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We are a Eucharistic faith community, inspired by the Gospel,  

committed to engaging each person in the joy of living in the service of Christ.

THE CHRISTMAS PRESENCE OF JESUS

T   he traditional sights and sounds of Christmas appear every 
year.  There are presents and decorations, songs, carols and 

lights. Look across the street at Victoria Park and its magical 
beauty. 
 I always appreciate the environment created but just 
for a moment try to imagine what it would be like if we took 
all those images away.  Would the meaning of Christmas be 
any less real? Certainly not! 
 At Christmas we celebrate the gift of the presence of 
Jesus entering our lives and hearts. Over time we come to 
realize this gift of love is greater than any gift we might 
have imagined.  
 Aware of this gift, many parishioners and people of 
goodwill in our city are doing what they can to celebrate it.  
There are people working on resolving arguments. People 
are making efforts to work more honestly, justly and with 
charity as they seek reconciliation and peace. 

 Others are reaching out to those in need because  
every day of the year there are those among us who are 
neglected. They too are part of our community.  A lived 
faith includes a vision telling me everyone is worthy of my 
time and attention.  This beautiful season teaches us that we 
are not isolated individuals but those who see ourselves as 
a community connected to God in the company of others, 
especially the more fragile ones. 
 Let the songs and the lights of this season inspire us 
to thank God for entering our history, bringing light to our 
world. 
 Along with Bishop Fabbro and your Cathedral  
pastoral team and staff, I wish you a Blessed Christmas. 
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ST. PETER’S CEMETERY & HOLY ROSARY WALKWAY
CEMETERY PRE-PLANNING
For the love of your family
PRE-PLANNING IS NOT ABOUT DEATH -
It’s a Celebration of your Life

PRE-PLANNING mAkES SENSE
• Takes the burden off your loved ones.
• Gives you a voice in how you  would like to 
   be remembered.
• Provides protection from rising costs.
• Greater choice of options.
• Eliminates financial worries for your family later.
• Decisions can be well planned free of stress, grief 
   and confusion. Enables families to make decisions together.
• St. Peter’s Cemetery offers convenient monthly payment 
   plans, interest free, on all cemetery pre-arrangements.

HOLy ROSARy wALkwAy
St. Peter’s Cemetery is pleased to announce the completion 
of its latest project which honours the wishes of Pope John 
Paul II that Catholics renew the practice of praying the 
Rosary.
The project has also provided for the cemetery needs  
of those who are more comfortable with the option of  
cremation and the many choices that this opens up to them.

CAThOLIC
CEMETERiES
         m i n i S T ry

Caring for the living and  
faithful departed as we await  
the resurrection of the dead.

Our knowledgeable staff would be pleased to meet with you at your convenience 
or send you additional information concerning our many services.

For further information please contact a Family Service Counsellor.

ST. PETEr'S CEmETEry AnD
HOLy FAmiLy CHAPEL mAUSOLEUm

806 Victoria Street, London, Ontario  519-451-9120

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

est. 1930

Our knowledgeable Funeral Directors  
will assist in all areas of bereavement, be it burial,  

cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue,  
Margaret Bloomfield, Martina McGrenere-Vanderidder, 

Philippe Lauriault and Roberta MacNeil
MeMbers of st. Peter’s

362 Waterloo Street at King  519-434-2708
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For everything there is a season,  
and a time for every matter under heaven.

Carlos Jose Ardila-Barrera 
September 12, 1999 - November 7, 2019

Joseph Antony "Tony" Augustine 
April 5, 1975 - December 1, 2019
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This fall, Peter Greff joined our parish staff 
as custodian following the departure of 

Trent Fieldhouse.  In a recent interview, Peter 
shared something of his background and what 
he is enjoying about his work at the Cathedral. 
 Peter is the second youngest in a 
family of six children (five boys and one 
girl); he was born and raised in Windsor, 
where he and his family made St. Gregory 
the Great their home parish.  Growing up, 
he was an altar server, and as a young man, 
followed in his father’s and grandfather’s 
footsteps, joining the Knights of Columbus 
(Council 9671) where he earned the rank of 
Third Degree.  His grandfather was a 
“Faithful Navigator” in the Knights and his 
father and all of his brothers are members.  
Peter’s mother has been a long-standing 
member of the CWL in her home parish 
and is a past-president.

 Peter’s duties at the Cathedral  
include overseeing a number of custodial 
responsibilities, the cleaning and  
maintenance of the church, spotting  
problems, grounds maintenance and setting 
up for various events, to name just a few.

 he spoke about what he likes in his 
new job.  Looking after St. Peter’s “makes 
me feel closer to God,” he said.  he enjoys 
the opportunity to work as part of a  
team and to interact with colleagues and 
parishioners.  “Running my own business 
can be lonely,” said Peter, “because you are 
the only employee, which means you work 
by yourself all day.”  

 When asked what he likes to do when 
he’s not working, he had some surprising 
answers.  he loves to cook – and his  
particular forte is to smoke fish, and make 
his own beef jerky.  Peter is an ardent  
fisherman, and one of his favourite  
pastimes involves a tradition he shares with 
his father and brothers.  Each year on 
Father’s Day weekend, he looks forward to 
a family adventure – a week-long trip to 
Nakina (about 60 km north of North Bay) 
– “just the guys.”  They fly north on a float 

plane from Nakina to a lodge, and spend 
the week fishing for walleye (pickerel) and 
pike.  They feast on their catch which, 
judging by his pictures, is quite impressive!  

 he still participates in a dart league 
in Grand Bend each week, but has  
purchased a home in London where he 
lives with his cat, Molly, who rules the 
roost, and his pooch, Frank, a husky/
German shepherd cross, who, like Peter, is 
subservient to the cat!

