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Seven Useless Facts About Myself 

By Father Peter Amszej 
 

Father Jim asked me to introduce myself by writing a little something about myself for 
the bulletin. Let me summarize my life for you: Boring! Well, seven seems to be an 
important number in the Scriptures; maybe that number will make these following facts 
about me seem more important than they actually are! 

      1. Much of my life has been spent around the general vicinity of the cathedral. I 
grew up on the south end of Colborne Street, went to the old St. John’s Elementary 
School on Hill Street, was a parishioner at Our Lady of Częstochowa Church, attended 
Catholic Central High School and also worked for several years just down the street at 
the London Life building. So, basically, I haven’t gone very far in life. 

      2. My parents came to Canada from Poland but, due to shifting borders after the 
Second World War, the place where they were born and raised is now part of Belarus. I 
like to think that’s why I bear such a striking resemblance to one Vladimir Lenin. Or, 
Uncle Vlady as we called him. 

      3. My parents were older when they got married and had my older brother and 
myself. In fact, when I was born, my father was already fifty-seven years old and my 
mother was already in her mid-forties! So, that pretty much makes me a “miracle baby”. 
Please treat me accordingly. 

      4. I worked at several jobs before entering the seminary: delivering newspapers, fast 
food restaurant, movie theatre, lumber yard, government libraries and the 
aforementioned London Life Insurance Company. I’ve also worked at several parishes 
in our diocese and at St. Peter’s Seminary here In London. Basically, what I’m trying to 
say is that I seem to have trouble holding down a job for a long time. Don’t get too 
attached to me! 

      5. I have a personal Twitter feed (@FrPeterAmszej) where I tweet a short reflection 
on the daily Mass readings. I have about a thousand less followers on my Twitter feed 
than Father Jim has on his - but I’m not jealous. Really, I’m not. No, seriously, I’m OK 
with that. OK, maybe a little jealous. Please subscribe. 

      6. While I’ll be serving here at the Cathedral for the next ten months, I’ll be living 
at St. Andrew’s Parish with the Capuchin Friars and discerning a possible religious 
vocation with them. If anyone has any reason why they feel the Capuchins would be 
making a horrible mistake in accepting me into their midst, please contact their 
vocations director immediately and warn them! Or, you could just let them get to know 
me for a few weeks and they’ll probably come to the same conclusion anyway. 

      7. As you might be able to tell from the previous six useless facts, I like to joke 
around and tend to think I’m pretty funny. Oddly, very few people agree with that self-
assessment of my humour. Feel free to be swayed to the majority opinion. I’ll 
understand. 

      8. Wow, bonus useless fact! I should say that I’m very happy to be serving here 
among you this year and look forward to what God has in store for us! 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday 9:00 A.M. & 12:00 P.M. 
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“The gospel this Sunday puts before us the             
experience of being lost and found by God. Jesus 
uses not one but three images to describe for us the 
lengths God goes to in order to find us when we       
ourselves are lost. The parables also describes how 
God rejoices when we are found. The shepherd, the 
woman and the father all have in common losing, 
searching, finding and celebrating. Each of them had 
lost something that was precious to them and how 
happy they were when they had found it! 

In the gospel, Jesus presents deeply tender images of 
God to show that whenever we stray from God’s 
compassion and love, (being lost), God always 
searches for us in order to find us, heal us and bring 
us home. All we have to do is realise and admit that 
sometimes we do wander off and get lost. We are 
asked to recognise our need for God, and then begin 
our journey home where God will rejoice and        
celebrate. 

The shepherd, the woman and the father went to 
great lengths to find what they had lost. They never 

gave up until they found their most precious         
belonging. God never gives up on us. God loves each 
of us personally, passionately and intimately. When 
we can admit and recognise that we have lost our 
way, God comes running to find us. Our God is a 
forgiving and compassionate God. May we waste no 
more time in being lost and hurry home to join in the 
feast and celebration. Our God is waiting is for us!” 

 

Excerpt from Gospel Reflection for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Michael 
Moore, OMI; https://oblates.ie/gospel-reflection-24th-sunday-ordinary-time 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We shall be getting together on September 

17th at 7pm to bring the shawls we have 

completed at home during the spring and summer. 

Please come that night and join us. We'll meet in 

Room 105. As a reminder please bring a mask to 

wear and we shall be following the COVID-19    

regulations as set by St. Peter’s Cathedral and the        

Diocese of London. See you all then.  

Lost and Found 

Pickleball Anyone? 

St. Peter's Cathedral now has a pickle-

ball court which has been installed in 

the gym and is available for booking 

from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm Monday to Friday in 1 1/2 

hour increments. The rental cost for a court is $25 

for the 1 1/2 hours. Free Parking is available and a 

change room is available if needed. Players will need 

to bring their own paddles and balls. Please contact 

basilica@dol.ca or 519-432-3475. 

Parking Available 

St. Peter's has monthly day parking     

available in our North parking lot. The cost 

is $125/month which is substantially below our   

competitors in the area. Please email or call at      

basilica@dol.ca or 519-432-3475. 

