
 

We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ. 
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Most Rev. 

Ronald Peter Fabbro, C.S.B. 

Bishop of London 

Corner of Richmond & Dufferin 

533 Clarence Street,  

London, ON N6A 3N1 

Tel: 519.432.3475 • Fax: 

519.432.5358 

Email: basilica@dol.ca 
 

For parish news and information, 
visit St. Peter’s online 

www.cathedral.dol.ca                     

The Secret of Unity is The Secret of the Spirit  

“In our second reading, diversity and unity: Saint Paul puts together two words that seem 
contradictory. He wants to tell us that the Holy Spirit is the one who brings together the many; 
and that the Church was born this way: we are all different, yet united by the same Holy Spirit. 

Let us go back to the origin of the Church, to the day of Pentecost. Let us look at the Apostles: 
some of them were fishermen, simple people accustomed to living by the work of their hands, 
but there were also others, like Matthew, who was an educated tax collector. They were all 
different. Jesus did not change them; he did not make them into a set of pre-packaged models. 
He left their differences and now he unites them by anointing them with the Holy Spirit. With 
the anointing comes their union – union in diversity. 

Let us now focus on ourselves, the Church of today. We can ask ourselves: “What is it that 
unites us, what is the basis of our unity?”. We too have our differences, for example: of 
opinions, choices, sensibilities. We might think that what unite us are our beliefs and our 
morality. But there is much more: our principle of unity is the Holy Spirit. He reminds us that 
first of all we are God’s beloved children; all equal, in this respect, and all different. The Spirit 
comes to us, in our differences and difficulties, to tell us that we have one Lord – Jesus – and 
one Father, and that for this reason we are brothers and sisters! Let us begin anew from here; 
let us look at the Church with the eyes of the Spirit and not as the world does. 

If we go back to the day of Pentecost, we discover that the first task of the Church is 
proclamation. Yet we also see that the Apostles devised no strategy; when they were locked in 
there, in the Upper Room, they were not strategizing, no, they were not drafting any pastoral 
plan. The Spirit does not want the memory of the Master to be cultivated in small groups 
locked in upper rooms where it is easy to “nest”. This is a terrible disease that can also infect 
the Church: making her into a nest instead of a community, a family or a Mother. The Spirit 
himself opens doors and pushes us to press beyond what has already been said and done, 
beyond the precincts of a timid and wary faith. In the Church, however, the Spirit guarantees 
unity to those who proclaim the message. 

Here we come to understand what the secret of unity is, the secret of the Spirit. The secret of 
unity in the Church, the secret of the Spirit is gift. For the Spirit himself is gift: he lives by 
giving himself and in this way he keeps us together, making us sharers in the same gift. It is 
important to believe that God is gift, that he acts not by taking away, but by giving. If we have 
in our hearts a God who is gift, everything changes. If we realize that what we are is his gift, 
free and unmerited, then we too will want to make our lives a gift. By loving humbly, serving 
freely and joyfully, we will offer to the world the true image of God. The Spirit, the living 
memory of the Church, reminds us that we are born from a gift and that we grow by giving: 
not by holding on but by giving of ourselves. 

Brothers and sisters, let us pray to him: Holy Spirit, memory of God, revive in us the memory 
of the gift received. Free us from the paralysis of selfishness and awaken in us the desire to 
serve, to do good. Even worse than this crisis is the tragedy of squandering it by closing in on 
ourselves. Come, Holy Spirit: you are harmony; make us builders of unity. You always give 
yourself; grant us the courage to go out of ourselves, to love and help each other, in order to 
become one family. Amen.” 

 

Excerpt from Pope Francis, Solemnity of Pentecost, 2020 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

MAY 23, 2021 

All public celebrations of Masses & 

services are suspended during our 

provincial lockdown. 
 

Saturday 5 PM & Wednesday 12 PM  

Masses are livestreamed here. 

 

To enrol, simply complete the registration form, then submit 
with a void cheque via online or regular mail. 

More information here. 
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Celebrating Pentecost 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

R. And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray. 

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise 

and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

This traditional prayer to the Holy Spirit is a wonderful source of 

reflection. Creighton Online Ministries offers a meditation on 

each line of this great prayer. Click here to begin your reflection. 

Living the Spirit of Pentecost 

“Spiritual realities are usually so sublime that we only understand 

them not by speaking about them directly, but by using images 

and allusions. Jesus was a master at this, especially when it came 

to speaking about the Kingdom of God. In fact, the Kingdom of 

God was the object of his parables. “To what can I compare it?” 