 The parish Business Manager, Brian 
Galea, spoke about why Peter was selected 
for the position ahead of other candidates.  
“Peter has a broad experience in the town 
of Lakeshore, the municipality of Lambton 
Shores (Grand Bend) and elsewhere doing 
property maintenance and custodial duties.  
Additionally, he owns his own property 
maintenance business and is a hands-on 
hard worker.”   Brian was impressed by his 
references, including one of Peter’s  
business customers, who described him as 
a hard worker who is motivated to please 
his customers.

 Brian also noted that “Peter’s answers 
to situational questions and problem- 
solving were what the parish was looking 
for.  For example, the way he would handle 
individuals in the church who were impaired 
or causing a disturbance was in keeping 
with the goal of de-escalating situations.”  
he commented that he is very happy with 
Peter’s performance to date, particularly 
his work ethic, his contribution as a team 
player and his dedication to customer  
service.

 If you have seen that big bright 
orange truck in the parking lot, it belongs to 
Peter.  Be sure to say hello and introduce 
yourselves.  Give him a warm welcome to 
the St. Peter’s team.

Dawn Munday

PETER GREFF JOINS THE PARISH TEAM

The Celebration of the  
Christmas Season at St. Peter’s  

Cathedral Basilica
EPiPhany of ThE Lord: 

Saturday, January 4   
6:00 p.m. 

Sunday,  January 5      
8:30 a.m.,  10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,  7:30 p.m. 

Week of January 6-10 
Mon/Wed/Fri: 12:05 p.m. 

Tues/Thurs: 7:30 a.m.

BaPTiSm of ThE Lord: 
Saturday, January 11 

6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 12        

8:30 a.m.,  10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,  7:30 p.m.

ThE naTiviTy of ThE Lord 
(ChriSTmaS EvE/ChriSTmaS day): 

Tuesday December 24 
5:00 p.m.,  7:00 p.m.,  9:00 p.m.,  12:00 a.m. 

Wednesday December 25   
10:30 a.m.,  12:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 27 

7:30 p.m.  
(Feast of the Holy Innocents)

fEaST of ThE hoLy famiLy:  
Saturday, December 28 

6:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 29 

8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, December 30 

12:05 p.m.

SoLEmniTy of mary, moThEr of God:  
Tuesday, December 31 

6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 1 
10:30 a.m.,  12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 2  
7:30 a.m.  

(Memorial of St. Basil & St. Gregory) 
Friday, January 3 

12:05 p.m.
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The Gingerbread Village glowed with lights and Christmas  
decorations as, anticipating the arrival of the Christmas season, 

the St. Peter’s Catholic Women’s League held our annual Bazaar 
on November 2.
 A steady stream of shoppers arrived for the 9:00 a.m. 
start and they were greeted by President Julie Sans, who  
distributed raffle tickets for a door prize. They could choose 
items from numerous displays and then rest, have a bite to eat 
and chat with friends in the Tea Room. A choice of lunch,  
dessert, coffee and tea prepared and efficiently served by the 
Tea Room staff was available.
 homemade apple pies made by CWL ladies were served 
in the Tea room. Some were frozen and offered for sale prior 
to and at the Bazaar. Needless to say, the bake table – adorned 
by many donations of cookies, cakes, loaves and pies – sold out 
in record time. 
 Due to the generosity of so many donors, the Silent 
Auction Table, the Penny Table, the Toonie Table, the Christmas 
hamper (filled with enough groceries to put on a Christmas 
dinner), the Christmas Table and the Plant area were very  
popular. Not surprisingly, the Bazaar was a resounding success!
 Raffle tickets were sold for prizes including a Christmas 
hamper, Gift Cards and a handmade quilt donated by one of 
our members. room 105 was a General Store where a display 
of miscellaneous clothing, jewelry and household goods  
generated a lot of sales. These items, donated by CWL  
members and other parishioners, have continued to be an  
attraction to shoppers over the years. Any items not sold were 
donated to various charities in London. 
 Many thanks to all donors who have made this Bazaar a 

success – both in 2019 and over the 
years. This event has always been a 
happy conclusion to our year and is 
the CWL’s traditional welcome to 
the Christmas Season. 
 We sincerely wish everyone a 
mErry CHriSTmAS and a 
hAPPY NEW YEAR.

Dora Dannecker

CWL BAZAAR 2019

Julie Sans has been part of the St. Peter’s community since 
1992.  When her oldest daughter was in the French  

Immersion program, the secondary school segment was offered 
at Catholic Central.  The Cathedral’s beauty, with a diverse 
parish community, felt like home and where she belonged so 
St. Peter’s was a natural fit to be her home parish.
 in Julie’s work life, she has served in a co-ordinator 
role at the London Regional Cancer Program for the  
past 33 years. Julie looks after the aspects of the program 
operation from behind the scenes: facilities, housekeeping, 

secretarial team that 
supports the physi-
cians and the tele-
medicine program.
 In her home life, 
when her family 
was growing up, 
Julie's volunteer 
interests included 
soccer coach,  
hockey trainer, 
school fundraising 
and bingos.  her 
hobbies include 
tending to the  
garden, cooking 
and playing soccer 
two nights a week 
with her youngest 
daughter; also, she 
is an avid junior 
hockey fan.
 Over the past 27 
years, Julie has 
immersed herself in 
parish life through 

her service to the 
Welcome Desk and 
the Catholic Women’s 
League.  her initial 
involvement with the 
CWL was through her 
mother: “My mother 
wanted to continue her 
involvement with the 
CWL, going to  
meetings, the social 
aspect – I had the 
wheels!”
 Julie’s call to the 
CWL went far beyond 
her “chauffeur role” in 
2010 when she became 
president and she  
continues to serve in 
this role today. Of her initial and continued involvement 
with the CWL, Julie remarks: “Being involved with the 
CWL was a good fit for me, wanting to provide service, 
and there was already a community built to participate and 
expand on.  
 “There are a lot of gaps in services within our society 
today that various initiatives can close or even remove. St. 
Peter's CWL has dedicated women who will pull together 
no matter the request, to do what needs to be done. They 
are supportive and are my faith family.  
 “There will be challenges ahead – decreased  
membership, social justice, right to life for all ages, our 
environment – and I believe the CWL has a lot to offer in 
assistance, and I want to be a part of it.”
 Thank you, Julie, for your presence and contribution 
to our parish life.

