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Love One Another 

“Today’s readings include a dizzying celebration of Jesus and his love and friendship for us. The 

first line of the gospel is from Jesus: I love you. The final words tell us how to follow him: Love 

one another, something repeated in the epistle from 1 John. In just those two readings some form of 

the word love is used 19 times. How can we go through life wondering if we are worthy of that? 

John’s Gospel, whose poetic and symbolic language can be sometimes challenging gives us a clear 

message: Jesus is our friend, and he loves us. Although we often make following Jesus more 

complicated, his words to us are simple. The opening sentence of the gospel says, “As the Father 

loves me, so I also love you.” It doesn’t get any clearer. Jesus loves us. We don’t have to be 

perfect, sinless or even devout. Jesus asks us, “remain in my love.” It’s an invitation to remain in 

the awareness that as we go through our daily lives, we are loved deeply by Jesus in everything we 

do. More than that, Jesus tells us “you are my friends.” Jesus, our redeemer, is not standing back 

observing us, but offering us a real relationship of love and friendship. We want to accept, but may 

be unsure how to do that. Where do we meet Jesus as we do our other friends? Prayer. 

We can get caught up in the trappings of prayer and worry about doing it “correctly.” Our 

friendship with Jesus is another relationship in our lives with the same movements we have with 

family members, spouses and friends. We talk and we listen. Prayer is conversation with our friend, 

Jesus, talking as we might with our friends and family members. It’s astonishing to realize that 

Jesus selected us to be his friends. “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.” We have 

been chosen to share our lives with Jesus as he shares his with us. It’s a connection of joy. The 

good news, Jesus says, is joy for both of us. “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

your joy may be complete.” But more than that, Jesus says that because he chose us, we are sent 

“to go and bear great fruit that will remain.” Our role as Christians is to live out the teachings of 

Jesus. “Love one another.” 

It’s easy to find tragedy and conflict everywhere. What is our part in bringing love to those in pain? 

His commandment to us is simple: “Love one another.” He doesn’t tell us how to vote, to earn 

money, even to pray. Just love one another, and “remain in me.” How do we take up this mantle he 

has given us? How can I shape my life to follow Jesus’ example of loving more closely? Maybe 

praying for or working to help the poor and marginalized around us. 

Perhaps it just means for us to lighten up in our own lives and remain in his love. It could be as 

simple as being kinder to those around us. Stop being crabby and judgmental. Not assume that my 

way is the correct way, that my beliefs are true, no matter how ardently I believe them. We accept 

the fierce love of Jesus by following his request for us to go and bear fruit that will remain. His 

final words to us echo in our lives: Love one another. We bear fruit every day by sharing the love 

we have been given and carrying it throughout our days and lives.” 

Loving Jesus, help me to humbly accept your love for me. 

Let me feel it deep in my heart and trust in it enough to be bold as I carry it into my daily life. 

Soften my heart in my beliefs and let me listen to you and to others around me. 

Help me to remain in your love. 

 

Daily Reflection, Creighton University's Online Ministries, Maureen Mcann Waldron, May 9, 2021. 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/050921.html 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 9, 2021 

All public celebrations of Masses & 

services are suspended during our 

provincial lockdown. 
 

Saturday 5 PM & Wednesday 12 PM  

Masses are livestreamed here. 

 

To enrol, simply complete the registration form, then submit 
with a void cheque via online or regular mail. 

More information here. 
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Jesus Comes to Meet You at Home 

“In this time of lockdowns and stay-at-home orders, our faith can 

easily wane. For many of us, it has been difficult to go to Mass 

in person for over a year. Many churches are closed for personal 

prayer. Church activities are curtailed. How can we nourish our 

faith at a time that can easily seem like a spiritual desert? I 

would propose that we focus on our personal relationship with 

Jesus. 

This is the gift of faith: putting us in touch with Jesus. The whole 

mission of the Church strives towards this goal of putting the 

men and women of every time and place in contact with Christ. 

Many of the usual ways that put us in touch with Christ have 

been limited or non-existent for the past 12 months. Maybe we 

have found new ways of nourishing our spiritual life, maybe not. 

The question for us today is: As this pandemic wears on and 

makes us weary, what new ways can we find of getting in touch 

with Jesus? How can we 

deepen our relationship with 

Jesus in these trying times? 

When we let Jesus come to 

meet us, He changes our 

lives. As Pope Francis tells 

us, "Each encounter with Jesus changes our life." Coming to 

encounter us is the means that Jesus uses to change our lives. No 

encounter with Jesus leaves us unchanged. 

