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From the Desk of the Rector  

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica Parish:  

 

     These days, in which we find ourselves, are strange, difficult, surreal and 

demanding. We as people who value our parish community as a place to gather 

together are now asked to keep our distance. We know it is for the common good so we 

can protect each other especially the most vulnerable among us.   

     We have been shaken from our complacency and forced to confront a reality that has 

changed us almost overnight. We experience sickness, death, and risk to our health care 

system and the well-being of those whose lives are changed by necessary closures and 

precautions.  

     Our reaction to this can’t be withdrawal but a desire to develop a sense of 

connectedness realizing so many people are suffering in fear.  

     We need to take care of each other and reach out to each other as best we can.  

     You are being prayed for these days by all the members of our pastoral team and 

administrative staff. We continue to work from home and are available through email or 

phone. Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is any need we can assist in meeting. 

Our desire is to continue to serve our parishioners in these challenging times.  

     We will get through this but we will be people who are changed.  Yes, there is fear, 

isolation and panic buying. There is sickness and death. There are also people working 

around the clock  for the welfare of others. Neighbours are reaching out to shop for 

those who cannot. People are checking in on family, friends and the homeless and 

weary offering meals and support especially to those who always find themselves 

alone.  

     We are waking up to a  reality that shows us how big we are and how little control  

we really have and thinking about what really matters.  

     I’m sure you have noticed others and yourself slowing down and seeing things 

differently and taking the time to reflect.   
 

• Has the pandemic caused me to ask some searching questions?  

• Do I see a need to reevaluate my goals and purpose in life?  

• Whatever form it may take for me, do I pray and seek God's presence?  

• Who or what is important to me?  

• What are my real priorities?  

• Where do I seek peace and comfort?  
 

     We are realigning our priorities.                                                (Continued on Page 2) 
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We remember in prayer all those who are sick, 

including Shari Houghton. We also pray for 

those who have died, including Sr. Josepha 

Zimmer of the Congregation of the Sisters of 

St. Joseph; Corazon Varsansky; and comfort for 

those who mourn. 

 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry 

throughout our diocese: 

Rev. Pierre Wood, O.F.M. Cap.; Rev. Donald 

Pumputis; Rev. Danny Santos; Rev. Alan 

Dufraimont; Rev. Alan Momney; Dr. Robert 

Langlois, Pastoral Minister; Rev. John Johnson 

 

Readings - Sunday April 5, 2020 

First Reading - Isaiah 50.4-7 

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

Psalm  -  Ps  22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1) 

R. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Second Reading - Philippians 2.6-11 

Jesus humbled himself.  

Therefore God highly exalted him. 

Gospel - Matthew 26.14-27.66 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

*** 

 

From the Desk of the Rector continued... 

 
     We will reach out to those in isolation making them aware 

loneliness doesn’t have to be part of their day.  

     Here are some things we can learn.  

     There is value in knowing we celebrate faith and life with 

others. We are all on this journey together. To understand that 

we need to engage personally with each other, take an interest 

in each other and invest time and energy to connect 

with people in new ways during a time of physical 

distancing.  

     Our inability to gather for the Eucharist is troubling for us 

all.  I miss seeing you arrive on Saturday evening or Sunday. 

However, our hunger for the Eucharist can deepen our 

appreciation for it and point out how many times we have 

taken it for granted. We may not gather for Mass but God will 

not abandon us.  

     Throughout this time many of my plans have changed, 

perhaps yours too.  Life is changed for all of us and lack of 

control can be difficult to accept. Accepting the reality and 

speaking about it to God in my prayer can make a difference. 

If I turn my frustration, disappointment and anxiety over to 

God I will create a chance to be led to freedom and peace.  

     We are also learning about the value of silence. We don’t 

always need to be viewing media. Sometimes we do it 

because we are uncomfortable if there isn’t noise around us. 

But when we are freed from distractions we experience the 

gift of silence and in silence we can create the atmosphere to 

listen to God’s voice and to those around us.  

     We are also beginning to value all life as we should. It is a 

precious gift and these times are calling us to treat all with 

greater understanding and respect especially those who 

are most vulnerable.  

     As we celebrate the Fifth the Sunday of Lent, please 

consider the following resource - a Liturgy of the Word 

Service from the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 

Commissions. It can be used personally or with our families 

in our prayer this weekend. (Visit this link on our website — 

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service.) 

     This is a strange Lent. Little did we know on Ash 

Wednesday we would be on this journey. We are, 

though, and God is with us.  

     May we overcome our physical distance by growing closer 

to God and by strengthening our sense of community as we 

care for each other.  

