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All Masses are suspended
for the next days during our
provincial lockdown.

“The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers and sacred
Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians. Without the Lord who opens our
minds to them, it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is
equally true: without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his Church
in this world would remain incomprehensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could rightly claim:
“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ”
At the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I proposed setting aside “a
Sunday given over entirely to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible
riches contained in that constant dialogue between the Lord and his
people” (Misericordia et Misera, 7). Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to
the word of God can enable the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up
for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before
the world.
Consequently, I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted
to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God. This Sunday of the Word
of God will thus be a fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to
strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity. This is more
than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God has
ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to
authentic and firm unity.

Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the Eucharist make it possible
for us to see ourselves as part of one another. As Christians, we are a single people,
making our pilgrim way through history, sustained by the Lord, present in our midst,
who speaks to us and nourishes us. A day devoted to the Bible should not be seen as a
yearly event but rather a year-long event, for we urgently need to grow in our knowledge
and love of the Scriptures and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to
break bread in the community of believers. For this reason, we need to develop a closer
relationship with sacred Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes
shut, struck as we are by so many forms of blindness.
Sacred Scripture and the sacraments are thus inseparable. When the sacraments are
introduced and illumined by God’s word, they become ever more clearly the goal of a
process whereby Christ opens our minds and hearts to acknowledge his saving work. We
should always keep in mind the teaching found in the Book of Revelation: the Lord is
standing at the door and knocking. If anyone should hear his voice and open for him, he
will come in and eat with them (cf. 3:20). Christ Jesus is knocking at our door in the
words of sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our minds and
hearts, then he will enter our lives and remain ever with us.
It is fitting, then that the life of our people be constantly marked by this decisive
relationship with the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride, that
she may grow in love and faithful witness.”
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Excerpt from the Apostolic Letter “Aperuit Illis”, Instituting the Sunday of the Word of God, Pope Francis, Sept. 30, 2019 http://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html

To read the entire letter, click here.

Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral
Instructions:
1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.
2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.
3. Your camera will scan the QR Code.

Call & Response
“Last Sunday we saw the call of two
disciples and we considered the nature of
God’s call and how he calls each one of us.
In today’s readings we again look at Jesus
calling disciples and see how they
responded to that call. The Gospel is
summed up very simply in two lines: “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near”, and “Repent and believe in
the good news.”

guarantees or preconditions. It is to invest
one’s whole self (as people do in a good
marriage, for better or for worse, in good
times and in bad…).
The second part of today’s Gospel shows the
first responses to this call. Four fishermen are
called: “Follow me and I will make you
fishers of people.” The call is still going out to
each one of us. Am I ready to answer? to
follow? What are my nets, limiting my
freedom to follow?
What personal
relationships are blocking my way? What
anxieties? What self-centred ambitions?

‘Repent’ here is more than just being sorry
for the past; it involves a radical conversion Photo source: www.timothyministry.com
(metanoia), a change of direction and
priorities in my life. It is a turning from but much more a turning
So ask today to hear the call. Ask to have the freedom to follow the
to.
call and to be ready to go wherever Jesus is asking us to go.”
This consists in believing IN the Good News. It is not just to accept
Excerpt from Commentaries on the Daily Readings, Living Space:
as true what Jesus or the Church teaches. To believe IN involves a
https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie/OB031/
total commitment, a throwing in of one’s lot with Jesus without any
Praying the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Jan. 18-25, 2021
“Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit” (John 15:5-9)
As we conclude the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we continue to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with
our human family, and with all of creation
Make known in us, O Lord, the abundance of your mercy
and, in the power of your Spirit, remove the division between Christians,
that your Church may appear more clearly as a sign raised high among the nations
and that the world, enlightened by your Spirit, may believe in the Christ whom you have sent.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Opening Collect, Mass For the Unity of Christians, Roman Missal

The Pope Francis Fund – Application Process is Open
The Pope Francis Fund, established by Bishop Fabbro in 2019
with proceeds given annually to agencies that directly serve the
needs of people who are underprivileged, has opened the
application process for grants to be distributed in 2021. Last year
nine organizations received funding and this year a total of
$42,500 is available. The application process and criteria can be
found here. The application process closes on February 28.
Is it Okay for Catholics to be Vaccinated Against COVID-19?
A letter from the CCCB, written by the bishops of Alberta and the
Northwest Territories, explains why taking the COVID-19 vaccine
is morally permissible according to Catholic teachings.
Click here to read the letter. The Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna/
NIH vaccines have been deemed “ethically sourced” by the
Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute (CCBI) and others. With the
Lozier Institute, the CCBI has been following the development the
vaccines and you can learn more about their analysis here.
Update on Bill C-7 Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID)
The federal government has been given an extension to February
26, 2020 to pass amendments to the Criminal Code that will make
Medical Assistance in Dying (“MAID” or euthanasia) more
accessible, putting the disabled and elderly at risk of having their
lives terminated, possibly without their full consent. The Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops has issued a response to the
changes the government made to Bill C-7 . Click here to read the
CCCB response.
It's not too late to help. Contact your MP, if you have not done so
already, to inform them of your opposition to this legislation.