Cathryn Hall

PARISHONER PROFILE – JULIE SANS

Picture  #3:    Portrait  of  Julie  Sans  –  Parishioner  Profile
Cut  Line:    Julie  Sans  at  the  CWL  Christmas  Bazaar

Julie Sans at the  
CWL Christmas Bazaar

Joyce Vella and Judy Ayerst welcomed  
visitors at the Christmas Table.

The Tea Room Elves with a horde of fresh pies–Ann Richardson,  
Sharon Bernard, Anne Jones and Sandra Sanford.

Tina Cyr and Marian Strom at the Toonie Table.

Hand-made Christmas Quilt donated  
by Judy Sommers

Three shoppers taking a break in the Tea Room

It's not a gym; it's a Bazaar!

CONDUCTORS
Chorale: Patrick Murray
Les Choristes: Kathleen Allan, Patrick Murray
St. Cecilia Singers: Gloria Gassi
western University Singers: Kathleen Allan, Patrick Murray

United We Sing
Friday, march 27, 7:30 p.m.

$10 in advance 
$15 at the door, cash only

Four university choirs join  
to close the choral season.

For more inFormation  ~ music.uwo.ca/ensembles

7For more information:  music.uwo.ca   |  519-661-3767  |  musicevents@uwo.ca

Choirs

At the Heart of Stillness
Friday, October 18, 7:30 p.m.
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica
$10 in advance*
Les Choristes and St. Cecilia Singers. in our 
troubled world where the innocent suffer, we offer 
a plea for an attitude of non-violence while re-
membering those who gave their lives for peace. 

To the Stars 
Saturday, October 19, 7:30 p.m. 
first St. andrew’s united Church
$10 in advance
Chorale and Western university Singers.  
Music of aspiration and exploration.

Carols and Choirs
Friday, November 29, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica
$15/$10 in advance*
all choirs join to celebrate the holiday season. 

Lineage
Saturday, February 8, 7:30 p.m. 
first St. andrew’s united Church
$10 in advance*
Chorale and Les Choristes. Music of faith, hope, 
and heritage.

Earth, Sea and Sky
Wednesday, February 12, 6 p.m. 
von Kuster Hall
free admission
St. Cecilia Singers and Western university  
Singers. a tribute to our planet. 

United We Sing
Friday, March 27, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 
$15/$10 in advance*
all choirs join to close the choral season

CONDUCTORS
Chorale: Patrick Murray
Les Choristes: Kathleen Allan, Patrick Murray
St. Cecilia Singers: Gloria Gassi
Western University Singers: Kathleen Allan, Patrick Murray
8 music.uwo.ca/ensembles

See venue guide on page 22 for detailed location information

*All tickets purchased at the door cost an additional $5 (cash only)

choir concert at st. Peter's
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January 4 & 5 (Epiphany)

February 22 & 23 (Ordinary Time)

Join your fellow  
Parishioners for a quick 

snack, some refreshments 
and great conversation  

in the Narthex  
after all Masses.

CLARENCE the CATHEDRAL MOUSE'S LETTER TO ST. NICHOLASCLARENCE THE CATHEDRAL MOUSE – LETTER TO ST. NICHOLAS

 Dear St. Nicholas,

 Winter, with its crisp air and blankets of shimmering snow, 
has come early to us this year. Even as I write, I can hear the night 
wind rising and scattering snowflakes across our stained glass  
windows, but a small, bright candle keeps me warm in my own little 
corner of the sacristy. Since i last wrote to you, several items have 
come up for repair at St. Peter’s, so i am hoping that you can help 
us once again as you did so kindly last Christmas. From what I have 
overheard, three repairs in particular are most urgent, and they span 
the church from top to bottom!

 At the very top is our silver bell tower, which has become 
damaged over time, rainwater now leaks from the tower and down 
into the church. Although I have tried my best to seal the leaks with 
duct tape, it seems that a better solution is needed, so I hope that 
you can help us fund this repair work. I have heard that it could  
involve scaffolding or a giant crane, and so as a curious mouse, I look  
forward to some interesting adventures next year!

 Our lovely old organ also needs some special maintenance. 
i’ve learned that our organ has nearly 4,000 pipes and that every one 
of them is attached to a leather pouch that controls the airflow. These 
pouches are as old as the organ and so have begun to disintegrate. 
We need to replace all of the pouches soon, or our great organ will 
fall silent! 

 I wanted to tell you exactly how many pipes there are, but 
alas, counting organ pipes has the same effect on me that counting 
sheep does, and after many attempt – and many naps – I gave up. 
however, I was excited to find that the very smallest pipes are not 
much bigger than me. I have named these the “Clarence pipes”, and I 
very much hope that we can get funds for their little pouches as well 
as for the big pouches for the more majestic pipes. I promise not to 
take naps in any of the pouches!

 The bottom item on the list is actually beside the bottom of 
the church. At the edge of the parking lot, next to the old boiler room, 
there is a mysterious old coal pit, left over from the days when coal 
was used to heat the church. It is empty now, although I am sure that 
none of the coal ended up in the Christmas stockings of our good 
parishioners! My friend Gopher tells me the coal pit is unsafe and 
needs to be shored up so that the ground above it does not collapse. 
he is quite knowledgeable about such things, so I would be very 
happy if you could help us make it safe, as I frequently have to dash 
across that area! 

