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Aux fidèles du diocèse de London 

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ, 

 

J'ai le plaisir de vous informer des progrès du Comité 

de vérité et réconciliation du Diocèse de London que 

j'ai créé l'automne dernier et de certains des efforts 

continus de la Conférence des évêques catholiques 

du Canada. 

 Notre comité local a pu se réunir trois fois, 

virtuellement, et il compile actuellement une liste de 

ressources que nos paroisses et communautés 

religieuses pourraient trouver utiles dans leur quête 

pour mieux comprendre l'héritage du système des 

pensionnats du Canada. Leur espoir est de fournir 

une variété de ressources adaptées aux différents 

âges et origines. 

 

 Bishop Fabbro’s Letter to the Faithful on our 

Truth and Reconciliation Work (in English and 

French): Pages 1 & 4 

 An Interview with Kathy Furlong: Pages 1 & 3 

 Holy Week 2022: Page 6 

 Upcoming Events in the Diocese: Page 7 

(continued on page 4)  

(continued on page 3)  

To All the Faithful of the Diocese of London 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I am pleased to bring you updates on the progress of 

the Truth and Reconciliation Committee of the 

Diocese of London which I established last fall and 

on some of the ongoing efforts of the Canadian 

Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

 Our local Committee has been able to meet three 

times, virtually, and they are currently compiling a 

list of resources that our parishes and faith 

communities may find helpful in their pursuit to 

better understand the legacy of Canada’s 

residential school system. Their hope is to provide 

a variety of resources, appropriate to various ages 

and backgrounds. 

On February 22, Bishop Fabbro sent a letter to the 

faithful to provide some updates on the Truth and 

Reconciliation work being undertaken by the 

Diocese of London and with the CCCB. Those two 

letters are below in English and French.  

(continued on page 4)  

Tell us about yourself 

including your work with 

Indigenous 

communities? 

I was born and raised in 

Sault Ste. Marie, and 

have family who are 

members of Batchewana 

First Nation. I began my 

teaching career in 

Windsor with the Windsor-Essex Catholic District 

School Board and spent 25 years there.   

After 25 years in Windsor, my family moved to 

London.  When I left Windsor I was principal at St. 

Thomas of Villanova Secondary School. I joined the 

Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) and 

worked as a principal and then a system principal. As 

a system principal I had responsibility for Indigenous 

Education.  After three years with the TVDSB, I 

became a Superintendent of Education with the 

London District Catholic School Board (LDCSB) and 

had responsibility for Indigenous Education. After 

Support the people of Ukraine 
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In this, our third issue of Missio in  a newsletter format, we are establishing  the 

timeframe for the release of future issues. They will be released in the first 

week of the second month of the newsletter’s issue date. So, like this March-

April issue, it will be posted in the first week of April. Please enjoy the updates 

and content on our local Indigenous truth and reconciliation work. It will be a 

long journey, but as it proceeds, we pray it will bear abundant fruit in the quest 

for healing and reconciliation with the Indigenous peoples of this land. 
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deep respect with Indigenous people and communities.  
This is a critical step towards healing and reconciliation. 

3.  You have seen Bishop Fabbro's letter to the faithful 
about this committee. What do you want the committee 
to achieve? 

My hope is that the committee will be an instrument of 
truth and reconciliation.  That we will be able to facilitate 
open dialogue with the faithful of the diocese and 
Indigenous people and communities so that we can 
move forward the commitment to actions made by 
Bishop Fabbro in his letter on September 27 which 
includes: dialogue with local Indigenous Peoples, 
educating ourselves on these issues in order to learn 
how we can move forward, exploring the possibility of a 
“service of reparation”, and participating in the 
fundraising campaign announced by the Bishops of 
Canada. 

What can the faithful of the Diocese do to support the 
journey of healing and reconciliation with Indigenous 
people?  

That we use this opportunity to educate ourselves, to: 

 Seek out opportunities to learn our shared history 
with Indigenous people.  Facing the truth of the past 
to understand why we are where we are today will 
enable us to be better listeners to those who have 
been hurt, and in asking how we can build bridges to 
healing and reconciliation   

 Seek out opportunities to learn about the culture, 
spirituality, traditions, and contributions of Indigenous 
people.  Resources will be made available on a page 
of the diocesan website 

 Seek out opportunities to participate in experiences 
with local Indigenous communities and organizations 
such as attending a PowWow, attending the Althosa 
Peace Award celebration, etc. 

