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Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street London ON  N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 4:00pm 

 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                               

          St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

           @Basilica1885   

 

From Inside the Cathedral 
 

It has now been over two months since we have been inside our beautiful spiritual 
home, St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica and the Parish Centre. You may be wondering, 
what is going on inside the locked doors? Well, lots! 

In the weeks that followed the closure of the Cathedral on the weekend of March 
15/16, a deep clean and sanitizing of the Cathedral took place. When the Pastoral 
Team and Administrative staff began to work from home a few weeks later 
following the closure of non essential businesses, the deep clean and sanitizing in 
the office area and publicly used areas of the Parish Centre began. This cleaning 
continues in the parish centre in areas often not seen everyday, by our custodian, 
Peter Greff, and our support staff member, Fatima Silva. 

After Easter, Peter shifted his work to various projects in the Cathedral that had 
been put off for some time. With no people in and out it allowed areas throughout 
the church that would normally get a lot of “traffic” to be attended to. One of the 
first projects Peter looked at was the pews. Many of our pews over the years have 
gotten damaged and scratched. Peter has been working on sanding and filling in 
scratches and chips, and bare wood areas on the seats. He has also been staining the 
repaired pews. This project is ongoing with over 200 pews of various sizes 
throughout the body of the church and transepts that may need attention. Click here 
for a sample of the before and after. 

A huge project that Peter undertook was the stripping of all of the wax on the 
marble in the sanctuary. After much experimentation of the correct mixture to use to 
break down the old wax and many hours of work over several weeks, it is now 
complete. The finished “product” allows the natural marble to shine through. The   
re-waxing necessary to seal and protect the marble has just begun at the Bishop’s 
chair and main altar area, with the rest of the sanctuary in the weeks to come. Check 
out these pictures pre- and post-wax stripping. An amazing transformation. 

Another project that Peter has been working on is the cleaning of the copper inlay in 
the floor and steps on the two side altars. Peter discovered a “wonder cleaner” 
through Fatima to clean up the copper. The key to success was to wipe it dry and 
quickly apply a coat of wax to preserve it. To see the amazing difference, click here. 

With the warmer weather and restrictions on businesses lifted to allow lawn 
maintenance, the snow plow off has come off the tractor and the cutting deck 
installed! The small trees in the flower bed area out front have also been trimmed 
and cleaned up.  

Thank you to Peter for all his hard work to not only beautify our house of prayer but 
make it a safe and healthy place to which we will all return. 
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     “Today we join the whole Church in celebrating    
Jesus’ ascension to Heaven after his resurrection at  
Easter. In both the first reading and the Gospel we hear 
accounts of this event. Jesus gathers his disciples, gives 
them a few final words of encouragement and            
instruction, and then takes his leave of his followers to 
rejoin his father. This process of leave-taking is what I 
would invite all of us to reflect on  today. 
     Leave-taking means an act of saying goodbye. And 
so today we gather together to celebrate Jesus’ leave-
taking of his friends on earth and his promise of         
remaining with us, even as he is no longer physically 
present to us. Because we hold up Christ as the          
prototypical example of what it means to be human, we 
can, indeed should, look to him as a model of how to 
take our leaves, whether in small ways or bigger ways. 
     Quite literally, leave-taking involves leaving      
something behind, but also taking something with us. 
What does Jesus leave, and what does he take with him? 
At the Ascension, Jesus calls his friends and disciples 
together one last time to teach them how to say       
goodbye. The most obvious thing  Jesus leaves behind is 
his teaching. Jesus promises his  followers that through 
their words and actions others will come to know him, 
they will learn to communicate, heal the sick, and be 
free from harm. So the key thing he leaves  behind is his 
own example and his promise to his friends that they 
will be able to continue spreading his word. 
     On another, perhaps more obvious level, he also 
leaves behind this group of friends he assembled during 
his   lifetime. These disciples are initially so lost without 
him that they simply stand there, staring at the sky, not 
sure what to do next. But, confusion aside, their        
connection to Jesus is part of what he leaves behind. 
     What then, does he take with him? First and foremost 
is his experience of being fully human. Of growing up, 
making friends, facing hardships and challenges, of    
celebrating through joys and laughter. A key part of 
what Jesus takes with him as he ascends is his            
experience of being one of us. And so part of what we 
celebrate today is that Jesus, who knows firsthand         
exactly what it means to be human with all of the daily 
joys and challenges, rejoins God the Father in Heaven. 
     In Jesus’ leave-taking, we see him leaving behind his  
example, his teachings, and a dedicated, close circle of 
friends. We also see him taking his experience of being    