 As always, dear saint, a visit from you this Christmas would 
be most welcome. however, Gopher tells me that there are two  
Londons, and as a new building has gone up near our Cathedral, I 
’ve included a few directions in my little poem to make sure that you 
can find us again. 

In London Town, there stands a church – 
A stately, great cathedral. 
Victoria Park is east of it, 
To its west is Richmond Row, 
Another church lies north of it,  
and, further on, a bistro. 
Church bells ring in a mighty tower 
Gladly now in harmony, 
(Their timers and gizmos fixed, 
Through your generosity.)

But another tower sits more forlorn, 
The paint now cracked and peeling, 
Its seals and joints so very worn, 
Let rain in through the ceiling. 
Little puddles form here and there,  
Some behind the plaster, 
The damage is quite visible, 
Up by St. Joseph’s altar.

The organ, too, needs some repairs, 
Its leather parts exhausted, 
From the years of tuneful play, 
Of music sweet and sacred. 
From “Clarence pipes” to  
middling ones  
to pipes as big as trees, 
One pouch per pipe controls the sound,  
So, help us, if you please!

A darker tale exists below – 
The coal pit long disused, 
Needs filling up beside the church, 
(But coal shall be refused!) 
Gophers and engineers agree, 
There’s no despairing here, 
With hands and coins to do the job, 
This pit can disappear!

So, from tower to organ to crumbling pit, 
A triple threat we face! 
But these things can be resolved, 
By aid of your good grace. 
Parishioners, too, can help a lot, 
We cherish each donation, 
To keep St. Peter’s in good repair – 
Our church in downtown London!

 in closing, St. nicholas, i would like to thank you for  
helping us to keep our Cathedral beautiful and for urging our  
good parishioners to help us also. We value every donation, big and 
small, as we know that each one comes from the heart. 

A merry Christmas to All!

Clarence, the Cathedral Mouse 
with assistance from STH

Since the last edition of Cathedral Connections, our parish  
council of Knights has been working hard. We began our efforts 

by doing a lot of work in forming our Fraternal Year of  
events and activities. Such efforts help to aid the parish and the 
community, and they also help to enhance the spiritual needs of 
each Knight – they will put each Knight's faith into action.

 During October, our Knights assisted at Life Chain and 
40 Days for Life. These help to support local pro-life efforts 
of recognizing the dignity and value of life from conception to  
natural death. To assist families in need, our Knights  
volunteered at a local grocery store for five days (six hours  
per day), handing out empty bags to customers to support the 
Food Bank's Fall Food Drive. We were all heartened by the  
generosity of patrons who filled the bags with food.  Each time 
the bin became a huge mountain of food, the Food Bank staff 
would empty it, only to see it quickly build up again with more 
donations.

 Later in October, James Vollmer represented our  
council at a ceremony at Parkwood hospital. Because of the  
financial support given to military veterans at Parkwood from the  
proceeds of our Annual Elimination Draw, our council received 
induction onto their Wall of heroes.

 On Sunday, October 27, the boys rolled up their sleeves 
and hosted a parish breakfast. Parishioners received a yummy 
breakfast, and this enjoyable event also served to build up a 
sense of community for our parish.

 During the weekend of november 2-3, our council held 
a membership recruitment Drive after all masses and our  
members also distributed holy Family prayer cards to  
everyone.  We pray for all our parishioners' families to be  
united and strong witnesses for Christ. Then, on November 
4, we held an Open House for any prospective members –  
“Welcome Aboard” to Juan Rojas, who joined our council.

 Our council purchased $650 of coats to be given out to 
kids in our local schools as part of the Coats for Kids initiative 

of the Knights of Columbus.

 On Saturday, november 
23, the event of the year took 
place – the Annual Elimina-
tion Draw. A total of $2,000 
cash prizes were given out and 
everyone couldn't stop raving 
about the delicious food that 
Chefs Sam Circelli and martin 
healy cooked up. These men 
are dedicated Knights of our 
council and their cooking can't 
be beat!

 Thanks to everyone 
who supported the event.  We 
raised $1,600 for the parish 
and $1,600 to be donated to the 
Parkwood Hospital Veteran's 
Tree of Caring.

 On December 12, at 
our annual Christmas social 
Grand Knight Roger Khouri 
received the Columbian Award 
from District Deputy Kevin  
Belanger. This award recog-
nizes the outstanding fraternal 
year of events and activities that 
our council organized in the  
areas of faith, family, community and life.

 On January 25, the annual Winter Welcome Lunch 
will be held in the parish auditorium.  This is a collaborative  
effort being organized and hosted by the Knights of Columbus, 
the Catholic Women's League and the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul. People will be treated to a delicious meal, entertainment 
and free winterwear for those in need.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ELIMINATION DRAW

Treasurer Dave Houghton presented  
Fr. Mockler a cheque for $1600 from 

the Elimination Draw proceeds. 
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Picture  #1:    Angel  Tree
Cut  Line:    Mike  Zadorsky,  Co-‐Vice  President  of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  of  St.  Peter’s
Cathedral  Basilica  Parish  with  the  SSVP  Angel  Tree

Picture  #2:    Amabile  Remembrance  Concert
Cutline:    Fr.  Mockler  in  his  role  as  Chaplain  to  the  London  Police  assits  two  youth  in  placing  a
the  commemoraKve  wreath  during  the  Amabile  Remembrance  Concert  on  November  10

Fr. Mockler in his role as Chaplain to the London Police assists two boys  
in placing a commemorative wreath during the  

Amabile In Remembrance Concert on November 10

Deacon Rudy Pflanzer, Spiritual Director of the Marriage Preparation  
Program, presents a Participation Certificate to Stephanie Wojtowicz  

and Mathew Piotrowski.