 Seek out opportunities to support initiatives in which 
Indigenous organizations and communities are 
engaged 

In taking action to support the journey of healing and 
reconciliation with Indigenous people, it is important to 
remember “nothing about us without us”.  It is important 
that first we engage in dialogue to ensure that the 
action we are taking is what is wanted.  This is why 
creating relationships of trust, honour and deep respect 
is so important.  

What is your long-term hope for Indigenous people and 
the Diocese? 

My long-term hope is that through healing and 
reconciliation we will walk together in a relationship of 
trust, honour, deep respect and friendship.   

Seven years as a Superintendent of Education, I 
retired this past July.   

Through my work at TVDSB and LDCSB, I have had 
the privilege and pleasure of working with 
communities of Chippewas of the Thames First 
Nation, Munsee-Delaware Nation and Oneida Nation 
of the Thames as well as with Southwest Ontario 
Aboriginal Health Access Centre (SOAHAC), 
N’Amerind (London) Friendship Centre, and the 
Thames Bluewater Métis Council. I co-organized a 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit Leadership Camp for 
Indigenous youth who attended LDCSB and TVDSB.  
I implemented a Visiting Elder and Cultural Teacher 
Program for the LDCSB and hired a Cultural Advisor 
to assist the school board with implementing 
Indigenous education.  The Cultural Advisor for 
LDCSB and a Cultural Teacher for LDCSB have both 
been recognized for their work with truth and 
reconciliation, and the LDCSB by Atlohsa Family 
Healing Services at their annual Peace Awards.  I am 
currently involved with the Imagine Build project in 
partnership with Oneida Nation of the Thames to 
build four  accessible and affordable homes. 

2.  Why did you accept Bishop Fabbro's invitation to 
co-chair this committee? 

I believe, that as a Catholic and as a Canadian, the 
only way forward as a faith-community and as a 
country is truth and reconciliation. Truth has to come 
before reconciliation can happen. To get to truth we 
need to learn the shared history of Canada, the 
history of how Indigenous people were treated and 
the role the Catholic Church played.  It is a dark 
history with a legacy of systemic discrimination and 
inter-generational trauma.  It is also a history of great 
resiliency and strength in the face of abuse, 
discrimination, and trauma.  It is a history that many 
of us did not learn in school.  As Bishop Fabbro said 
in his letter on December 8th, “We need to recognize 
the truth that Catholic communities were involved in 
past abuse and move to reconciliation to offset the 
effects of the abuse, seeking ways of working with 
local Indigenous communities to bring about healing.”  
It really is about, as Shakil Choudary says, 
understanding that we may not have created the 

problem and taking responsibility to make it better.   

Accepting Bishop Fabbro’s invitation to co-chair this 
committee will provide me with an awesome 
opportunity to continue to work towards creating a 
just and equitable society by continuing to create 
reciprocal relationships based on trust, honour and 
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Truth and Reconciliation Update  
continued from page 1 

Des progrès du Comité de vérité et 

reconciliation (continued from page 1) 

 En réponse aux actions demandées par le rapport final 

de la Commission de vérité et réconciliation du Canada, 

notre propre comité développe des ressources à 

distribuer aux paroisses et d'autres opportunités 

d'éducation et de formation. Son espoir est de fournir 

une opportunité à notre clergé, à nos ministres laïcs et à 

notre personnel de mieux comprendre les problèmes 

auxquels notre nation est confrontée, tout en 

réfléchissant à la manière dont nos paroisses pourraient 

coopérer en tant qu'agents de réconciliation. 

 Le 28 janvier, la Conférence des évêques catholiques 

du Canada a annoncé qu'elle établirait une nouvelle 

charité enregistrée pour soutenir et faire progresser les 

initiatives de guérison et de réconciliation. Cet 

organisme de bienfaisance gérera le Fonds de 

réconciliation autochtone, qui acceptera les 

contributions de 73 diocèses à travers le Canada pour 

remplir l'engagement financier de 30 millions de dollars 

pris par les évêques du Canada en septembre. 

L'engagement du Diocèse de London envers ce fonds 

est de 1 800 000 $ au cours des cinq prochaines 

années. 

Tous les frais administratifs s'ajouteront aux 30 millions de 

dollars prélevés et ne seront pas déduits de ce montant 

principal. Des vérificateurs indépendants favoriseront la 

transparence de ce travail. 