Veritas Series for Faith and Culture-King’s University College
“Interreligious Dialogue Today: A Christian Perspective."
Thurs. Feb. 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m
Father Darren Dias, OP, Associate Professor and Graduate
Director in the Faculty of Theology, University of St Michael’s
College.
The virtual lecture will take place on zoom.
To register click here.
St. Mary Catholic School Choir and Orchestra Program
Application Information

St. Mary School has begun the application process for entrance to
Grade 5 for 2021/2022. Application to the program is open to all
Grade 4 Students of the London District Catholic School Board. All
applicants must meet the admission requirements. Brochures with
application forms are available in all LDCSB Catholic elementary
schools. Please contact your Principal for further details of the
application and audition process or call St. Mary School at 519-675
-4423. Application Brochures are also available on the St. Mary
School Website. Applications are due to back to St. Mary School
by February 19, 2021.
St. Mary School Choir and Orchestra Program Virtual Open House
For families in the London District Catholic School Board, the St.
Mary School Choir and Orchestra Program is having a virtual open
house on January 26. More information and registration details
click here.

From the Desk of the Rector

think, friends, enemies, and of course the Eucharist – but
the focus today is on our private, personal prayer.

As noted on our bulletin cover Pope Francis declares the
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time WORD OF GOD SUNDAY.
Reading Scripture regularly always helps us come to
know Jesus Christ better, understand the ways of God
more deeply, and see how he works in our lives and in
our world today. Years ago, Francis reminded us: “We
should never take God’s word for granted, but instead let
ourselves be nourished by it, in order to acknowledge
and live fully our relationship with him and with our
brothers and sisters.” As Catholics we have not had a long
tradition of picking up and reading the Bible but if were
to ever do that, we would find light in the darkness and a
source of comfort and direction in a difficult and
changing world. As we move into a new year, we may
want to consider trying it along with other tools of prayer
that will allow us to recognize God’s direction in life’s
circumstances.

So, here is a beginning-of-the-year- inventory…

Be still in order to listen. Turn off electronic devices and
work at tuning into God. Find a position, attitude, place
where we humble ourselves before God. This isn’t always
easy. It has to be worked at and practiced but it is
possible. Many resources are available. Let me know if
you’d like any.

As we dream of a better future we look beyond the
pandemic. We are being invited to see and experience
ourselves, others and the world in new and unexpected
ways. We are being challenged in ways like never before
to engage in something bigger than ourselves. Will we
fall back in complacency to our former ways of thinking
and doing or will we allow ourselves to dream and have a
hand in creating a path to a better future? Are you
ready? Are you in?

Be patient and know things take time because what is
good will eventually unfold. In prayer, don’t try to force
or pretend like God is communicating if He is not telling
you anything.
We don’t have to be “extra/super”
spiritual. There are times when we don’t hear His
direction. Don’t be discouraged. God knows when He
wants to speak.
Be open to new paths and follow them. Don’t go into
prayer with minds made up about what we expect/want
to hear. Doing that deafens us to what God wants to tell
us.
One thing we know for sure about God is that He loves to
communicate with us. He is a personal God and He
guides us with His voice. He is creative with how He
communicates – Scripture, lives of the saints, their
writings, a spiritual mentor with whom we walk alongside
in friendship and trust, the Church, faith-sharing
opportunities, circumstances of life that cause us to

•

Do I spend more time talking to God or listening to
Him?

•

Do I have a regular place where I can go to be quiet
and hear God?

•

What is my attitude when I listen to God – am I
teachable?

•

What distractions do I need to get rid of in my life so
I can hear God better?

•

What had God been saying to me recently?

Every day there should be sometime when we put aside
the noise of the world around us and of our own minds
and hearts and say “Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening”.