Gloria Gassi, Director  
of Liturgical Music at  
St. Peter's Cathedral  
and conductor of the  
St. Cecilia Singers,  

leads her choir.

now an annual tradition at St. Peter's Cathedral, the popular "in 
remembrance" Concert by London's celebrated Amabile Boys 
and men's Choirs attracted a large and appreciative audience on  
November 10.

Almost 800 music lovers filled the pews at St. Peter's Cathedral on november 29 for an outstanding concert of holiday season 
music presented by four excellent London choirs: Chorale, Les Choristes, St. Cecilia Singers and the Western University Singers.

Bishop ronald Fabbro, assisted by Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, ordained seven men from the diocese to the  
Permanent Diaconate on november 9: michael Cookson, David Cummings, Leo Gulikers, Tim raaymakers, matt Sutton,  
henry Tomaszewski and Art Williams.

amabile "in remembrance" concert
carols and choirs concert

A total of 23 engaged couples from St. Peter's Cathedral  
parish and elsewhere in the diocese participated in the  
Marriage Preparation Weekend hosted November  16-17 in 
the auditorium. The group included 11 couples who will be 
married in St. Peter's; several came from ingersoll, Strathroy 
and Parkhill plus other parishes in London. 

The next "marriage Prep" program will be offered on the 
weekend of February 29-March 1, 2020; any interested  
couples can obtain registration information from the parish 
office or Pastoral Minister Cathryn hall.

marriage Preparation weekend
ordinations to the Permanent Diaconate

Fall EvEnts
AT ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL

Fall EvEnts
AT ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL
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“Truly the Lord is in this place…How awesome is this place” 
(Genesis 16-17)

Devotions have been part of Catholic traditions and customs  
particularly since the Middle Ages. They are practices of piety, 

though not part of the official Liturgy. The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops describes devotions as “expressions of love and 
fidelity that arise from the intersection of one’s own faith, culture 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

 In the Biblical Book of Genesis (28:10-23) we read the 
story of Jacob being blessed by his father, Isaac, and sent away 
to Jacob’s mother’s brother, Laban. At nightfall, Jacob found a 
place to lie down to sleep and made a stone his pillow. In a 
dream he saw a ladder reaching to heaven and on it were angels 
ascending and descending. The Lord stood near Jacob and said, 
“I am the Lord… Know that I am with you… I will not leave 
you...” Jacob woke and was afraid but knew God had come. he 
took the stone and set it up as a memorial, poured oil on it and 
called it Bethel, the house of God.

 This story is akin to many of OUR memorials through 
the years. They are sacred places of encounter with God, where 
we keep the memory alive through repeating prayers and rituals 
both public and private.  Many of the devotions reflect the 
needs of the culture and real life experiences. 

 religious educator Greg Dues writes that “earthiness 
was part of Christianity from the beginning,” and is a concrete 
feature of devotions in the sense that the practices “promote a 
religion of the heart, body, senses, environment, intuition and 
imagination.” This was shown in the actions of Jesus and his 
disciples who, as faithful Jews, celebrated their relationship 
with God in the ritual of Passover, harvest festivals, burnt  
offerings, blessings of bread and wine, pouring of oil, lighting 
of lamps and other ways. Symbols and images are found on 
tombs, and icons told stories without words. As we consider the 
communities of the past, it is clear that devotion was a daily 
way of life. 

 All over the world we have countless examples of  
devotions in domestic settings as well as public places. In 
homes we have candles, relics, altars, holy water and  
devotional prayers such as the Rosary, the hours, novenas, and 
the Miraculous Medal, to name a few.  In the past, every home 
had an altar to Our Lady and a picture of the Sacred Heart  

signifying that the household was consecrated to Jesus. Those 
devotional practices helped to keep a God-consciousness and 
rich spiritual life alive. 

 I recall vividly the popular devotions of the latter half of 
the 20th century. There was the nightly family gathering to pray 
the Rosary before anyone went out for the evening.  The  
“trimmings” were longer than the rosary itself. Recited were 
the litany of Our Lady and of St. rock, prayers to St. michael, 
as well as many prayers and intentions for the sick and anyone 
in need.

  In our family of eight children, prayer and various  
devotions were central to our life as indeed was the case for 
most families in our community. Besides the Rosary, we had 
the men’s Confraternity, the First Fridays, Benediction, Holy 
hours and parish Missions which almost everyone attended.  I 
recall when it was my turn to accompany Dad to his Confraternity 
and walk with him the two miles to the church. The memory of 
the magnificent lighted candelabras, the singing voices and the 
bells at Benediction remain with me as witness to community 
belief in the mysterious presence of the Almighty. 

 In those years most countries had special places of  
devotion and worship. There was devotion to The Virgin of the 
Poor in Poland, Our Lady help of Christians in the Czech 
Republic, Our Lady of Zion in Italy and Our Lady of Zeitoun 
in Egypt (Coptic). Croagh Patrick in ireland is dedicated to St. 
Patrick where, it is said, Patrick fasted for 40 days in 441 AD. 
Pilgrims from all over the world climb, some barefoot, to the 
top of the mountain where Mass is celebrated in the modern 
chapel. Many of those devotions are practised and are an 
important part of community faith life today.

 Other important devotions in the past were mini- 
pilgrimages or community visits to Blessed Wells or holy 
Springs, of which there are about 3,000 across ireland, all 
attributed to a saint. The wells were places of prayer, healing, 
quiet reflection and devotion to the particular saint. On  
particular feast days in the year, visits to a well included prayer 
and recitation of rosaries in rounds as pilgrims prayed for cures 
and special intentions. 

 near my home in the west of ireland, there is St. Senan’s 
Well, in the parish where Senan was born. He was the son of a 
farmer and many farmers brought their horses to drink from the 
well to protect against disease. People lined up to kneel and 

DEvOTIONS: A SOUL COMFORT DEvOTIONS: A SOUL COMFORT

pray to St. Senan on the flagstone on which are two  
indentations said to be the marks where the saint prayed.

