
SEVENTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME     

February 23, 2020 

We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ. 

                               PARISH STAFF 

Fr. Jim Mockler, Rector 
ext. 228 • jmockler@dol.ca 

 

Fr. Gary Ducharme, Parochial Vicar 
ext. 224 • gducharme@dol.ca 

 

Deacon Len Hughes 
ext. 223 • lhughes@dol.ca 

 

Deacon Rudy Pflanzner 
ext. 227 • rpflanzner@dol.ca 

 

Cathryn Hall, Pastoral Minister 
ext. 225 • chall@dol.ca 

 

Brian Galea, Business Manager 
ext. 226 • bgalea@dol.ca 

 

RoseMary Cleary, Financial Secretary 
ext. 222 • basilica@dol.ca 

 

Vianca Kmet, Receptionist/Secretary 
ext. 221 • vkmet@dol.ca 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
Saturday                             6:00pm 
Sunday    8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 7:30pm 

 

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday         12:05pm 
Tuesday, Thursday                                7:30am 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  11:00 to11:30am 
Saturday                4:30 to  5:30pm 

Or by appointment 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Please contact the Parish Office. 

 

Most Rev. 

Ronald Peter Fabbro, C.S.B. 

Bishop of London 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street London ON  N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 4:00pm 

 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca 

     St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

 

The Ashes of Lent 

     “We begin the season of lent with ashes on our foreheads. What is symbolized 
by this smudging? Perhaps the heart understands better than the head because more 
people go to church on Ash Wednesday than on any other day of the year, including 
Christmas. The queues to receive the ashes in many churches are endless. Why? 
Why are the ashes so popular? 

     Their popularity, I suspect, comes from the fact that, as a symbol, they are blunt, 
primal, archetypal, and speak the language of the soul. Something inside each of us 
knows exactly why we take the ashes: “Dust thou art and into dust thou shalt 
return!” No doctor of metaphysics need explain this. Ashes are dust and dust is soil, 
humus; humanity and humility come from there. It is no accident that ashes have 
always been a major symbol within all religions. To put on ashes, to sit in ashes, is 
to say publicly and to yourself that you are reflective, in a penitential mode, that this 
is not “ordinary time” for you, that you are not in a season of celebration, that you 
are grieving some of the things you have done and lost, that some important work is 
going on silently inside you, and that you are, metaphorically and really, in the 
cinders of a dead fire, waiting for a fuller day in your life. 

     All of this has deep roots. There is something innate to the human soul that 
knows that, every so often, one must make a journey of descent, be smudged, lose 
one’s lustre, and wait while the ashes do their work. All ancient traditions, be they 
religious or purely mythical, abound with stories of having to sit in the ashes. We all 
know, for example, the story of Cinderella. This is a centuries-old, wisdom-tale that 
speaks about the value of ashes. The name, Cinderella, itself already says most of it. 
Literally it means: “the young girl who sits in the cinders, the ashes.” Moreover, as 
the tale makes plain, before the glass slipper is placed on her foot, before the 
beautiful gown, ball, dance, and marriage, there must first be a period of sitting in 
the cinders, of being smudged, of being humbled, and of waiting while a proper joy 
and consummation are being prepared. In the story of Cinderella there is a theology 
of lent. 

     The church taps into this deep well of wisdom when it puts ashes on our 
foreheads at the beginning of lent. Lent is a season for each of us to sit in the ashes, 
to spend our time, like Cinderella, working and sitting among the cinders of the fire 
– grieving what we’ve done wrong, renouncing the dance, refraining from the 
banquet, refusing to do business as usual, waiting while some silent growth takes 
place within us, and simply being still so that the ashes can do their work in us.” 

                    Excerpt from The Ashes of Lent, Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, March 5, 2000 
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OFFERTORY UPDATES: February 16, 2020 

Offertory Needed Offertory Received Surplus or (Shortfall) 

$11,556      $12,620 $1,064 

Breakdown of Offertory Collected 

Envelopes Cash & Cheques Pre-Authorized 

$4,974 $4,775 $2,871 

Christ the King Parish Lenten Retreat                                  

Sunday, March 1, 2020 

Our speaker for the day will be Richard Pommainville, 

Executive Director of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. 

Richard has shown his dedication to serving the poor both 

through his work at the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 

and his years volunteering with Development and Peace, 

Caritas Canada. He will guide our reflection on the 

relationship between Catholic social teaching, charity, 

social justice and reflective living. Our Lenten retreat will 

begin at noon with a simple lunch  in the Parish Hall at 

Windermere on the Mount. There is no cost for the day, but 

your RSVP is requested (so as to plan for food) to 

lisa.caeiro@kings.uwo.ca. The day will conclude with the 

5:00 PM Eucharist in The Chapel at Windermere on the 

Mount. 