How can we encounter Jesus in our present circumstances? How 

can we welcome Jesus, who comes to meet us here and now?” 

Click here to find out how! 
 

Excerpt from Jesus Comes to Meet You at Home, S+LMedia,               

Julian Paparella 

 The National Week for Life and the Family 

Family, the Domestic Church: A Sign of Hope and Life 

May 9-16, 2021 
 

Families today face many challenges. Life is not always easy 

but with God all things are possible. The Church, as God’s 

family, is a privileged place of encounter between God and 

humanity. The family is a little church—a domestic church. It 

too is special place where God meets his people. As the 

domestic church, the family is by its very nature evangelistic. 

Through the grace of baptism, members of the family become 

missionary disciples. The family as a domestic church bears 

God’s presence in the world and is a sign of hope and life. 

The readings for this Sunday demonstrate God’s saving power 

in the life of the Church. Can we recognize the action of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives? Are we docile to God’s work in us? Do 

we allow the Lord to dwell in our midst so as to make our 

family a domestic church and thus help in the building up of the 

Church and His Kingdom? 

In the Gospel, Jesus says that we are no longer servants but we 

are his friends. Friendship with Jesus means following his 

commandments. This is not a burden but when done out of love 

give birth to true joy. The joy of following Christ demonstrates 

that it is he who chose us first. In our own family life, what are 

some of the ways that we can show forth this love? What are the 

means in which we place others first showing them the love of 

God?” 

To read more on activities and prayers for the week from the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops click here.  

Pope Francis’ Marian Marathon,    

May 1-31, 2021 

“from the whole Church unceasingly 

ascended prayer to God” (Acts 12:5). 

Pope Francis is requesting that during this month of May, 

particularly dedicated to Our Lady, the entire Church invoke the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the end of the 

pandemic and, in a special way, he is inviting all to pray 

fervently for those most closely affected by it. During each day 

of May, guided by a calendar with specific intentions, all the 

Shrines around the world, united in a communion of 

supplication, through the prayer of the Rosary, will intercede for 

an end to the pandemic. Thirty Marian Shrines have been 

entrusted in leading the daily prayer intentions and will take 

turns leading this prayer throughout the Church while offering 

the faithful a series of prayer moments for them to participate 

throughout the entire day. Among the Marian shines chosen is 

that of Notre-Dame-du-Cap, in Trois-Rivières (Québec). 

Click here to access Liturgical Guide and prayer calendar. 

The Holy Father will open and close the month of prayer, on the 

first and last day of the month. Daily prayers will be live 

broadcast through the official online channels of the Holy See. 

Fresh Start Support Services 

Mother’s Day Virtual Baby Bottle Drive 

May 9-23, 2021 
 

Baby bottles filled with change, cash, cheques or e-transfers to 

babybottles@fsms.ca - that's the Baby Bottle Drive. It's a simple 

idea that provides thousands of dollars to help change lives of 

women and children in our community. 

This Mother's Day, instead of handing out individual baby 

bottles, donations can be made to our Baby Bottle Drive online 

through our website, Facebook page or by sending an e-transfer 

to babybottles@fsms.ca. 

Together, let's fill our virtual baby bottle so that more moms and 

babies can receive early parenting interventions and continue to 

live together at Fresh Start and in the community. For more 

information on Fresh Start Support Services, click here.  

 Celebrat ing 50 Years  
On May 8, 1971, our Rector, Fr. Jim Mockler 

was ordained to the priesthood. Congratulations 

Fr. Jim on this milestone of 50 years of priestly 

service and ministry in our Diocese. Thank you for your 

leadership, sharing your love of the Gospel, and empowering us 

to live as disciples of Jesus through your word and example of 

service. May God continue to bless you in the years ahead. 

https://slmedia.org/blog/jesus-comes-to-meet-you-at-home-love-digest
https://www.cccb.ca/national-week-for-life-and-the-family/
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Happy Mother’s Day! We honour our Mothers on this day but 

on all other days as well. Each of  us have been carried by the 

love of a mother. Our moms may be part of our life everyday 

or they may live far away or relationships may be strained. 

Some of our moms have gone home to God. There are other 

young moms struggling to make it through the chaos of life 

with a newborn child. Some may be ill. We are grateful for all 

mothers and we offer our gratitude and prayers for them 

today. They are a gift to us and allow us to experience God’s 

unconditional love.  

Last week, since it was Catholic Education Week, I invited us to 

consider how we might describe ourselves as we read a list of 

the Catholic Graduate Expectations, promising this week to 

include the descriptors as well.  