 Other Holy Wells of ireland are St. Augustine’s Well in 
Galway, Tobernalt Holy Well in Sligo and St. Brigid’s Well in 
Kildare, which is steeped in history and folklore. There was 
much hydrolatry. Many stories of the wells were rooted in 
pagan worship and many associated with the power of  
divination. Cures of specific disorders were sought through 
ritual and drinks from the well. We recall many wells and heal-
ings in the Bible: the Jordan where the leper, Naaman, was 
healed; the Pool of Bethsaida in Jerusalem; Jacob’s well; and 
others.   

 Devotions today: the sleeping Joseph 
 Today we read of public pilgrimages to holy places such 
as the holy Land (Israel), Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal), 
Knock (Ireland) and Guadalupe (Mexico). Many are to honour 
the Virgin Mary. 

 The Eucharist, Stations of the Cross, Advent services, 
Holy Week, Easter Vigil and resurrection Day celebrations are 
strong devotions today. While many devotions have faded to 
only a memory, others have come our way. One such devotion 
is to St. Joseph. On my recent retirement, seminarian Carlos 
brought me a boxed gift, a statue of the Sleeping Joseph. Carlos 
delighted in explaining this new devotion, of which I was 
unaware, and the love of Pope Francis for one of his beloved 
saints. Pope Francis writes a particular problem or worry on a 
note and places it under the statue on his night table.  St. 
Joseph’s rest in the Bible story revealed God’s will to him in his 
sleep as he cared for the Virgin Mary and Jesus; so too will God 
speak to us in our time of rest. As a result, we will be helped “to 
hear the voice of God, to arise and act with love.”

  Other modern-
day devotions 
include The 
Word of the Day, 
Bishop Barron’s 
thoughts on the 
daily Gospel, 
The God Minute, 
and many others 
that  are found 
online.

 Religious 
traditions and 
devotions are 
like Jacob’s 
memorial stone 
and allow us to 
meet the mystery 
of the Divine.  
They enrich our 
faith and are part 
of our story and 
identity.  We ought not let them fade into being just a memory.

Mary Cahalan

The stained glass  
window depicting  

St. Peter, located in 
the east nave near the 
transept, was donated 
nearly 100 years ago 

by "mrs. Honora 
hayes in Memory  

of her husband and 
Family."

Legacy Giving, as 
seen in the stained 
glass windows and 

elsewhere in the 
Cathedral, has been  

an important and 
meaningful tradition 

at St. Peter's. For 
information on how 
you can support the 
parish in this way, 

please contact 
Business Manager 
Brian Galea via the 

parish office or  
by email at  

bgalea@dol.ca

legacy Giving –
a st. Peter's

tradition

Pilgrims gather at the Shrine of our Lady of Knock, County Mayo, Ireland

Tobernalt Holy Well in Sligo

Chapel of the Apparition at Knock Shrine
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St. Peter’s On The      Web..
We look forward to  

your visit & invite you 
to send us your  

comments via email.

The website can be found  
on the Internet at: 

http://www.cathedral.dol.ca

Splendors of the  
Catholic Church

Mondays  
from 6pm to 6:30pm

CHRW 
94.9 FM 

Weekly Talk Show
On the air for  

the past 23 years

SOCIETY OF ST. vINCENT DE PAUL 2019 ANGEL TREE

A new liturgical year begins with the celebrations of Advent and 
Christmas. We seek to renew our hearts and to celebrate our 

Savour’s birth through a variety of Advent and Christmas liturgies, 
events and social gatherings.
 Thanks to your generosity last year, nearly $5,000 in 
Angel Tree gift cards and donations were distributed to 174 
households, comprising 238 adults and 25 children. The Angel 
Tree gift cards and donations amounted to an extra Christmas 
gift of a twenty-dollar value to each adult and a ten-dollar value 
for each child.

To serve those in need with joy

 Throughout the year, your donations to the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) have made it possible for  
members to visit 55 households on average each month – 73 
adults and seven children. Members were able to distribute a 
monthly average of $3,100 in food vouchers or grocery gift 
cards, vouchers to the SSVP Thrift Store for clothing, furniture 
and household items, and a number of bus tickets and air  
mattresses.

 In addition, nearly $9,580 in food vouchers were given 
out in the SSVP 2018 Christmas visitations.

To serve those in need with hope

 Visiting those who have asked for assistance or  
celebrating with guests at the Annual Winter Welcome Lunch 
are times of appreciation and joy for all involved.

 Early next year, on Saturday, January 25, members of the 
Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Women’s League and SSVP 
will host the Twelfth Annual Winter Welcome Lunch.  Small 
items of winter clothing collected during the Angel Tree event 
will be distributed at the Winter Welcome Lunch to guests who 
are deeply appreciative of such items during the coldest winter 
months.

your Generosity

    It is your generosity 
as parishioners which 
allows the SSVP to 
function and to assist 
those in need. We thank 
you for your seasonal 
and yearly assistance. 
On our behalf and of 
those we serve, we wish 
you the blessings of 
Advent and Christmas.

Yours thankfully and 
respectfully, 

SSVP of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral  

Basilica Parish  

St. Peter's  
Cathedral

1. Place your device in camera mode or  
open the QR Code Reader

2. Hold your device over the full QR Code.

3. Your camera will scan the QR Code.

4. Follow the prompts to donate.

Mobile Giving
Now Available

Income
Offertory—includes Regular Offertory, Thanksgiving, Easter and Christmas
 2019 Budget 2018
 $598,202 $606,910 $590,900
Our 2019 total offertory is down 1.4% compared to the budget; however, the budget number is still achievable.  The 2019 total offertory is 
up 1.2% over 2018 total offertory.  Thank you for your generosity, without which these results and the many programs and ministries would 
not be possible.