Development and Peace                                         

Caritas Canada Campaign 

Development and Peace – Caritas Canada helps to 

serve our brothers and sisters who are affected by    

poverty. The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the 

deep inequalities that exist in our world today. To assist 

those in need they’ve begun their new campaign 

COVID-19: Recovering Together! Through this     

campaign - and by making a donation online, or at your 

parish on September 19 or 20 - you are invited to be 

part of a global just recovery to the pandemic that 

moves us towards a more sustainable and equitable  

future. In these times, your ongoing support gives hope 

that we can recover together, so that all can live in   

dignity. To learn more, please click here. Thank you for 

taking part in our campaign! 

The Veritas Series for Faith and Culture Lecture – 

September 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

King’s University College has announced the speakers 

for the 2020-2021 Veritas lecture series. All lectures 

will be held online via Zoom. The first in the series on 

September 17 is co-sponsored by the King’s Principal 

and the Sisters of St. Joseph: Jesse Thistle - FINDING 

THE TRAIL: A MÉTIS LIFE OVERCOMING      

ADVERSITY. This lecture is an autobiographical  

keynote which explores themes from his debut      

memoir, From the Ashes. For more information and to 

register, please click here. 
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Sunday Mass. As promised, a review of our Sunday 

Mass schedule and protocol is underway. As well we 

are discussing daily Mass, Reconciliation and the other 

sacraments.  More information will be provided in next 

week’s bulletin. I want to thank Cathryn Hall and our 

team of volunteers for providing a safe environment in 

which to celebrate the Eucharist. Without them we 

would not be able to gather. Without those attending we 

would not be able to celebrate as a community the gift 

of the Eucharist. Has the inability to attend Sunday 

Mass heightened our appreciation of the gift we are 

able to celebrate each week?  It is the act of worship 

that calls us together in order to be nourished to carry 

out our responsibilities, especially to those most in 

need.  

How Can We Help?   In last Friday’s London Free 

Press, reporter Megan Stacey wrote: “It’s a one-two 

punch that shows how deeply London is struggling and 

how many are being left behind. With more than 

70,000 people in poverty, one in seven families unable 

to put enough food on the table, Indigenous people    

and newcomers hit hardest by poverty and 

homelessness, and COVID-19 walloping marginalized 

neighbourhoods the hardest, the latest snapshot by the 

London Community Foundation paints a grim picture.” 

The Vital signs highlights include:   

• 5000 wait list geared-to-income housing  

• 36% indigenous community and 55%  

newcomers in poverty  

• 30% increase in domestic violence   

• Marginalized neighbourhoods – four times 

as many cases of Covid  

• Food insecurity exists in one of seven 

households  

• Indigenous and marginalized populations 

have lower levels of education.   

As citizens of London and parishioners of St. Peter’s 

concerned with outreach to those in need what can we 

do?  That’s a question many need to be asking.  The 

first step would be to read the report in order to become 

informed.  

Forgiveness. In today’s Gospel Jesus informs Peter he 

must forgive endlessly. That’s a tough directive. 

However, think about it for a moment. When I do, I 

realize very quickly how often God had forgiven me. 

That fact alone should move me to forgive others.  God 

forgives me freely. Can I do the same for others? At 

times we have all received something for free that we 

didn’t earn or deserve? Did that change me?  Did it 

make me more appreciative and generous?  

Starting Back. Elementary and high school students 

return to classes this week. Our school administrators 

and teachers have worked overtime to make sure all is 

ready for a safe and successful launch. It's a reminder to 

us to keep following the safety measures every person 

is responsible for - washing our hands, keeping our 

distance and wearing a mask. 

 

 

 

 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick.                    

We also pray for those who have died including 

Mariela Smith, wife of Pat and mother and                

mother-in-law of Terri & Rob Tate;                           

and comfort those who mourn. 

 

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry        

throughout our diocese: 
 

The Seminarians of the Diocese of London;            

Rev. Robert Remark; Lisa Mullins, Pastoral Minister;    

Rev. Daniel Vere; Rev. Michael Michon;                   

Deacon Henry Kling; Rev. Waclaw Chudy, C.S.M.A. 

From the Desk of the Rector 

Readings - Sunday September 20, 2020 

First Reading - Isaiah 55.6-9 

Psalm  -  Ps  145.2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (R. 18) 

Second Reading - Philippians 1.20-24, 27 

Gospel - Matthew 20.1-16 

Are you envious because I am generous? 

*** 

 Come Pray With Us 

Join us each Sunday for our Sunday Prayer Service 
online. The service invites us into the Sunday      
scriptures and celebrates a time of prayer, music, and 
reflection led by members of our Pastoral Team. The 
service will be available at the following link each 
Sunday morning. 

https://www.cathedral.dol.ca/sunday-prayer-service


519.432.5855 
127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Banquet Hall & Cater-
“We cater to your imagi-

109 Falcon St., 
London 

519.451.4730 
Serving Southwestern  
Ontario since 1983 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Kensal 
Rental 

SERVICE LTD. 
Serving the Rental  

Industry Since 1963 
www.kensalrental.com 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 
 

519.438.1960 

 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 J.M.J. Accounting 

& Tax Services 
What matters is what you net, not 

what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a week 
 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

Call Brian today! 

519-432-3475 x 226 

 

                                   

We can accommodate groups from 2 - 200! 
Banquet facilities available 

Great rates! 

For more info, contact Brian at  

519.432.3475 x226 or  

bgalea@dol.ca 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not 

support St. Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of 

$5.00 after 4:30 PM weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 
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