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We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ. 
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Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street,  

London, ON N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                               

 

Preparing the Way for Jesus 

“This Sunday we read the story of the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary about 

the birth of Jesus. This story is found only in Luke’s Gospel. On this fourth Sunday 

of Advent, the liturgy shifts our attention from John the Baptist to Mary, the mother 

of Jesus. Both John and Mary serve as important figures for our reflection during 

the season of Advent; they both played instrumental roles in preparing the way for 

Jesus. 

Last week we reflected on John the Baptist’s announcement that the Savior was 

among us, although not yet recognized. This week we reflect upon Mary’s example 

of faith and obedience to God, traits which permitted her to receive the angel’s 

message that God’s Son would be born as a human person, as one of us. 

We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation, and it is fitting that we recall 

how God announced the birth of Jesus as we make our final preparations for our 

celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabriel visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to 

a man named Joseph. Mary greeted the angel’s news with awe and wonder and 

asked how it could be possible that she could give birth to a child. In his reply, the 

angel Gabriel announced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to be born 

would be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and would be God’s own Son. 

The angel reported to Mary another miracle; her relative Elizabeth was also 

pregnant despite having been thought to be unable to have a child. Mary’s response 

to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an example of complete faith and obedience 

to God. 

The story of the Annunciation calls to our attention God’s wondrous action in 

human history. God chose a human person to give birth to his Son so that all 

humanity would know God’s salvation. Mary, already full of God’s grace, was able 

to cooperate in this great plan for our salvation. Thus Jesus was born as one of us, 

fully human and also fully divine. This is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at 

Christmas, the mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we 

will be people of faith who recognize God’s saving plan for us and are able respond 

with obedience.” 

Sunday Connection, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 2020; Loyola Press        

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-  

connection/fourth-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday 8:30 A.M., 10:30 A.M.       

& 12:30 P.M.  

By reservation via phone or online 
 

Daily Mass: Wednesday at noon 

Seating will be by first come first served 

basis. Doors will open at 11:30 A.M.  
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 General Absolution 

In March, Pope Francis granted permission for Bishops around the 
world to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation through the form 
of General Absolution.  This form of the sacrament is only used at 
extraordinary times, when access to the sacrament is limited.  
Bishop Fabbro granted this permission to the priests of our Diocese 
when our churches reopened in the summer.  At the Cathedral we 
took the opportunity to celebrate in this form during the month of 
October. As we have been doing through the Advent Season, we 
will continue to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation through the 
form of General Absolution at all weekend Masses this weekend 
and our Wednesday  Daily Mass.  

In 2006, the Episcopal Commission for Theology Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops  released  the document,  The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: A Theological and Pastoral Reflection 
for the Ministers of the Sacrament.   The document helps us to gain 
a deeper appreciation of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
whatever form it is celebrated.   

As we continue our journey in Advent, Pope Francis reminds us: 
“Celebrating the Mercy of God within the context of Sacramental 
Reconciliation helps us to place ourselves with honesty before our 
own conscience, to recognise our need to be reconciled with the 
Father, who with patience knows how to wait for the sinner in order 
to give an embrace that restores our dignity.”  

 Journey Through Advent  

The last video of the video series “Journey through Advent” – 
Fourth Sunday of Advent is now available on the CCCB website in 
English and French. The video series offers short reflections on the 
Sunday Gospel readings throughout this joyful liturgical season. 
Click here to access this week’s reflection as well as the entire 
series.  

Reservations for the Christmas Season 

Reservations for Christmas Eve/Christmas Day-Dec. 24/25 and 

Mary Mother of God-Dec. 31/Jan. 1 took place this past week. For 

those with reservations, please arrive no later than 15 minutes 

before Mass. The Cathedral doors open 30 minutes prior to Mass. 

Arriving after 15 minutes may result in your seat being given away 

should visitors come who have not made a reservation. Reservations 

for the Sunday Masses during the season will continue on the 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. prior to the Sunday. 

Click here for our complete Mass schedule for the Christmas 

Season.  

