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“Mark’s Gospel throughout is describing a learning experience, first for the disciples of
Jesus but also for the reader and hearer. Knowing who Jesus is and what following him
means is something that the disciples did not tumble to all at once. It was a painful
journey for them.
Last Sunday we saw the story of the healing of a man who was deaf and dumb. It is the
beginning of a central learning section in this gospel which finds its partial climax in
today’s reading. The story is a kind of parable of how we gradually learn to listen and
understand the meaning of Christ’s life and message and how we then learn how to share
our experience effectively with others. It is not enough to have heard the message; it has
also to be shared and communicated with others.
Today’s encounter of Jesus with his disciples at Caesarea Philippi (a meeting place of
Jewish and Greek cultures) represents a high point in Mark’s gospel and in their
relationship with Jesus. It is a question of Jesus’ identity. "Who do people say I am?" he
asks them. They give various answers.
"But you, who do you say I am?" presses Jesus. "You," says Peter, speaking in the name
of them all, "you are the Christ." That is, you are the Messiah, the long-awaited liberator
king of Israel. ‘Messiah’ or ‘Christ’ were inaugurated by an anointing. To call Jesus the
‘anointed One’ is to say that he is King.
It must truly have been an exciting moment for the disciples. Their Master was no mere
rabbi; he was the Messiah, the King of Israel! And they were part of his inner circle, his
close friends and companions. And then – totally unexpected – comes the shock, a large
bucket of very cold water. Because Jesus begins to tell them what is going to happen to
him, the Messiah. He will be rejected by the religious and civic leaders of his own people,
he will undergo terrible sufferings, he will suffer a horrible and shameful death by
execution on a cross, and at the end will rise on the third day (whatever that meant).
It is clear that the disciples’ (and our) learning experience was not over. They had reached
the critical stage of knowing who Jesus was – the Messiah. But now they had to discover
– very painfully – just what kind of Messiah he was going to be. They won’t know this
and they will not see its terrible and compelling beauty until after the resurrection.
The rest of Mark’s gospel deals with this topic in which we are intended to be the real
learners. So much of the time we try to straddle the fences: be "good" Catholics and have
the good things that everyone else wants as well. We don’t want crosses. We even think
that one of the purposes of prayer is to ask Jesus to take away the nasty things and make
life smooth all the way.
But Jesus is urging us to let go. To "save our life" is to cling to things which are not us
and to want security in them. Our happiness, we need to learn, is not in having or
grabbing, but in sharing what we have. It is in giving, not in getting. It is in letting go and
letting God, as they say.”
Excerpt from Living Space, Commentaries on the Daily Readings, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time,
https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie/ob241/

Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral
Instructions:
1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.
2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.
3. Your camera will scan the QR Code.
4. Follow the prompts to donate.