Les évêques souhaitent que les fonds contribuent aux 

priorités suivantes : 

- Guérison et réconciliation pour les communautés et les 

familles 

- Revitalisation de la culture et de la langue 

- Éducation et développement communautaire 

 Responding to the actions called for by the final 

report of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission, our own Committee is developing 

resources for distribution to parishes and other 

opportunities for both education and formation. Its 

hope is to provide an opportunity for our clergy, lay 

ecclesial ministers and staff to better understand 

the issues our nation faces, while considering how 

our parishes might cooperate as agents of 

reconciliation. 

 Last month, on 28 January, the Canadian 

Conference of Catholic Bishops announced that it 

will establish a new registered charity to support 

and advance healing and reconciliation initiatives. 

The charity is expected to manage the Indigenous 

Reconciliation Fund, which will accept contributions 

from 73 dioceses across Canada to fulfill the $30-

million financial commitment made by Canada’s 

Bishops in September. The commitment of the 

Diocese of London to this fund is $1,800,000 over 

the next five years.  

Any administrative costs will be on top of the $30-

million being raised and will not be deducted from this 

principal amount. Independent auditors will foster 

transparency in this work. 

The Bishops intend the funds to contribute to the 

following priorities: 

- Healing and reconciliation for communities and 

families 

- Culture and language revitalization 

- Education and community building 

- Dialogues for promoting Indigenous spirituality and 

culture 

 

I have asked the Truth and Reconciliation Committee of 

the Diocese to assist me in reviewing and assessing 

requests made by individuals or groups. The 

Committee will continue to work with me on goals, 

objectives and the manner by which it will review and 

assess requests. 

 The delegation to Rome of Indigenous Elders and 

leaders, which had been delayed by the pandemic, 

is now scheduled to meet with Pope Francis the 

week of 28 March 2022. A final audience with all 

participants will take place on Friday, 1 April 2022. 

There is a recognition that any authentic healing will take 

time, but the preliminary work that is being done and the 

accomplishments of our diocesan Committee are positive 

steps forward. We pray that God, who in Jesus has 

embodied reconciliation, may bring this work to fruition in 

our Diocese and across our country. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB  

Bishop of London 
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- Dialogues pour la promotion de la spiritualité et de 

la culture autochtones 
 

J'ai demandé au Comité de vérité et réconciliation du 

diocèse de m'aider à examiner et à évaluer les 

demandes faites par des individus ou des groupes. 

Le Comité continuera de travailler avec moi sur les 

buts, les objectifs et la manière dont il examinera et 

évaluera les demandes. 

 La délégation à Rome d'anciens et de dirigeants 

autochtones, qui avait été retardée par la 

pandémie, doit maintenant rencontrer le pape 

François la semaine du 28 mars 2022. Une 

dernière audience avec tous les participants aura 

lieu le vendredi 1er avril 2022. 

On reconnaît que toute guérison authentique prendra 

du temps, mais le travail préliminaire qui est fait et les 

réalisations de notre comité diocésain sont des pas 

positifs. Nous prions pour que Dieu, qui en Jésus a 

incarné la réconciliation, puisse faire fructifier ce 

travail dans notre diocèse et à travers notre pays. 

Sincèrement le vôtre dans le Christ, 

Mgr Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB 

Évêque de London 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of 

the Americas, pray for us! 

 

 

“Entrusted with guiding all of us on the 

path to truth and reconciliation.” 

~Bishop Fabbro, December 8, 2021 

“I have asked the Truth and 

Reconciliation Committee of the Diocese 

to assist me in reviewing and assessing 

requests made by individuals or groups. 

The Committee will continue to work with 

me on goals, objectives and the manner by 

which it will review and assess requests.”  

~Bishop Fabbro, February 22, 2022 

 Ms. Kathy Furlong, Co-Chair 

 Rev. Michael Béchard, Co-Chair 

 Ms Sarah Donohue, J.D. 

 Mr. Paul Gilpin 

 Ms Christine Maracle 

 Ms Melissa Philips 

 Rev.  Dan Vere 

 Dr. Valerie Waboose 

 Mrs. Gwen Waeijen 

For additional information and updates visit www.dol.ca/indigenous-peoples  

Coverage of the Indigenous 

delegation that visited  

Rome and the Pope’s 

Apology is at 

www.vaticannews.va 

http://www.dol.ca/indigenous-peoples
http://www.vaticannews.va
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All churches were closed for a province-wide lockdown during 

the pandemic’s first wave. Bishop Fabbro celebrated the Holy 

Week celebrations at St. Peter’s Cathedral with only one or two 

readers, one staff member and two camera operators. Videos of 

the Masses and service were posted online after each 

celebration. A few parishes and Families of Parishes were able 

to livestream their celebrations. 

