
FIRST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 
We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ. 
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Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral  

Instructions:  

1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.  

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.  

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code. 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street,  

London, ON N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                               

 

Advent and Christmas at 
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 
Sundays of Advent 
Nov.  28/29, Dec. 5/6, Dec. 12/13, Dec. 19/20 
Sat: 5:00 p.m.;  Sun. 8:30 a.m.,  10:30 a.m.,  12:30 p.m. 
General Absolution will be offered before Mass beginning Dec. 5/6. 
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online each Tuesday & Wednesday,               
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
  

Daily Mass-Wednesdays, 12:00pm 
Dec. 2, Dec. 9, Dec. 16, Dec. 23 
General Absolution will be offered before Mass beginning Dec. 9. 
No reservation is required. 
 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
Thursday,  December 24 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m., 12:00 a.m. 
Friday,  December 25 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online:                                                                
    Thurs. Dec. 17 & Fri. Dec. 18, 8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 
 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Saturday,  December 26 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  December 27   8:30 a.m.,  10:30 a.m.   
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online:                                                              
    Tues. Dec. 22 & Wed. Dec. 23, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
  
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Thursday,  December 31  5:00 p.m. 
Friday,  January 1     10:30 a.m.   
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online:  
    Thurs. Dec. 17 & Fri. Dec. 18, 8:00a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday,  January 2  5:00p.m. 
Sunday,  January 3  8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.   
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online:  
     Tues. Dec. 29 & Wed. Dec. 30, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass-Wednesday Jan. 6,  12:00pm 
No reservation is required. 
 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday,  January 9   5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  January   10    8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Seating is by reservation only by phone or online  
     Tues. Jan. 5 & Wed. Jan. 6; 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday 8:30 A.M., 10:30 A.M.       

& 12:30 P.M.  
By reservation via phone or online 

 

Daily Mass: Wednesday at noon 
Seating will be by first come first served 

basis. Doors will open at 11:30 A.M.  
 

CONFESSIONS 

following Wednesday daily Mass 

until 1:30 P.M.  
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Reservation System for Weekend Masses 

It has now been six weeks since we implemented the Reservation 

System for our weekend Masses.  With the colder weather upon us, 

the reservations system avoids the need to line-up for mass an hour 

in advance.  We have been able to accommodate many without 

reservations, but ideally everyone makes a reservation to guarantee 

seating.  Reservations can be made by phone or online each 

Tuesday and Wednesday morning.  It is still necessary for all those 

with reservations to be there no later then 15 minutes before Mass.  

The Cathedral doors open 30 minutes prior to Mass.  Arriving after 

15 minutes may result in your seat being given away.  Thank you 

for your cooperation, patience, and understanding with our 

volunteers.         

 Parking Available  

St. Peter's has monthly day parking available in our North 

parking lot. The cost is $120/month which is substantially 

below our competitors in the area. Please email or call at 

basilica@dol.ca or 519-432-3475.  

 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul Angel Tree Appeal 

There is a longstanding tradition by SSVP at St. Peter’s 

Cathedral to assist those in need at Christmas.   The 

Annual Angel Tree Appeal has helped to raise 

additional funds and gift cards for those in need at Christmas 

time.  In 2019, the generosity of parishioners resulted in over 

$5000 for gift cards through the annual Angel Tree.  The 2019 

Christmas Delivery packages of food cards and selected Angel 

Tree gift cards assisted over 160 households.  With the COVID 

restrictions at this time, the Angel Tree will not be set-up in the 

narthex as in past years but the annual appeal will continue.  

     This year the Christmas packages will consist of an addressed 

and personalized Christmas card and greeting, a $50 food 

voucher and selected Angel Tree gift cards.  $10 Gift cards from 

such places as Giant Tiger, Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart or 

Tim Horton’s are most appreciated.  Gift cards, along 

with monetary donations can be placed in an envelope clearly 

marked 2020 Angel Tree Appeal and placed in the offertory 

baskets or dropped off at the office.  Monetary donations to 

SSVP can also be made online. Donations will be gratefully 

accepted up until the weekend of Dec. 5/6.  Christmas Delivery 

Packages to our neighbours in need will take place on Saturday 

December 12, 2020. In past years, we have been told by some 

recipients of your gifts that these gifts had been their one source 

of Christmas cheer. Thank you for helping us bring joy to 

someone over this special season. 