Truth, Reconciliation and Healing:
Speaker Series and Gatherings
Springbank Catholic Family of Parishes
The relationship between the church and the Indigenous Peoples of
Turtle Island has been fraught for 500 years but rarely
acknowledged or discussed within our communities. With the
revelations of countless unmarked graves, the Church and our nation
is beginning to wake up. Beginning September 8, we will gather to
discuss the legacy, which is ours, while calling us beyond ourselves
to part of the process of reconciliation and healing. Each week will
cover a different topic and speakers present will come from both
Indigenous and settler communities. These gatherings will take
place in the Parish Hall at St. George's, beginning at 7:00 pm and
concluding by 9:00 pm. Registration will be required, whether you
would like to attend these talks in person or virtually. Registration is
available through the parish website— springbankcatholic.ca/
truthandreconciliation/ or by calling the parish office at 471-4220.
This series is sponsored by Springbank Catholic Family of Parishes
and Northern Bridge Community Partnership.
September 8 - Richard Vedan, Professor-Emeritus,
University of British Columbia
September 15 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK
September 22 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK
September 29 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK
October 6 - Valarie Waboose, Faculty of Law, University of
Windsor, Walpole Island First Nation (Bkejwanong Territory)
October 13 - Senator Murray Sinclair, (VIDEO) Chair of the Truth
& Reconciliation Commission
October 20 - Jesse Thistle, (VIDEO) Author of From the Ashes
Department of Humanities, York University
October 27 - Peter Jaffe, Academic Director of the Centre for
Research & Education on Violence Against Women & Children,
Western University
November 3 - Archbishop Murray Chatlain,
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas
November 10 - Bishop Jon Hansen,
Diocese of McKenzie-Fort Smith
Is it Okay for Catholics to be Vaccinated Against COVID-19?
Earlier this year in our bulletin we provided a letter from the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, written by the bishops of
Alberta and the Northwest Territories, explaining why taking the
COVID-19 vaccine is morally permissible according to Catholic
teachings. Click here to read the letter. The Pfizer/BioNTech and
Moderna/NIH vaccines have been deemed “ethically sourced” by
the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute (CCBI) and others. With
the Lozier Institute, the CCBI has been following the development
of the vaccines and you can learn more about their analysis here.
If you require a printed version of both documents, please contact
the parish office.
A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God
This year’s Season of Creation (1 September to 4 October) calls all
families, every household and society to repent and reshape our
political, social and economic systems towards just, sustainable
economies of life, which respect the life-giving ecological limits of
our common home. The renewal of the home of God includes the
renewal of our homes and institutions. God gave humans the
ministry to take care and cultivate this oikos of God. The cry of the
earth reminds us that our home is in danger, that we have forgotten
that we live in the household of God. To learn more, please review
the PDF brochure which contains advocacy ideas, Sunday readings,
an examen and additional links.
If you require a printed version of the brochure, please contact the
parish office.

Celebrating the Sacraments
It has been a busy summer since our re-opening in June catching up
once again with celebrations of Baptism, 1st Communion, and
Marriage.
We welcomed into God’s Family through the waters of Baptism:
Bennett Nash
Mia Gullo
Carmela Ruffilli
Liv Dumouchelle
Poppy Poet Hazard-Malone
Leo Eaglen-Mehler
Aria McCallum
Emma Guindon
Mia Sarrate
Carter McCallum
Sophia Havell
Korai Canoglu
Joseph Hunt
Falon Veri
Inez Correia
Noelle Da Silva
Camila Knab
Chase Aguilar

Bella Capulong
Logan Redula
Adrian Niziolek
Layla Oberda
Isabella Herceg
Paxton Gould
Nada Strano
Madison Hart
Luna Schned
Malcolm Neckles
Falyn Campbell
Eleanor Drahushchak
Mila Colafranceschi
Loreen Smith
Raven Durban
Lily Neale
Cruz Naccarato

We celebrate the children of our parish who received the Eucharist
for the first time:
Sadie Rosalie Dilworth
Laura Veronica Power
Gemma Rose Collins
Sophie Elizabeth Jurewicz

Noah Cruz Vieira Sousa
Nicholas Cruz Vieira Sousa
Julia McRobbie
Emma Seang

We congratulate the following couples who have committed their
lives to each other and God through the sacrament of Marriage:
Jamie Pszeniczny & Lauren Martin
Tudor Craciun & Chelsea Hosang
Joshua Laframboise & Kelly Moir
Michael Cerqueira & Kayla Sousa
Carlos Lainez Colin & Danielle MacLagan
Gabbie Mkahail & Emilie Cocurullo
Matthew Druzcz & Maria-Fernanda Alzamora Goller
Brad DesRochers & Caitlin Hyatt
Alexandre Machado & Michelle Mariano
David Immucci & Brittney Castrilli
Brent Baxley & Megan Johnston
Braeden Medeiros & Dominica Chorostecki
Reservations for Weekend Masses
Reservations for the weekend masses are still necessary. Each week
we have many “no shows” or those with reservations arriving very
close to or after Mass has begun. A reminder that all those with
reservations must arrive no later than 15 minutes before mass for
registration, prescreening check, and seating. Once the 15 minutes
has passed we give away the reserved seats to those arriving without
a reservation. Those arriving without a reservation are not
guaranteed a seat. No one will be seated after mass has begun.
Thank you for your cooperation with this.

