
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY 
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Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street,  

London, ON N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                               

 

Sharing our Talents and Gifts 
 

     “THIS IS, IN EFFECT, the last ordinary Sunday of the Church year. Next week, the 34th 
Sunday, we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. And again, as last week, we are reminded not 
just of the end of the liturgical year but of the end of all things and the preparations we need to 
make. 

     The Gospel passage, however, goes further in pinpointing the ultimate purpose of our 
activities. It is the parable of the talents. Literally, one talent was a very large sum of money, 
equivalent to thousands of dollars today. The parable contains words of advice for the interim 
period between Christ’s resurrection and his final return. It urges a responsible use of the goods 
the Master has entrusted to us so that we may be ready to face him when he calls us to account. 

     Discussing this passage, William Barclay makes four useful points: 

     God gives each person different gifts. 

Despite our tendencies always to compare ourselves with others, the actual number and quality 
is not important. We are only asked to make full use of what we have been uniquely given and 
to use them for the benefit of the community as a whole. When everyone does that, the 
community is enriched. 

     Our work is never completed. 

     When the first two servants showed how much they had earned, they were not told they 
could sit back and rest. No, because of their trustworthiness, even greater responsibilities were 
given to them. “To everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough.” 

     The one who will be punished is the one who does nothing. 

The man with one talent did not lose it. He did not do anything at all with it. If he had tried and 
failed, he would have met compassion and forgiveness. (The image of the master as a “hard 
man” only emphasizes that, if such a person one should make an effort, all the more should one 
try where a loving, understanding and compassionate God is concerned.) Even the person with 
one miserable talent has something to offer to others. It is a sober warning that it is not just 
those who do evil deeds who will lose out but also those who have not positively good works to 
show. Saying “But I didn’t do anything!” will not get one off the hook! 

     The one who has more will be given; from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. 

     It seems rather unfair, like robbing the poor to pay the rich. But Jesus is rather saying that 
those who share generously the gifts they have been given are likely to find themselves 
constantly enriched. Those who jealously preserve what they have been given, hoard it and go 
into their shell in fear of the outside world are likely to shrivel up and die. Those who save their 
lives, will lose it; those who share generously what they have with others, will find themselves 
immeasurably enriched. It is the law of the Gospel; it is also a law of life which many of us, in 
practice, find hard to believe. 
 

     We need to spend some time reflecting—and why not today?—on what particular talents or 
gifts God gas given us and how are we using our particular gifts in the service of our Christian 
community and the wider society? If we were to die today and met Jesus and he asked us, “How 
did you use the gifts and talents I gave you? Who benefited and how from those gifts? What 
would you be able to say in reply?” 

Excerpt from Living Space, Commentaries on the Daily Readings, 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie/oa331g/  

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday 8:30 A.M., 10:30 A.M.       

& 12:30 P.M.  
By reservation via phone or online 

 

Daily Mass: Wednesday at noon 
Seating will be by first come first served 

basis. Doors will open at 11:30 A.M.  
 

CONFESSIONS 

following Wednesday daily Mass 

until 1:30 P.M.  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-gXxglyDUBWQXmkLhaJwrA
https://twitter.com/Basilica1885


 

 

Reservation System for Weekend Masses 

It has now been four weeks since we implemented the 

Reservation System for our weekend Masses.  With the colder 

weather upon us, the reservations system avoids the need to line-

up for mass an hour in advance.  We have been able to 

accommodate many without reservations, but ideally everyone 

makes a reservation to guarantee seating.  Reservations can be 

made by phone or online each Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning.  It is still necessary for all those with reservations to be 

there no later than 15 minutes before Mass.  The Cathedral doors 

open 30 minutes prior to Mass.  Arriving after 15 minutes may 

result in your seat being given away.  Thank you for your 

cooperation, patience, and understanding with our volunteers.         

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

During the month of October, your prayers and financial 

contributions have made it possible for our parish St. Vincent de 

Paul Society to make 49 calls to assist 79 people by distributing 

grocery gift cards worth $2400. We are planning to make a special 

Christmas visit on December 12 to over 150 homes. 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul Angel Tree Appeal 

There is a longstanding tradition by SSVP at St. Peter’s 

Cathedral to assist those in need at Christmas.   The 

Annual Angel Tree Appeal has helped to raise 

additional funds and gift cards for those in need at Christmas 

time.  In 2019, the generosity of parishioners resulted in over 

$5000 for gift cards through the annual Angel Tree.  The 2019 

Christmas Delivery packages of food cards and selected Angel 

Tree gift cards assisted over 160 households.  With the COVID 

restrictions at this time, the Angel Tree will not be set-up in the 

narthex as in past years but the annual appeal will continue.  