     You remain in my prayers.  

 

  

 
Prayer for Our Present Time 

 

We approach you God,  
ever confident in Your compassionate  

mercy and protection.  
At this time,  

we find ourselves walking in unknown lands  
yet we trust that You continue to guide our paths.  

Our needs are many.  
In Your goodness, turn Your ear to us  

and hear our pleas.  
Give strength to those caring for our sick.  
Give wisdom to those searching for a cure.  

Give courage to those labouring to meet our needs.  
Grant healing to the sick.  

Grant loving consolation to the frightened and weary.  
During this time of fasting from the sacraments,  

help us to find Your presence in other ways.  
As we carry this cross,  

and wait patiently at the tomb,  
keep us mindful of the resurrection.  
May Your Son, the Great Physician  

and the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Peace,  
come quickly to our aid.  

Amen.  
 

- Fr. Michael Bechard, Diocese of London 

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service


Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Dead from Sin, Alive with Spirit 
 

Read: Romans 8:8-11 

     As Lent nears its end, we become more mindful of 

our sins. We have promised to renew our hearts 

throughout this season. We have accepted a spirit of 

penitence. 

     But as this stage of Lent, we may be even more 

aware of our sin. Perhaps we have not been completely 

faithful to our Lenten resolutions. Perhaps we feel more 

strongly the difficult challenge to overcome bad habits 

that have taken years to form. Lent offers promise, but it 

sometimes causes discouragement. 

     Sin is no stranger to the human condition. But sin is 

not our natural condition. Through baptism, we are 

children of God. 

     St. Paul tells the Romans not to feel disappointed by 

their experience of sin, because the Spirit of God is 

much more powerful. “If Christ is in you, although the 

body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness.” 

     God’s Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. The same 

Spirit dwells within us. The same Spirit gives life to our 

bodies prone to death. 

     If Lent has made us more aware of our sin, it should 

also make us more aware of God’s love. God’s Spirit 

reaches us, holds us, and lifts us high—in spite of our 

sin. 
 

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2010, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-

7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year A: First and Second Readings. 

Faith and Family 

Spending time as a family has taken on a whole 

different meaning during our current reality of COVID-

19.  This can be a challenging time for parents trying to 

balance working at home with children under foot and 

finding creative activities  for  them  to  do when all 

they really want is to be outside with their  

friends.  Introducing faith-based activities into your 

home can provide a different focus for them, and for 

you as parents bringing into perspective the importance 

of faith and your witness of it for your children.  Here 

are few resources that may be helpful to you:    
 

For Children: 

The Catholic Kid—http://www.thecatholickid.com/  

Catholic Mom—http://catholicmom.com  

 

For Youth: 

Formed—https://formed.org/  

Project YM—https://projectym.com/live/ 

Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving  

Amid COVID-19 
 

     Our threefold focus of Lent: prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving has certainly taken on a different meaning in 

these past weeks than it did when we began our Lenten 

journey. We have had to fast from celebrating the 

sacraments and gathering with our faith community. Our 

almsgiving has focused on practicing social distancing 

for our own sake and the sake of others while at the 

same time trying to care, reach out, and help our 

neighbour. Our prayer, too, has travelled a different 

path. Some of us are turning to the rich treasury of our 

Catholic prayers, while others are searching out new 

ways and forms of prayer. As we enter into our final 

weeks of Lent, we might want to look at concluding our 

season of prayer in a different way than we began. 

     One of our newly received Catholics from last year 

has found great power over the year with a website 

called “Pray as You Go,” a form of prayer based on 

Ignatian spirituality, produced by Jesuit Media 

Initiatives, with material written by Jesuits in Britain and 

beyond. They have now added a new prayer support 

series, aptly named “Pray as You Stay” reflecting the 

current reality in our world with COVID-19. As we 

approach Holy Week, I invite you to consider the   “Pray 

as You Stay” retreat found at:  

https://pray-as-you-go.org/retreat/pray-as-you-stay. 

                                                                 

Cathryn Hall 

http://www.thecatholickid.com/
http://catholicmom.com
https://formed.org/
https://projectym.com/live/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/retreat/pray-as-you-stay


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & 

Chapel 
350 William Street    London 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

 

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 

J.M.J. Accounting 
& Tax Services 

What matters is what you net, not 
what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation 
Be still and know that I am God. 

  
Mondays Level 1: 7-7:45 PM; 
                Level 2: 7:45-8:30 PM  
 

St. Peter’s Parish Centre 
533 Clarence St. 

Free Parking 
 

Visit: www.wccm.org  
Call Bern: 519-851-5055 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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