From the Desk of the Rector
Each year at this time Pope Francis asks us to pray for the
victims and survivors of clergy sexual abuse. Whether it is
the result of current headlines or memories of stories the
situation is painful. This is especially true for the survivors
who have been abused and betrayed. We are wounded
people in need of healing. We ask for God’s mercy in order
to be restored. We need to listen genuinely to those who
have lost trust in us. If we are to be faithful to our call and
mission we need to endure with perseverance but with our
hearts and minds changed. We are in need of reform,
renewal and restoration while we let go of anything that
keeps us from doing what we should be doing. We are
commanded to learn and understand how this failure
gripped us and be open enough to be shown what we must
do to make sure we will not repeat our sins. As we
acknowledge the sins of others, let us be mindful of our
own.
Two weeks ago when Bishop Fabbro was here for Mass he
acknowledged the debate over vaccines was very
emotional. He told us he was receiving letters from people
wanting an exemption on religious grounds. He reminded
us the obligation to be vaccinated for COVID is grounded in
the Gospel call to love our neighbour as we love ourselves…
”the scientific data show that the best way to safeguard our
own life/health is thru vaccination. Being vaccinated is
doing our part to safeguards others, to promote the
common good, to show our love for our neighbour. Every
person must follow his/her conscience but each of us must
do all we can to form our conscience – according to what
God demands of us – his commandments and Church
teaching.”
I hope you had a restorative summer. Since the last time I
wrote the pandemic has continued to push us into a zone
and period of transition we’re unfamiliar with. The old ways
of doing things haven’t ended and we have tried to begin

new ways. At first glance this can be disheartening but as
the process unfolds there are some things to remember.
We have had to learn how to wait. We waited patiently for
a vaccine, for a government to make up its mind, for our
heads to clear. One thing I have learned is don’t waste time
over things I can’t control. It’s always good to pick the areas
where progress can be made and invest time and energy
there. We are not orphans in any process. We have a God
who is fully engaged, attentive and capable of providing
everything we need to do well. We are smart people but
we never stop learning. Suffering is never an end in itself.
But we can learn something from our suffering that we
would not otherwise learn if we never experienced the
difficult reality. It helps define who we are. With God
present to us it’s always good to ask… what are the lessons
to be learned during the pandemic? Are we learning them?
Time will tell. Another thing I’ve become aware of is Jesus
worked within a community. During a time of crisis we need
to support each other in a time of collaboration not
competition. We don’t have to see eye to eye but we can all
add to growth. More listening than yelling will always help
any situation. Then, of course, the most necessary means of
growth is to show up for God. Find time to pray and be
silent, allowing us to be filled with what God can give us in
prayer. Here’s a Prayer to Heal Stress. The author is
unknown but it helps us to place ourselves in God’s care:
“Loving God, please grant me peace of mind and calm my
troubled heart. My soul is like a turbulent sea. I can't seem
to find my balance so I stumble and worry constantly. Give
me the strength and clarity of mind to find my purpose and
walk the path you've laid out for me. I trust your love God,
and know that you will heal my stress, just as the sun rises
each day against the dark of night. Please bring me clarity
with the light you bring.”

Finding Christian Meditation

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Christian meditation is the daily practice of praying with God in
silence. For about 20 minutes we let go of all distractions to be
fully present to God who is always with us. Join us for a 3 week
Introduction Series from 7-8PM beginning Tuesday September
14.
We will meet via video conference or phone. Send your email
to behall2@gmail.com and you will receive a link before the
meeting. For more information about Christian Meditation here
is a link to the Canadian conference of Christian Meditation site.

