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“The majority of the most beautiful and profound teachings in our world are brief, concise, and
simple — but seldom easy. Humans love to build elaborate theological and philosophical
systems with them, but this is usually an attempt to flee the uncompromising demands of the
teaching. And then there is the human desire to control things. There is no better way to
accomplish this than by burying the divine commands under mountains of verbiage.
The words of the Shema (Hear, O Israel) constantly reminded Israelites of the most essential
element of their faith — loving God. But not the tepid way of “loving God” that is prevalent in
modern forms of religiosity. They were urged to love God with all their heart, soul and might.
Ninety or even 98 per cent would not be enough — all means all. God had to be a consuming
passion and as important as the breath of life itself. In biblical terms, love is not simply equated
with emotions and feelings. In many respects, love was a synonym for loyalty.
It is soon apparent when the love of God has become diluted or corrupted, either in the life of
an individual or a community. When God is no longer our first love, our centre is gone and it is
easy to spin out of control. God also shows love by being loyal to us. Jesus did not assume the
high priesthood or status as Saviour for a limited tenure but for eternity. He is perfect and
undefiled in every way and always stands ready to stretch out His hand to all who are suffering
in any way.
The scribe (in today’s Gospel) saw how well Jesus handled all the religious questions that were
thrown at Him. He wanted to know which of the commandments was the first of all for he
wanted to do things right. Jesus did not reveal something new and unique but quoted from the
heart of the Israelite tradition — the Shema. Love of God was the prime commandment. But He
added something from the Book of Leviticus — you shall love your neighbour as yourself. In
effect, He made two commandments into one, for they were inextricably connected.
We cannot claim to love God if we do not love people. On the other hand, those who
consistently love and serve others are loving God in their own way even if they may not be
conventionally religious.
The scribe was ecstatic; he agreed completely that loving God and one’s neighbour were far
more important than external religiosity. Jesus recognized that this was one scribe who
definitely “got it,” and He responded by observing that the scribe was not far from the kingdom
of God. By “not far” He certainly did not mean that the kingdom was around the corner or up
the street, for it is not a place, a thing or something that we build. The kingdom is a state of
consciousness and spiritual awareness in which one is in harmony with the divine heart and
mind.
Those who have crossed this threshold into God’s kingdom are very different sorts of people.
Some might be recognized formally as saints, but most often they are individuals who quietly
and even anonymously go about their tasks of helping, loving, encouraging and blessing others.
The kingdom awaits us whenever we begin the journey away from worldly ways and thinking.”
Excerpt from God’s Word on Sunday, Fr. Scott Lewis, 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Mobile Giving at St. Peter’s Cathedral
Instructions:
1. Place your device in camera mode or open the QR Code Reader.
2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.
3. Your camera will scan the QR Code.
4. Follow the prompts to donate.

Feast of All Saints and
All Souls

Celebrating the Sacraments in September

“On the Solemnity of All
Saints, our hearts are
dilated to the dimensions
of Heaven, exceeding the
limits of time and space.
At the beginning of
Christianity, the members of the Church were also called "saints". In
his First Letter to the Corinthians, St Paul addresses "those sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in
every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Cor 1: 2).
Indeed, Christians are already saints because Baptism unites them to
Jesus and to his Paschal Mystery, but at the same time they must
become so by conforming themselves ever more closely to him.
Sometimes, people think that holiness is a privileged condition
reserved for the few elect. Actually, becoming holy is every
Christian's task, indeed, we could say, every person's! The Apostle
writes that God has always blessed us and has chosen us in Christ
"that we should be holy and blameless before him... in love" (Eph 1:
3-5). All human beings are therefore called to holiness, which
ultimately consists in living as children of God, in that "likeness"
with him in accordance with which they were created. All human
beings are children of God and all must become what they are by
means of the demanding process of freedom. God invites everyone to
belong to his holy people. The "Way" is Christ, the Son, the Holy
One of God.

We welcomed into God’s Family through the waters of Baptism:
Makenna Snoeys
Antonio Maisano
Benedict Castaneda
Arlo MacGregor
Madison Martin
Elliot White
Jaxson Rosso
Eric Prieri
Logan Munn
Eleandra Gassi
Rosie Gillespie
Ella Jensen
Xavier Francisco
Sophia MacLachlan
Valentina Maisano
Quinn McLay
We welcomed into God’s Family through a Profession of Faith:
Leanora Gassi

Natalie Rogerson

We celebrate the children of our parish who received the Eucharist
for the first time:
Liam Whitty
Zak Kadour
Desmyn Whitty
Oliver Kadour
We congratulate the following couples who have committed their
lives to each other and God through the sacrament of Marriage:
Kristian Baquiran & Maria Faith Caluya
Robert Allan Hill & Emily Ferraro
Nicholas James Watson & Katelyn Marie Komsa
Truth, Reconciliation and Healing: Speaker Series and
Gatherings-Springbank Catholic Family of Parishes

The Church has wisely placed in close succession the Feast of All
Saints and All Souls' Day. Our prayer of praise to God and
veneration of the blessed spirits which today's liturgy presents to us
as "a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and tongues" (Rv 7: 9), is united with
prayers of suffrage for all who have preceded us in passing from this
world to eternal life. To tell the truth, the Church invites us to pray
for them every day, also offering our daily sufferings and efforts so
that, completely purified, they may be admitted to the eternal joy of
light and peace in the Lord.