:  

After the province was again locked-down on Boxing Day 2020, 

churches were able to reopen for the first Sunday of Lent (Feb. 

21, 2021) with 30% capacity limits, mandatory masks, physically-

distanced seating and no singing. Churches were still closed on 

Ash Wednesday and no palms were given out on Palm Sunday. 

All churches were closed again from April 19 with the exception 

funerals, baptisms and weddings with a 10-person limit. Many 

more parishes were able to offer livestreaming at this time.    

Above: Bishop Fabbro  Celebrates The Lord’s 

Passion at St. Peter’s Cathedral, with no 

parishioners present on  Good Friday, April 10, 

2020. 

Above and Below: Mass of Chrism, 2021 

With thanks to God, for the first time since 2019, Holy 

Week will be celebrated in-person with minimal 

restrictions across the diocese. 

Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Monday, April 11: Mass of Chrism will be celebrated at St. 

Peter’s Cathedral Basilica at 7:00pm 

Thursday, April 14: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Friday, April 15: Friday of the Passion of the Lord 

Saturday, April 16: Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 17: The Resurrection of the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 
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YouthLeader London 

The Diocese of London has been working in conjunction with the 

Ministries & Outreach Office at the Archdiocese of Vancouver to provide 

a youth leadership training experience this summer. YouthLeader will be 

hosted at King’s University College, from the evening of Friday, July 29 

until early afternoon of Sunday, July 31. This opportunity is intended for 

high school students who have completed the ninth grade and are 

currently, or intend to be, involved in leadership roles at their parish, 

school, or local community. For .ore information about YouthLeader 

London visit www.dol.ca/youthleader  

X 

X World Meeting of Families June 22-26  
The Holy See has invited the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops to appoint 12 delegates to attend the 
meeting in Rome comprised of bishops, a priest, and couples. At the local level, Pope Francis invites every Catholic 
family to participate in celebrations from their own homes, parishes, and at diocesan events. Resources to support 
local celebrations will continue to be posted at www.dol.ca/xworld. Please check for updates and direct any 
questions to familyandyouthministry@dol.ca. 

Tell Someone You Know They 
Should Consider Becoming a 
Deacon 
Tell someone you know that they should 

consider becoming a Deacon and you 

could change their life forever! 

For more information about becoming a 

Permanent Deacon in the Diocese of 

London, and to register as an “inquirer”, 

visit www.deacons.space/admissions. . The 

deadline for registration is June 10. 

Registrations will be responded to with 

more information about the process 

Adult Faith Formation from the 
Comfort of Your Own Home 
The Diocese of London continues to 
partner with Dayton University to 
provide all parishioners with affordable, 
high quality formation opportunities. 
The next cycle of classes starts April 
25 . Registration is now open and 
closes on April 20. These courses are 
open to all. You can sign up as an 
individual, or consider studying with a 
friend or a small group. For a complete 
list of course offerings and for more 
information visit www.dol.ca . If you 
have questions, please email us 
at pastoralservicesadmin@dol.ca. 

Social Justice Lecture - 
Assumption University 
Assumption University 
extends a warm invitation 
for you to attend their Fr. 
Joseph Quinn Social 
Justice Series on April 29 at 
10:00 a.m. This year, the 
lecture is “Homelessness: 
Power of One."  
 
More information is 
available at 
www.assumptionu.ca.   

Synod Listening Sessions  
Many parishes across the Diocese are offering parishioners the chance to 

participate in Listening Sessions in April and May. If they have not already 

begun, ask about them and join in. As well, other sessions are being hosted for 

students, refugees, migrant workers, by Religious communities and diverse 

community groups. You can find out what’s happening around the world using 

#Synod or #ListeningChurch on social media.  www.dol.ca/synod  

http://www.dol.ca/youthleader
http://www.dol.ca/xworld
mailto:familyandyouthministry@dol.ca
http://www.deacons.space/admissions
mailto:pastoralservicesadmin@dol.ca
http://www.assumptionu.ca
http://www.dol.ca/synod



