential for your satisfaction.

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, ON N6J 2K2
Phone/Fax: (519) 432-9624

Visit our website at
www.sunrisestainedglass.com

EST. 1979
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THE BIRTH OF OUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

OUR PARISH REDISCOVERS CATHOLICISM

 In the fall of 2013, St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 
initiated a Strategic Planning Program for our parish  
community to cover the next three to five year  
period, starting with implementation in Fall 2014.  This  
planning process was an opportunity for parishioners to 
engage and to identify needs and opportunities that could 
be developed into a plan to support how the parish moves 
forward.  After the completion of an Environmental 
Scan, a series of directions and priorities were identified.  
One specific priority identified by the parish was faith  
development, with the goal of providing diverse  
opportunities for parishioners to learn about and grow in 
our faith and to engage in personal faith development.  

 At Christmas 2014, St. Peter’s Cathedral  
Basilica handed out to parishioners Matthew Kelly’s book,  
Rediscover Catholicism.  Shortly afterwards, the Parish 
Pastoral Council began to explore the idea of creating a 
reflection group where parishioners could come together 
to discuss the content of the book and reflect on the gift 
of faith. Two groups met in the month of February with  
approximately 20 people participating. These  
parishioners had positive discussions about the content of 
the book and their journey of faith. 

 Matthew Kelly addresses three basic themes in 
his book for our reflection.  First, he identifies chal-
lenges and struggles within the Church.  He states that 
there is a level of disengagement with church par-
ticipation created by a feeling of indifference among 
Catholics with their faith.   His goal in writing this 
book was to ignite in Catholics a desire to rediscover  
Catholicism and rediscover their faith.   Second,  

Kelly depicts the beauty of our  
Catholic faith by  
illustrating our past  
contributions to education, health 
care, and charitable works by 
helping those who are poor 
and in need.   He states that  
sometimes we can get caught 
up with the darkness in the 
Church and fail to see the 
light.  He wants to remind 
us of the beauty in our faith 
demonstrated through the actions of love and  
service to others.  Finally, Matthew Kelly offers a  
positive response to the struggles and challenges  
within the Church.  He states that we can make a positive  
difference, but we cannot just be bystanders, or allow  
ourselves to become indifferent: we do need to act.  He  
reminds us that we must focus on the basics of the  
Gospel which are: 1) to proclaim God’s everlasting love,  
compassion, and mercy, and 2) to help those who are poor 
and in need.   By reaching out with love and mercy to  
others we can ignite our gift of faith.

 Currently, the Parish Pastoral Council is  
reviewing the evaluations from the reflection groups and  
their suggestions for further faith formation, and is  
discerning how to implement them in the Cathedral  
parish.  We will keep parishioners updated through  
bulletin announcements regarding these developments.       

Donna Sousa
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One of the initiatives resulting from the St. Peter's 
Strategic Plan Survey is the formation of a new parish 
social committee with the working title of  Community 
Engagement Committee (until we come up with a better 
name. If you have one, let us know!). This committee was 
formed in response to comments frequently expressed in 
the survey by you, our parishioners. 

In a nutshell, you want opportunities to socialize 
more with your fellow parishioners and you want to be 
a part of making that happen. You want social activities 
that reflect our unique and diverse parish community 
which includes young families, a large population of both 
single and married young adults, a growing multicultural 
community and a vibrant senior presence. 

The mandate of our new committee is:  “To create 
social experiences and events that address the diversity of 
interests and perspectives of our members, allowing them 
to meet one another, to contribute and to be fully engaged 
parishioners.”

Since September, our committee has been 
working hard at identifying and developing ideas for the 
kind of events that would encourage our parish family to 
meet informally more often. In November, we began by 
hosting Father Steny's farewell reception. In December, 
we introduced Let's Go to the Movies – the first in an 
ongoing film series bringing entertaining and inspiring 
movies for all ages.

Next up: the Cathedral Café will offer coffee, 
goodies and social connections in the Narthex after each 
Mass on one weekend a month.

Other event ideas we are developing include:

– An Evening With: interesting guest speakers, 

inspirational films, etc.

– St. Peter's Super Seniors:  planned activities, lunches, 
outings, card parties (euchre, cribbage, bridge)

– Annual parish picnic

– Day trips/ tours

Keep an eye on the Bulletin, the bulletin boards in the 
Narthex and St. Peter's website for further 
announcements.

Our Community Engagement Committee is a 
dedicated and enthusiastic team of parishioners but 
these events can only happen with the help of our whole 
parish family. There are and will be many volunteer 
opportunities. If you like to plan social events, share 
ideas and insights, serve coffee to your fellow seat-mates 
monthly, share your computer or other skills, or just help 
out at a single event, consider volunteering, You'll have 
fun and make new friends in the process! In the midst 
of working to build our faith community, we should 
remember to enjoy what we are doing.

If you are interested in being a part of this 
exciting new time in our parish, contact Jane Jeffery at 
519-438-0400 or email jane.jeffery@bell.net.

Committee members are Anne Marie 
Bombassaro, Isioma Elueze, Irene Gulka, Edmond 
Joyner, Ed Kabel, Rachel Lamb, John Jardine, Jane 
Jeffery, Cynthia Konnerth and Yenny Medina. Come 
and meet us at the next event!

Jane Jeffery
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Palm

Donkey

Passover

Bread and wine

Gethsemane

Passion

Betrayal

Pilate

Caiaphas

Crown of thorns

Crucifixion

Barabbas

Golgotha

Resurrection

Angel

Empty tomb

Arimathea

Hosanna

Calvary

Peter

Judas

Mary

Spices

Stone
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