Bible Study of St. Matthew Continued 

On Thursday, February 27th, we will continue 

our study of the Gospel of Matthew. We will 

meet for six consecutive Thursdays during the 

season of Lent. Newcomers are welcome to join us for the 

second part of our study. To register or for more 

information, please go to our parish website or call the 

office at 519-432-3475. 

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Dinner 

 The Knights of Columbus will be hosting 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on February 
25th at St. Peter’s Parish Hall from 5:00 PM - 

7:00 PM. Pancakes (gluten-free available), sausages, syrup, 
fruit cup, coffee & tea. All are welcome. Cost is “goodwill 
offering.” 

Grieving with Great Hope 

St. George Parish Bereavement Ministry is offering 
Catholic Grief Workshops (six-week sessions). Choose to 
attend one of the following: Tuesdays afternoons- March 
24 - April 28 at 12:30 pm - 3 pm (last date to register: Mar 
15); Wednesdays evenings- September 16 - October 21 at 6 
pm - 8:30 pm (last date to register: Sep 7). Registration fee 
is $20 for materials. Seating is limited so register today! 
Call 519-471-4220 or go to www.stgeorgelondon.ca . 

Our Lenten Journey at St. Peter’s Cathedral 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner  

February 25 at 5 PM - 7 PM 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses  

February 26 at 7:30 AM, 12 PM, 7 PM  
 

Lenten Luncheons 

every Wednesday following the noon Mass  

(Ash Wednesday until April 1) 
 

Stations of the Cross  

every Friday during Lent at 12:45 PM 
 

Lenten Day of Confessions  

Wednesday, April 1 at 8 AM - 7 PM 

World Day of Prayer 

Will be held at First-St. Andrew’s United Church, 

Waterloo Street, London on Friday, March 6, 2020 

at 11 AM. Country is Zimbabwe. Theme is “Rise! Take Up 

your Mat and Walk.” All are welcome! 

CWL Diocesan Lenten Retreat 

2020 Lenten Retreat will be held on Saturday, 

February 29th from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM at St. John 

the Divine. Topic is “Spiritual Loneliness.” If interested, 

please contact Julie at 519-641-1753 before February 24th. 

Carpooling available. 

Extraordinary Mission Month 

Young men from the age of 18 to 40 are invited to a “Come 

and See Event” with the Capuchin Franciscan Friars. We 

will meet at St. Francis Friary, 9169 West Ridge Line, 

Blenheim, at 9 AM and will end at 4 PM on March 14, 

2020. Come and pray and learn about our life as brothers 

and priests who follow St. Francis of Assisi, St. Padre Pio, 

Blessed Solanus Casey and many other saints. If you plan 

to attend, please contact Fr. Loius Mousseau by phone at 

519-676-7623 or email at friarlouiscap@yahoo.ca. 

Ministry of Altar Server 

We are always looking for more women and men, 

girls and boys, young and not so young to join our 

Altar Server ministry (Guild of St. Stephen).  We have a 

small group of very dedicated people helping us serve Mass 

regularly, but we could always use the assistance of a few 

more people just like you.  Our experienced servers will 

take their time in training you and you will be partnered 

with various servers as you begin to learn about the 

ministry.  Also, you will serve at the Mass that is most 

convenient for you to attend.  If you are interested in 

knowing more about the ministry of Altar Server, please 

introduce yourself to Fr. Gary Ducharme before or after 

Mass or send him an email. 



Celebration of Weekday Liturgy 

 

Monday, February 24 - 12:05pm 

Vittorio Valastro; Nirmal Beekhoo; Tony Augustine 
 

Tuesday, February 25 - 7:30am 

Nirmal Beekhoo; Mary Ducharme; Cesar Torrefranca 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26  

7:30am 

Cune Gundo Flores; Jack Downes; Diane Kisilak 

12:05pm 

Nellie Morris; Virgilio Guevarra; Elda Bot Aspden 

7:00pm 

Anna Teefy; Ruth & Walter Sans;  

Intentions of Milan & Carmen Marek & Family 
 

Thursday, February 27 - 7:30am 

Anthony & Mary Pinto; Prudencia Romero; 

In Thanksgiving 
 

Friday, February 28 - 12:05pm 

Fr. Stephen Bodnar; Richelle Oatman; Tony Augustine 
 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick, including 