With joy and anticipation the Prayer Shawl Ministry will
begin on September 16, 2021 at 7pm in Room 105 and hopefully
continue to meet every third Thursday of each month until June.
All who knit or crochet are welcome. COVID physical
distancing and masking must be strictly observed. Looking
forward to continuing our ministry.

Also come join us if you would like to get acquainted with the
many benefits of meditation. All are welcome.
Requested Mass Intentions

September 15—Wednesday 12 PM
Wayne McLeod; Lillian Thorne; Eugene (Gene) Bint

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also pray for
those who have died including Danilo Petovello, husband of
Ines; and Maria Colafranceschi, mother of Sonia & David;
and comfort those who mourn.
We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry
throughout our diocese:
Deacon Art Williams; Brother Michael Mascerenas, O.F.M.
Cap.; Rev. Robert Remark; Ms. Lisa Mullins, Pastoral Worker;
Rev. Daniel Vere; Rev. Michael Michon; Deacon Henry King

DONOHUE

FUNERAL HOME

www.jacksonmonuments.ca

Our family serving your family since 1930

Member of St. Peter’s

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca
362 Waterloo St. at King ● 519.434.2708
St. Peter’s Cemetery and
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum
London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery

Monument & Marker Sales
Engraving & Inscriptions
519.451.3838

admin@jacksonmonuments.ca

www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca

For information, please contact a
Family Service Counsellor at the
cemetery office
806 Victoria St. 519.451.9120

Silicon IT

Computer repair service
at an affordable price
Service available 7 days a
week

Memorial Windows
Restorations
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
519.432.9624

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.

647.539.3083

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel
350 William Street, London
Joseph E. O’Neil 519.432.7136

J.M.J. Accounting
& Tax Services

What matters is what you net, not
what you gross

Accounting &
Income Tax Services

James Vollmer

Personal ● Business
Corporate ● Estates

Sr. Accountant

519.645.6482

www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca
james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 4pm

519.690.0802

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory
519.438.1960

208 Central Avenue
(just west of Richmond St.)
London, ON N6A 1M7

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS
Downtown London - 122 Carling Street
519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca
Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals
Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life

CALL BRIAN TODAY!
519-432-3475 ext 226

Westview Funeral Chapel
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD.

Paul Needham

Funeral Director
519.641.1793
709 Wonderland Rd. N.

Better living, inside and out.™
519.433.0391
bluestoneproperties.com
DOWNTOWN EVENING &
WEEKEND PARKING AT
ST. PETER’S

J.A. MEREN

Lawyer

187 Devonshire Ave.

519.439.9564

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not support St.
Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of $5.00 after 4:30 PM
weekdays and Saturday?

Letterheads ● Business Cards
Flyers ● Envelopes
& Variable Data Mailings
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON

We Do All Types of Printing
519-453-5880

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details.

Meditation in the
Christian Tradition

Start Planning!
Give us a call today!

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio
Screen & Window Repairs
136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE

Joe Elia
Owner/Manager
TICO REG #50010858
By Appointment Only

943 Adirondack Rd.
London, ON N6K 4W8
519.432.5555
escape@escape-travel.ca
www.escape-travel.ca

Basements ● Bathrooms
Kitchens
Fence & Deck Installation
Call Ricky
519.870.1574

Complete machine
shop service
Quality & Expertise
www.gplmachine.com

“Be still and know that I am God.”
Mondays
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM
Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM
All are welcome!

Please email behall2@gmail.com
to register.

519.455.4050

MENDES LAW FIRM
SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF
● NEW & USED BOILERS ● TANKS
● COMBUSTION
● PRESSURE PIPING
● CONTROLS
● REFRACTORY
STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

127 King St. London

519.438.0808

519.432.5855
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William)
www.dannyswineandbeer.com