He asks (Mark 4:30). It is like a mustard seed, the smallest of 

seeds; it is like yeast that a woman mixed with measures of flour; 

it is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. These images 

challenge the listener to ponder the qualities and characteristics of 

the image itself, and then to grasp the meaning of the spiritual 

realities they reflect. 

As we celebrate the solemnity of Pentecost 2021, let us linger a 

while on the action of the Holy Spirit in the Christian community. 

We speak of Pentecost as “the birthday of the Church”. The 

earliest disciples, who had encountered Jesus during his time on 

earth, had sufficient teachings and instructions to continue His 

mission on earth. But they lacked the Spirit. With the coming of 

the Holy Spirit, they had the confidence and courage to proclaim 

Jesus and His message. The Church was indeed born. 

The eminent Bishop and theologian St. Irenaeus of Lyons (130-

202 AD) uses a fine image in speaking about the formation of the 

Church: “Like dry flour, which cannot become one lump of 

dough, one loaf of bread, without moisture, we who are many 

could not become one in Christ Jesus without the water that 

comes down from heaven.” What water might that be? Irenaeus 

goes on to say, “Through the baptism that liberates us from 

change and decay, we have become one in body; through the 

Spirit we have become one in soul.” 

Brothers and sisters, let us hold these images close to our heart. 

Jesus prayed that we may all be One in Him. This unity with the 

Risen Lord is our source of hope as we continue to face the 

challenges of the pandemic. We likewise receive hope through the 

solidarities of our communities. The differences of language and 

culture that distinguished Christian communities in the early 

Church did not keep them apart. We see in contemporary society 

(and sadly, in the Church in some quarters) unsettling cracks that 

arise from ideologies and alliances. “I’m for Paul.” “I’m for 

Apollos.” (1 Cor. 3:4) And who is for Christ? Only those who are 

imbued with the true Spirit of Jesus Himself. 

During these days of Pentecost, let us be of one mind and one 

heart. There is but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. (Ephesians 

4:5)” 

Standing Committee for Relations with Movements and Association; Canadian Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, Pentecost, 2021 

 

Continuation of Dispensation from the Sunday Obligation 

From the beginning of the pandemic, with the closure of places 

of worship and restrictions on them, bishops around the world 

have been mindful of the difficulty the faithful would have in 

fulfilling their Sunday obligation. I joined with the Holy Father 

and other bishops in giving this dispensation. In light of 

continuing constraints due to COVID-19, I hereby extend the 

dispensation from the Sunday obligation up to and including 

Sunday, 5 September 2021. We are grateful for the many ways 

that the Mass is offered online through our parishes.  

Amoris Laetitia Family Year 

On March 19, 2021, the Church celebrated five years since the 

publication of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia on the 

beauty and joy of love in the family. On the same day, Pope 

Francis launched the Year "Amoris Laetitia Family," which will 

conclude on June 26, 2022, on the occasion of the X World 

Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Father. 

Over the course of 10 monthly episodes, Pope Francis will 

discuss each chapter of Amoris Laetitia, paired with testimonies 

of different families who will share some aspects of their daily 

lives. Each video is accompanied by a free downloadable guide to 

encourage the reading of Amoris Laetitia among families and 

ecclesial (diocesan, parochial, community) groups. Videos and 

accompaniment guides can be found here as they become 

available each month. 

United in Prayer for those Suffering  

During the Pandemic 
 

As we continue to celebrate the Pope’s Marian Marathon, where 

the entire Church invokes the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary for the end of the pandemic with special attention to those 

most affected by it, Bishop Fabbro is inviting the entire Diocese 

to celebrate a Mass during the last week of May for all who are 

suffering during the pandemic. Bishop Fabbro will celebrate this 

Mass at the Cathedral on Tuesday May 25 at 11:00 a.m. The 

Mass will be livestreamed here. 

Click here to read Bishop Fabbro’s letter to the Diocese. 

The Thirty Marian Shrines around the world continue to lead the 

daily prayer intentions while offering the faithful a series of 

prayer moments for them to participate throughout each day. 

Click here to access the Liturgical Guide and prayer calendar. 

The Holy Father will close the month of prayer on May 31st. The 

live broadcast can be viewed through the official online channel 

of the Holy See found here.  

Save A Family Plan's COVID-19 Crisis Campaign 
 

Save A Family Plan is currently raising funds to assist 

impoverished families in India impacted by the pandemic. 

