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“Today we continue to read from the Gospel according to Mark. For the past three
Sundays, we have been hearing Mark’s reports of conversations between Jesus and his
disciples. Recall that in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus uses these private moments to teach his
disciples in greater detail about the Kingdom of God. Beginning with today’s Gospel,
Jesus returns to Judea, Jewish territory, and resumes his public ministry. The first verse of
chapter 10 of Mark’s Gospel tells us that crowds gathered around Jesus, and he taught
them, as was his custom. Immediately, the Pharisees approach Jesus to test him.
The Pharisees question Jesus about the lawfulness of divorce. Under specific conditions,
divorce was an accepted practice among the Jewish people during the time of Jesus. It was
regulated by the Law of Moses, as found in Deuteronomy 24:1-5. This law only permits
that a husband may divorce his wife if he finds her to be indecent. This is the justification
that the Pharisees reference when Jesus inquires about the commandment of Moses. In
reply, Jesus quotes from the Book of Genesis and counters that God’s original intention
was that men and women would become one flesh in marriage. Jesus describes the
teaching of Moses as a concession made to God's original intention because of human
stubbornness.
In private, Jesus’ disciples question him further about this teaching on divorce. It is to his
disciples that Jesus lays out the implications of his teaching by explaining that remarriage
after divorce is adultery. Jesus’ teaching was more restrictive than the teaching of the
Pharisees, which permitted remarriage. Jesus further distinguished his teaching from the
cultural norms of his time by applying his words equally to men and women. Jewish
culture permitted only that a husband may divorce his wife. Wives were not permitted to
divorce their husband for any reason, including adultery.
At first glance, the final part of today’s Gospel seems unconnected to the previous
teaching about divorce. When read together, however, these passages present a strong
picture of Jesus’ emphasis on the importance of family. God intended for women and men
to be joined together in marriage. Among the purposes of marriage is the raising of
children. By welcoming children and fostering their relationship with God, parents and
families bear witness to the Kingdom of God.
At the end of today’s Gospel, the people were bringing their children to Jesus, and again
Jesus’ disciples show that they just don’t get it. Recall that in the Gospel for each of the
past two Sundays, Jesus has taught his disciples the value and importance of these “little
ones” in the Kingdom of God. Yet in today’s Gospel, the disciples try to prevent people
from bringing their children to Jesus. Jesus reprimands his disciples and welcomes these
children. Again Jesus offers these children as an example of the kind of complete trust and
dependence upon God that ought to be the attitude of all believers.”
Sunday Connection, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr. B, Loyola Press

Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral
Instructions:
1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.
2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.
3. Your camera will scan the QR Code.
4. Follow the prompts to donate.

National Catholic Health Care Week
From October 3 to 9, 2021 we mark National
Catholic Health Care Week across Canada,
recognizing the important work of Catholic health
care organizations in our province and across
Canada. At the heart of Catholic health care is a
deep respect for the intrinsic value and dignity of every human
being and a commitment to serving all people, from all
backgrounds and faiths—especially those impacted by trauma,
stigma, poverty, and isolation. We pray for health care teams who
have given much over the past year and continue to who walk with
all those who are ill, deeply troubled, weary and struggling. The
healing journey depends on openness, trust and compassion, and
we are grateful for our Catholic health ministries as they strive to
create safe and welcoming places for connection and healing—
body, mind and soul. Holding all those who are hurting in our
hearts, we ask God to bless the work of Catholic health care and
we offer our prayers, support, and encouragement for the people of
our Catholic health organizations who serve with compassion and
courage. You are encouraged to mark National Catholic Health
Care Week with daily reflections and prayers. Please visit the
Catholic Health Alliance of Canada website at www.chac.ca.
CCCB Liturgy Webinar
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishop’s
Episcopal Commission for Liturgy and the
Sacraments is pleased to announce the upcoming
National Liturgy Webinar entitled Eucharistic
Transformation: Communion, Service, Mercy. The webinar has
been inspired by the November 10, 2018 address of Pope Francis
to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical
Committee for International Eucharistic Congresses. Daily
sessions led by award-winning author, Father Gilbert Ostdiek,
O.F.M., will explore how attitudes of communion, service and
mercy contribute to the development of a Eucharistic culture.
Information about this event and registration can be found on the
CCCB website at https://www.cccb.ca/liturgy-sacraments/
resources-in-english/national-liturgy-webinar/.
For
more
information, please contact Christina Ronzio, Director, National
Liturgy Office at: c.ronzio@cccb.ca .
Veritas Lecture Series
The Veritas Lecture Series engages speakers from a
variety of backgrounds to explore the depth of human experience
and to articulate the truth – the fullness of humanity – to which we
aspire. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition welcomes and embraces
this exploration as a participation in the common good that
enhances the world we inhabit. For more information or to register
for each webinar, go to https://www.kings.uwo.ca/campusministry/veritas-series/. Our next speaker is Dr. Phyllis Zagano,
whose lecture is entitled, "Catholic Women, Catholic Church:
Where Do We Go From Here?." This will take place on Thursday,
October 21 at 7:00 p.m. To register for this lecture click here.