Shari Houghton. We also pray for those who have died, 

including Sr. Cathleen Flynn of the Congregation of the 

Sisters of St. Joseph; Cindy Nisbett Conklin, wife of 

Jamie, and daughter-in-law of Marilyn and David 

Conklin; Mary Ellen Wettlaufer, sister/sister-in-law of 

Ruth and Larry Barrett and sister-in-law of Claude Pensa; 

and comfort for those who mourn. 
 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry 

throughout our diocese: 

Chrisandra Skipper, Campus Minister;  

Rev. Ronaldo Tagnines;  

Kim Bornais, Coordinator of Youth Ministry;  

Rev. Pio D’Oria; Dcn Steve Cartier;  

Maria Mollica, Coordinator of Youth Ministry  

 

Readings - Sunday March 1, 2020 

First Reading - Genesis 2.7-9, 16-18, 25; 3.1-7 

The creation and the sin of our first parents. 

Psalm  -  Ps  51.1-2, 3-4a, 10-11, 12+ 15 (R.1a+4a) 

Have mercy, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Second Reading - Romans 5.12, 17--19 

Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. 

Gospel - Matthew 4.1-11 

Jesus fasted forty days, and was put to the test. 

 

*** 

 

From the Desk of the Rector 
 

Some thoughts from Vinita Hampton Wright can 
assist us in the wonderful days of prayer set to begin on 
Wednesday. “How do you prepare for Lent? How have you 
prepared in the past? What are your ideas about what should 
happen during Lent?” 

     We have the traditional Catholic practices of praying, 
fasting, and almsgiving. We eat smaller or fewer meals or 
give up a favourite food or drink group. We give more of our 
resources or give them specifically to special works of mercy 
during Lent. 

     Prayer, fasting, and charitable giving continue to be quite 
good practices during Lent or at any time. 

     But, you might think, how do I prepare myself for this 
season? What needs to happen within so that I can practice 
with more integrity and intention whatever I’m doing on the 
outside? 

     There are plenty of ideas for actions and practices during 
Lent; coming up with ideas usually is not the problem. But 
we don’t want to do anything simply to be doing it, even if 
it’s a good thing. We don’t want to make a list of merciful 
works so that we can place a checkmark beside each one as 
we accomplish it. 

     It’s good to have a plan for doing. It’s also good to have a 
plan for being. 

     How do I want to be during Lent this year? More quiet 
and thoughtful? More open to God’s desires? Better able to 
sit with people who need me? More attentive to sacred 
readings, whether in church or in private? Do I need to be 
more compassionate toward my own fears and failings? Do I 
need to become more courageous about using the gifts God 
has given me? 

     In the days prior to Lent, try one or more of these suggestions: 

1. Ask God, every day, “What does my soul need?” Just 

ask, and wait quietly. Because we’re very good at fooling 
ourselves about how we’re doing, it might take several days 
of praying this question before we’re truly open and humble 
enough to know the answer. 

2. Ask God, every day, “What about my life makes you 
happy?” Yes, when God looks at your life, some parts of it-
perhaps many aspects of it-bring joy to God’s heart. Think of 
how your children or grandchildren or other people close to 
you make you happy. God is in relationship with you, which 
means that your sins grieve God’s heart, but also that your 
growth and love and freedom and kindness bring joy to God 
of the universe. Again, you will probably need to pray this a 
few times before you are willing to consider that you give 
God pleasure, that you make God happy in any way. Stick 
with this little prayer and keep listening. 

3. Tell God, and yourself, every day, “I want to be open to 
the graces of this Lenten season.” Maybe you’re not open 
right now, or you’re no as open and willing as you’d like to 
be or think you should be. What else is new? We can always 
open our lives a bit more, let go of more stuff, listen better, 
and do more quickly and passionately what we know helps 
nurture God’s kingdom on earth. 

     This is a beginning: three short and simple prayer starters 
to ready yourself for the holy season.   



519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

350 William Street    London 
Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagination” 

109 Falcon St., London 

519.451.4730 

Serving Southwestern  

Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

 

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 

J.M.J. Accounting 
& Tax Services 

What matters is what you net, not 
what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation 
Be still and know that I am God. 

  
Mondays Level 1: 7-7:45 PM; 
                Level 2: 7:45-8:30 PM  
 

St. Peter’s Parish Centre 
533 Clarence St. 

Free Parking 
 

Visit: www.wccm.org  
Call Bern: 519-851-5055 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 

 

Imagine your  

ad here! 
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