The Graduate is expected to be:  

A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith community 

who celebrates the signs and sacred mystery of God’s 

presence through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, 

reflection and moral living.  

An effective communicator, who speaks, writes and listens, 

honestly and sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel 

values.  

A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves 

problems and makes responsible decisions with an informed 

moral conscience for the common good.  

A self-directed, responsible, lifelong learner who develops 

and demonstrates their God-given potential.  

A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and 

vocation in work which respects the rights of all and 

contributes to the common good.  

A caring family member who attends to family, school, 

parish, and the wider community.  

A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social 

teaching by promoting peace, justice and the sacredness of 

human life.  

In the last few days we’ve had Principal/Vice Principal 

Appreciation Day/Teacher Appreciation Day/Mental Health 

Awareness Week.  It was Catholic Education Week and today is 

Mother’s Day. In a way they all come together because no 

matter what, we are to celebrate and support each other in our 

own mental health, our leadership, our faith and our service to 

students, families and friends. As well we are invited to know 

where we can find the strength to do that. In last Sunday’s 

gospel, using the image of a live branch, Jesus talked about 

our relationship with him and his relationship with us…“Abide 

in me, as I abide in you.”  “Abide” means “stay with us”, 

“remain” “settle in for awhile  and relax” just  as we have 

experienced with those closest to us when we visit – 

completely at home, at ease, not having to do all the talking, 

nor prove anything – we’re just together and we can talk about 

anything we wish. When we pray we do so because of the 

invitation extended to us by Jesus who desires an intimacy 

with us, a connection that will never fail, never come undone, 

never be disconnected. He wants us to be a branch on the vine 

of his life, wanting us to thrive there so well we don’t want to 

be disconnected. So, how does this happen? It can happen 

anywhere -  in expected and unexpected places,  such as 

visiting family member or friend in the hospital, or, 

experiencing the inability to visit because of the pandemic, 

observing any form of violence or an injustice done to another 

person, helping remove the stigma of mental health 

opportunities by discussing them, speaking of our own needs 

and struggles, supporting those who can’t speak, and by not 

being afraid to reach out and support others as they face their 

fear and anxiety. Whether it is a time of joy or an event that 

breaks your heart and mine we occasionally wonder if God is 

there,  and yet taking the time for silent prayer, somehow we 

know in our heart that God is very near to us. It has been said 

regularly that “not all places of encounter are places of beauty, 

light, and hope, but they are places where God chooses to be - 

those moments of reconciliation, forgiveness, and acceptance. 

So we meet him and are asked to abide with him whether it is 

beauty or devastation, or sorrow or joy.” All that is required of 

us to experience the nearness of God is our openness to God’s 

presence.  So, right now or next time we are in a crowd - look 

right in front of you. Look behind and on either side of you. 

Look at every circumstance in life. That’s where God is. 

Remember that. Sometimes we don’t have all the answers as 

we try to make sense out of troubling situations. Sometimes 

we question and are uncertain but we can still know we don’t 

have to carry any burden alone. We don’t have to do anything 

alone. That admission and awareness will make all the 

difference in how we view life and its events. As we read in one 

of the Eucharistic Prayers at Mass “…Grant that all  the faithful 

of the Church, looking into the signs of the times by the light 

of faith, may constantly devote themselves to the service of 

the Gospel.”   

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also pray 

for those who have died; and comfort those who mourn. 
 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry                  

throughout our diocese: 

 

Rev. Gerry Campeau; Rev. Terrence McNamara; Brothers of 

St. Louis; Rev. Richard Janisse; Deacon Richard Walter; 

Deacon Jerome (Jerry) Lozon;   

Sister Elizbieta Mruczek, A.H.J., Pastoral Minister  

Requested Mass Intentions  

(Live Streamed Only) 
 

May 12—Wednesday 12 PM 

Anna Gronsky; Larry Mellen; Kathleen Brunton; Betty Wigfield; 
Beatification of the Servant of God, Frank Duff;  

Deceased Members of the Legion of Mary 
 

May 15—Saturday 5 PM  

Fr. Stanley McGuire; Antoliano Torrefranca;  

Msgr Joseph Mary Tran; Brendan Killian; Anne Burke;  

Intns of Marilyn & Gerry Holatko 

From the Desk of the Rector 



 
DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 
519.432.5855 

127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 

519.438.1960 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 

J.M.J. Accounting 
& Tax Services 

What matters is what you net, not 
what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a 
week 

 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not support St. 

Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of $5.00 after 4:30 PM 

weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 CALL BRIAN TODAY!  

519-432-3475 ext 226 

CALL BRIAN TODAY!  

519-432-3475 ext 226 
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