Donations
 2019 Budget 2018
 $119,508 $66,100 $68,244
This has been a critical line resulting in our good results this year.  A number of generous bequests and single donations have driven our 
large increase over budget and 2018.  Those parishioners who included the Cathedral in their wills must be thanked for their planning and 
foresight.  As a parish, we cannot always count on donations and bequests.  If you are planning on naming the Cathedral parish as one of 
your beneficiaries in your will, the Cathedral thanks you.

Rental Income
 2019 Budget 2018
 $353,193 $347,800 $341,866
Rental income is a major contributor to the revenue line, and consequently, critical to meeting our expenses.  Monthly parking, tenant rent 
and event rent make up 90% of rental income.

Total Operating Receipts
 2019 Budget 2018
 $1,176,565 $1,133,720 $1,112,009
The driving force of the positive results in total operating receipts was the substantial difference in donations, as mentioned previously.  
Thank you once again for your generous donations, either on their own or through your regular offertory giving.

Expenses
Parish Expenses
 2019 Budget 2018
 $190,802 $196,800 $193,405
2019 Parish Expenses were very well-controlled and below our budget for 2019, as well as our 2018 results.

Utilities
 2019 Budget 2018
 $62,056 $74,400 $74,069
Our utility costs dropped significantly this year due to two factors.  All of the chandelier lighting in the Cathedral was changed to LED in 
2018, which has had a significant effect on power consumption.  In addition, we received a waste water exemption for our irrigation system 
in rebate form for the past two years, thus lowering our water cost considerably.

Payroll
 2019 Budget 2018
 $498,212 $503,660 $484,814
Labour costs have been well-controlled compared to budget.  Small savings were achieved in our part-time hours and some full-time hours 
as well, to keep the number under budget.

Total Operating Expenses
 2019 Budget 2018
 $1,168,021 $1,186,469 $1,151,706
Total operating expenses are 1.55% below budget and only 1.42%  more than last year.  Good expense control and lighter than expected  
increases on key lines kept our expenses in line.

Surplus or Deficit
 2019 Budget 2018
 $8,544 ($52,749) ($39,697)
We are very fortunate to have ended November with a surplus as opposed to a deficit.  You will note that the plan called for a deficit and 
our 2018 results were in a deficit position.  However, December is always the most important month of the year for offertory and donations.  
Our results in December can affect the final numbers significantly; therefore, it remains to be seen where the Cathedral’s financial results 
will be at year’s end.
A big “Thank You” on behalf of the whole parish to the Finance Committee for their time and stewardship of the Cathedral’s finances.  
Have a blessed Christmas and a joyful 2020!

Brian Galea, Business Manager

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

The parish receives income statements every month and the Finance Committee reviews each in detail.  As a  committee, we would like to 
update the parish in each issue of Cathedral Connections.  This update has a different look than the Fall update,  which reviewed our results 
in detail very similar to the Annual Financial Statements.  The results through November are shown below for the significant lines of the 
Operating Statement.

 

Picture  #1:    Angel  Tree
Cut  Line:    Mike  Zadorsky,  Co-‐Vice  President  of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  of  St.  Peter’s
Cathedral  Basilica  Parish  with  the  SSVP  Angel  Tree

Picture  #2:    Amabile  Remembrance  Concert
Cutline:    Fr.  Mockler  in  his  role  as  Chaplain  to  the  London  Police  assits  two  youth  in  placing  a
the  commemoraKve  wreath  during  the  Amabile  Remembrance  Concert  on  November  10

Mike Zadorsky, Co-Vice President of the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul of St. Peter’s 

Cathedral Basilica Parish with the  
SSVP Angel Tree

Reach us through the Church Office.
Email us at basilica@dol.ca  

and put Cathedral Connections in the subject line.
We want to hear from you!

needs your...

 Cathedral 
Connections
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WHAT ARE YOU READING?  – JOHN HENRY NEWMAN

This column covers books, articles, videos and websites 
that parishioners are consulting to expand their spiritual  
knowledge. If you have something to recommend, please  
contact Hilary Neary at nearyh@gmail.com.  

Cardinal John henry Newman (1801–90) who was elevated to 
sainthood on Sunday, October 13, is widely regarded as one 

of the supreme prose stylists of the English language; a distinction 
which is avidly accorded him by temperaments as diverse as G.K. 
Chesterton and James Joyce. 
 Less central to the reputation of this remarkably prodi-
gious thinker and writer is the poetry he occasionally tossed off 
on the side. Newman had no illusions that his poetic gifts were 
of any accomplishment or significance. he took to poetry as 
nothing more than a form of recreation; a different modality in 
which to exercise his literary inclinations. Yet a representative 
anthology of newman’s verse easily runs to 300 pages … he is 
primarily remembered for two poems: a sprawling religious 
epic or ode which captured and still holds the public fancy and 
a humbler, more intimate verse which has also managed to 
endure.

 Prior to the 1840s, newman was an Anglican vicar, an 
Oxford don and the leader of the “Tractarians” or the “Oxford 
Movement”, a consortium of avid, young theologians who 
sought to shake off the provincialism of the established English 
Church and situate it more clearly within a broader and  
unbroken tradition dating back to the time of Christ and the 
desert fathers. Newman had already achieved esteem as the 
most eloquent and dynamic Anglican thinker of his generation. 

 But unknown to anyone but his closest associates, for 
more than a decade Newman had been wracking his brains unto 
cognitive exhaustion, trying to make a case for the Church of 
England’s origins as anything nobler or more God-centred than 
a shell game which allowed henry the VIII to shuck his barren 
wife and marry his pregnant mistress, he found it equally  
challenging to contort the chain of apostolic succession in such 
a way that it could be seen to connect St. Peter to any  
contemporary religious leader other than the current Catholic 
Pope.