Flowers for Christmas 

We are collecting monetary donations to offset the 

cost of flowers for our Christmas celebrations. If 

you would like to make a contribution, please seal 

donations in an envelope, along with your name, address and 

phone number and drop it in the Sunday collection or mail in to 

the office.  Donations may be made in the name of family or 

friends, deceased or living, for whom you may wish to pray. 

These names will be placed in the bulletin and remembered in 

prayer throughout the Season of Christmas. 

Journey Through Advent  

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(CCCB) announces a new online weekly video 

series created to help Canadian Catholic faithful to prepare for the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. Entitled Journey through 
Advent, the series is a joint project involving the CCCB’s Office 
national de liturgie, the National Liturgy Office, and the Office for 
Evangelization and Catechesis. The initiative was developed as a 
way, through the modern method of video messaging, to offer a 
resource that enriches faith formation during a time of joyful 
anticipation for the coming of the Lord and Saviour into the world. 

     The videos serve as an introduction to the liturgical Season and 
present reflections on the Gospel readings for each Sunday in 
Advent. The Most Reverend Douglas Crosby, O.M.I., Bishop of 
Hamilton and the Most Reverend Pierre Goudreault, Bishop of Saint
-Anne-de-la-Pocatière, provide spiritual and pastoral guidance on 
the readings that illustrate the true meaning of Christmas. 

     This video series is especially relevant given the COVID-19 
pandemic that places limitations on in-person gatherings for faith 
communities. It is hoped that Journey through Advent will be a 
source of deep spiritual solace and insightful preparation for all. 

     The videos will be available on the CCCB website each Monday 
in advance of the upcoming Sunday celebration (23 November, 30 
November 7 December and 14 December). The series can be found 
at the  CCCB website https://www.cccb.ca/ 

Volunteers for Mass-WE NEED YOU!  

We continue to offer thanks to the 60 volunteers who have been 

assisting with our weekend masses and have been faithfully serving 

our parish community since we re-opened in July.  We could not 

continue to safely open our doors without their commitment and 

dedication.  As we  celebrate our 4 weekend Masses, Wednesday 

daily Mass, baptisms, weddings, and funerals new volunteers are 

always needed. As we approach the Christmas Season and the 

additional Masses indicated on our cover this week, we will need 

even more volunteers to be able to safely open for these scheduled 

celebrations.  Our volunteers are responsible for welcoming and 

screening of our parishioners, seating of parishioners, directing of 

traffic flow in and out of the Cathedral and at communion, and 

sanitizing of the Cathedral after every celebration.  Please 

prayerfully consider how you might be able to contribute. Training 

will be provided in order to carry out all tasks safely and effectively. 

Please contact Cathryn Hall. 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

On the first Sunday of Advent,  November 29, at 7 p.m., the London 

Centre of the Royal Canadian College of Organists will present their 

annual Carol Service. The service was recorded at Metropolitan 

United Church and follows the traditional service of lessons and 

carols. Readers are members of London clergy, and there are organ 

and vocal solos as well as a guest appearance by the Salvation Army 

Citadel Band. The recording is available at londonrcco.com. 

King’s University College Veritas Series 

The next speaker in King’s Veritas Lecture series 

on December 3 at 7:00 p.m. is Shane Claiborne. His 

lecture “The Jesus Way in the World Today” is 

about how our faith is not just a way of believing. It is a way of 

living in the world. Christians are meant to be nonconformists, 

interrupting the patterns of our world with prophetic imagination. 

We should be a holy counterculture. After all, the Kingdom of God 

is not just something we hope for when we die, but something that 

we are to bring on earth as it is in heaven. More information and 

registration are at this link.  

https://www.cccb.ca/liturgy-sacraments/resources-in-english/liturgical-calendar/video-reflections/
https://www.cccb.ca/liturgy-sacraments/resources-in-english/liturgical-calendar/video-reflections/
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mailto:chall@dol.ca
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What if I can’t make it to Church?  The cover of this 

week’s bulletin presents the schedule for Advent and 

Christmas. It’s quite clear not everyone will be able to 

attend everything due to the circumstances caused by the 

pandemic. Our first responsibility is to remain healthy 

and safe and to support others in doing the same. Over the 

course of Advent we will offer suggestions for making 

the celebration of Advent and Christmas prayerful and 

meaningful – just as we celebrated the events of Holy 

Week and Easter. An inability to make it to the Cathedral 

in no way diminishes our presence and openness to what 

God will share with us if we are open and reflective. 