Parish Thanksgiving Appeal
Each year, every parish in our Diocese
participates in the annual Thanksgiving
Appeal. 100% of all funds generated during
this appeal remain in the parish and help us to meet our financial
commitments and to support our many parish activities in
ministry, liturgy, outreach, and special projects. It is through your
generosity that will allow us to continue to attend to the ongoing
maintenance of our buildings, rising costs of our various ministry
initiatives, the increased demand for our outreach to the needy in
our community, and to bring to life the pastoral priorities we have
set for the years ahead.
All donations are gratefully accepted. Donations will be accepted
until the end of October.

Celebrating the Sacraments in September
We welcomed into God’s Family through the waters of Baptism:
Lennon Paradinha
Rowan McClure
Chase Pavia
Gracie Aarssen
Isabella Pierre-Louis
Bryson Burgess
Naomi Benson
Lena van den Berg
Dominic Jiron
Andrew Blake
Carter Debus
Monica Robitaille
Camille Gibson
We celebrate the children of our parish who received the
Eucharist for the first time:
Charlotte Bryce
Natalia Szabo
We congratulate the following couples who have committed
their lives to each other and God through the sacrament of
Marriage:
Mitch Henderson & Anna Kwiecien
Robert Anderson & Amy Mikula
A.J. Stephen & Lauren Abbott
Menasie Abraha & Charlotte Bes
Andrew Harriman-Duke & Alexa Noren
Sacramental Preparation
With the new school year beginning, many families are
looking at sacramental preparation for their children.
Sacramental Preparation will be offered for all those
preparing to receive the Sacraments of First
Reconciliation (Confession) and First Communion (age 7/
Grade 2). Over the past number of years we have offered this
preparation as an “at-home” experience with parents assisting
their children in their preparation with parish supplied resources.
Preparation is open to children in the separate or public school
system. Preparation materials will be available mid-October. For
more information and to register, please contact Cathryn Hall
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation (age 14/Grade
8) for students currently in Grade 8 will be announced in the new
year. We hope to return to out traditional practice of celebrating
this sacrament at Pentecost, preparation taking place during the
Easter Season.

From the Desk of the Rector
The pandemic isn’t over yet. However, available
effective COVID-19 vaccines continue to be a sign of
hope for all of us. With them we confront death,
financial collapse for some, isolation and tremendous
suffering for those who are most vulnerable. Yet, some
refuse to be vaccinated. I know that through what I’m
told and what I hear in conversations many have
initiated. Some conversations are gentle in the pursuit
of gathering information. Some are fearful and
searching for reassurance. Others are aggressive in
nature. Some just want to let others know the Church is
seriously misguided in this area. This is yet another
sign of growing division in the Church but that is a
topic for another day.
Pope Francis reminded us “the Church is called to
accompany humanity.” He added “We must bring
“healing and salvation in the midst of sickness and
death … tenderness in the midst of hatred … and
‘viralize’ love and ‘globalize’ hope in the light of faith.”
This is definitely when we need each other. We have
constantly been reminded that getting vaccinated
concerns our own life as well as the lives of others.
Dangerous misinformation about the vaccines
continues to be spread. To counter that, documents
concerning the matter can be found on both the
Vatican and our diocesan websites.
We need to trust science, not rumors and conspiracy
theories that spread as quickly as the virus. Follow the
advice of trusted sources, including local public health
authorities.
It is wrong to spread information from questionable
sources that has not been verified.
We all must do our part and work together to bring this
pandemic to an end. That means getting vaccinated as
soon as possible — not only to protect ourselves, but
also so that we do not pass on this virus to those who
are more likely to die from it.
Lending his voice to a citywide campaign in Hamilton,
Bishop Douglas Crosby could not have put it more
simply: “I have faith in COVID-19 vaccines. Here’s why:
Vaccines protect my health. Vaccines protect my
coworkers. Vaccines protect my parishioners. Vaccines
protect us all.”
We are called to promote the common good and to
show our love for our neighbour.

