
TWENTIETH SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY TIME 

August 16, 2020 We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ. 
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Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street,  

London, ON N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 
 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                               

          St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

           @Basilica1885   

 

THE UPS AND DOWNS OF FAITH 

     “The poet, Rumi, suggests that we live with a deep secret that sometimes we know, then 

not, and then know again. That’s a good description of faith. Faith isn’t something you nail 

down and possess once and for all. It goes this way: Sometimes you walk on water and 

sometimes you sink like a stone. 

     The Gospels testify to this, most graphically, in the story of Peter walking on the water: 

Jesus asks Peter to step out of a boat and walk across the water to him. At first it works, 

Peter, unthinking, walks on the water, then becoming more conscious of what he is doing he 

sinks like a stone. We see this too in the massive fluctuations in belief that Jesus’ disciples 

experience during the “forty days” after the resurrection. Jesus would appear to them, they 

would trust he was alive, then he would disappear again, and they would lose their trust and 

go back to the lives they’d led before they met him, fishing and the sea. The post-

resurrection narratives illustrate the dynamics of faith pretty clearly: You believe it. Then 

you distrust. Then you believe it again. At least, so it seems on the surface. 

     We see another example of this in the story of Peter betraying Jesus. In Mark’s Gospel, 

Jesus tells us that there is a secret which separates those who have faith from those who 

don’t: To you is given the secret of the kingdom, but to those outside everything exists in 

parables. His secret is an open one, accessible to all: the meaning of the cross. Anyone who 

understands this will understand the rest of what Jesus means, and vice versa. We are in or 

out, depending upon whether or not we can grasp and accept the meaning of Jesus’ death. 

     Our faith also bounces up and down for another reason, we misunderstand how it works: 

Take for example the Rich Young Man who approaches Jesus with this question: “Good 

master, what must I do to possess eternal life?” That’s an interesting choice of a verb: to 

possess. Eternal life as a possession? Jesus’ gentle correction of the young man’s verb 

teaches us something vital about faith. Jesus says to him: “Now if you wish to receive 

eternal life”, meaning that faith and eternal life are not something you possess so that they 

can be stored and guarded like grain in a barn, money in a bank, or jewelry in a box. They 

can only be received, like the air we breathe. 

     And so, we need to understand our faith not as a possession or as something we achieve 

once and for all, which can be lost only by some huge, dramatic, life-changing shift inside 

of us, where we move from belief to atheism. “Faith isn’t some constant state of belief,” 

suggests Abraham Heschel, “but rather a sort of faithfulness, a loyalty to the moments when 

we’ve had faith.” 

     We need to trust the unknown, knowing that we will be okay, no matter that on a given 

day we might feel like we are walking on water or sinking like a stone. Faith is deeper than 

our feelings.” 

 

Excerpt from The Ups and Downs of Faith, Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI; March, 2018 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday 9:00 A.M. & 12:00 P.M. 
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Roof Projects at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

The Cathedral has a couple of projects that have started 

and will be completed in August and early Fall. We have 

had a leak close to the St. Joseph’s altar that we have had 

difficulty addressing. Anyone who has been near the St. 

Joseph’s Altar can see the extensive damage the water has 

done. However, when you look in the attic space there is 

no water. This Spring we had some thermal imaging done 

to show where the cold spots were above the Altar. The 

cold spots at that time of year indicate the presence of 

water. The thermal imaging showed the water was     

coming in through the bricks and mortar not through the 

attic. The work that is being done now adds a membrane 

under the painted copper roof. We have also added a   

deflector around the pinnacle as well as repoint and     

replace some of the weather aged mortar and bricks on 

the pinnacle. This work would not be possible without the 

generosity of parishioners who have donated to the  

Building Fund. We graciously thank those parishioners 

for their forward thinking to help us maintain our 135 

year old building. 

The second project is in reference to the Silver Bell   

Tower (the Fleche) which is the highest point of the    

Cathedral. It is easily identifiable by its distinctive   

cream colour and round slate turret. The Fleche is the           

most exposed part of     

the cathedral to weather 

events. The wood, paint, 

caulking and sealers 

have taken a beating 

over the past 19 years 

and we need to address 

the wear. In addition, 

there is leaks in the   

Cathedral originating 

from the Silver Bell   

Tower. The project will 

require a crane which 

will be erected on      

site with a basket to        

accommodate 2 people who will work around the Fleche       

addressing any rotten wood, caulking, weather sealing the 

wood and of course putting a high quality paint that will 

also prevent damage over time. The Cathedral is an iconic 

building in London and we would like to address the   

interior in the near future but we need to  address any 

leaks first or any interior work would be fruitless. Once 

again, many thanks go out to our generous parishioners 

whose donations are being used to fund this project. 

St. Vincent de Paul Update 

During the month of July, the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society in our parish visited 58 homes and           

distributed $2570 in grocery store gift cards to those in 
need living in our area. This was done using curb side 
delivery in order to preserve social distancing. It is your 
prayers and financial support that have made this        
possible; they are most appreciated.  

 

We have now been re-open for weekend masses 

for 6 weeks. Without our over 50 volunteers that have 

come forward to assist with safely re-opening our doors, 

we could never have accomplished this. Ideally we need 

15 volunteers for every mass to assist with the various 

duties needed: welcoming and registering of our parish-

ioners, seating of parishioners, directing of traffic flow in 

and out of the Cathedral and at communion, and sanitiz-

ing of the Cathedral after every mass. We are still in need 

of more volunteers to assist and be able to continue to re-

open our doors safely each weekend. In the weeks and 

months ahead we will resume celebrations of baptisms 

(30 baptisms had to be postponed during our closure),     

weddings, funerals, and daily mass. All safety protocols 

must be in place every time we open our doors. Training 

sessions will continue to take place in order to carry out 

all tasks safely and effectively. Please  prayerfully      

consider how you might be able to contribute to this. 