 The Psalms: A Doorway to Jewish-Catholic Dialogue  

Earlier this week, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(CCCB) released a new resource entitled: “The Psalms: A Doorway 

to Jewish-Catholic Dialogue”. The resource presents a selection of 

teachings and reflections flowing from the perspective of both 

traditions. This document serves as an invitation for further dialogue 

among the faithful of the Catholic and Jewish communities in 

Canada. Click here to explore this document.  

Income Tax Receipts  

Income tax receipts can be issued legally for contributions received 

in the current year. If you wish credit for Offertory/Special 

Collection/Restoration contributions made in 2020, they must be 

received at the Parish Office by December 31, 2020. Official tax 

receipts will be mailed by the end of February, 2021. 

Mass Intentions 

During the pandemic fewer parish Masses have been celebrated 

causing a backlog of Mass Intentions requested by parishioners and 

visitors. In order to clear our backlog Bishop Fabbro has given 

permission for the following solution to be implemented. 

Beginning January 3, 2021 six requested Mass Intentions will be 

permitted at each of three weekend Masses and six Mass Intentions 

will be permitted at each Wednesday Mass. This policy will remain 

in place until the pandemic subsides and/or we return to a different 

schedule. When a backlog occurs Mass Intentions are often sent to 

priests in mission countries and or retied priests so they can be 

offered as soon as possible. However, many desire for Masses to be 

celebrated in our local parishes. Normally Mass Intentions are never 

taken for Sunday Masses as they are the times the whole community 

gathers and every Sunday Mass is offered for all the people of a 

parish and their intentions. When the time comes, we will restore 

that policy. This process is being initiated in order to clear our 

backlog and the ability to request specific dates will not be possible. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Flowers for Christmas 

We are collecting monetary donations to offset the cost 

of flowers for our Christmas celebrations. Donations 

may be made in the name of family or friends, deceased or living, 

for whom you may wish to pray. These names will be placed in the 

bulletin and remembered in prayer throughout the Season of 

Christmas. To make a contribution, please seal donations in an 

envelope, along with your name, address and phone number as well 

as the name of the person you are honouring and drop it in the 

Sunday collection or mail in to the office. Donations can also be 

made by etransfer to basilica@dol.ca, memo line- Flowers for 

Christmas. Please indicate the same information as above in an 

email to the office. Thank you for your generosity.  

St. Vincent de Paul Angel Tree 

Last Saturday, our St. Vincent de Paul Society made 

their annual Christmas deliveries to our neighbours in 

need. This year the Christmas packages consisted of an 

addressed and personalized Christmas card and greeting, a $50 food 

voucher, and selected Angel Tree gift cards donated by our 

parishioners through our Angel Tree Appeal over the last month. 

Ten teams of two went out on approximately 169 calls and over 235 

people were served by these Christmas Packages. Many recipients 

told the teams that this was the one thing that made it possible for 

them to celebrate in a special way the Christmas season. Thank you 

to our St. Vincent de Paul volunteers and the many parishioners for 

your contributions of gift cards and monetary donations to make all 

of this possible. 

Daily Mass-Wednesdays Dec. 23, 12:00pm 

General Absolution will be offered before Mass. No reservation is 

required. Doors of the church open at 11:30. There will be no Daily 

Mass on Wed. Dec. 30, 2020. 

Adult Faith Formation from the Comfort of Your Own Home: 

Cycle 1 registration  

The Diocese of London continues to partner with Dayton University 

to provide parishioners with affordable, high-quality formation 

opportunities. Parishioners can nourish their faith and continue 

learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. Many online courses are 