Surprises are good!  

Light a Candle – for a reason. Inviting us to prepare our 

heart for Advent, Sr. Joan Chittister offers the 

following:  “Advent is that unchangeable season when the 

same concepts, the same words rise over and over again, 

year after year, to challenge our hearts and plague our 

minds… when we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

in our lives… Candles are prominent symbols in Advent 

services. Candles focus our minds on the light of Christ 

and remind us always that time is going by, that light is 

ebbing. Light a candle occasionally during the Advent 

season and reflect on these questions: What is time for? If 

time is only for work, then what will be left of me when 

the work is done? If there is no light in me, what will 

happen when the darkness comes, as darkness comes to 

every life? What is the gain of leading a useful life if I do 

not also lead a meaningful one?”  

A story.  One day a wise rabbi turned to his students and 

asked: “How can you tell when the night has passed and 

the day is on its way back again?“ One student 

said  “When you see an animal in the distance and you 

can tell whether it is sheep or goat“ Another said “When 

you see a tree in the distance and you can tell whether it 

is a fig tree or a peach tree.“ Another said “when you can 

see a person in the distance, and you can tell whether it is 

a friend or an enemy.“ There were a number of other 

answers. But the rabbi didn’t respond and so they asked 

him what his answer was. And he replied as follows: “It 

is when you can look at the face of any human being and 

see the face of a brother or sister, because if you cannot 

do this, then no matter what time it is, for you it is still 

night.“  

Do we share  light, hope, joy and freedom? We are a 

people on whom the light of Jesus has shone and still 

shines. We keep trying to walk in the light – the light of 

truth in life, the light of holiness and grace, the light of 

justice, love and peace. Nevertheless, darkness still has 

power over us. It can take many forms. Any kind of 

hatred, lack of forgiveness, lack of reconciliation, 

injustice done to another, behaviour that is wrong- all of 

these are forms of darkness. But once we recognize the 

darkness in our lives and it does take courage, we end up 

taking responsibility for it and decide to do something 

about it. There is no joy in living in darkness. To walk in 

the light means we do have joy and we do have freedom. 

It would be wonderful if at the end of this Advent I can 

truthfully say, that with God’s help, I had left some form 

of darkness behind me. That I had allowed the light to 

shine into some area of my life where up until now 

darkness had taken root. Then I would be more ready to 

meet the Lord of light knowing that in his presence no 

form of darkness can exist.  

Celebration of Weekday Liturgy  

Wednesday, December 2nd - 12:00 pm  

Anthony & Mary Pinto; Bishop John Michael Sherlock; 
Int. of Peter & Olga Marek 

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also pray for 
those who have died and comfort those who mourn.  

 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry                  
throughout our diocese: 

Christine Yeoumans, Coordinator of Youth Ministry; Deacon Fred 
Truchon; Rev. Louis Mousseau, O.F.M. Cap.; Rebecca Bondy, 
Pastoral Minister/Coordinator of Youth Ministry; Rev. Robert 

Champagne; Janet Loo, Liturgical Facilitator/Director of Music; 
Rev. Dwayne Adam  

From the Desk of the Rector 

Readings - Sunday December 6, 2020  

Second Sunday of Advent 

First Reading - Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11 

Psalm  -  Ps  85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7) 

Second Reading - 2 Peter 3.8-14 

Gospel - Mark 1.1-8 

*** 

 Come Pray With Us 

Join us each Sunday for our Sunday Prayer Service online. The 
service invites us into the Sunday scriptures and celebrates a time 
of prayer, music, and reflection led by members of our Pastoral 
Team. The service will be available at the following link each 
Sunday morning. 

Sunday Missals 

Sunday Missals for the 2020/2021 Liturgical Year are available in 

the narthex or through the Parish Office.  Cost is $5.00.  With our 

COIVD restrictions, upon entry to the church, the missals will be 

available from our volunteers.  The volunteers will be wearing 

gloves.  We ask you to place your money in the basket to avoid 

minimal handling.  

Sunday Offertory Envelopes 

The Sunday Offertory envelopes are now available at the 

registration table for those who have registered for Mass. The 

volunteers will be wearing gloves and will distribute them as you 

check in for Mass.  Envelopes can also be picked up at the Parish 

Office.  Please call ahead if you are coming to the office.   

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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