Please contact Cathryn Hall. 

 Come Pray With Us 

Since the last weekend of June, we have 

been providing a Sunday Prayer Service 

online. The service invites us into the Sunday scriptures 

and celebrates a time of prayer, music, and reflection 

led by members of our Pastoral Team. The service will 

be available at the following link each Sunday morning. 

 
Volunteers for Mass—We Still Need YOU! 

 
Do You Enjoy Editing Videos? 

Our parish needs a volunteer to help us      

produce the weekly Sunday Prayer       

Services for our website. The videos are a compilation 

of slides (still photos), voice, music and the occasional 

video clip. It would be ideal if you could use video  

editing software that is your own and to do so from 

your home. If you are willing to volunteer your time 

and talent, please contact Fr. Gary or Brian Galea.  

3-Minute Retreat                                 
Daily Online Retreat 

3-Minute Retreats invite you to take a short 

prayer break right at your computer. Spend some quiet 

time reflecting on a Scripture passage. Knowing that 

not everyone prays at the same pace, you have control 

over the pace of the retreat through the various     

screens that will guide you through the experience. 

Click  here  to  begin  your  retreat.  

Photo courtesy of RK Photography 
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Pastoral Team Changes. In the life of any parish staff 

changes are inevitable. Fr. Gary Ducharme will be 

leaving the Cathedral pastoral team to take up new 

responsibilities as a member of the faculty of St. Peter’s 

Seminary. His last weekend at St. Peter’s will be 

August 29/30. He will take an active role in the 

formation of seminarians for our diocese and dioceses 

across Canada.  It is important for those being ordained 

as priests to have an understanding of parish life in 

today’s Church. We are in a new era of evangelization 

discerning the movement of the Holy Spirit in the 

Church today. Fr. Gary fully understands parish life. 

We all know that. He has rich experience as a pastor 

and spiritual director and over the last three years we 

have witnessed his presence and ministry in various 

ways.  I will miss him, as I know you will. He has   

been a valued colleague in ministry adding much         

to the depth of the Cathedral pastoral staff and 

administrative team. We have all appreciated his 

presence among us along with his insights and 

talents.  He will  continue to share his gifts at St. Peter’s 

North (as we affectionately call the Seminary). Thank 

you, Fr. Gary.  Please experience our gratitude. As 

well, count on our prayers as you continue to serve the 

Church in your new role.   

Welcome.  Fr. Peter Amszej will join our pastoral team 

on September 1st for one year prior to his becoming a 

member of the Capuchin Friars of Central Canada – a 

religious order in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi.     

Fr. Peter is a Londoner and priest of our diocese who 

was  previously assigned to St. Michael’s and Holy 

Family in London. He is currently serving in the 

Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes. The family 

includes Blessed Sacrament, St. Joseph, St. Ursula, St. 

Agnes, and Our Lady of Victory. We’ll invite Fr. Peter 

to tell us more about himself when he arrives.  

Signage with a Message. Something seen on a sign 

calling us to seriously think as we move deeper into 

Stage 3… “The relaxation of isolation rules doesn’t 

mean the pandemic is over. It means they currently 

have room for you in the ICU. Make good choices. “  

Reflecting On Attitudes of Racism. “We recognize 

that the Church… must contend with our need for racial 

healing.  An important part of the legacy of the 

Catholic faith is our social teaching.  The Catholic 

Church is a community of people of all colors, 

nationalities, and ethnicities. Catholic moral teaching is 

based on the fact that all people – without regard to 

race, religion, ethnicity, or nationality – are created in 

the image of God.  This teaching rejects any form       

of racism, personal or systemic.  Our faith calls us       

to leadership in breaking down barriers and       

standing against injustice.  To violate human dignity    

is to dishonor the presence of Christ in each 

person.”  (Card. Sean O’Malley) 

An Outsider. In today’s Gospel a woman approaches 

Jesus because she has a great need. She knows Jesus 

can meet her need. Many consider her an outsider, but 

she is determined. We need to be like her in our times 

of need coming to Jesus with an expectant heart 

knowing he can strengthen us. Have we ever 

experienced what it is like to be an outsider? Who 

welcomed us?  Who supported us? Were we grateful? 

How do we return the favour?   

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Mr. Steven Eckert,      

Rev. Mr. Phil Guimaraes and Rev. Mr. Robert Renaud, 

ordained to priesthood this weekend. 
 

May God bless them as they faithfully serve and minister to 

the people of the Diocese of London.  

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. 

We also pray for those who have died including Honorata 

Malicdem; Deacon Frank Chowhan from St. Mary’s Parish, 

Simcoe; and comfort those who mourn. 
 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry  

throughout our diocese: 

Rev. William Capitano; Gerard Leroux, Pastoral Minister/

Coordinator of Youth Ministry; Rev. Richard (Dick) Cartier; 

Natasha Contestabile, Pastoral Minister; Rev. Paul McGill, 

C.S.B.; RCIA Teams in the Diocese of London; Ministers to 

the Separated in the Diocese of London 

From the Desk of the Rector 

Celebrating the Sacraments 

Marriage: 

We congratulate Carl Vella and Colleen Morton who have 

committed their lives to each other and God through the 

sacrament of Marriage earlier this month. 
 

Baptism: 

We welcome into God’s Family through the waters         

of Baptism: 

 Fernando Thomas Cux 

 Nathan Kachimdindu  

       Osuizugbe 

 Mila Margarita Kato 

 

 Everly Kathryn Park 

 Aria Rose Raneri 

 Harlow Lorena-

Maitland Biskaborn 

 



519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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