Here’s prayer for our reflection…
“You call us from our settled ways, O God,
out of old habits and rutted traditions.
You call us into the land of promise,
to new life and new possibilities.
Make us strong to travel the road ahead.
Deliver us from false security and comfort,
desire for ease and uninvolved days.
Let your Word and Spirit dwell in us
that your will may be fulfilled in us
for the well-being and peace of all.
Amen.”
(Author Unknown)

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also pray for
those who have died including Sister Claire Marie Pageau, of the
Sisters of St. Joseph; Giuseppe Mazzotta, father of Patricia
Babington; Virginia Sloan, wife of the late George Sloan, mother of
Chuck, Mary Jo, and Liz; Fr. David Connolly, O.F.M. Cap, of the
Capuchin Friars in London; and comfort those who mourn.

Readings: Jan. 31, 2021 | Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading - Deuteronomy 18.15-20
Responsorial - Ps 95. 1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9 (R. 7c+8a)
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 7.32-35
Gospel - Mark 1.21-28

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry
throughout our diocese:
Deacon Richard Heath; Nives Davies, Pastoral Minister; Rev.
Michael Dwyer; Ursuline Religious of the Chatham Union; Rev.
Sebastin Pakiyanathan, C.R.; Kathryn Heemsherk, Pastoral
Minister; Rev. Franklin Mizzi, C.S.B.

Come Pray With Us
Join us each Sunday for our Sunday Prayer Service online. The
service invites us into the Sunday scriptures and celebrates a time
of prayer, music, and reflection led by members of our Pastoral
Team. The service will be available at the following link each
Sunday morning.

DONOHUE

FUNERAL HOME

www.jacksonmonuments.ca

Our family serving your family since 1930

Member of St. Peter’s

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca
362 Waterloo St. at King ● 519.434.2708
St. Peter’s Cemetery and
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum
London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery

Monument & Marker Sales
Engraving & Inscriptions
519.451.3838

admin@jacksonmonuments.ca

www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca

For information, please contact a
Family Service Counsellor at the
cemetery office
806 Victoria St. 519.451.9120

Accounting &
Income Tax Services

Banquet Hall & Cater-

“We cater to your imagi-

Personal ● Business
Corporate ● Estates

109 Falcon St.,
London
519.451.4730

Serving Southwestern
Ontario since 1983

Silicon IT
Computer repair service
at an affordable price
Service available 7 days a week

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.

647.539.3083

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel
350 William Street, London
Joseph E. O’Neil 519.432.7136

J.M.J. Accounting
& Tax Services

What matters is what you net, not
what you gross

James Vollmer

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 4pm

www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca
james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca

519.438.1960

Kensal
Rental

Sales and Parts

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES,
KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL,
SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street
519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca

Rental
519.471.9910

SERVICE LTD.

Serving the Rental
Industry Since 1963
www.kensalrental.com

Repair

208 Central Avenue
(just west of Richmond St.)
London, ON N6A 1M7

519.645.6482

Sr. Accountant

519.690.0802

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory

Memorial Windows
Restorations
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
519.432.9624

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals
Baptisms
THE FAMILY DENTIST
PRACTICE● Communions ● Celebrations of Life

Parts

519.471.0311 • 519.471.2758

Call Brian today!
519-432-3475 x 226

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

Westview Funeral Chapel
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD.

Paul Needham

Funeral Director
519.641.1793
709 Wonderland Rd. N.

Better living, inside and out.™
519.433.0391
bluestoneproperties.com
DOWNTOWN EVENING &
WEEKEND PARKING AT
ST. PETER’S

J.A. MEREN

Lawyer

187 Devonshire Ave.

519.439.9564

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not
support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of
$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?

Letterheads ● Business Cards
Flyers ● Envelopes
& Variable Data Mailings
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON

We Do All Types of Printing
519-453-5880

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details.

Meditation in the
Christian Tradition

Start Planning!
Give us a call today!

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio
Screen & Window Repairs
136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE

Joe Elia
Owner/Manager
TICO REG #50010858
By Appointment Only

943 Adirondack Rd.
London, ON N6K 4W8
519.432.5555
escape@escape-travel.ca
www.escape-travel.ca

Basements ● Bathrooms
Kitchens
Fence & Deck Installation
Call Ricky
519.870.1574

Complete machine
shop service
Quality & Expertise
www.gplmachine.com

“Be still and know that I am God.”
Mondays
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM
Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM
All are welcome!

Please email behall2@gmail.com
to register.

519.455.4050

MENDES LAW FIRM
SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF
● NEW & USED BOILERS ● TANKS
● COMBUSTION
● PRESSURE PIPING
● CONTROLS
● REFRACTORY
STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200!
Banquet facilities available
Great rates!
For more info, contact Brian at
519.432.3475 x226 or
bgalea@dol.ca

127 King St. London

519.438.0808

519.432.5855
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William)
www.dannyswineandbeer.com