 Realizing that his thought was leading him inexorably 
rome-ward, newman wrote to his sister in 1841, “i fear that i 
am clean dished.” Indeed this was no easy road which Newman 
courageously blazed. It had only been 60 years since English 
Catholics were allowed to openly practise their religion at all 
and their numbers were still miniscule. Most towns of any size 
had one glorious Anglican church (which had been stolen from 
the Catholics and refitted and repurposed), and one shabby 
near-Quonset hut of a Catholic chapel. To what use would such 
an impoverished and ragged remnant of a Church put a man of 
newman’s rarified gifts?

 in 1843 newman resigned as Anglican Vicar of St. 
mary’s, Oxford. He was also obliged to resign from his  
lecturing post at Oriel College, as Catholics were still barred 
from either attending or teaching at Oxford. his once-brilliant 
career was apparently ruined but in fact, it was the old status 
quo which now, ever-so-gradually, began to fall away. 

 having put behind him the energy-sapping,  
logic-wrenching compromises of his Anglican years, Newman 
was now free to commit his delicately-honed intelligence to 
that series of major works – The Idea of a University, Apologia 

Pro Vita Sua, The 
Grammar of Assent, An 
Essay on the 
Development of 
Doctrine – which  
comprise his lasting  
legacy to the world. The 
eight volumes of 
his Parochial and Plain 
Sermons, preached from 
the pulpit at St. mary’s 
Oxford, are the only  
literary product of his 
Anglican years which 
still find wide purchase 
today. newman’s 
anguished turning 
toward Rome proved to be the pivotal first stirring in what 
would shortly become a tidal wave of conversions. Unthinkable 
in 1845, a little more than a century later there were more  
practising Catholics than Anglicans in England.

 newman’s epic poem, The Dream of Gerontius, written 
in 1865 and inspired by the Requiem Offices, depicts the  
journey of a soul to God at the hour of his death. It was set to 
music by Sir Edward Elgar in 1900 and remains second only to 
Handel’s Messiah as the most popular English oratorio. A less 
daunting and much shorter poem, The Pillar of The Cloud, was 
written at sea in 1833 when Newman was returning from his 
first visit to rome. His ship was becalmed in the Straits of 
Bonifacio and Newman was recovering from a dangerous bout 
of illness. A seed had been planted in his heart during that  
profoundly upsetting encounter with Catholic culture and 
newman’s poem serves as an invocation, calling on God to 
help him through the trials of discernment and commitment 
which lay ahead:

Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on! 
The Night is dark, and I am far from home – 
Lead Thou me on! 
Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to see 
The distant scene, – one step enough for me.

I was not ever thus, nor pray’d that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on, 
I loved to choose and see my path, but now 
Lead Thou me on! 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will: remember not past years.

So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on, 
O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone; 
And with the morn those angel faces smile 
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.

Herman Goodden

Herman Goodden, a longtime parishioner at St. Peter’s, 
is the author of a weekly blog, www.hermangoodden.ca. 
This article is excerpted with permission from his longer 
posting on October 14.

Saint John Henry Newman
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5:30 pm Cocktails 
Enjoy a Complimentary Hollywood Cocktail!

Dance until midnight! 
      with a professional DJ!

7:00 pm Roast Beef  
& Chicken Dinner  

Catered by the Marconi Club of London

Dress to Wow  

               
the Paparazzi

Makes a  Perfect  Christmas  Gift!

Tickets will be on sale in the narthex at all masses on these weekends
December 21-22     •     January 11-12, 18-19, 25-26 

and also available at the Parish Office

No tickets will be available at the door.  Advance purchase only.
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At the Cathedral, we have many opportunities to share our gifts to be of service to others, to journey through faith and 
liturgy, and to assist and support the growth and development of our Cathedral parish community.  Opportunities and 
invitations for involvement occur throughout the year.  Please prayerfully consider where you can share your gifts and 
talents with your parish family.   

For full descriptions of all of these ministries,  
committees and organizations please check out our  

website – www.cathedral.dol.ca
Contact our parish office to get involved.

Looking for a way to get involved at 
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica?

Liturgical Ministries
Altar Guild
Altar Servers (St. Stephen’s Guild)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Music Ministry
Lectors
Hospitality-Ushers & Welcome Desk 

Operational Committees
Cathedral Connections
Communications Committee
Finance Committee
Offertory Collection Counters
Parish Office Assistant
Parish Pastoral Council
Property & Maintenance

Outreach Ministries
Community Outreach
Missions Committee
Parish Visitation
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Other Parish Groups &  
Organizations
Cathedral Tours
Christian Meditation
Parish Engagement
Small Christian Communities
Catholic Women’s League
Knights of Columbus
Legion of Mary
Secular Order of Franciscans
St. Vincent de Paul 

Diocese of London  
Year of Prayer

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
and fill the hearts of your people with an 

ardent desire to follow Jesus, 
to be his missionary disciples.

Fill us with joy and a desire to know your word. 
May we boldly proclaim the Good News to others; 

for when we help others to know that God loves them, 
they will know true happiness.

Fill us with a deep desire for the Eucharist.
May we recognize Jesus in the proclamation 

of the Scriptures 
and in the Breaking of the Bread; 
for when we are united with Jesus,

joy is constantly born anew. 
Fill us with a true love of neighbour.

May we seek opportunities for reconciliation, 
and with big hearts serve those in need; 

for in serving them, we know we are serving your Son. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, may we commit ourselves 

to loving you and doing your will.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FEBRUARY 25
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

In the Parish Hall

Sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus

Admission by  
Free Will Offering

Join us for... 

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper!