     This year the Christmas packages will consist of an addressed 

and personalized Christmas card and greeting, a $50 food 

voucher and selected Angel Tree gift cards.  $10 Gift cards from 

such places as Giant Tiger, Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart or 

Tim Horton’s are most appreciated.  Gift cards, along 

with monetary donations can be placed in an envelope clearly 

marked 2020 Angel Tree Appeal and placed in the offertory 

baskets or dropped off at the office.  Monetary donations to 

SSVP can also be made online. Donations will be gratefully 

accepted up until the weekend of Dec. 5/6.  Christmas Delivery 

Packages to our neighbours in need will take place on Saturday 

December 12, 2020. In past years, we have been told by some 

recipients of your gifts that these gifts had been their one source 

of Christmas cheer. Thank you for helping us bring joy to 

someone over this special season. 

Sunday Missals 

Sunday Missals for the 2020/2021 Liturgical Year are available 

in the narthex or through the Parish Office.  Cost is $5.00.  With 

our COVID restrictions, upon entry to the church, the missals 

will be available from our volunteers.  The volunteers will be 

wearing gloves.  We ask you to place your money in the basket 

to avoid minimal handling.  

Remembering our Loved Ones 

An ongoing tradition in many parishes during the month of 

November has been The Book of Life. In it we wrote the names 

of those who have died. They were prayed for at all 

Masses.  This year, due to health protocols in place we will be 

unable to place the Book of Life in the Cathedral but that 

definitely won’t stop us praying because at every Mass we 

always remember those who have died. We can expand that 

prayer to our homes either with our families or individually. A 

good time to remember is prior to the evening meal. Before 

praying a blessing over the meal, name those loved ones who 

have died and offer the following prayer, one of your choosing, 

or use your own words:  

“God of all ages we entrust to your loving care those we have 

named. Lead them into eternal life so they may enjoy your 

presence forever. As we mourn their loss increase our faith and 

hope that we will enjoy their company again. Remind us that the 

bonds of love and affection knit together on earth are not 

unravelled at death nor can our pain, grief and sadness separate 

us from your love as we entrust them to a place of light and 

peace. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

 Finding Christian Meditation 

     Christian meditation is an individual practice we choose to 
do, where for about 20 minutes we create an openness to the 
Holy Spirit within us through a silent stillness. This state of 
openness allows us to become closer to the peace and harmony 
of the Divine Presence and slowly and gently over months and 
years transforms us to be more Christ-like in the world.   
     Join us for a 5 week Introduction Series from 7-8PM 
beginning  Tuesday November 17. 
     We will meet via video conference or phone. Send your email 
to behall2@gmail.com and you will receive a link  before the 
meeting. 
     For more information about Christian Meditation here is a 
link to the Canadian conference of Christian Meditation site  
https://www.wccm-canada.ca/ 
     Also come join us if you would like to re-acquaint with 
Meditation for the Advent season.   
     All are welcome. 

Priest Pension Fund Collection 

     Since 2014, our Diocese has taken up an annual collection to 

help meet the needs of our retired and elderly priests. In previous 

years the collection took place on Father’s Day, when we honour 

our fathers.  It is fitting, on this day, that we also take time to 

reflect on the lifetime of service given by our priests, our spiritual 

“fathers” and consider their future needs.  Due to our closure in 

June, the annual collection has moved to this weekend.   

     Each year, people from every parish across our diocese have 

expressed the care they have for our priests and their future needs 

through this fund.  Your gift will be invested, expertly and 

independently, in a dedicated Pension Fund.  With your help, our 

retired and elderly priests will have a modest pension, health and 

dental benefits, and an annual retreat. 

     Donations can be placed in the collection basket in an 

envelope marked Priest Pension Fund,  dropped off at the Parish 

Office, or online. For more information, click here. 

Adult Faith Formation from the Comfort of Your Own Home 

The Diocese of London continues to partner with Dayton University 

to provide parishioners with affordable, high-quality formation 

opportunities. Parishioners can nourish their faith and continue 

learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. Many online courses are 

offered for a reduced price. The next cycle of classes starts November 

29. Registration is open now and closes on November 25. Click here 

for a selection of course offerings.  

https://dol.ca/pension
https://ae3d84ad-9ecc-46cf-abe5-8a0aa498d390.filesusr.com/ugd/80b2d0_6b7eaf9145284c2b9c865adf921eaaac.pdf


 

 

World Day of the Poor.  We mark this day with parishes 

from around the world. Last week Bishop Fabbro addressed 

this matter in a letter to the people of the diocese. You read 

it here in the bulletin. We are called to create from our faith 

perspective an ongoing conversation that points out clearly 

the greatest problems of our day can only be addressed with 

a vision rooted in recognizing the dignity of the human 

person. The purpose of those conversations would be to help 

all of us see human suffering not through the lens of politics 

but as God sees them.  