offered for a reduced price. The next cycle of classes starts January 

3. Registration is open now and closes on December 30. Click here 

for a selection of course offerings for all of 2021. 
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It seems each time I sit down to write the restrictions 
needed to protect us during the pandemic could change 
again. However, that’s the way things have been and 
most importantly our response is to enthusiastically 
respond by doing what’s necessary to keep each other 
safe and healthy. We know, as has been repeated often, 
there is hope for the future with a vaccine available. It 
will eventually be made available to all who desire it.  In 
the meantime, we have the privilege of taking care of 
each other and ourselves as we learn to be patient. This 
Christmas, like many of you, I will not gather in person 
with any of my family members or friends.  I really don’t 
like that because I love them and, of course, wish it were 
different. However, I’m happy to do it if it means I’ll get 
another chance to gather with them at Christmas 2021. 
Like I always say about golfing in a thunderstorm with 
lightning – I don’t - because my preference is to live to 
play another day. Please keep your distance. Wash your 
hands. Use hand sanitizer. Don’t go to work sick. When 
we survive this, we’ll be glad we made the effort - and so 
will others we helped protect.  

I have been hearing from some people who have been 
searching to learn more about their faith during this 
period in our history. They are reading, listening, 
watching educational videos, discussing and praying. For 
many it’s been a renewal and re-engagement with what a 
lived faith means to them.  The thoughts are similar to 
what was shared by writer Jane Regan (author of Toward 
an Adult Church and Gathering Together): “The 
fundamental focus of adult religious education is not 
remedial; it is not about instructing adults in propositions 
of the tradition that they did not receive or have forgotten 
from their last experiences of formal religious education. 
In other dimensions of their lives, adults gain the 
information they need to function effectively: how to use 

a computer, how to negotiate the best interest rate for a 
home loan, how to read a quarterly retirement statement. 
The same is true of faith and church membership. But the 
information is not enough; it is not information for its 
own sake, but information that is in service of formation 
and transformation.”   

After an extensive community consultation process Jean 
Vanier Catholic School has been renamed St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic School Those presenting the rationale 
covered areas of St. Rose’s life from the viewpoint of 
inclusion, family, diversity, hospitality and faith. 
Regarding faith the presenters commented as follows: 
“St. Rose is a model for our students and staff in her deep 
commitment to God and the Catholic faith. Her life of 
devotion, penitence, and austerity reminds us to do 
something intentional in our lives to bring us closer to 
God. Within our community, we should be looking for 
those who are marginalized and unfortunate, and seeking 
to help them. We should be dedicating ourselves to prayer 
and contemplation. St. Rose’s dedicated life is relevant 
and inspirational in our modern times.  

Advent is a time to search our hearts, to discover where 
we need to change, both individually and as a 
community. It is the time of expectation, for we are told 
that there is one who remains among us who has the 
power to heal our personal brokenness, to heal our 
fractured families and relationships, to heal our troubled 
church, to heal our damaged world. That presence of 
Jesus among us should make us happy and give us 
confidence. If we open our hearts to this power, we can 
indeed do our part to transform our society; we can renew 
our Church; we can work toward peace in the world.  We 
can really turn our world upside down. And the post-
pandemic era will definitely call for such change and 
action.  

Celebration of Weekday Liturgy  

Wednesday, December 23 - 12:00 pm  

Vittorio Valastro; Lazaro Sumabat; Tony Augustine 

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also 

pray for those who have died including Sr. Theresa Marie 

Caillouette, of the Sisters of St Joseph; and comfort those 

who mourn.  

 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry                  

throughout our diocese:   

Rev. Matthew George; Lynn Di Pinto, Coordinator of 

Youth Ministry; Deacon Joseph Manzara; Rev. Michael 

Ryan; Rev. Steven Huber, C.S.B.; Rev. Seejo John 

From the Desk of the Rector 

Come Pray With Us 

Join us each Sunday for our Sunday Prayer Service online. 

The service invites us into the Sunday scriptures and 

celebrates a time of prayer, music, and reflection led by 

members of our Pastoral Team. The service will be 

available at the following link each Sunday morning. 

Parking Available: St. Peter's has monthly day parking 

available in our North parking lot. The cost is $120/month 

which is substantially below our competitors in the area. 

Please email or call at basilica@dol.ca or 519-432-3475.  

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

350 William Street, London 
Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagination” 

109 Falcon St., London 

519.451.4730 

Serving Southwestern  

Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 

 

Imagine your  

ad here! 
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