Donate today or consider supporting a family in starting a small 

business initiative so that they can become self-reliant. For 

details, visit www.safp.org or call 519-672-1115. 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/e-Come-Holy-Spirit.html
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http://www.pcpne.va/content/pcpne/en.html
http://www.safp.org


 

 

Every parish community is constantly reminded that 

each person in it has been given a gift supported by 

God’s Spirit to be used for the benefit of everyone 

else.  There are many people in the Cathedral parish 

who have different gifts and different forms of 

service. The human body is a wonderful work of God’s 

creation and it’s not insignificant that St. Paul described 

the Christian community like a body. A body is only 

healthy and efficient when each part is functioning as it 

should. The parts of a body are not jealous of each 

other. Each part has its part to play.  The arm is not a 

leg. The leg is not an ear. You get the picture.   

Can we learn anything from the body that could help 

our collaboration in becoming who we are supposed to 

be?  Yes!  What if we honestly, really honestly, reflected 

on that?  Needing each other, respecting each other, 

and sympathizing with each other are all there for our 

consideration.    

What if we admitted we need each other more? There 

can be no such thing as isolation. Sometimes I find I can 

become so engrossed in the work I’m doing, or I can 

become so convinced of the supreme importance of 

the work to which I have given myself that I neglect or 

even criticize others who have chosen different work. To 

be healthy we need all the work that everyone can do.   

What if we were to respect each other more? In the 

body there is no relative importance. If any limb or 

organ ceases to function the whole body is thrown out 

of whack.  Whenever I begin to think totally about my 

own importance or effort only, the possibility of 

building community is stifled.   

What if we sympathized with each other more? Isn’t it 

true that if any part of the body is affected all the 

others feel it?  It can’t help it. If I can’t see beyond my 

own organization, department, committee, ministry, 

family or parish, my own circle I haven’t grasped the 

unity of the bigger picture. We are all in this together.   

Reminders are all around us – for those willing to see - 

that we are people filled with God's Spirit. People are 

searching for meaning. We can share the wisdom of 

faith.  Many seek insight. The words of Jesus speak of 

knowledge they might want to hear. The violence in our 

world needs healing. We can provide words of support 

and hope in the pursuit of peace. The power of God’s 

Spirit has worked through the lives of believers for 

years. Are we letting that happen in our own day?   

Readings for May 30, 2021 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

 

First Reading - Deuteronomy 4.32-34, 39-40 

Responsorial - Ps 33.4-5, 6+9, 18-19, 20+22 (R.12) 

R. Glory and praise for ever! 

Second Reading - Romans 8.14-17 

Gospel - Matthew 28.16-20 

We remember in prayer all those who are sick.  

We also pray for those who have died; and comfort  

those who mourn. 

 
We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry                  

throughout our diocese: 
 

Deacon Frank Lepain; Rev. Louis Rivard;  

Rev. William Kornacker; Rev. Piotr Wojakiewicz, C.S.M.A.; 

Mrs. Shirley Markham, Parish Nurse;  

Diocesan Centre Administrative Assistants;  

Deacon Christopher Stoesser  

Requested Mass Intentions  

(Live Streamed Only) 

 

May 26—Wednesday 12 PM 

Gildo Di Cola; Dennis Xuereb; Tony Augustine;  

Crisinciana Gajasan; Deceased Members of the Carson & 

Munday Families; In Thanksgiving & Intns of Vince Abraham 

Sosa Davalos 
 

May 29—Saturday 5 PM  

Domenico Rondnalli; Nino Abelardo Herrera; Velma Bot Alger; 

Vince Manganaro; Adelina Antonio;  

Intns of Lucas Marek & Adam Beaulieu 

From the Desk of the Rector 

 Rekindling the Gift 

St. Peter’s Seminary 
 

The annual Parish Appeal for St. Peter’s Seminary 

continues this month. For more information and an update on 

the work that has been completed and the renewed vision for St. 

Peter’s Seminary click here for this year’s brochure. 

Knights of Columbus  

Virtual Online Open House 
 

You and your families are cordially invited to join 

us for our St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus Council Fraternal 

Benefit’s Night Online through Microsoft Teams. Friday June 

11th 7 pm to 8 pm. Spaces are limited, so please guarantee your 

spot now. We are a brotherhood to help strengthen your faith 

and to put it into action. Come and learn how the Knights of 

Columbus can protect your family financially! Either call 519-

870-9675 or send email to john.noonan@kofc.org to be sent an 

invite to this event. Please put “St. Peter’s K of C Fraternal 

Benefit Night” in the subject line. 

https://ae3d84ad-9ecc-46cf-abe5-8a0aa498d390.filesusr.com/ugd/80b2d0_28d665da6a9846138b5af06764aeddad.pdf
mailto:john.noonan@kofc.org


 
DONOHUE 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1930 

Member of St. Peter’s 

www.donohuefuneralhome.ca 

362 Waterloo St. at King ●  519.434.2708 

Basements ● Bathrooms 

Kitchens 

Fence & Deck Installation 

Call Ricky 

519.870.1574 

Westview Funeral Chapel 
PAUL R. NEEDHAM FUNERAL HOMES LTD. 