How do we pray?  I’ve mentioned numerous times that the 

pandemic is opening up for people different ways of 

praying. This is not my assumption but comes from what 

I’m hearing from our parishioners. Last week a piece of 

paper fell out of my Bible. It was an excerpt I had copied 

and placed there. The title is “No matter how you pray God 

wants to meet you.”   I don’t know who the author is but the 

reflection gives us something to think about… “What is 

your favorite way to pray? That is something of a loaded 

question, because among some Catholics, and more broadly 

Christians, the answer can land us in hot water. If you say, 

“Well, I like to pray the rosary or go to Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament at my local parish,“ some people will 

think that you’re too old fashioned or too traditionalist. If 

you say, “Well, I like to pray centering prayer or pray when 

I’m outside in the middle of nature,” some people will say 

that you’re too radical or too progressive.  One thing I have 

come to realize is that God meets people where they are and 

that there is no “right“ or “better“ way to pray. The right 

way to pray is the way that helps you find God the most 

easily. And, over the last 25 years I’ve met people who pray 

in almost every imaginable way: Ignatian contemplation, 

Lectio Divina, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, nature 

prayer, centering prayer and so on. The way you relate to 

God will depend on who you are - your personality, your 

likes and dislikes, your whole history.  It’s terrible when 

people critique the way another person likes to pray just 

because it doesn’t fit their categories. It not only shows 

arrogance – I mean, who are they to say what is good and 

what is bad? – It also can harm the person who is praying. 

Why? Because you can make the person feel embarrassed or 

inadequate. The key to prayer is being faithful to it along 

with being open to new ways of praying. If you never 

change your prayer you might not be open to the new ways 

that God may want to meet you.” 

Mental Health. The Catholic bishops of Australia recently 

released a document on mental health concerns -"To Live 

Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia 

Today”.  Something for our attention comes in the 

introduction.  “During this time of pandemic, we have often 

heard it said that “we are all in this together”. The quality of 

our care for the people who are the most vulnerable or 

disadvantaged will be the test of whether or not this is true. 

A commitment to the common good means attending to the 

good of all of us, without exception. It means paying special 

attention to those who are most often overlooked, sidelined 

or excluded. It is surely time for us to make mental health a 

real priority, so that all people may know the fullness of life 

which Jesus offers (John 10:10).”  

Risking Faith. Once again Jesus calls us to consider how 

we are carrying out our role as his followers. As we are 

reminded in the Gospel, we need to take risks and not 

always remain safe – afraid of making a mistake. We have 

been given gifts and we need to use them. Sometimes we 

meet with success in our efforts and sometimes we miss the 

mark. What is most urgent is that I’m always trying. Our 

goodness and faithfulness is marked by that. Do I treat the 

gift of faith as something that needs to be kept private and 

“under wraps”, protected, so it doesn’t risk getting engaged 

in daily life? When was the last time I risked doing or 

saying anything in the living out of my faith?  

Celebration of Weekday Liturgy  

Wednesday, November 18th - 12:00 pm  

Linda Zakhria; Deceased Members of the Brunton & 
Costello Families; Intentions of Valerie Cox   

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also 

pray for those who have died including Norma Corcelli, 

wife of Nick; and Gene McCaffrey, husband of Helen; and 

comfort those who mourn.  
 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry        

throughout our diocese: 

Rev. Pedro Zuniga, F.M.M.; Rev. Benjamin Raze; 

Ministers to Refugees in the Diocese of London; Rev. 

Steven Eckert; Rev. Dikran Islemeci; Faye Brekelmans, 

Parish Nurse; Rev. Etienne Nadonye, O.F.M. Cap. 

From the Desk of the Rector 

Readings - Sunday November 22, 2020  

Feast of Christ the King 

First Reading - Ezekiel 34.11-12, 15-17 

Psalm  -  Ps  23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1) 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 15.20-26, 28 

Gospel - Matthew 25.31-46 
The Son of Man will sit on the throne of his glory, and he will 

separate people one from another. 

*** 

 Come Pray With Us 

Join us each Sunday for our Sunday Prayer Service online. 
The service invites us into the Sunday scriptures and 
celebrates a time of prayer, music, and reflection led by 
members of our Pastoral Team. The service will be 
available at the following link each Sunday morning. 

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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