human with him when he goes back to Heaven. As we 
continue striving to model our own life on Jesus’, what 
lessons can we draw about our own leave-taking at    
various points in our lives? What is it that we leave    
behind as our own impact? And what do we take with us 
as we depart, either for a few months or for a longer  
period of time? 
     Let’s first look at what we take with us: What gifts 
have you received? Some gifts may be very small. Some 
gifts may be much larger. New friendships that will last 
a lifetime, new knowledge that inspires ideas that will 
shape and guide you for the rest of your life, or new  
experiences that grant you a deeper experience of being 
a beloved child of God. 
     Much like Jesus both takes with and leaves on earth 
the memories and the impact of his human relationships, 
what we leave behind might not be all that different 
from what we take with us. Do we leave a legacy of 
seeking to share those gifts with those around us, with 
those most in need of those same gifts? Hopefully the 
answer is yes. If not, we still have a chance to share 
God’s presence with each other, and to let that sharing 
be what we leave as our marks. It is inevitable that we 
will leave those around us with memories of us, so why 
not strive to let those memories be of each of us as   
people committed to imitating Christ in both word and 
deed? 
     Let us remain mindful of Christ’s example of leave-
taking. May we, like Christ, leave a legacy of friendship 
and good example and take with us memories of        
encountering God through our faith and service.” 
 

Excerpt and adapted from “Reflection on Ascension”, Daniel Gustafson, SJ; 

Fordham Preparatory School, May10, 2018. 

The Ascension: The Process of Leave-Taking 

Today, May 24th marks the 5th anniversary of the  release 
of Pope Francis’s second encyclical Laudate Si (Praise Be 
To You), On Care for our Common Home. Following the 
praying of the Regina Caeli last Sunday, Pope Francis said 
“Today the Laudato Si’ Week begins, which will end next 
Sunday, in which the fifth anniversary is observed of the 
Encyclical’s publication. In these times of pandemic, in 
which we are more aware of the importance of the care of 

our common home, I hope that all the common reflection 
and commitment will help to create and strengthen       
constructive attitudes for the care of Creation.” 

Soon after the release of this document Fr. James  Martin, 
SJ provided a summary on the encyclical: The Top Ten 
Takeaways from Laudate Si  

To read this document in its entirety, click here. 

Laudate Si, On Care for our Common Home 
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From the Desk of the Rector 

Re-opening and staying healthy. With some 
businesses reopening many have naturally asked when we 
will be able to return to the Cathedral for Mass. That cannot 
be answered at the time I’m writing this (Thursday morning) 
but I can tell you planning is in place. A committee is 
working on behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Ontario to offer 
guidelines that will be helpful as we prepare to open. I know 
the document, which we may be able to see at the end of 
May, will be extensive and fluid. Local responses and 
adjustments will need to be made. Some of the 
considerations needing to be covered are as follows: Many 
decisions will continue to rely on information from public 
health and government officials. As expected, as a bare 
minimum physical distancing, good hand hygiene, proper 
cough and sneeze etiquette will be maintained. The use of 
face masks will be a consideration. Will there be a phased 
approach with churches first open for prayer, then daily 
Mass, and finally weekend Masses? I’m not sure, but it’s a 
question. What will the restriction on numbers be? When 
will we be able to renew our parish ministries and other 
sacramental life?  If there are restrictions on attendance 
numbers, how do we determine that? When people attend 
Mass, how will we manage the flow and movement of 
seating? What parts of the church will be accessible?  Do we 
need to do anything to make sure our parking lots avoid 
overcrowding? What about access to washrooms, etc.? Most 
importantly, how do we make certain that parishioners and 
visitors feel welcomed and know that their anxieties are 
understood? Of course, this is not a comprehensive list.  I’m 
writing about it to indicate that our return will be a 
responsible and well thought out process that will maintain 
the priority of good health and safety of everyone concerned. 
While I hope we get to see each other soon I want us all to 
remain well. 
  