Requested Mass Intentions
October 6, 2021—Wednesday 12 PM
Larry Mellen
Ints of Peter & Olga Marek
Ints of Jana Zemanek & Family
We remember in prayer all those who are sick. We also pray for
those who have died including Margaret Nelson, and Patrick
Gowdy; and comfort those who mourn.
We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry
throughout our diocese:
Rev. Ljubo Lebo, O.F.M.; Rev. Stephen Marsh; Rev. Richard
Tremblay; Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary; Rev.
Nelson Cabral; Miss Leigh Duckworth, Coordinator of Youth
Ministry; Deacon John Vezina
Readings for October 10, 2021
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading - Wisdom 7.7-11
Responsorial - Ps 90.12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (R.14)
R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, that we may rejoice and be glad.
Second Reading - Hebrews 4.12-13
Gospel - Mark 10.17-30
Reservations for Weekend Masses

Reservations for the weekend masses are still necessary. Each week
we have many “no shows” or those with reservations arriving very
close to or after Mass has begun. A reminder that all those with
reservations must arrive no later than 15 minutes before mass for
registration, prescreening check, and seating. Once the 15 minutes
has passed we give away the reserved seats to those arriving without
a reservation. Those arriving without a reservation are not
guaranteed a seat. No one will be seated after mass has begun.
Thank you for your cooperation with this.
Parish Centre Update
Beginning September 22, 2021, in conjunction with the Provincial
mandate for “meeting and event spaces and facilities used for sports
and fitness activities”, anyone entering St. Peter’s Parish Centre will
need to provide proof of full vaccination status with either a Health
Canada or CDC authorized vaccine.
If you require more information, please contact our Business
Manager, Brian Galea.
St. Michael’s Social Justice Ministry
Are you troubled by injustice and want to
be a voice for the vulnerable? St. Michael's
Social Justice Ministry is seeking new members. Rooted in Gospel
values and the Church’s social teaching, the Ministry strives to
heighten the faith community’s consciousness of societal needs in
order to facilitate an effective response to these needs. The Ministry
does this primarily through educational initiatives. Meetings are the
2nd Tuesday of the month at St. Michael's (currently via Zoom). All
are welcome. Please contact St. Michael's office at 519-433-6689.

DONOHUE

FUNERAL HOME

www.jacksonmonuments.ca

Our family serving your family since 1930

Member of St. Peter’s

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca
362 Waterloo St. at King ● 519.434.2708
St. Peter’s Cemetery and
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum
London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery

Monument & Marker Sales
Engraving & Inscriptions
519.451.3838

admin@jacksonmonuments.ca

www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca

For information, please contact a
Family Service Counsellor at the
cemetery office
806 Victoria St. 519.451.9120

Silicon IT

Computer repair service
at an affordable price
Service available 7 days a
week

Memorial Windows
Restorations
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
519.432.9624

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.

647.539.3083

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel
350 William Street, London
Joseph E. O’Neil 519.432.7136

J.M.J. Accounting
& Tax Services

What matters is what you net, not
what you gross

Accounting &
Income Tax Services

James Vollmer

Personal ● Business
Corporate ● Estates

Sr. Accountant

519.645.6482

www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca
james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 4pm

519.690.0802

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory
519.438.1960

208 Central Avenue
(just west of Richmond St.)
London, ON N6A 1M7

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS
Downtown London - 122 Carling Street
519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca
Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals
Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life

CALL BRIAN TODAY!
519-432-3475 ext 226

Westview Funeral Chapel
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD.

Paul Needham

Funeral Director
519.641.1793
709 Wonderland Rd. N.

Better living, inside and out.™
519.433.0391
bluestoneproperties.com
DOWNTOWN EVENING &
WEEKEND PARKING AT
ST. PETER’S

J.A. MEREN

Lawyer

187 Devonshire Ave.

519.439.9564

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not support St.
Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of $5.00 after 4:30 PM
weekdays and Saturday?

Letterheads ● Business Cards
Flyers ● Envelopes
& Variable Data Mailings
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON

We Do All Types of Printing
519-453-5880

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details.

Meditation in the
Christian Tradition

Start Planning!
Give us a call today!

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio
Screen & Window Repairs
136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE

Joe Elia
Owner/Manager
TICO REG #50010858
By Appointment Only

943 Adirondack Rd.
London, ON N6K 4W8
519.432.5555
escape@escape-travel.ca
www.escape-travel.ca

Basements ● Bathrooms
Kitchens
Fence & Deck Installation
Call Ricky
519.870.1574

Complete machine
shop service
Quality & Expertise
www.gplmachine.com

“Be still and know that I am God.”
Mondays
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM
Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM
All are welcome!

Please email behall2@gmail.com
to register.

519.455.4050

MENDES LAW FIRM
SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF
● NEW & USED BOILERS ● TANKS
● COMBUSTION
● PRESSURE PIPING
● CONTROLS
● REFRACTORY
STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

127 King St. London

519.438.0808

519.432.5855
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William)
www.dannyswineandbeer.com