Paul Needham 
Funeral Director 

519.641.1793 

709 Wonderland Rd. N. 

O’Neil Funeral Home & Chapel 
350 William Street, London 

Joseph E. O’Neil      519.432.7136 

Letterheads ● Business Cards 
Flyers ● Envelopes 

& Variable Data Mailings 
2018 Mallard Rd. Unit 13 London ON 

We Do All Types of Printing 
519-453-5880 

Better living, inside and out.™ 
519.433.0391 

bluestoneproperties.com 

TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE 

Paint Shoppe ● Garden ● Patio 

Screen & Window Repairs 

136 Wortley Road ● 519.432.7683 

J.A. MEREN 

                          Lawyer 
 

187 Devonshire Ave. 

519.439.9564 

Sales and Parts 

BRIGGS & STRATON, KAWASAKI ENGINES, 

KOHLER, LAWNBOY, M.T.D., MURRAY, STIHL, 

SCAG, TECUMSEH, TORO, WISCONSIN ROBIN 

Rental 
519.471.9910 

 

Repair                Parts 
519.471.0311   •   519.471.2758 

 

Supplier to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

MENDES LAW FIRM 

127 King St. London 

519.438.0808 
519.432.5855 

127 Hamilton Rd. (at William) 

www.dannyswineandbeer.com 

Memorial Windows 
Restorations 

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
519.432.9624 

Accounting &  
Income Tax Services 

 

Personal ● Business  
Corporate ● Estates 

 

369 Hamilton Rd @ Rectory 

519.438.1960 

Start Planning! 

Give us a call today! 

Joe Elia 
Owner/Manager 
TICO REG #50010858 
 
By Appointment Only  

943 Adirondack Rd.  
London, ON  N6K 4W8 

519.432.5555 
escape@escape-travel.ca 

www.escape-travel.ca  

www.jacksonmonuments.ca 

Monument & Marker Sales 
Engraving & Inscriptions 

519.451.3838 
admin@jacksonmonuments.ca 

St. Peter’s Cemetery and 
Holy Family Chapel Mausoleum 

London’s ONLY Catholic Cemetery 
www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca 

For information, please contact a 
Family Service Counsellor at the 

cemetery office 
806 Victoria St.   519.451.9120 

J.M.J. Accounting 
& Tax Services 

What matters is what you net, not 
what you gross 

James Vollmer 
Sr. Accountant 

519.690.0802 
www.jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

james@jmjaccounting-tax.ca 

SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO SINCE 1960 
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 

   ● NEW & USED BOILERS   ● TANKS 
   ● COMBUSTION                  ● PRESSURE PIPING 
   ● CONTROLS                        ● REFRACTORY 

 STEEL FABRICATION ● CERTIFIED WELDERS ● FUEL TECHNICIANS 
Service provider to St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 

 

519.455.4050 

Complete machine  
shop service 

Quality & Expertise 
www.gplmachine.com 

THE FAMILY DENTIST PRACTICE 

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal 

Silicon IT 
Computer repair service  

at an affordable price 
 

Service available 7 days a 
week 

 

386 Wharncliffe Rd. S.  

647.539.3083 

 

208 Central Avenue 
(just west of Richmond St.) 

London, ON  N6A 1M7 

519.645.6482 
 

Tues. & Wed. 9am - 6pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9am - 7pm 

Sat. 9am - 4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 DOWNTOWN EVENING & 
WEEKEND PARKING AT  

ST. PETER’S 

Going downtown for shopping or for an evening out? Why not support St. 

Peter’s at the same time, and park for a flat rate of $5.00 after 4:30 PM 

weekdays and Saturday?  

Visit www.cathedral.dol.ca for more details. 

Meditation in the  
Christian Tradition 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  

Mondays  
Virtual Meditation 7-7:30 PM 

Virtual WCCM Talk 7:30-7:55 PM 
Online Video Conference 8-8:30 PM 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Please email behall2@gmail.com  
to register. 

MARIENBAD RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 

Downtown London - 122 Carling Street 

519.679.9940 - info@marienbad.ca - www.marienbad.ca 

Luncheons ● Dinners ● Weddings ● Engagements ● Rehearsals  

Baptisms ● Communions ● Celebrations of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 CALL BRIAN TODAY!  

519-432-3475 ext 226 

CALL BRIAN TODAY!  

519-432-3475 ext 226 
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