The relationship between the church and the Indigenous Peoples of
Turtle Island has been fraught for 500 years but rarely acknowledged
or discussed within our communities. With the revelations of
countless unmarked graves, the Church and our nation is beginning to
wake up.

The Virgin Mary is resplendent at the centre of the Assembly of
Saints. By putting our hand in hers, we feel encouraged to walk more
enthusiastically on the path of holiness. Let us entrust to her our daily
work and pray to her today for our dear departed, in the intimate
hope of meeting one another all together one day in the glorious
Communion of Saints.”

November 3 - Archbishop Murray Chatlain,
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas
November 10 - Bishop Jon Hansen,
Diocese of McKenzie-Fort Smith

Benedict XVI, Angelus, November 1, 2007

Diocesan COVID-19 Vaccination Policy
On October 18, Bishop Fabbro promulgated a COVID19 Vaccination Policy for all clergy, employees, staff,
and volunteers engaged in the ministry of the Church.
This policy has been enacted to continue to provide safe places of
worship, work, and ministry, celebrate the sacraments, and carry out
our religious duties and responsibilities for the common good. As
Pope Francis himself said: "Being vaccinated is an act of love. Each
one of us can make his or her own small gesture of love....no matter
how small, love is always grand. Small gestures for a better future".
The full policy can be found here. For a paper copy, please call the
office.

The speaker series, that began in September gathers to discuss the
legacy, which is ours, while calling us beyond ourselves to part of the
process of reconciliation and healing. The final two speakers are:

These gatherings will take place in the Parish Hall at St. George's,
beginning at 7:00 pm and concluding by 9:00 pm. Registration will
be required, whether you would like to attend these talks in person or
virtually. Registration is available through the parish website https://
springbankcatholic.ca/truthandreconciliation/ or by calling the parish
office at 471-4220. This series is sponsored by Springbank Catholic
Family of Parishes and Northern Bridge Community Partnership
(northernbridge.org).
Mass, Confessions, and YOU
We are exploring the possibility of adding another weekday noon
Mass (Fridays) as well as looking at a weekly Confession time
(Saturday, 9am-9:45am). We will need more volunteers to carry this
out with the regular duties needed of screening, registration, and
seating. Proof of vaccination is now required. If you are interested in
assisting, please contact Cathryn Hall chall@dol.ca.

From the Desk of the Rector
After talking around a matter for a period of time has
anyone ever asked the question “So, what is it you really
want or need?” Sometimes we easily complicate things
with red tape, official procedures and various processes in
order to get things done. I thought of this pitfall reading
last week’s Gospel of the story of Bartimaeus. He was
blind but clearly felt that with Jesus in the area something
could be done for him. Seeing possibilities for a new life
he tried to get the attention of Jesus by yelling out and
didn’t let those who told him to be quiet get in the way or
sidetrack what he needed. Maybe some of those
following Jesus were listening and reflecting on what Jesus
was telling them. Good – but - Bartimaeus wanted
action. When Jesus asks “What do you want me to do for
you?” he takes him at his word and says “I want to see.”
Would we do that? Do we ever do that? Where am I in
following Jesus? Am I just lazily following along with Mass
occasionally, contributing here and there. Do I take part in
superficial discussions about life, politics, the Church,
morality when they come up? Or, like Bartimaeus do I
ever go straight to Jesus in my prayer and tell him directly
and exactly what I need, what I want? However, before
doing that I need to genuinely know what I want. Do I
really have a vision for my life as a Christian? Over the
years, can I say I am growing, maturing and changing? Do
I confide in those who will hold me accountable? What is
the most vital part of my life?
For any of us, Jesus can make us more aware but only if
we would like that to happen. It is possible to grow and
change – to eliminate our blindness, deafness, confusion
and illusions. It is always possible to have our hearts
made compassionate and work within the community of
faith.
How does this happen? One step might be to stop just
talking about Jesus and what he says. Perhaps we could
stop just arguing about headlines describing what’s
happening in the Church. Like Bartimaeus we need to get
something done in our life. Take time to reflect on the
question “What do you really want?” because if we
sincerely approach Jesus in prayer he will ask us, “What do
you want me to do for you?”
Be humble enough to allow Jesus to show us his presence
in the question of a troubled child, the weathered hand of
someone asking for help, a colleague at work, medical
staff in hospitals, teachers encouraging us to learn and
grow, first responders protecting us, parents and children
caring for each other.
Do you and I want to see Jesus wherever he is?