Reading and Hearing. Throughout his lifetime Jesus 
opened the Scriptures to his disciples. He had them reflect 
and go back over the words of the prophets in the Old 
Testament. He does the same for us. Each of us is in a unique 
place and we all need to experience and celebrate his 
presence among us when things are good and learn to lean on 
him during the rough passages of life. We need to know we 
are never on our own, even when struggles and suffering 
tempt us to feel differently at times.  Unfortunately, we are 
unable to hear the Scriptures proclaimed at Mass these days. 
However, given the change in pace, we might have more 
time to reflect on the Scriptures daily. Am I in the habit of  

turning to them for guidance when I find I’m at a decision 
point that will influence the course of my future? It’s not a 
matter of just reading. That’s a good start. It’s also not a 
matter of just taking a Bible class or reading a commentary. 
That will always deepen our understanding. We are invited 
to be spiritual readers of the Word inviting God’s Spirit to 
open our minds to understand the Scriptures as we reflect on 
them in prayer. Ask for that grace and strength to do that and 
see what happens. The word of God is a gift to us.  It will 
comfort and reassure us at times and occasionally challenge 
us and perhaps make us feel uncomfortable. This happens 
when we let the Word of God have some application to our 
everyday life making us search out how we treat one another. 
What do I hear when I read? 
  
Keeping focused on Hope. Struggles are always part of our 
everyday journey. We also need to keep our eyes focused on 
what’s ahead of us. That which is bad and evil, we know, 
will always be overcome. The invitation put out regularly by 
Jesus in the Gospel is to know that what is evil will not 
endure.  How does our hope and looking forward to being 
with God forever influence our lives now? We say it but do 
we really think good will overcome evil? What signs do I see 
each day that strengthen my hope? 
  
What are we learning? With life slowed down considerably 
and far from the normal pace we keep, how is your mood 
theses days? We can’t help but be affected in many ways. 
COVID 19 has touched the whole world. Many suffer in 
countless ways from it. People are sick. Others worry daily 
about becoming sick. Businesses and jobs have been lost. 
People around the globe are without shelter. Violence has 
increased. Loneliness of our elderly citizens and the young 
has increased. We are not immune as we feel deeply for 
those affected. We continue our prayer for everyone. How 
are we handling not being in control? What gifts of faith are 
being born in our hearts during this pandemic? 
 
New Balance (not the running shoe).  In a world of fear 
there is plenty of hope. Keeping our eye on the long-term 
goal will assist us in meeting any short-term crisis. When we 
have balance, we will react appropriately. 
 

 

  

 

Readings - Sunday May 31, 2020  
Pentecost Sunday 

First Reading - Acts 2.1-11 

Psalm  -  Ps  104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30, 31+34 (R.30) 

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 12.3b-7, 12-13 

Gospel - John 20.19-23 

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick, 

including Shari Houghton, and Martha Lavrin.  

We also pray for those who have died, including  

Bob Kelland, father of Rob; RCAF Captain 

Jennifer Casey; Aurea Dsouza, wife of Elton;  
and comfort for those who mourn. 

 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry 

throughout our diocese: 

Rev. Louis Rivard; Rev. William Kornacker;  

Rev. Piotr Wojakiewicz, C.S.M.A.; Shirley Markham, 

Parish Nurse; Candidates for the Permanent Diaconate; 

Deacon Christopher Stoesser; Rev. Michael Prieur 

The most recent COVID-19 Update 

(#8) from Bishop Fabbro was 

issued on Thursday, May 21, 2020.  

To read the full update, click here. 

http://www.forums.dionet.ca/parishbriefings/Shared%20Documents/2020-05-May/2020%2005%2021%20COVID-19%20Update_A%20Message%20from%20Bishop%20Fabbro.pdf


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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