Requested Mass Intentions
November 3, 2021—Wednesday 12 PM
Edel Quinn & Alphonsus Lambe; Nick Castrilli;
Concetta & Guiseppe Aragona
We remember in prayer all those who are sick including Lolita
Caalim. We also pray for those who have died including Fred
Palamaryk; Mary Anne Marrone; Rene Van Den Heuvel; and
Fernando “Andy” Andreozzi, father of Marco, Robert and Angelo;
and comfort those who mourn.
We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry
throughout our diocese:
Rev. Antonio Del Ciancio; Rev. John Betkowski; Rev. Robert
Rocheleau; Deacon Gary Coyle; Deacon Anthony Hogervorst; Most
Rev. John Corriveau, O.F.M. Cap.;
Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Sacramental Preparation
With the new school year beginning, many families are looking at
sacramental preparation for their children. Sacramental Preparation
will be offered for all those preparing to receive the Sacraments of
First Reconciliation (Confession) and First Communion (age 7/
Grade 2). Over the past number of years we have offered this
preparation as an “at-home” experience with parents assisting their
children in their preparation with parish supplied resources.
Preparation is open to children in the separate or public school
system. Preparation materials will be available mid-October. For
more information and to register, please contact Cathryn Hall.
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation (age 14/Grade 8)
for students currently in Grade 8 will be announced in the new year.
We hope to return to out traditional practice of celebrating this
sacrament at Pentecost, preparation taking place during the Easter
Season.
King’s Veritas Lecture
The next speaker is Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, CM, Ed.D., whose
lecture is entitled, "Amidst the Fray: Catholic Universities and the
Intellectual Life." This will take place on Thursday, November 18,
2021 at 7:00 p.m. To register for this lecture is found at https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_uKoaGsnsQkubr9om4vYjYQ. The Veritas Lecture Series
engages speakers from a variety of backgrounds to explore the depth
of human experience and to articulate the truth – the fullness of
humanity – to which we aspire. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition
welcomes and embraces this exploration as a participation in the
common good that enhances the world we inhabit. For more
information, visit https://www.kings.uwo.ca/.
Men’s Morning Reflection for the Year of St. Joseph
Save the Date
On Saturday 4 December 2021, the Pastoral Services Office will be
hosting a Men’s Day of Reflection from 9 a.m. to noon. As the Year
of St. Joseph comes to a close, this time of reflection is an
opportunity for men to grow in understanding St. Joseph – a man of
faith, a family man and a person who cared for those in need.
Presenters include Most Rev. Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A,
Tom Ketelaars and Zack Fitzmaurice. The reflection will take place
via Zoom, so you can participate from the comfort of your own home.
More information is here and registration is now open at this link.

DONOHUE

FUNERAL HOME

www.jacksonmonuments.ca

Our family serving your family since 1930

Member of St. Peter’s

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca
362 Waterloo St. at King ● 519.434.2708
St. Peter’s Cemetery and
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum
London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery

Monument & Marker Sales
Engraving & Inscriptions
519.451.3838

admin@jacksonmonuments.ca

www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca

For information, please contact a
Family Service Counsellor at the
cemetery office
806 Victoria St. 519.451.9120

Silicon IT

Computer repair service
at an affordable price
Service available 7 days a
week

Memorial Windows
Restorations
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
519.432.9624

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.

647.539.3083

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel
350 William Street, London
Joseph E. O’Neil 519.432.7136

J.M.J. Accounting
& Tax Services

What matters is what you net, not
what you gross

Accounting &
Income Tax Services

James Vollmer

Personal ● Business
Corporate ● Estates

Sr. Accountant

519.645.6482

www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca
james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 4pm

519.690.0802

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory
519.438.1960

208 Central Avenue
(just west of Richmond St.)
London, ON N6A 1M7

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS
Downtown London - 122 Carling Street
519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca
Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals
Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life

CALL BRIAN TODAY!
519-432-3475 ext 226

Westview Funeral Chapel
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD.

Paul Needham

Funeral Director
519.641.1793
709 Wonderland Rd. N.

Better living, inside and out.™
519.433.0391
bluestoneproperties.com
DOWNTOWN EVENING &
WEEKEND PARKING AT
ST. PETER’S

J.A. MEREN

Lawyer

187 Devonshire Ave.

519.439.9564

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not support St.
Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of $5.00 after 4:30 PM
weekdays and Saturday?

Letterheads ● Business Cards
Flyers ● Envelopes
& Variable Data Mailings
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON

We Do All Types of Printing
519-453-5880

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details.

Meditation in the
Christian Tradition

Start Planning!
Give us a call today!

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio
Screen & Window Repairs
136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE

Joe Elia
Owner/Manager
TICO REG #50010858
By Appointment Only

943 Adirondack Rd.
London, ON N6K 4W8
519.432.5555
escape@escape-travel.ca
www.escape-travel.ca

Basements ● Bathrooms
Kitchens
Fence & Deck Installation
Call Ricky
519.870.1574

Complete machine
shop service
Quality & Expertise
www.gplmachine.com

“Be still and know that I am God.”
Mondays
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM
Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM
All are welcome!

Please email behall2@gmail.com
to register.

519.455.4050

MENDES LAW FIRM
SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF
● NEW & USED BOILERS ● TANKS
● COMBUSTION
● PRESSURE PIPING
● CONTROLS
● REFRACTORY
STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

127 King St. London

519.438.0808

519.432.5855
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William)
www.dannyswineandbeer.com

